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POLITY

1.

2.

3.

‘Govt. to shame those defecating in the open’

Context: Open Defecation free (ODF):
In news:
- New novel approach to tackle open defecation.

- The Maharashtra government has put in place a
mechanism called ‘'ODF Watch; where people will be
“shamed”if they defecate in the open.

« If people defecate in the open, a whistle will be blown
and people will be shamed for not using a toilet

+ Three-tier validation process: A three-tier validation
process had been adopted where the cities, which
became ODF were first inspected by the local
administration, then by the State government and
lastly a Central agency gave its nod.

Banks asked to enable core banking in Hindi’
In news:

« The Home Ministry has asked all banks, private and
public sector, to enable their core banking facility
in Hindi.Directives given: banks have been asked to
update databases in Hindi and customers should not
be compelled to fill forms only in English.

+ Key fact: As per Official Languages Act, 1963 there
was no provision of punitive action for not using
Hindi in official communication but the language
could only be promoted through “persuasion and
encouragement.”

. States are free to choose their language; Hindi-
speaking States should also learn other regional
languages like Tamil

Saubhagya scheme
Context:

+ Current government promised that 18,500 villages
would receive electricity in the next 1,000 days.

« Now nearly 14,500 of these villages have been
“electrified”. But more than a fourth of the households
in the “electrified villages” do not have a power
connection.

+ Saubhagya scheme, launched by the PM should be
seen in this context

Feaures of Saubhagya Scheme:

« The scheme changes the metric for measuring
progress in electrification from the village to the
household-level

« Beneficiaries under the Saubhagya scheme would be
identified using the Socio Economic and Caste Census
(SECC) 2011 data

Call or WhatsApp 09980837187 for guidance

« Unelectrified households not covered under the SECC
2011 would also be provided electricity connections
under the scheme on a payment of Rs 500, which shall
be recovered by discoms in 10 installments through
electricity bills.

+ Free or subsidised connections will ensure last-
mile connectivity, often seen as among the biggest
stumbling blocks to electricity access in the country.

« By roping in panchayats and other village-level
institutions, it ensure that Saubhagya does not remain
a top-down endeavour.

Challenges a head:

« Many parts of the country, people face outages for
several hours.

« Ensuring reliable supply requires improving the
health of discoms.

« The UDAY scheme, launched in 2015, has made
some headway in improving the finances of the state
discoms.

« Saubhagya grants them the freedom to lower tariffs
to people covered under the scheme. But at the same
time, UDAY makes it incumbent on the states to pay
for all the future losses of discoms.

Conclusion

« Taking electricity to every household is a great idea.
It will need to be done without imperiling the health
of discoms

4. Justice Rohini to head sub-categorisation panel

In News:

« President Ram Nath Kovind appointed a commission
to examine the sub-categorisation of Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) to ensure that the more backward
among the communities can access the benefits of
reservation.

Key Fact:

« The five-member panel will be headed by retired
Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court G. Rohini.

Reason:

- Government'’s efforts to achieve greater social justice
and inclusion for all.

« Sub-categorisation of the OBCs will ensure that the
more backward among the OBC communities can
also access the benefits of reservation for educational
institutions and government jobs.

Terms of reference:

. To examine the extent of inequitable distribution
of benefits of reservation among the castes or
communities included in the broad category of OBC
with reference to such classes included in the Central
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«+ To work out the mechanism for sub- categorization.

5. SC questions Kerala HC annulment of Hindu-Muslim

marriage
Context:

o Background: Supreme Court had ordered a
National Investigation Agency probe into the alleged
conversion and marriage of a Hindu girl to a Muslim
in Kerala

» Present Move by the Supreme Court: the Supreme
Court turned around to question the very annulment
of the inter-religious marriage by the Kerala High
Court and the legality of the girl’s father keeping her
in his custody for the past several months

In news

Supreme Court questions the High Court:".

« How it annulled the marriage of a woman, who
has reached the age of majority, while exercising
writ jurisdiction under Article 226, which is used to
challenge violations of fundamental rights, legal
rights and other basic rights.

+ Necessity of NIA probe?
Basic Information:

Article 226: Power of High Courts to issue certain writs

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Article 32 every High
Court shall have powers, throughout the territories in
relation to which it exercises jurisdiction, to issue to any
person or authority, including in appropriate cases, any
Government, within those territories directions, orders
or writs, including writs in the nature of habeas corpus,
mandamus, prohibitions, quo-warranto and certiorari,
or any of them, for the enforcement of any of the rights
conferred by Part lll and for any other purpose

(2) The power conferred by clause ( 1) to issue directions,
orders or writs to any Government, authority or person
may also be exercised by any High Court exercising
jurisdiction in relation to the territories within which the
cause of action, wholly or in part, arises for the exercise
of such power, notwithstanding that the seat of such
Government or authority or the residence of such person
is not within those territories

(3) Where any party against whom an interim order,
whether by way of injunction or stay or in any other
manner, is made on, or in any proceedings relating to, a
petition under clause ( 1), without

a) furnishing to such party copies of such petition and all
documents in support of the plea for such interim order;
and

(b) giving such party an opportunity of being heard,
makes an application to the High Court for the vacation
of such order and furnishes a copy of such application to
the party in whose favour such order has been made or
the counsel of such party, the High Court shall dispose
of the application within a period of two weeks from the
date on which it is received or from the date on which the
copy of such application is so furnished, whichever is later,

Call or WhatsApp 09980837187 for guidance

or where the High Court is closed on the last day of that
period, before the expiry of the next day afterwards on
which the High Court is open; and if the application is not
so disposed of, the interim order shall, on the expiry of that
period, or, as the case may be, the expiry of the aid next
day, stand vacated

(4) The power conferred on a High Court by this article
shall not be in derogation of the power conferred on the
Supreme court by clause ( 2) of Article 32.

6. Untrained teachers can now access training material

In news

- Fifteen lakh untrained school teachers have enrolled
for a training course with the National Institute of
Open Schooling (NIOS) to get themselves trained by
2019 to be able to retain their jobs.

« The NIOS has designed online courses to enable them
to acquire a Diploma in Elementary Education (D.EI.
Ed).

« The course will be offered through ‘Swayam; a
platform for online education, imparting knowledge
through Dish TV

« This is for the first time in the world that such high
number of applications have been received for an
online course

« About NIOS: It is an autonomous institution under the
Ministry of Human Resource Development.

+ Background information: Parliament passed an
amendment to the Right to Education Act to offer
teachers a last window to acquire proper training,
something seen as essential to the provision of quality
education in government and private schools.

+ Key Fact: The highest number of applications has
been received from Bihar — over 2.8 lakh — followed
by Uttar Pradesh (1.95 lakh), Madhya Pradesh (1.91
lakh), West Bengal (1.69 lakh) and Assam (1.51 lakh)

7. SC issues notice on donations to parties

In news:

« The Supreme Court asked the Centre and the Election
Commission to respond to a petition challenging the
various amendments made through Finance Act 2017
and Finance Act 2016 in various statutes, saying these
changes have opened the floodgates for unlimited
corporate and foreign donations to political parties.

+ A petition was filed by the Association for Democratic
Reforms and Common Cause seeking to strike down
the amendments made to the Companies Act, the
Income Tax Act, the Representation of the People
Act, the Reserve Bank of India Act and the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act.

Petition contention:

- The amendments, introduced as money Bills,
legitimise electoral corruption, while ensuring
complete non-transparency in political funding j

«  The amendments in question have opened the
floodgates to unlimited corporate donations
to political parties and anonymous financing
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by Indian as well as foreign companies which
can have serious repercussions on the Indian
democracyj

«  The said amendments have removed the caps
on campaign donations by companies and have
legalised anonymous donations

< The Finance Act of 2017 has introduced the
use of electoral bonds, which is exempt from
disclosure under the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, opening doors to unchecked,
unknown funding to political parties.

« The Finance Act, 2016 has also amended
the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA), 2010, to allow foreign companies with
subsidiaries in India to fund political parties in
India, effectively, exposing the Indian politics
and democracy to international lobbyists who
may want to further their agenda

8. Convicts too must breathe fresh air, maintain family
ties, says Supreme Court

Context

« Supreme Court has said that Convicts too “must
breathe fresh air” and be allowed to maintain social
ties provided they show a tendency to reform

« The court favoured a “humanistic approach” while
dealing with pleas for parole or furlough to those
serving long jail terms

Supreme Court observations

« A bench of Justices asked the government to update
its rules, framed way back in 1955, on granting of
parole and furlough, saying these were skeletal in
nature.

« It referred to one of the objectives of awarding
punishment and said it was about reformation of the
convicts

+ However a person must remain in jail for the period of
sentence awarded to him or her.

« Thus, redemption and rehabilitation of such prisoners
for good of societies must receive due weightage
while they are undergoing sentence of imprisonment.

Basic Information:

‘What is a parole?

« A parole can be defined as conditional release of
prisoners on good behaviour, with regular reporting
to the authorities for a set period of time

What is Furlough?

« Furlough, is a brief release from the prison which is
given in cases of long-term imprisonment.
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9. India’s new gene is called plutocracy
Context

« Stampede at Mumbai’s Elphinstone Road train
station, which claimed 27 lives, shows India’s policy
bias towards the rich and powerful.

« Indiahas often been called a plutocracy for its manifest
disposition towards the rich and the powerful

Plutocracy:

« Plutocracy can be defined as rule by the wealthy
and the powerful, where policies and systems are
designed to deliver greater benefits to the wealthy
and powerful.

« Consequently, plutocracy eats away at the core of any
democratic system

Examples

« Government’s penchant for bullet trains versus apathy
towards basic infrastructure for daily commuters

+ InIndia’s consumer price index (CPI) greater weightage
has given to items of expenditure consumed by higher
income groups. This has enormous implications
because RBI has selected CPI as its chosen benchmark
for inflation targeting.

+ Plutocracy is also characterized by suborning of
national institutions. Public-private partnerships
(PPPs) are perhaps the best examples

«  Plutocracy canalso beidentified in the way institutions
behave

«  SBI decided to penalize customers who
failed to maintain the monthly average
balance in their savings bank account

« The SBI example shows how policy
moves when it does not take into account
customer profile, feasibility options or its
impact on various income groups

Demonetization is another example of how an
autarchic policy decision affected livelihoods for a
wide spectrum of the population

Prevailing inequality in India

«  Arecent paper by Lucas Chancel and Thomas Piketty
shows how the top 10% grew at a much faster rate
than the average, while income growth of the balance
90% fell below average

«  Post the 1980s, the top 1% in India have seen their
incomes and wealth grow at a much faster rate than
the balance 99%.

«  According to Credit Suisse’s Global Wealth Report
2016: India’s top 1%, which owned 36.8% of the
country’s wealth in 2000, now owns close to 58% of
the wealth.

An Oxfam 2017 report showed that 57 Indian
billionaires own as much as the bottom 70% of the
population
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10. India slammed for slavery, we need to counter: IB to
Govt.

In News:

« According to a secret note, “global documentation on
slavery is increasingly targeting India as home to the
highest number of slaves in the world,”

« The note cautions that the slavery documentation
by International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Walk
Free Foundation (WFF), “has enough potential to
substantially harm India’s image and exports and
impactits efforts to achieve Sustainable Development
Goals”

Background:

- he IB note was prepared within a week of the ILO-
WFF releasing their latest report “Global Estimates of
Modern Slavery: Forced Labour and Forced Marriage”

« Since 2013, successive global slavery surveys have
found India to be the country with the highest
number of people working in modern slavery

« But the IB has recommended a strong campaign to
“discredit” the information and a diplomatic offensive
against it

Indian Exports:

« Recent anti-slavery laws in the US and UK “make it
mandatory for businesses to declare that none of
their suppliers are violating slavery norms

IB against the reports (by ILO-WFF):

- The IB note blamed these “questionable statistics” on
the uneven sample size

« For example, 17,000 respondents were surveyed in
India while the next highest sample size was only
2,000 for nine countries such as Russia, Bangladesh
and Pakistan

+ In other survey countries, typically, 1,000 face-to-face
interviews were conducted

IB’s recommendation
The IB has recommended a three-pronged strategy:

(1) counter “motivated” advocacy with a credible slavery
estimation through a much larger sample survey

(2) “discredit” WFF's questionable estimate, through a
rejoinder from Indian Statistical Institute

(3) intervene diplomatically to force ILO to dissociate from
WFF, a private foundation

11. Prescription post Section 66A: ‘Change law to punish
hate speech online’

Context
« Recommendations of the expert committee
constituted by the centre after the Supreme Court

struck down the controversial section 66A of the
Information Technology Act, 2000.
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Committee:

+ The committee was headed by former Law Secretary
T KVishwanathan.

« Thereportwas submitted to the Union Home Ministry.

+ Mandate: Study domestic and international cyber
laws and propose a legal framework in order to deal
with online hate speech and incitement of violence

+ Recommendations: The Indian Penal Code, Criminal
Procedure Code and the Information Technology Act
should be amended to include stringent provisions

Recommendations of the committee:

+ No need to re-introduce Section 66A but strengthen
IPC instead.

« Indian Penal Code, 1860; Prohibiting incitement
to hatred: Amend IPC section 153 C to include in
communication “spoken or written words, signs,
visible representation, information, audio, video, or
combination of both, transmitted, retransmitted
through any telecommunication service,
communication device or computer resource”.

Punishment: up to 2 years or fine of Rs 5000 or both.

« Causing fear alarm or provocation of violence in
certain cases: Amend IPC section 505A, punishment of
any person or group of persons who intentionally, on
grounds of religion, race, caste or community, gender,
sexual orientation, place of birth, residence, language,
disability or tribe, uses any means of communication
to communicate.

Punishment: up to 1 year or fine of Rs 5000 or both.

- Amendment in Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973:
create a post of State Cyber-Crime Coordinator (not
below rank of Inspector General of Police) and District
Cyber-Crime Cell

« Amending the Information Technology Act, 2000:
Amending section 78 allows a police officer not below
the rank of Sub-Inspector to investigate any offence
under this Act as young Sls are better equipped and
trained in dealing with these crimes.

« Arenovated section 66A has not been recommended
in the IT Act, 2000. This is because the IT Act is basically
commercial in nature and hence punishments have
been recommended in the IPC.

« Important observations: In recommending specific
changes the committee said

« i) Only that speech should be accounted as relevant
which relates to “religion, race, caste, community, sex,
gender, place of birth, residence and language!”

« i) Online speech would be criminalised “only both,
when it advocates hatred and causes the incitement
of an offence”.

Way forward:

«+ Section 66A was struck down as unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court on the ground that it violated the
basic freedom of expression of the citizens. There is
need to balance the liberty of citizens while tackling
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the issues of hate speech, online harassment-hatred
and national security.

« The real purpose of the committee would be served
only when the Parliament takes actions on these
recommendations by keeping in mind the spirit of the
2015 Supreme Court judgement.

12. Now, SC Collegium to make judges’ appointments

transparent
Context

« Appointment of judges

In News:

SC’s move to ensure transparency

« According to the SC’s decisions,
recommendations on judicial appointments,
elevations and transfers will be posted on the
court website

« As a start, the Supreme Court has posted
online detailed reasons for its October 3, 2017
recommendations for judicial appointments to
the Madras HC and the Kerala HC

+ Details are now available online under the tag
“Collegium Resolutions”

Transparency:

- The information posted online will “indicate”
reasons for the recommendation or rejection of
a name for judicial appointment, transfer and
elevation to HCs and the SC

Background

+ Collegium system was being critcised for its opaque
mode of functioning while recommending judicial
appointments

« Recently, a controversy came after the public uproar
over the resignation of Karnataka HC judge shortly
after his transfer to the Allahabad HC

+ The mode of functioning of the Collegium had seen
criticism, for the first time, from within the Collegium
itself in the form of Justice Chelameswar

Judges opinion:

« Proposal to upload the Collegium recommendations
indicating reasons had to face strong objections from
within the judicial community itself

« One of the objections include that posting such
information online would cause judicial candidates
acute embarrassment and loss of face in case of
rejection of their names by the Collegium

13. ‘Why can't hanging be stopped?’

Context:

« Supreme Court questions the government: Why can’t
hanging as a means of causing death to condemned
prisoners stop?

Call or WhatsApp 09980837187 for guidance

In News:

Supreme Court’s observation:
« The condemned should die in peace and not in pain.
« A human being is entitled to dignity even in death.

« The government should look to the “dynamic
progress” made in modern science to adopt painless
methods of causing death.

14. No rash of conversions in Kerala, State govt. tells SC

Context

« The Hadiya case: involving the alleged conversion of a
Hindu woman to Islam and her marriage to a Muslim
man

In News:

« Centre’'s National Investigation Agency (NIA) claims
in the Supreme Court that the Hadiya case, involving
the alleged conversion of a Hindu woman to Islam
and her marriage to a Muslim man, is part of a‘pattern’
of religious conversions and radicalisation in the
southern State.

+ The Pinarayi Vijayan government in Kerala rejected
the claims made by the NIA.

- In an affidavit filed in the Supreme Court, the Kerala
government said the investigation conducted by the
State police had not revealed any offences which
warranted an NIA probe.

- The State also questioned the sudden transfer of
the case to the NIA. saying the State Police Chief had
already entrusted the investigation to the Additional
Director General of Police (Crimes) and directed to
constitute a Special Investigation Team

« Supreme Court's present stand: “We will hear logical
and legal arguments on two issues —can the HC
nullify a marriage exercising jurisdiction under Article
226 and was an NIA probe necessary,’

Basic Information:
Article 226. Power of High Courts to issue certain writs

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Article 32 every High
Court shall have powers, throughout the territories in
relation to which it exercises jurisdiction, to issue to any
person or authority, including in appropriate cases, any
Government, within those territories directions, orders
or writs, including writs in the nature of habeas corpus,
mandamus, prohibitions, quo warranto and certiorari,
or any of them, for the enforcement of any of the rights
conferred by Part lll and for any other purpose

(2) The power conferred by clause ( 1) to issue directions,
orders or writs to any Government, authority or person
may also be exercised by any High Court exercising
jurisdiction in relation to the territories within which the
cause of action, wholly or in part, arises for the exercise
of such power, notwithstanding that the seat of such
Government or authority or the residence of such person
is not within those territories
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(3) Where any party against whom an interim order,
whether by way of injunction or stay or in any other
manner, is made on, or in any proceedings relating to, a
petition under clause ( 1), without

(a) furnishing to such party copies of such petition
and all documents in support of the plea for such
interim order; and

(b) giving such party an opportunity of being
heard, makes an application to the High Court
for the vacation of such order and furnishes a
copy of such application to the party in whose
favour such order has been made or the counsel
of such party, the High Court shall dispose of the
application within a period of two weeks from the
date on which it is received or from the date on
which the copy of such application is so furnished,
whichever is later, or where the High Court is
closed on the last day of that period, before the
expiry of the next day afterwards on which the
High Court is open; and if the application is not so
disposed of, the interim order shall, on the expiry
of that period, or, as the case may be, the expiry of
the aid next day, stand vacated

(4) The power conferred on a High Court by this article
shall not be in derogation of the power conferred on the

Supreme court by clause ( 2) of Article 32

15. Insurer can't deny claim on grounds of delayed filing,

says Supreme Court
In news:

+ The Supreme Court has ruled that insurance claims
cannot be denied to a person merely on the grounds
of delay in filing the claim, holding that “mechanical”
denials on technical bases will cause people to lose
confidence in the industry.

- The Supreme Court set aside the verdicts of various
consumer courts, including the National Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC), which
had ruled that insurance companies could deny the
benefit of cover for delay in filing the claims.

+ Judgment: “It is true that the owner has to intimate
the insurer immediately after the theft of the vehicle.
However, this condition should not bar settlement
of genuine claims, particularly when the delay in
intimation or submission of documents is due to
unavoidable circumstances. The decision of the
insurer to reject the claim has to be based on valid
grounds. Rejection of the claims on purely technical
grounds in a mechanical manner will result in loss of
confidence of policyholders in the insurance industry,’

« The verdict would bring big relief to people who fail to
file insurance claims immediately after their vehicles
are damaged in accidents or stolen
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16. Draft policy for abolishing Haj subsidy

In news:

Key highlights of a proposed Haj policy drafted by a
committee appointed by the Centre

« Abolishing subsidy for Haj pilgrims and

« Allow muslim women devotees above 45 to travel in a
group of at least four without a male.

- Women below 45, however, will have to be
accompanied by male Mehrams, according to the

policy.

- It also proposes to increase the quota for Mehrams
from 200 to 500

Key Points:

The proposed HajPolicy 2018-22, by a panel headed by
former secretary Afzal Amanullah, also recommends
bringing down the number of embarkation points
(EPs) from which pilgrims can take flights to Saudi
Arabia from the present 21 to nine.

The policy has been drafted in light of a 2012 Supreme
Court order asking the Centre to abolish the subsidy
gradually by 2022

« India has an annual Haj quota of 1.7 lakh devotees

. Practice at present: Till now, women devotees could
not travel without a male Mehram. The term Mehram
refers to a male a woman cannot marry at any time
in her life (i.e. father, brother or son, etc). The cut in
funds meant for subsidy will be used for educational
empowerment and welfare of Muslims.

17. Ex-SC judges could soon be appointed NHRC chiefs

Context:

+ Appointment of National Human Rights Commission
chiefs..

In news

« The Home Ministry has moved the Cabinet to amend
the recruitment process of the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC)

Key Changes:

« Retired Supreme Courtjudge could also be considered
for the Chairperson’s position, currently reserved for
former Chief Justices of the Supreme Court.

- Similarly, an amendment for appointment of
members is also being considered. The members
could be picked from a pool of retired Chief Justices
of High Courts. Currently, a serving or retired SC judge
is considered.

« The State Human Rights Commissions are also
expected to see a change in the appointment
procedure. Retired High Court judges could also
be considered for the post of State Human Rights
Commission chairperson, which is currently held by
retired Chief Justices of High Courts.
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Key Fact:

« The NHRC was constituted under the Protection of
Human Rights Act in 1993. The Act was last amended
in 2006.

- The Commission consists of a chairperson, one
member who is or has been a Judge of the Supreme
Court, one member who is or has been the Chief
Justice of a High Court and two members to be
appointed from among persons having knowledge
of, or practical experience in, matters relating to
human rights.

« The chairperson and members are appointed by the
President on recommendations from a six-member
committee chaired by the Prime Minister

What next?

« Once the Cabinet approves them, an amendment to
the Protection of Human Rights Act would have to be
ratified by Parliament.

18. All parties need to be on board for simultaneous polls:

Election Commission
Context:
« Simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly polls..
In news
The Election Commission opinion:

« All political parties need to be brought on board
before such an exercise is carried out.

« Simultaneous elections will give enough time for
incumbent government to formulate policies and
implement programmes continuously for a longer
time without interruptions caused by imposition of
model code of conduct.

« Conducting the polls together would be possible
only when necessary changes in the Constitution and
Representation of the People Act are carried out”

Situation at present:

« Existing legal and constitutional provisions mandates
that elections are to be held within six months ahead
of the end of the term of a State Assembly or the Lok
Sabha

Requirement to hold simultaneous polls

« Requirement of 24 lakh each Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) Machines.

« Two sets of EVMs — one for Lok Sabha and another
for the Assembly polls

The Niti Aayod’s “Three Year Action Agenda, 2017-18
t0 2019-20" report:

- The Niti Aayog has also favoured conducting
synchronised two-phase Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections from 2024 in “national interest"

- All elections in India should happen in a free, fair and
synchronised manner to ensure minimum “campaign
mode” disruption to governance
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19. SC brings back ban on firecrackers in Delhi-NCR

region
In News:

« The Supreme Court suspended the sale of firecrackers
in Delhi and NCR till November 1, 2017 in a bid to test
whether a Deepavali without firecrackers this year will
have a “positive effect” on the health of citizens and a
steadily deteriorating air quality.

« November 2016 decision: suspend sales of firecrackers
“to test itself to find out whether there would be a
positive effect of this suspension, particularly during
Deepavali period.”

« Key Points:

«  Adverse effects of burning of crackers during
Deepavali have been witnessed year after year.

«  The air quality deteriorates abysmally and the
city chokes.

« lItleads to closing the schools and the authorities
are compelled to take various measures on
emergent basis, when faced with a “health
emergency”

o Sulphur in fireworks should not be permitted:
Sulphur on combustion produces sulphur-dioxide
and the same is extremely harmful to health. The
CPCB has stated that between 9 p.m. to midnight on
Deepavali day, the levels of sulphur-dioxide content
in the air is dangerously high.

20. MP govt announces Rs 2 lakh aid for widow remarriage

In News:

« Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has announced a slew of measures for women in the
state, including a financial assistance of Rs two lakh for
remarriage of widows.

« The Below Poverty Line (BPL) status would no longer
be required for availing the widow pension in the
state.

+ Chouhan also announced a relaxation in the physical
fitness parameters for female candidates appearing
for a police constable recruitment test.

« Sanitary napkins would be made available at 50 per
cent rates in the predominantly tribal blocks of the
state.

« Seeking to ensure the safety and security of girls:
school buses in the state would be equipped with
CCTV cameras to prevent untoward incidents like eve-
teasing.

- Laws ensuring due share to women in ancestral
properties would be strictly implemented

Matrimonial disputes should be heard in camera: SC

In News:

« The head of the Indian Council of Medical Research,
Dr Soumya Swaminathan, has become the first Indian
on the global leadership team of the World Health
Organisation
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Quantitative evaluation of the Rashtriya Swasthya
Bima Yojana (RSBY)

+ One of the main objectives of any health insurance
scheme is to provide financial coverage (or risk
protection) by reducing such burden while enhancing
use of healthcare

« RSBY has not been able to reduce out-of-pocket
payment for healthcare for the poor, and they face the
catastrophic impact of such payments

India and RSBY:

« Outpatient care comprises up to 70% of total
healthcare utilization in India and 60% of total health
expenditure

+ It has by far been excluded from RSBY coverage

« Because OP is not covered, people could delay
seeking care until they are more severely ill, which is
costly both from the perspective of costs and health

« Despite rising healthcare costs, the scheme continues
to be capped at Rs 30,000 since 2008

« For a family of 4 or 4.5 persons, this is grossly
inadequate

Posiive impact of the scheme:

« One positive impact of the scheme was in non-
medical spending

« The poor increased their household consumption
level, or non-medical spending, after RSBY
intervention

- This can be called “virtual income transfer”
Other schemes:

+ An evaluation of the Yeshasvini scheme in Karnataka
by researchers from Delhi University reported an over
70% reduction in out-pocket spending and a 30%
reduction in borrowings

« Evaluating the Rajiv Aarogyasri scheme in Andhra
Pradesh in 2012, the nonprofit think tank Centre for
Global Development found reduced inpatient out-of-
pocket spending among enrolled families in phase | of
the study, but relatively small impacts on outpatient
out-of-pocket spending, and catastrophic payments

Basic Information:

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY)

+ RSBY, a tax-financed health insurance that is managed
through private insurance companies, was introduced
in 2008 for inpatient care to Below Poverty Line (BPL)
families

« Theschemeaimsto provide healthinsurance coverage
to the unrecognized sector workers belonging to
the BPL category and their family members shall be
beneficiaries under this scheme

- Scheme enables them to receive inpatient medical
care of up to ¥30,000 per family per year in any of the
empanelled hospitals
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« The scheme has won plaudits from the World Bank,
the UN and the ILO as one of the world’s best health
insurance schemes

22. Passive euthanasia already a law, says govt.

In News:

Government _response to the Supreme Court
Constitution Bench:

« Passive euthanasia, the act of withdrawing life support
to a terminally-ill patient, is already the law of the land.

« Aruna Shanbaug case: The government pointed
out that the Supreme Court itself, in 2011, had
issued comprehensive guidelines allowing passive
euthanasia in the tragic case of the bed-ridden former
Mumbai nurse Aruna Shanbaug.

+ The government said it was finalising a draft law
on passive euthanasia called ‘The Management of
Patients With Terminal lliness — Withdrawal of Medical
Life Support Bill, which was drawn up in line with
the recommendations of the Law Commission of
India that life support can be withdrawn for patients
in persistent vegetative state (PVS) or suffering an
irreversible medical condition.

« Centre’s objection: The Centre, however, objected to

legalising the concept of ‘Living Will'— an advance
written directive to physicians for end-of-life medical
care.

+ Reason: this may lead to the abuse and neglect of
the elderly, especially if they were financially well-off.
The government pointed out that the living will was a
concept which contradicts a person’s instinctive urge
to survive.

Social and philosophical aspects

Forcing a person to take medical treatment against their
will is also a social issue

« On one hand, country is short of medical facilities
etc, and on other hand, we force those who are in a
hopeless situation to take treatment

- This also raises a “philosophical question” on whether
a person can refuse treatment

+ Anindividual who refuses to undergo treatment may
become a burden on the resources of the state

Way forward

+ As laid down in the Shanbaug case, the way ahead
was to allow medical boards to decide whether to
allow passive euthanasia or not

Basic Information:
Passive euthnasia:

« Passive euthanasia is the acts of hastening the death
of a terminally-ill patient by altering some form of
support and letting nature take its course.

« Passive euthanasia can involve turning off respirators,
halting medications, discontinuing food and water so
the patient dies because of dehydration or starvation.
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+ Passive euthanasia can include giving the patient
large doses of morphine to control pain in spite
of the likelihood that the painkiller can cause fatal
respiratory problems.

« Active euthanasia: Active euthanasia involves helping
the patient to die on the basis of a request by either
the patient of those close to him or her, usually direct
family members

Living Will:
« A Living Will is a document that allows a person to

explain in writing which medical treatment he or she
does or does not want during a terminal iliness.

« Aterminalillness is a fatal illness that leads ultimately
to death.

« A Living Will takes effect only when the patient is
incapacitated and can no longer express his or her
wishes. The will states which medical treatments may
be used and which may not be used to die naturally
and without the patient’s life being artificially
prolonged by various medical procedures

23. Sex with minor wife, despite consent, is rape: Supreme
Court

Context:

« Exception 2 to Section 375 (rape) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC): allowed the husband of a girl child —
between 15 and 18 years of age — blanket liberty and
freedom to have non-consensual sexual intercourse
with her. Her willingness or consent was of no concern.

« The husband in such cases was not punished for rape.
In news:

The Supreme Court’s historic verdict

«  Sexual intercourse by a man with his wife, who is
below 18 years of age, is rape.

«  Agirlchild below the age of 18 cannot be treated
as a commodity having no say over her body
or someone who has no right to deny sexual
intercourse to her husband

« Human rights of a girl child are very much alive
and kicking whether she is married or not and
deserve recognition and acceptance

«  The court, however, refrained from dealing with
the issue of marital rape of a woman aged above
18

«  The exception clause to rape, carved out in
the IPC, created an unnecessary and artificial
distinction between a married girl child and an
unmarried girl child

«  The clause took away the right of a girl child
to bodily integrity and reproductive choice.
It had even the effect of turning a blind eye to
trafficking of the minor girl children in the guise
of marriage

» Exception 2 to Section 375 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code & statutory rape : The exception had
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remained an anomaly because Section 375 itself
mandated that sex with a girl below 18 years of age,
with or without her consent, was statutory rape. An
unmarried girl child can prosecute her rapist, but a
married girl child aged between 15 and 18 could not
even do that

« Expert opinion:

« With this judgment, considered by experts
as trigger to declaring child marriage void ab
initio, the court ended the decades-old disparity
between Exception 2 to Section 375 IPC and
other child protection laws.

+ These include the Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act of 2006, Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act and Juvenile Justice Act, all which
define a “child” as someone who is below 18
years of age

What is the conflict between IPC 375 and POCSO Act?

« Almost every statute in India recognises that a girl

below 18 years of age is a child and it is for this reason
that the law penalises sexual intercourse with a girl
who is below 18 years of age.

Exception 2 to Section 375 of the IPC: if a girl child
between 15 and 18 years of age is married, her
husband can have non-consensual sexual intercourse
with her, without being penalised under the IPC, only
because she is married to him and for no other reason.

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act:

« PCMA makes child marriage only voidable, that is,

the burden is placed on the child bride to approach a
court to declare her marriage a nullity.

+ She has to do this within two years of attaining

majority that is by the time she is 20 years old.

- If not, the marriage continues.

Will previous cases of child marriages/rape be
reconsidered?

- The judgment will have “prospective effect” meaning

it will not apply to past cases

Cognizance of such offenses can be taken only in
accordance with the provisions of section 198(6) of
the Criminal Procedure Code

The provision says that court shall not take cognizance
of an offense under Section 376 IPC*“if more than one
year has elapsed from the date of commission of the
offense

Does this judgment apply to women above 18 years of
age also?

The SC bench clarified that it was not making any
observation on “marital rape” of a woman who is 18
years of age and above as the issue was not before the
court

The question whether marital rape should be
criminalized is pending before the Delhi High Court
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where the Centre has filed an affidavit opposing this
saying that doing so may destabilize the institution of
marriage apart from being an easy tool for harassing
husbands

24. 'Living Will' can take effect only if a medical board

certifies a person condition is irreversible: Supreme
Court

Context:

« The Supreme Court is hearing a petition by NGO
Independent Thought to legalize euthanasia and the
concept of ‘Living Will'

- Five-judge Constitution Bench, headed by Chief
Justice, is debating on when exactly a person’s‘Living
Will' or advance directive for end-of-life medical care
should take effect.

In news:

« Court’s observation: A person’s advance directive to
withdraw medical care to allow him to die with dignity
should take effect only when a medical board affirms
that his condition is beyond cure and irreversible.

« The Bench said it would lay down guidelines for
drafting living wills and how it can be authenticated.
It has reserved the case for judgment.

« Advance directives may be approved by a magistrate.
The magistrate has to examine that the person
executing the ‘Living Will" is of sound mind. That he
has taken informed consent

« Example: If a man is admitted to a hospital and he
goes into coma. The hospital informs the medical
board, which takes a fair, informed and impartial
decision that his medical condition is beyond cure.
This decision is taken by the medical board on the
touchstone of modern technology.

« Two-fold test as to when a ‘Living Will" would come
into effect:

When the medical condition of the patient has become
irreversible.

When the prolongation of his life can be done only at the
cost of pain and suffering which is at a level inconsistent
with his advance directive.

Government’s response

+ The legalization of ‘advance directives' would amount
to waiving of the paramount fundamental right to life
enshrined under Article 21 of the Constitution.

« Government was opposing the concept of ‘Living
Will" as a principle of public policy. It said the State’s
primary obligation is to sustain life and not legalise a
person’s wish to die.

« The government had said the passive euthanasia
is the law of the land, with thousands of cases in
which doctors withdraw life support after getting the
informed consent of the relatives

Gian Kaur judgment of 1996

The court observed that right to live with dignity
also includes right to die with dignity, to approve of
passive euthanasia
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25. SC lauds Karnataka for declaring child marriage void

In news

« The Supreme Court lauded Karnataka for its

pioneering act of amending the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act (PCMA) to make child marriage
automatically void.

Amended PCMA

+ In Karnataka, the husband of a girl child would be

liable for punishment for child marriage under the
amended PCMA The Supreme Court

«  For penetrative sexual assault or aggravated
penetrative sexual assault under the POCSO Act;
and

« If the husband and the girl child are living
together in the same or shared household for
rape under the IPC

Highlights of a study published by the National

Commission for Protection of Child Rights and Young
Lives based on the 2011 Census:

« Over 20% girls in this country are married before

attaining the age of 18.

« More than one out of every five marriages violates the

provisions of the PCMA and the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955

26. Reconsider new Haj policy, urges Rajasthan body
Context:

+ The new Haj policy for 2018-22.
In news:

Reforms recommended:

« The reduction of embarkation points for Haj

pilgrimage from the existing 21 to only nine across
the country.

+ Abolishing subsidy for Haj pilgrims and allowing

women above 45 years of age to travel in a group of at
least four without a male.

Rajasthan pilgrims against the recommendations
made

+ Reason: termination of flights from Jaipur. The Haj

flights from the State capital had started in 2005 after
a seven-year-long agitation.

The termination of flights from Jaipur would put the
pilgrims to a great inconvenience, as they would be
required to travel to either Delhi or Ahmedabad to
board the special flights. It will impose an additional
expenditure and cause a great difficulty to old and
infirm pilgrims.

Allowing women to travel without a male companion
was against the principles of Shariah
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designate an advocate as senior advocate if - In their
opinion by virtue of his ability; standing at the Bar or
special knowledge or experience in law distinction

28. Supreme Court refers case of ban on women's entry

27. Lawyers as Seniors: Supreme Court frames rules for
itself, 24 High Courts

Context:

« Days after it announced that it would put online

reasons behind appointments and transfer of judges,
the Supreme Court took another step towards
transparency, this time in its process of designating
senior lawyers.

It laid down guidelines for itself and 24 High Courts to
govern the exercise of designating lawyers as seniors
and ordered setting up of a permanent committee
headed by the Chief Justice of India assisted by a
secretariat

The permanent Committee:
- The permanent committee will comprise the Chief

Justice of India and two senior most companion
judges, Attorney General of India and a representative
from the bar nominated by the first four members.

For the HCs, it will have the Chief Justice of the
respective HC and the Advocate General of the state
in place of CJl and Attorney General.

The Committee will interview the candidate and
make an overall evaluation on the basis of his/her
number of years of practice, judgments (reported and
unreported) which indicate the legal formulations
advanced by the Advocate concerned in the course of
the proceedings of the case, pro bono work done by
him/her, domain expertise of the applicant in various
branches of law and publications by the advocate.

After a name is considered and approved by the
permanent committee, it will be put before the Full
Court which will include SC/HC judges as the case
may be and will further decide to accord senior
designation to an advocate either unanimously or by
majority, through secret ballot.

The Full Court may also recall the senior designation
of a lawyer if it feels he is guilty of conduct that
disentitles him to the same

The Permanent Secretariat

« The applications including proposals from the judges
will be submitted to the permanent secretariat

« It will compile the relevant data and information with

regard to the reputation, conduct, integrity of the
Advocate(s) concerned including his/her participation
in pro bono work; reported judgments in which the
concerned Advocate(s) had appeared; the number of

into Sabarimala temple to Constitution Bench
In News:

Case

transferred from three-judge Bench to

Constitution Bench:

The Supreme Court referred to a five-judge
Constitution Bench the question whether the
fundamental right of women to pray at the place of
their choice can be discriminated against solely based
“on a biological factor exclusive to the female gender!’

Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court will
scrutinise the age-old practice in Kerala’s famed
Sabarimala temple of restricting entry for women
aged between 10 and 50 — that is, those who are in
the menstruating age.

The Supreme Court questioned: How a temple
managed by a statutory board — the Travancore
Devaswom Board — and financed out of the
Consolidated Fund of Kerala and Tamil Nadu “can
indulgein practices violating constitutional principles/
morality.”

Temple authorities’ response: justified the
restriction, saying it is a practice founded in tradition

Constitution Bench to decide:

Whether the practice of excluding such women
constitutes an “essential religious practice”

Whether a religious institution can exclude women as
part of its right to manage its own affairs in matters of
religion.

Whether the ban qualifies as an “essential religious
practice” of the Hindu faith, over which the court has
no jurisdiction.

Whether Ayyappa devotees form a separate religious
denomination by themselves.

If atemple managed by a statutory board can‘indulge’
in the practice of banning women from entry on
moral grounds

Key Fact:

Rule 3 (b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship
(Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965: allows a ‘religious
denomination’ to ban entry of women between the age

such judgments for the last five years. of 10 to 50 years.

It will also publish the proposal of designation of a 29. SC asks Centre to set up expert panel to check Blue
particular Advocate in the official website of the Court Whale game

concerned inviting the suggestions and views of In News:

other stakeholders in the proposed designation.

« The cases will then be put up before the Permanent
Committee for scrutiny

The Supreme Court asked government to set up a
panel of experts to block virtual dare games like Blue
Whale Challenge which has allegedly led to several
suicidal deaths.

The Senior Advocate

« Supreme Court rules say that the Chief Justice and
the judges may with the consent of the advocate,
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The apex court also sought the government’s
response on a plea seeking to firewall such life
threatening/violent games existing in the cyber
world like ‘Choking game; ‘Salt and Ice Challenge; ‘Fire
Challenge; ‘Cutting challenge] ‘Eyeball challenge’ and
‘Human Embroidery game'

What is a Firewall? Firewall is a system designed
to prevent unauthorised access to or from a private
network by controlling incoming and outgoing
network traffic.

The Blue Whale Challenge: The Blue Whale
Challenge is reportedly a suicide game in which
the player is given certain tasks to complete over a
period of 50 days and the final task leads him or her
to commit suicide. The player is also asked to share
photos after finishing each challenge.

30. SC does a re-think on dowry harassment ruling
In News:

Previous verdict:

On July 27, the Supreme Court had concluded that
Section 498A (dowry harassment) of the Indian Penal
Code has come under much abuse..

Dowry complaints are being filed in the heat of the
moment by women over trivial issues

Innocent relatives, including parents of advanced age,
siblings and grandparents, suffer harassment

The judgment directed ‘Family Welfare Committees’
to sift the genuine cases of dowry harassment from
the trivial ones

Police would take action only on the basis of the
committee’s report

These committees were directed to be made up of
social workers, homemakers, retired persons and
other citizens

No arrest should normally be effected on dowry
harassment complaints until the committee confirms
the genuineness

Absolute U-turn:

Two months after the Supreme Court stopped
immediate arrests of accused in dowry harassment
cases, the court did a re-think, saying its order dilutes
the right of a woman to seek justice against the evil
of dowry

31. PM Moadi to inaugurate first ever All India Institute of
Ayurveda

In News

The first ever All India Institute of Ayurveda (AllA),
modelled on the lines of AlIMS, will be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the national capital
on‘Ayurveda Day’on October 17.

Set up as an apex institute under the Ministry of
AYUSH, the AlIA will bring in the synergy between
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traditional wisdom of Ayurveda and modern
diagnostic tools and technology

32. Kancha llaiah case: We're not here to ban books, says
Supreme Court

Context

« The petition filed by advocate took exception to a

particular chapter in a book titled ‘Post-Hindu India’
called ‘Hindutv-Mukt Bharat'

« The book is critical about the caste system prevailing

in India, especially in the Arya Vysya community

Supreme Court Observation

« “Any request for banning a book of the present nature

has to be strictly scrutinized because every author
or writer has a fundamental right to speak out ideas
freely and express thoughts adequately. Curtailment
of an individual writer/author’s right to freedom
of speech and expression should never be lightly
viewed,’

It is not up to the Supreme Court to use its powers to
ban books, which are a free expression of a writer’s
thoughts and feelings about the society and world he
lives in. Courts cannot be asked to gag free expression.

The Supreme Courthasalways placed thefundamental
right to free speech at the highest pedestal.

« This is what the Supreme Court recorded in its two-

page order while dismissing a petition to ban a book
written by writer and activist Professor Kancha llaiah
Shepherd called Samajika Smugglurlu Komatollu

33. Pro bono criterion for judges too?
Context:

+ Supreme Court’s guidelines: a lawyer should have

fought a certain number of cases pro bono or free of
cost in order to be designated as a senior lawyer

In News:

« Government’s decision: a lawyer’s pro bono record

should be considered while elevating him or her as a
judge.

Idea needs to b