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and the buffalo ran into the branches and thorns. He died there.

said Ukulekha.

secret name

Ukulekha




WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

springbok: an animal like a small deer that lives in South Africa and is
reddish brown in colour. It can jump very high.

honeycombs:  awax structure containing many small holes which is made
by bees to store their honey.

ravine: a deep narrow valley with steep sides.

summoned: to order somebody to be present at a particular place.
veld: a flat open country with few trees.

thorn: a small sharp pointed growth.

is LET’S UNDERSTAND

)
I. Answer the following questions.
1. Whydidthe chief organize a feast?

2. 'What conditions did he lay down for the man who would marry his
daughter?

Why was the king disappointed with what the men brought?
Why did the Chief decide to make the conditions easier & simple?

Why did Ukulekha think that the sweet thorn tree was the most
wonderful tree in the world?

How did Ukulekha know her father’s secret name?

At the beginning of the story, the chief wanted a man who would look
after his daughter. How and why did the Chief change his attitude?

8. Why was the Chief amazed and proud of his daughter?

II. What three things did the girl bring and how did she justify them?
Fill in the information in the table:

The Jammu & Kashmir State Board of School Education












‘@ LET’S TALK
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LET’S WRITE
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Did you notice the format of the letter to an editor and organization of the letter?

The opening paragraph talks about what the actual purpose of the letter is.
The second paragraph gives details of the complaint.
The last paragraph expresses a hope.
All letters can follow this kind of orgainsation.
e Stating the purpose.
e Giving details.
¢ Concluding appropriately.

Now write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing grief at how the old
people are treated and offer some suggestions to improve their lot.

3 DO IT YOURSELF

™

Atthe end of the story, the chief was proud of his daughter and her abilities.
He decides to improve the condition of the girls in his kingdom.

In groups of 4/5 discuss and then write down a plan that the chief could use.
[Hints: make education compulsory for girls and boys, fix minimum age for marriage,
etc.]
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A Brush with Mithila Art

‘é LET’S BEGIN
)

Now we have art schools and degrees are awarded to successful students.
We have sophisticated equipment too. But we have had art and artists almost ever
since the beginning of creation.

How do you think artists in the past learned their art, where did they get the
paints, where did they get colours from, what did they paint with?

Get information about all the above questions and discuss them in class.

“é LET’S READ

You must have drawn and scribbled on walls with pencils or
crayons, especially when no one was looking! Well, humans in very ancient times
began painting the same way-using colours from plants and flowers to paint on
cave walls and floors. And so beautifully, that this tradition of painting was kept
alive, sometimes by kings and rich nobles, more often by the common people
themselves, in their own communities. These styles of painting have come down
the generations, and have become a part of the folk art of our country. Indiais like
a 3,280,483 sq. kms large museum, with many art galleries — some natural, some
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We light up an earthern lamp and hold a utensil over it and then mix the soot
with kerosene when we paint.

Q. Whatis special about the Kohabar?

S. Youknow, it’s always painted in the same way, using the same symbols ina
given order. Each symbol has its special meaning. For instance, lotus leaves in
Kohabar say that just as the lotus leaves flourish in the water, so may the
bride’s happiness flourish!

Q. What do the other symbeols mean?

S. The Kohabar is filled with figures of Shiva and Parvati, lotus seeds, fish,
birds, peacocks and bumblebees. There are even the sun and the moon, the
nine planets and also the sea. These are all supposed to be witnesses to the
marriage.

Q. Is Kohabar the only popular form of Mithila art?

S. No, that’s notall! Another popular form of Mithila art is the Kamaldah. It

looks like a garland of lotus flowers, the center of which the bridegroom fills up
with sindoor and sends to the bride.

Q. Are all Mithila paintings related to the marriage ritual?

S. Tomarriage, or to other religious festivities. Each puja calls for a special
kind of alpana. Alpanas are drawn using ground rice mixed with water.

The one drawn in winter for Kartik ki Ekadashi is drawn on the floor of the
courtyard and continues right up to the puja room. Then there’s the
Khatbaar—a rectangular pattern drawn in the bridegroom’s house when the
bride steps in for the first time.

Q. Are these traditional and ritualistic paintings still as much part of
life, as they used to be?

S. Yes, of course! Mithila art s still very much part of our lives.

WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

painstakingly: with great care.

tinting: putting a small amount of a particular colour.
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4

S

@\ USING WORDS
V.

Compound Words
Masterpiece, handmade paper, grandmother, bumble-bees, bridegrooms are all

compound words in the lesson.
I. Fillin the blanks with words from the box to make new

compound words.
1. master tongue
2. piece meal
3. hand minded
4. grand busy
5. mother——M83 — made
6. bee outs
7. bumble —M - slam
8. brides around
I After you have made the new compound words, complete the sentences
using these words.
1. The house has no sense of design because it has been developed

NSk

ina

Mybestfriendwasmy____________ atmy wedding.

Many peoplein Indiacan speakintheir_____ but can neither
read nor write in it.

The tennis playerwontwo____________titles last year.

The presenter distributed ___________ before she started speaking.
The election campaignwas by the chief Minister’s son.
My grandmother, though old,isareal ____ always doing
something or the other.

Thedrunkenman___ the house, and almost fell down once
or twice.
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went about his

business.

Yet........

man could not
communicate

with another of his

own species.

The dictionaries

that filled the reference shelves
became archaic,

yet man would not speak
of his innermost feeling.
He filled many a canvas

and hammered at many arock

1. Thepoem is about:

LET’S UNDERSTAND

to express himself.

Many a pen dipped in ink

strove to write

but all in vain

in his heart.

layman’s secret

his fears, his feelings
no word, no brush

no chisel, no language
could open the door
that grew rusty

and each man died

misunderstood....

1)  The various modes of communication.

i) Man’s attempt at communication in different ways.

i) Different modes of travel.

2. Describe the contrast that is shown in the first seven lines.

In the first ten lines what are the different modes of travel which have been

mentioned?

4. Complete the table with the different ways that human beings have been

trying to communicate with their own species.
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miserable you shall be, and the heartless lord will punish you. Don’tbe sad for
me, since we must all die some day.”

“Oh mother, forgive me,” sobbed the unhappy man, “I cannot do this....”
But because of her insistence, he agreed to take her at last. Since she was unable
to go up by herself, he took her up on his back, and with tears trickling down his
face, climbed up silently and slowly.

The narrow path wound up through dark and desolate forests. Gradually
even the trail could hardly be seen in the failing dusk. The farmer had to part the
tall grasses, and lift the overhanging foliage, as he climbed higher and higher.

CR.R.R.ACK. Suddenly, the old mother perched on his back, broke of a
twig from a tree.

Hardly had the farmer taken a few weary steps more...then....cr..r..r.ack..
she broke another...

Againcr...r.ack...
Cr...rack.

The puzzled young farmer stopped. “Mother, why are you breaking so many
twigs?” he asked.

“I am breaking, and throwing them down,” replied the mother calmly.
“IT know that I will not be alive by tomorrow, but it will be extremely dangerous if
you lose your way returning home. Just now it’s dark, but when the moon rises,
you will find your way back safely, following these twigs through this dismal forest.”

Hearing her loving words, the farmer wept bitterly as he helped her down to
the stony ground.

“Mother...Mother....” He cried “Even at such a terrible time as now, how
can you still think of me, even though I am carrying you to our death?”” he sobbed.

“There is nothing strange about my thoughts,” smiled the mother gently. “I
was so joyful when you were born, and never minded any hardships to bring you
up, my son. It’s very natural for me to care and think of you.”

“Never, never will I leave you mother, in this dreadful place,” cried the
farmer. “I will gladly accept any punishment from the feudal lord, rather than let

The Jammu & Kashmir State Board of School Education



SO BOTH

wdr

the feudal lord heard
dumbfounded.

can

Make abundle

sed




28

The farmer ran to the court of the feudal lord and bowing low, told him what
his mother had said.

How thankful and relieved the lord was! He praised the farmer, and gave
him lots of money and lovely presents.

After some time, the great overlord sent a messenger to the feudal lord with
another problem, which was much more difficult.

“How is it possible to pull a silken thread, through a narrow pipe with seven
bends?”

“If you cannot reply correctly,” said the messenger, “my overlord will ransack
your entire state.”

The feudal lord, trembling and fearful again sent a proclamation across the
land. Hearing it, again the farmer hurried home to tell his old mother, hidden away
inherlittle room.,

“TT’S VERY simple my son,” said the mother, “Let our master get a narrow
pipe made with seven bends. Place it on the ground and put plenty of sugar at
one end. Then tie a silken thread round a large ant and release it at the opposite
end. Surely the ant will pull the silken thread through the pipe, not only through
seven bends, but through seventy!” she added laughing.

“Thank you mother...thank you,” cried the happy farmer. He ran as fast as
he could, to tell the delighted feudal lord, who rewarded him with bags of gold and
precious gifts. Time passed and yet once more, the wicked overlord sent his
messenger, to harass the feudal lord with the hardest problem of all.

“The great lord wishes you to make him a drum, that will play by itself,”
announced the messenger.

The feudal lord was petrified. “Whois there that can tell us how to make
such a wondrous drum, and save our lives and land?” he wailed.

The farmer turned again to his mother for advice.

The Jammu & Kashmir State Board of School Education









31

I. Find words from the text which mean the same as the following:

An official statement that something must happen.

feeling or expressing great happiness.

to limit the development of something.

movement which is quiet and careful in order not to be seen or heard.

so shocked and surprised that you cannot speak.
of such high value that the price of it cannot be calculated.

Find words which are similar in meaning to the following words from

petrified

un dis.

an

ho
d d

(0)%

t

1.
2.
3.
4. lonely.
5.
6. defeated.
7. toannounce publicly.
8.
0.
10. trembled.
IL.
the text. Consult a thesaurus.
1. terrified
2. sorrowful
3. worried
4. dreadful
5. ransack
6. delighted
7. Tharass
8. courageously

br
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Dictionary practice: Homographs
Look at the sentences given below:

1.  Longagoin Japan, there was a small state ruled by a
young feudal lord.

2. Shewasinaterrible state before the interview.
Then look at the dictionary entries given below:
State in (1) refers to a country or its government.
State in (2) refers to a condition or way that exists at a particular time.

Two or more words that are spelt the same but have different meanings and
sometimes different pronunciations are called homographs.

Consult a dictionary and find out which meanings fit the underlined words
in the sentences given below:

1. @ Soonthere were hardly any old people left.
(i) Turn leftthen turn right and you will reach the house.

2. (1) Itwasimpossible to hide her age.
(i) The hide of an Elephant is very thick.

3. () Thenarrow path wound up through dark and desolate forests.
(i) The wound did not heal for a long time.

4. @ Hetookherup on his back

@) Youwill find your way back
safely.
5. (@ Theentire village was fast
asleep.
(i) He ran as fast as he could.

The Jammu & Kashmir State Board of School Education












center. Terrible explosions. We went down info the cellar, the cold
dark revolting cellar. And ours isn't even all that safe. Mommy,
Daddy and I just stood there, holding on to one another in a corner
that Jooked safe. Standing there in the dark, in the warmth of
parent’s arms, I thought about leaving Sarajevo. Every body is
thinking about it, and so am I. I couldn't bear to go alone, to leave
behind Mommy and Daddy, &randma and Grandad.

s DO IT YOURSELF
-

)
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The Fable of the Three Brothers
(A choral reading for the Earth Day...)

‘é’ LET’S BEGIN
)

1. Ingroups of 4/5 discuss in what different ways we have damaged the
earth. One member from each group will report to the whole class.

After all the groups have reported make one common list.

2. Using the commen list, discuss in what ways children can contribute
towards ‘saving the earth’,

mé‘ LET’S READ
&S

Characters
NARRATOR

FATHER

ELDEST BROTHER
2ND BROTHER
YOUNGEST BROTHER
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39
The eldest thought:

I’'m wisest. How simple it will be! Before three years are
over I'll sell them all for lumber—My profit will be great. I'll
so impress my father, I’'ll win the whole estate.

The second son stood gazing across his meadow land. He
watched the cattle grazing, and murmured:

I'll expand, I’1l raise three times more cattle and have more
meet to sell. I’ll show that I can manage my portion very
well.

The youngest thought his outlook was really not so fine.

I must improve these acres. I'll plough by contour line. "1l
dig our blush and boulders and plant some windbreak trees.
I’1l start a little orchard, and maybe have some bees. 1
won’t at once make money, but I’ll enrich the soil. The
land will grow in value, I’'m sure, through thought and toil.

So when three years were over, the father took account.
The eldest waved his money —a very great amount. His
father then inspected the hillsides shorn of trees. He frowned
and fumed....

Idon’t approve such practices as these. Without a web of
rootlets to hold the soil in place, a hillside crumbles quickly
and gullies scar its face. You failed from start to finish to
treat your portion well.

The second son stepped forward.
Just see how I excel.
He showed a bag of money.... His father shook his head.

I rue the way you earned it — your senses must have fled.
You put too many cattle to graze upon the land. They
stripped it bare. Disaster is rife on every hand. You left the
soil unshielded, to wash and blow away. The plan you had
was foolish-such tactics do not pay.
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NARRATOR: He then addressed the youngest.
FATHER: And what have you to say?
YOUNGEST: My soil was poor to start with. My earnings have been

small. If you inspect my pockets, you won’t find much at
all. ButI’ve enriched the acres and cleared the stones away.
Have you observed the garden, the orchard, and the hay?

FATHER: I'have! I praise your foresight, your way is thebest by far.
You made the soil productive, you did not leave a scar. You
tended it most wisely, my son. You weren’t misled by hopes
for present profit, you planned for years ahead. I'll rest
content now knowing the future of these lands — these hillside,
fields, and meadows —is in such worthy hands.

Aileen Fisher
WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
fall: autumn.
pry out: force it open or force it to come away from the other thing.
lumber: tree trunks, logs or plank of wood that have been cut for use.
shorn: removed by cutting.
fumed: expressing impatience and anger.
scar. damaged with ugly marks.
unshielded: without protection.

3 LET’S UNDERSTAND
w

I. Answer these questions.
1.  Why do you think the father did not divide his property equally among
his three sons?
2. Why did the father think that his eldest son had failed his test?
3. Though the second son earned a lot of money, he too failed. Give reasons.
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Now in small groups make two posters:
1. Announcing the celebration of the Earth Day in your school.
2. Choose any one of the following topics for an awareness poster:
e Say no to plastic bags.
e Noise pollution,
e Conserving water.
e Saving the earth.

G DOIT YOURSELF
-

&

If the earth had a voice, how would it express its anguish
over what human beings have done to it?

Write a story, a poem or a small play
voicing the pain experienced by the earth.
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LET’S UNDERSTAND

\J

1. Read stanza 1 again and describe the state of the earth in ancient times?
2. 'Who are the “others” of line 9?7 What did they do?

3. Asaresult of what the “other” did, what happened to the earth?

4. Whatis it that sustains us “through all those years?”

5. Does the poem end in hope or despair? Give reasons for your answer.
6

“For we are all one” With what does the poet feel this sense of oneness?

é DO IT YOURSELF
L

~

Discuss with your partners how we can make the earth a wonderful place
once again. Write your thoughts in a poem.
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“Yes. The Inspector thinks it is Pushpa, Muthu or Bahadur. ButIdon’t
think so.”

“We should know in a few hours,” Tikko said. “The Inspector is going to
use anew lie-detector.”

“Iknow. He asked Mum to ask you to stay back.”

“Yes, your mother informed me on the intercom. But the detector will not
work if the person doesn’t respond emotionally,” Tikko said. “I also heard your
mother’s prized Brussels lace fern was damaged.”

“Yes. She’s as upset about that as she
is about the statues. If the thief had broken
Mum’s bonsai, she would’ve charged him for
destruction of her precious tree, and then for
theft!” Sikki laughed. “Well, we have a witness
to the crime,” said Tikko.

“Witness? Who?” asked the puzzled
Sikki, racking his brain.

“Wait and see,” Tikko said. He came
back a few minutes later.

“Thatis your witness!” Sikki exclaimed, even
more surprised.

“Yes—and an excellent one too that doesn’t know how to cheat. Here were
footsteps outside the outhouse. Sikki and Tikko turned around. Mrs. Narendra
came in followed by Inspector Shetty, Uncle Hari, Muthu, Bahadur and Pushpa,

“Everything ready, Dr. Tilak?” Inspector Shetty asked.

“Yes, I've rigged up the polygraph lie-detector. But I have a suggestion.
Will you step aside with me, Inspector,” Tikko asked.

He took Inspector Shetty to Dr. Narendra’s sound-proof office. It had a
glass partition and everyone in the 1ab could see Tikko gesticulating, the Inspector
shaking his head and Tikko doing some rapid talking with both hands and mouth.

“What on earth is Tikko saying to the Inspector that he cannot say in front
of us?”’ Uncle Hari said, in exasperation.
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“Mr. Sharma, will you walk past the plant now?” Inspector Shetty said
with a half smile.

“Sure!” Uncle Hari said with confidence. “But as you can see, there’s
nothing happening, so why bother?” he said patiently.

“Will you walk past anyway?” the Inspector asked.

“This nonsense has gone far enough. You should be conducting a proper
interrogation,” Uncle Hari said with a disgruntled expression. Muttering something
under his breath, he quickly walked past the bonsai. The needle on graph paper

jumped and started skimming across the paper erratically. The little bonsai was
clearly agitated. “Well, Inspector, you have your man,” Tikko said.

“Tikko, how did the bonsai know that Uncle Hari had stolen the statues?”
Sikki asked.

“Plants react to the death of any cells. When Mr. Sharma broke the pot
and trampled on the fern, he hurt it. To the bonsai, Mr. Sharma was bad news—it
simply recognized the killer of the other plant and not the thief.

“Why did he steal Mum’’s statues?” Sikki asked, staring out of the window.

“Because he had no job. He must have been desperate and that makes you
do things you’d never do otherwise.”

Sikki nodded and got up. “I think I’ll say thanks to the bonsai before I go
to bed. It might even understand!
Meera Uberoi

Note: American and Russian scientists have proved that plants react to
the death of any cell, have memories and can communicate over distances.

WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
ravenous: extremely hungry.
bonsai: the method of growing very small trees by continually cutting the
roots and branches and growing them in small containers
bruised: an injury or mark where the area is darker in colour.
reliable: something or someone who can be trusted.
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shards: pieces of a glass, cut, pot, etc. which has been broken.

polygraph lie detector.

sniggered: to laugh in an unkind manner.

unorthodox: different from what is usual or expected.
disgruntled:  annoyed and disappointed about something.
agitated: lack of calm.

is LET’S UNDERSTAND

I.  Answer the following questions:

Why did Sikki not enter the house through the main door?
Why did the inspector suspect all the servants of the house?
Who were Caesar and Pompeii?

What were the inspector’s plans for the evening’?

‘What can we infer about Sikki’s mother from Sikki’s conversation with
Tickoo?

Who is the witness and why is it called ‘unorthodox’?

How did the bonsai detect that uncle Hari was the thief?

What is the significance of Sikki’s statement, “It might even understand?”
List the hints that the author gives us about uncle Hari being the thief.

AN e

A S

II. Put the following statements in the order in which they occurred
in the story.

1. The Inspector wanted to use the lie detector.

2. TheInspector questioned all the servants of the house.

3. The murtis of Shiva and Parvati were stolen at 10 0’ clock.
4

Sikki came home from school.
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Dr. Tilak knew how to find the thief.

Hari Uncle walks in front of the bonsai.

The servants are by one walk past the plant.
The bonsai detected the thief.

5.
6.
7.
8.

I. Tick the correct alternative for the underlined expressions from
the choices given.

1. He was always ravenous after school.
(1) greedy) (ii) very hungry (iii) starved
2. Tohisright, was alovely peach Bonsai bursting with blossoms.

(i) alarge tree (ii) name of a flower (iii) a very small plant or a tree.
3. The pot was broken, and the leaves bruised and torn.

(i) discoloured (ii) attacked (iii) searched
4. “Iamnotathief,” he said indignantly.

(1) apologetically (ii) anxiously (iii) angrily
5. He got up and stepped on some pot shards.
(i) broken pieces of pottery (ii) bits of dirt (iii) mud from the pots

6. Everyone could see Tikko gesticulating from the glass partition.
(1) calling loudly (ii) shaking in anger
(iii) moving hands andarms to express something

7. Isthat stunted little plant your witness?
(1) lacking full growth (ii) bent (iii) strange looking

8. Muthu walked past the plant gingerly.

(1) carefully (ii) holding some ginger (iii) slowly
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DOIT YOURSELF

Find out about various ways in which science has helped the work of
detectives. You could collect the information from the internet or an

encyclopedia.
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give him, as she explained, something to life for), failed to get any response. So,
mournfully and solemnly, his corpse was buried in the garden under a small
strawberry plant (Mother’s suggestion). A short funeral address, written and
read in a trembling voice by Larry, made the occasion a memorable one. It was
only marred by Roger, who, in spite of all my protests insisted on wagging his tail
through out the burial service.

Gerald Durrell
WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
lumbering: moving in a heavy and awkward manner.
regally: in aroyal manner.
dandelions: a type of small wild bright-yellow flower with leaves that have
deep V-shaped cuts in them.
agonized: suffer great pain or anxiety.
emulate: to try to do as well as or better than another being.
embedded: to fix firmly and deeply.
conducive: likely to produce.
respite relief.

s LET’S UNDERSTAND
W

I. State whether the following information is true or false.
1. Achilles’s favourite fruit was grapes.
2. Roger felt that strawberries were wasted on Achilles.
3. Roger would like the grape juice of Achilles.
4.  Achilles would often disturb the family when they relaxed in the garden.
5. Achilles was found dead in a well full of water.
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6. The family was glad that Achilles was dead.
7. Mother suggested that they bury the tortoise under a strawberry plant.
8.  Gerald Durrell read out the funeral speech in great sorrow.
9.  Achilles had several human qualities.
10. Achilles liked to eat the big strawberries in a secluded spot.

II. Answer the following questions.

1. 'Why was there a ‘greatrivalry’ between Achilles and Roger? How did
itmanifest in their behaviour.

2. Whatfruit did Achilles like the best? Describe the manner in which he
would enjoy eating it?

3. Why did the author have to lock up Achilles whenever they lay in the
garden?

4. How did Achilles die? What were the novel ways in which the family
tried to revive him?

5. Did the family grieve at the tortoise passing away? Describe Achilles
funeral.

6. Inabout 100 words write a description of Achilles. You may include its
physical appearance, eating habits, other special characteristics.

A

WA

g\ USING WORDS
\ il

snapped  marred tethered funeral christened
devour rivalry delicacies hysetrical vigorous

1. Fillin the blanks in the sentences below with words from the box:

1.  When the leader died, music was played on
television for three days

2. Thedog at the ankles of anyone who tried
to enter the house.
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3. Thebaby was Radhika after her
grandmother.

4. The starving man the food quickly as he
hadn’t eaten for two days.

5. Although there was great between the two
school teams, they were great friends off the field.

6. The school function was by the bad
behaviour of some naughty boys.

7. The dog was let loose the whole day, but was to
the tree in the town whenever guests visited.

8.  Ourdogrequires exercise everyday for at least
twenty minutes

9. We over the delicious chocolate cake our mother
bakes every Sunday.

10. Snails and frog’s legs are considered in France.

Match the words in column A with their meanings in column B.

A B
1. sense of humour (i) adeadbody
2. drbbled (i) liquidflows slowly in small amounts
3. overpowering (i) body
4. retreat (iv) acapacity to cause or feel amusement
5. hysterical (v) seriously
6. leisure (vi) sostrong as to make them unbearable
7. anatomy (vii) comfortably and with a lot of time
8. corpse (viii) becoming uncontrollable
9. solemnly (ix) to gointo a safe place
10. affronted (x) insulted
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The Last Stone Mason

‘é LET’S BEGIN
o

1. Whatis generation gap?

2. Ingroups of 4/5, take up any one aspect and discuss how your ideas are
different from your parents/grandparents.

You could talk about:
®  Dresses.
e  Cominghome late.
e Driving.
s  Music.
®  (Going to parties.
e Talking to friends on the phone.

3. Doeskeeping up with the changing times mean giving up everything traditional?
Have a class discussion on this topic.
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On and on he worked, hitting the chisel with forceful blows. But then came
the time when the old man felt his strength diminishing, when his hands began to
tremble under the impact of the hammer, when his shoulders started to ache, when
his arms grew heavy as lead and his eyes grew tired, so tired. And then he
couldn’t see the shape of the eternal pair any more. It frightened him. He sank
back and prayed. The old man prayed a lot during those days.

“Masterjee,” the servant whispered, “again you haven’t touched your food.
Please take a bit of rice and vegetable. You had only a glass of milk for breakfast.
Come, take the curd. You like curd, I know you do.”

The old man looked up from his hands. He
whispered, “I am not going to finish it. I will not
complete it. If Gopal were here, it would be
different.” He nodded absentmindedly and
continued, “He wasn’t the best of craftsmen, but
he was good and strong. He chipped offthe stone | &'
layer by layer as if it were clay. He hadn’t yet = =&
learned the fineness of carving, but in a year or |
two he could have learnt that too.” He fell silent.
“It was the features and hands that gave him trouble.
There was something missing in his figures. The something that can’t be taught!”

“Because it comes from somewhere deep inside you,” Salim whispered.
“From deep inside here!” and he pointed to his heart.

The old man looked at the boy, surprised. He saw him blush and turn his
face away.

“You are right, Salim, you are right.” And then he added with sudden
bitterness, “And if you don’t have it here,” he thumped his chest, “then you’d
better goto Agra and mass-produce ashtrays for the tourists from abroad. Then...”
The old man coughed painfully and reached out for his glass of water.

“Eat Masterjee, eat. Everything will be all right.”

After he had eaten, the old man picked up his hammer and chisel once again
and worked till late in the night, talking to his son and to god. And then only to
God. He prayed for help and strength and he prayed for his son. And thenin the
early hours of the morning the chisel fell from the old man’s hand the hammer
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whispered the boy. “I....I..will learn, if you teach me, Masterjee! I have
practiced, secretly. For almost two years, in the quarry. I am a Muslim, I know.
I'should not carve the image of our god. But isn’t this different, Masterjee? I am
carving a sculpture, amn’t1? A beautiful sculpture, that had a different meaning
for different people. Isn’t it, Masterjee, please tell me! For many years, [ have
wanted to become a sculptor, but I had fought this feeling. Itis too strong. 1
know there is nothing in this world I would like to do more, there is nothing in
this world that I could do better. Will you please teach me, Masterjee?”

The old man pulled the boy’s head against his shoulder and whispered, ““There
is nothing I can teach you, my son. Go ahead. You have it in your heart. I know
you will be one of the best stone masons India ever had.”

Sigrun Srivastava

é LET’S UNDERSTAND
~

I. Answer the following questions.
1. Why is the young man angry?

2. From paragraph 1, list all the evidences to show that the young man
and his father were poor.

How did the father react to the son’s leaving the house?
Why does the old man think that he will be the last stone mason?
How did the old man react when he saw Salim carving the statue?

Tough a Muslim, why did Salim want to carve the statue of Krishna?

A

6. What according the old man is the most important quality of a
sculptor?

7.  What did the old man mean when he said, “ it was all there in the
stone”?

8. Compare and contrast Gopal and Salim.
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I hide, yet I don’t hold anything back.
I am free.
I am child becoming an adult.
I am me, and me is just right.

Beth Schaffer, age: 15.

L. Answer the following questions:
1. Makealist of all the things the poet says she is. Does she mean these
things literally?
2. Afterreading the poem what impression do you get of the girl?
For example: she has a positive self-image; she has great hopes for

the future, she has a sense of wonder, and so on. Write about 100
lines on your impressions of the girl.

How old do you think this girl is? Which lines tell you so.

4. Isthepoem totally positive? Or are there fears expressed as well.
Pick out those lines.

5. 'Why does the girl compare herself to the colours. Discuss with your
partner.

s DO IT YOURSELF
]

b

Write a similar poem about yourself.
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Tricksters and Fools

‘é LET’S BEGIN
)

1. Name some of the famous fools and tricksters in Indian literature.

2. Bring stories of these fools and tricksters to class and read them out or tell
them to the class.

’\~é$ LET’S READ

In Asian tales handed down for centuries, both animal and
human tricksters have taught kings, judged men, triumphed over the strong,
tricked the big and just had fun. Fools in Asian tales have long made people
both laugh and feel happily superior. Fools stop to cook a meal while robbing
a house, burn cotton to kill its bugs, repeat nonsense words and even try to
buy the moon.

I  Costly Smells

Long ago in Malaysia, a poor couple lived next to a rich merchant’s fine home.
One day, the poor man’s wife spoke to her good friend. “We eat very well at
our house,” she said. “We only eat when they are baking or cooking or frying
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at the big house. In that way, the delicious ’5’ .. &)
smell seems to make our simple rice taste h _(_Jr-:’
better.” 9))))

Well, the friend told her friend who (/7 /2
told someone else and soon the rich - :
man’s wife heard it. She was furious. =z

“Dear husband,” she said.
“No wonder we don’t have good
health and appetite. Those
greedy neighbours have taken 7
our cooking smells all for
themselves for so many years.”

“Terrible wife, just terrible,” sighed the merchant. “They should pay us
for all that they’ve stolen.”

“What a clever idea,” said the wife. “Bring our neighbour here at once
and demand our money.”

So the rich merchant called for the poor man. “For too long you have
used our smells,” said he merchant. “So you now owe us fees for years of
cooking supplies, as well as our cook’s wages.”

“But that is not fair,” protested the poor man. “We never touched your
food. We only took the smells which came freely to us.”

Yet the greedy rich man kept on insisting and at last he took his case to
the king.

The king listened to the rich man’s demand and he listened to the poor
man’s defense. At last, the king shook his head, unable to decide. He sent a

messenger throughout the land, saying, “Whoever gives a fair decision in this
case of borrowed smell will be well rewarded.”

Word spread across the land, but no one came forward until at last, little
Kanchil, the clever mousedeer, heard of the problem. He hopped into the
palace and offered to judge the case. The two men were brought before him
and he heard both of their pleas.

“Did you ever go inside the rich man’s house?” he asked the poor
neighbour.

“Never,” replied the man.
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“Did you ever go inside his garden?”
“Never.”
“Did you ever taste even one bite of his food?”

“No, sir, not even one tiny lick,” the man answered. Then Kanchil
turned to the rich man. “And how much do you think he owes you for all the
smells he’s enjoyed?” he asked the rich man.

“T have figured the costs of materials and labours over the years to be
1000 gold coins,” said the rich man loudly. Kanchil then asked to borrow
1000 gold coins from the king. He had the poor man stand with the coins on
one side of a long curtain, while the rich man stood on the other side.

“Please count these coins out loud in a clear voice,” said Kanchil. The
man then counted the money, as the merchant listened. When he had finished,
Kanchil said to the rich man, “That, sir, is a full and complete settlement of
your account.”

“Thank you,” said the rich man. “That is indeed the proper sum. Please
give me the coins now and I will have them carried to my home.”

“Dear sir,” said Kanchil. “These coins are not for you to take. Your
account is already settled. Your neighbour took the worth of 1000 coins by
smelling and you have received them back by
hearing.”

So, as the poor man walked off grinning
and the rich man fumed, Kanchil returned the
coins to the king, then hopped happily home
to rest.

II A Painting Contest

The king of Thailand summoned various people to a painting contest one
warm morning. Everyone brought their black ink sticks, their ink stones, their
fine hair brushes and soft pieces of handmade paper.

“This contest will be brief,” said the king. “The royal drum will be
struck only once. Your painting must be finished as soon as the drum stops
ringing. Whoever makes the best painting in the short time will be declared
the winner.”
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(|

Although their faces remained calm, the advisors felt uneasy. It was impossible
to paint a picture in so little time. Yet, they had to try. They stood, hands poised
over ink stones, worried but ready. Only one man, Thanochai, looked confident,
for he had a plan.

‘DONNNNNN,” sounded the drum. Its deep tones lasted several minutes,
yet not long enough. Most of the men wet their ink sticks to make black ink, then
rolled their brushes carefully on their ink stones. But as they lifted their brushes to
paint, the drum was already silent. The contest was over. And all of their papers
were still spotless.

Thanochia’s paper, though, was covered with a most unusual design. Ten
wavy lines danced over it, from top to bottom. For when he heard the drum,
Thanochai quickly made ink, dipped his fingers into it and pulled them across the
paper. Thus, while others painted with fine brushes, Thanochai fingerpainted.
And since he was the only one with a finished work, he was decided the winner.

*“Now I wish to know the meaning of your painting,” commanded the king.

“Your Honour,” replied Thanochai with a bow. “It has many different and
deep meanings. But I shall tell you the simplest meaning, so that everyone here
may understand it. It can be called “Ten Worms walking.”

The king, well pleased with the painting and the wit behind it, rewarded him
well. Thus, in this way, Thanochai won a painting contest —using his brains instead
of abrush.
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ié LET’S UNDERSTAND

Ay

COSTLY SMELLS
1. 'Why do you think no names have been given to the rich man and the
poor man?

2. What basic freedom of the poor man did the rich man want to take
away?

How did the rich man and his wife wish to exploit the poor man?

4. Whatproverb can you think of after reading the way Kanchil, the mouse
deer settles the issue?

PAINTING CONTEST
1. 'Whatwas the difficult condition that the king imposed on the contestants?
2. Whatdo you think the king was trying to test?

3. Do you agree that Thanochai was both clever and witty? Give reasons
for your answer.

FULL MOON
1. Inwhat way was the magistrate foolish?
2. Howdid the servant trick the magistrate?

3. Whois the clever one in the story?

THE THREE STORIES

— Inall the three stories why was it necessary to be tricky?
Why couldn’t any other method work?

— Listthe qualities common to Kanchil, Thanochai and the servant.
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Fill in the blanks to complete these sentences with words/phrases from
the box.

‘ fine delicious wages plea fuming
. awe rewarded wit with a flourish summoned
1. Wewereall to a meeting with the principal.
2. The mountaineers stood in at the scenery around them at the
top of Mount Everest.
3. Theservedusteain bone china cups.
4. Weget Chinese food in that restaurant near our house.
5. Thoughthe were low, but the working conditions
were good, so the employees were happy.
6. Thepolice atlast responded to the old person’s for help
7. Isatthere helplessly, while the neighbours created a din in the
middle of the night.
8. He ended the show and everyone clapped madly.
9. The taxidriver was for his honesty when the returned the
wallet to the owner
10. His and pleasing manners made him a welcome guest at all parties.
Dictionary Practice

Words used as nouns and verbs.

Look at the examples:

e “No sir, not even one tiny lick.” Here lick is used as a noun.

e My dogs lick my face every morning. Here lick is used as a verb.
Use each of the following words in two sentences of your own:
a) as anoun b) as a verb

land, plan, stand, walk, brush.
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and then said in a lower voice, “Well, there
was aredbird that roosted under the

eaves of our house that particular year,
and every day I would watch her. To

get to her nest, this bird would have to
hover beside it for a second. Well, one
day I got a stone—I don’t know to this day
what made me do it-I got a stone and I waited by the corner of the house and
when the bird came to her nest I aimed and I threw.” He looked at Sarmy.
“And the bird fell down to the ground.”

“You got it with just one stone?” Sammy had thrown hundreds of stones at
birds and never hit one.

“Thit all right, hit and killed.” His grandfather drew his heavy brows down
low over his eyes.

“Killed it with one stone? It fell dead?’

“Well, it was fluttering its wings a little as [ ran over, but by the time I got
there it was dead.” He wagged his head sadly. “I picked it up and I tell you, boy,
I never felt any heavier weight than that dead bird. That bird was something,
hear, and I didn’t find it out until I was standing there with it dead in my hand.
There’s no such thing as ‘nothing but a bird’. Ilearned that.”

“Huh!”

“There ain’t. You watch a bird in the air one minute, boy, and hold it lifeless
in your hand the next, and you’ll know what I’m talking about. And I learned
doubly hard. Because then, to make up for what I'd done, I took the three baby
birds and tried to raise them. Those birds were no more than three or four days
old. All they could do was squirm and yawn. They couldn’teven sit. You could
still see the pink of their bodies.”

“Did they live?”

“I thought they was going to at first. I took the nest in the house and I
started feeding them grasshoppers. All day long my brother and me combed the
fields for grasshoppers. Every fifteen minutes those birds wanted grasshoppers.”

He wiped his moustache. “Then one day one of the birds wouldn’t open its eyes
and it stopped begging for food and that afternoon it died.”
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“What about the others?”’

“Well, one of them died too. I come in one morning and the nest was
crawling with mites, and the birds, both of them, looked sick. I burned the nest
and set the birds in a berry box, but one of them just got weaker and weaker and
died. The last one lived to be set free, but I tell you one thing—I never threw arock
again.”

Betsy Byars
WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

roosted: aplace where birds rest or build their nest.
eaves: thelower edge of the roof of the house.

squirm: morning ones body from side to side.

is LET’S UNDERSTAND

-
Answer the following questions:

1. Find clues that tell you that the boy and his grandfather have not been
on friendly terms.

2. a) Whatis the first sign that the boy is becoming interested in the
story?

b) At what point in the story is the boy completely absorbed in
the story?

3. The grandfather says, “Idon’tknow to this day what made me doit.”
Why do you think he threw the stone at the redbird?

4.  Why do you think the grandfather has remembered so clearly this
particular incident from his childhood?

5. What made Sammy admire his grandfather?
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A‘ @ LET’S UNDERSTAND
4 \ B

1. 'Whatreason does the crocodile give for visiting the dentist?

2. Whatis the first reaction of the dentist on seeing the crocodile?

3. Whatdid the crocodile have in mind when it asked the dentist to do
the molars first?

4. Whatis a probe and why did the dentist use a long probe?

5. Inthe end the crocodile turned out to be the lady’s pet. Why does the
lady call it a naughty boy?

6. Do you think it is first time that the crocodile has played tricks? Give
reasons.

7. 'What makes the poem a humorous one?

G DOIT YOURSELF
T

Imagine that the 1ady and the crocodile walk through the market on their
way to home. They get into a few shops to buy things. Describe the scene.
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The Night We Won the Buick

‘é LET’S BEGIN
o

“If you have character you have the better part of wealth”. Do you agree
with this statement? In pairs discuss this statement and write down points in favour
and against this statement.

LET’S READ

It was just before the Second World War. We were the only
family in our New York town that didn’t own a car. Our daily shopping trips were
made in a disreputable two-wheeled basket cart drawn by an ancient Shetland
pony that my mother had named Barkis after the character in David Copperfield.
Bony Barkis was a comic eyesore. Every clop of his splayed hoofs sounded our

poverty.
For poor we were. My father’s salary as clerk would have maintained us in
modest plenty had not half of it gone for the support and medical expenses of ill

and indigent relatives. As it was, our house was mortgaged to the hilt, and some
winters the grocer supplied our needs on credit.

Mother comforted the family by saying, “If you have character, you have
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Panting from my run, I touched the car’s smooth surface, opened the door
and gotinside. The luxurious interior had that wonderful new-car smell. I studied
the gleaming dash-board. Turning my head to revel in the cushioned vista of the
back seat, I saw my father’s sturdy figure through the window. He was pacing
along the pavement. Islammed the door and rushed over to him.

“Leave me alone!”, he snarled.

If he had clubbed me over the head, I could not have been more hurt.
Shocked, 1 went into the house.

Mother met me in the living-room. “Don’t be upset,” she said. “Your father
is struggling with an ethical problem. We’ll have to wait until he finds the right
answer.”

“What’s unethical about winning a Buick?”
*“The car may not be ours, after all. There’s a question.”

I shouted hysterically, “How can there be a question? It was announced
over the loudspeaker!”

“Come here, son,”

On the table under the lamp were two raffle stubs, numbers 348 and 349.
The winning number was 348. “Do you see the difference between the two?”
Mother asked.

Ilooked carefully. “The only difference I can see is that 348 won.”
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“Hold 348 to the light and look hard.”

It required to a lot of looking to see the faint letter Kendrick marked in
pencil on one corner. “Do you see the K?”

“Just barely.”

“It stands for Kendrick.”

“Jim Kendrick? Dad’s boss?”
“Yes.”

She explained. My father had asked Jim if he wanted to buy a ticket. Jim
had mumbled “Why not?” and turned back to what he was doing. It may never
have crossed his mind again. Dad then bought two tickets in his own name with
his own money, marking 348 for Kendrick, a scarcely discernible thin mark on
one stub that could be obliterated by the slightest rub of a thumb.

To me, it was an open-and-shut case. Jim Kendrick was a multi-millionaire.
He owned a dozen cars. He lived on an estate with a staff of servants, including
two chauffeurs. Another car meant less to him than a snaffle on Barkis’s harness
meant to us. I argued, “Dad’s got to keep it!”

“Tknow he’ll do what’s right,” Mother said calmly.

Atlast we heard Dad’s step on the front porch. 1held my breath. He went
straight to the phone in the dining-room and dialed. Kendrick’s phone rang fora
long time. A servant finally answered. From what Dad said at our end I could tell
that Kendrick had to be awakened.

He was annoyed at being roused from sleep, and was far from pleasant.
My father had to explain the whole thing from the beginning. The next afternoon
Kendrick’s two chauffeurs arrived in a station wagon. Before driving the Buick
away, they presented Dad with a box of cigars.

We didn’t get a car until after I was grown-up. But, as time went on, my
mother’s aphorism, “If you have character, you have the better part of wealth,”
took on a new meaning. Looking back over the years, I know now we were
never richer than we were at the moment when Dad made that telephone call.

John Griggs
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WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

in a dilapidated condition.
an ugly sight in a public place.
spread wide apart.

to make an agreement with a bank in which you borrow money
from it in order to buy a house, and it becomes the owner of the
house, until you pay back all the money to it with interest.

lack of luxuries and comforts.

cotton cloth usually printed with flowery patterns that has a slightly
shiny appearance.

to get great pleasure from something scarcely.
which can be barely seen.
to remove all signs of something.

A short, clever phrase or saying which is intended to express a
general truth.

é LET’S UNDERSTAND

I. Answer the following questions

1. Listall the evidences from the first two paragraphs, which show that the
author’s family was poor.

2.  Did the author agree with his mother’s philosophy? Give reasons

3. What does the author mean when he says, “ she succeeded in making
austerity bearable”?

4. What was the soul-igniting moment? Describe it briefly in your own

words.
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e  Should develop one theme with a definite purpose. The subject must be
clearly defined.

®  Appropriate paragraphs should be used.
Now write a well-structured essay on any one of the following topics:
1. Therights and responsibilities of young adults.
2. Thestrengths and problems facing Indian families.
3. The most unforgettable person I ever met.

6 DO IT YOURSELF
w

Talk to your close friends, relatives and find out what they would have done
if they were in the father’s place.
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And Miles to Go Before I sleep

‘é LET’S BEGIN
o

1. 'What are robots and in what ways can they be useful for us?

2. Do you think robots will one day run the world? Discuss.

LET’S READ

Alone within the humming ship, deep in its honeycombed
chambers, Robert Murdock waited for death. While the rocket moved
inexorably towards earth, he waited calmly through the final hours, knowing
that hope no longer existed.

After twenty years in space, Murdock was going home. Home — Earth, a
small town. Clean air, a shaded street and a white two-storey house near the
end of the block. Home — after two decades among the stars. He remembered
the worried face of his mother, her whispered prayers for his safety, the way she
held him close for a long, long moment before he mounted the ship’s ramp those
twenty years ago. He remembered his father; a tall, weathered man, and that
last crushing handshake before he said goodbye.
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assembled crowd. The atomic engines had stilled and the airlock was sliding
back. Robert Murdock appeared, tall and heroic, in a splendid uniform which
threw back the light of the sun in a thousand glittering patterns.

He smiled and waved as the crowd burst into fresh shouting and applause.
And at the far end of the ramp, two figures waited, an old man, bowed, trembling
over a cane, and a wrinkled woman, her hair white, eyes shining.

When the tall man finally reached than, pushing his way through pressing
lines of well-wishers, they embraced him feverishly. They clung tight to his arms
as he walked between them; they looked up at him with tears in their eyes.

“Well”, said a man at the fringe of the crowd, “there they go.”

His companion sighed and shook his head. “I still don’t think it’s right
somehow. It justdoesn’t seem right to me.”

“It’s what they wanted, isn’t it?”” asked the other. “it’s what they putin
their wills. In another month he’ll be gone anyway. Back for twenty more years
in space. Why spoil what little time he has, why ruin it all for him?”

The man paused, indicating the two figures in the near distance. “They’re
perfect, aren’t they? He’ll never know.”

‘I guess you’re right,” agreed the second man. “He’ll never know.”

And he watched the old man and the old woman and the tall son until they
were out of sight.

From Excursions into the Extraordinary

By William f. Nalan
WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
robots: amachine that can move and do some of the work of a person.
inexorably: that which cannot be prevented .
ramp: a man-made slope used instead of step to connect two levels.
hush: silence.
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:6 LET’S UNDERSTAND

I. Answer the following questions

1.

la.

Where was Robert Murdock?

“He waited calmly through the final hours knowing that hope no longer
existed”

a) What do the final hours refer to?

b) Why was there no hope?

Why is Murdock reminded of the last two lines of Frost’s poem?
Murdock smiled, a tight smile of triumph which flickered briefly across
his tired face”.

a) Whydid Murdock smile?

b) Explain: ‘a tight smile of triumph’

¢) Which phrase tells us that the smile was very short lived?

d) Why was his face tired?

How did Murdock plan to keep his promise?

‘It doesn’t seem right to me’

a) What has happened?

b) Why does it not seem right for the man?

How does the second man feel about the whole thing?

What was it that the people of the small town did not know?

Was Murdock able to keep his promise? Give reasons for your answer.

II. Say whether the following statements are true or false.

1.
2.

Robert Murdock knew that he was going to die.

He did not know when or how he was going to die.
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His disease could be cured only in the space.

Robert Murdock sent a robot, who was just like him to his parents.
His parents go to know that it was a robot.

No one in the story knew that all the three were robots.

People on the earth could easily recognize Robert’s robot.

The parents were also robots.

USING WORDS

Complete these sentences using the words/phrases from the box.

bowed and wasted  weathered charted cease
contracted alien drift embraced
1. Thechildren in the famine-stricken area were with
hunger and disease.
2. The mother her daughter when she returned from
boarding school.
3. Intheevent of a nuclear holocausts most of the species on earth may
to exist.
4. Itwas an old building, its red paint and fading.
Atthe age of two she pneumonia, and that weakened her lungs
later.
5. ThePolice the movements of the criminals, and were
eventually able to catch them.
6. The people who sighted he UFO said that there were in
the flying object as well.
7. Thechild into sleep in the moving car.
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| LET’STALK

Organize a debate in the class on any one of these topics.
a) What Murdock and his parents did was right.

b) Robots can never replace humans.

6 DO IT YOURSELF
-

Find out the meaning of the word ROBOT and also in what fields robots
are being very helpful.
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How was that particular morning different for the poet?

Pick out all the adjectives the poet uses to describe the grey colour.
What is a wand?

What all can a magic wand do?

List all the words that are used to describe various colours after the
colour wand was used. Put the two lists side by side and see how lifeless
the world will be without colour.

What does the poet mean when he says, “I too turned back to me”?

Do you think that we take colours for granted? When does a person
start valuing things?

DOIT YOURSELF

Imagine that one day all the colours decide to go on strike because they
are very upset with human beings who don’t appreciate them. Write a
story describing how colours disappear from the earth and then how
they are restored.

Name and list all the industries where colour is very important.
Collect some advertisements where colours play an important role.
You are going to launch a new range of lipsticks or house paints.

Think of some exciting names for the colours.
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only soothing part of the otherwise miserable ordeal was the loving caress of
Mother afterwards.

One night when my mother was administering these eye drops, and I was
protesting with loud cries, my father unexpectedly returned. He asked and I told
him why [ was crying. He was outraged.

He forbade her to make any more visit to the hakims, and strictly prohibited
the purchase of any more surmas. Then he gently lifted me from her arms, and
took me away. With steady hand, he bathed my stinging eyes. After this incident,
even though we stopped continued going to hakims, now and then applications of
surmas continued until I was eleven. But they were very mild, and my mother
always obtained my consent in advance.

I remember other little tests my mother put me through. One day she
perceived that just before I arrived at a closed door I would stop and reach for the
handle to open it She began letting me go about the house by myself and she
discovered that I seldom ran into things. She credited the hakim and the stinging
drops, but every evening she would hold her hand up before my face and ask me
to tell her where it was, She used to shake her hand before me so that myriads of
pored next to below and above my ears could feel her hand even when it was a
foot away, The air currents helped me to spot it. But she wasn’t satisfied with
this. She wanted me to tell her whether the light was on or off: When I failed this
test she was unhappy again, but I soon caught on and would listen for the click of
the switch and then tell her. Sometimes she would flip the switch very rapidly time
and again, and I would always count the clicks and give her the right answer,

Although in my case there was an obstacle which seemed insurmountable,
Father was determined to leave no avenue unexplored. He read all available
literature on blindness. He learned that almost all India’s blind people had turned
to begging for their livelihood, or had become owners of pan and biri shops and
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spent their days rolling nuts and condiments in a betel leaf or tobacco in a cigarette
paper. He was determined that this was not going to be the fate of his second son,
and he started corresponding with many of the prominent educational authorities,
asking for their advice. The replies were not optimistic. For blind people, educational
facilities and personnel were limited, and often the schools became semi-asylums
with all ages grouped together in classes without any gradation system.

My father still persisted, for he knew that my staying at home would result in
over indulgence. He realized, as well, that I would have difficulty playing with
normal children, and that my mother would always be afraid to let me leave the
immediate premises.

Atlasthe heard of Dr. R.M. Halder, Principle of Dadar School for the Blind
in Bombay. My father wrote to him asking for advice. Dr. Halder showed unusual
interest in my case, and promised to take special care and personal responsibility
for me if I were sent to his school.

When my mother learned of my father’s decision to send me to the Dadar
School, she was appalled. She had never been to Bombay, and to her it might
have been a foreign country. She could not understand the reason for sending me
nine hundred miles away from home to attend school with orphans and children of
the poorest classes. After all, another year at home could not but help my
development. Yet she placed her faith in my father’s superior judgment, and in her
quiet way she acquiesced.

WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
prolonged: continuing for a very long time
meningitis: an illness in which the outer part of the brain may be swollen.
stubble: short stalks of grass.
Jumbling: moving awkwardly as if in search of something.
faltering: moving unsteadily.
ordeal adifficult and extremely unpleasant experience.
outraged: very angry

insurmountable: something that cannot be overcome.

appalled: dismayed because things appear very bad or unpleasant.
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is LET’S UNDERSTAND

‘What are the memories of childhood that every person fondly remember?
The author’s childhood was different from that of other children. How?

‘It was good that I lost my sight when I did....."” Why does the author
say that?

The author’s father especially asked for a transfer to Karnal. Why?

How did the various members of his family treat the author soon after
he turned blind? Discuss

Why did the author’s father object to the treatment prescribed by hakims
and the family pandit?

Which incident shows that the author had developed a very keen sense
of hearing?

What was the fate that normally befell a blind person in India in the
1930’s and 1940’s?

Why did the author’s father wish to send him nine hundred miles away?

10. In about 50 words give a brief character sketch of the author’s father.

Say whether the following statements are true or false according to
the text.

1.

2
3.
4

Children love watching animals and birds in the zoo
The author had meningitis which made him blind.
The author lost his sight at the tender age of five.

(
(
(
After his sickness, his sisters treated him with great care. (

A A

The Jammu & Kashmir State Board of School Education



USING WORDS

I. Match the words in column with their meanings in column B.
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a feeling of hopelessness because
things seem so bad or unpleasant.

something you do to show that you
are sorry for a wrong you have done,

small objects with people enjoy
looking at or playing with

rubbed out totally

things in very large numbers
prevented from having something
delicate

a difficult situation from which, itis
impossible to bring about a solution
thoroughly

physical effort or exercise.

II. Words under A mean the opposite of those under B. Match them.

A
1. knick-knacks
2. expunged
3. deprived
4, fragile
5. despair
6. impasse
7. exhaustively
8. atonement
9. exertion
10. myriad
1. empty
2. optimistic
3. blind
4, quiet
5. Ifi
6. ignorance
7. soothing

sighted

drop

full

knowledge
.

loud
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fight, and an apartheid type of brawl took place.
This was my third and last fight.

We were ordered to leave the premises but

we refused on the grounds that the white men who

had started the fight could get away if we did so.
In the end we were given an escort of an African
policeman despite the fact that we were the
complainants. The white men went to the

Kenneth Kaunda

President of Zambia charge Office unescorted.
(1961-1991) At the Charge Office we were asked to

make a statement. Harry Nkumbula began by
saying that the girl at the counter refused to serve us. Before he could end his
sentence, the white superintendent of police who had come to stop the fight said,
“You cannot call a white lady a “girl’ ora ‘woman’. Harry ignored this and went
on to say that “after that an elderly woman cam...” But again, before he could
finish his sentence, the superintendent said, “I say, you cheeky nigger, you cannot
call a European lady a women.”

Then this police officer called Harry to a room and closed the door and
beat him up. Harry told this officer that he was lucky he was wearing Her Majesty,
the Queen’s uniform, or one or other of them would have been killed.

When the case came to court, our demand that we should be medically
examined by a doctor chosen by us was refused and we therefore chose not to
continue with the case.

The following morning after the incident a group of mine-workers went to
the café and said to the proprietor, “We have heard that our leaders were beaten
up here. We have come to have our revenge.” There was a police guard on the
café and the leader of the group of men was arrested and fined.

This was the type of incident that was taking place continually in the
Federation which, according to spokesmen like Sir Roy Welensky, was achieving
racial partnership and good feeling.

Of course one could fill all the pages of this book with stories of this kind.
Amongst curselves, we spend hours laughing about these things because they

often make the Europeans look very silly. In our U.NI.P. headquarters, we have
an office orderly who is a faithful servant of the nationalist movement. Heis a
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small man who has never had the advantage of good education so does not speak
very fluent English. One day some years ago he went to the old Lusaka post
office which at that time, was segregated. Unwittingly he found himself in the
European side and as there were not many people about he went up to he counter
and, pushing a shilling under the grill, he said, ‘Please penny stamps madam’. She
did not take any notice so, trying again, he said, ‘Please penny stamps girl.” At
this the assistant called a policeman and our orderly was asked to explain his
behaviour. In his own forceful way he said to the policeman, ‘Me say stamps
madam. She nothing. Me say stamps girl. She nothing. Me say this thing stupid.’
Fortunately the policeman had sufficient sense of humor to laugh it off.

WORDS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

overalls: a piece of clothing which are worn over other clothing to
protect them.

slanging match: an argument in which both sides use angry uncontrolled
language.

frog marched: to force someone to move forward by holding the person’s
arms behind their back and then push them forward.

reverted: go back to the previous condition.

nigger: black person (a very offensive word)

complainant: a person who brings a charge against somebody.

unwittingly: unknowingly, without being aware

is LET’S UNDERSTAND

™~

I. Answer the following questions.

1. 'Whatdid Kenneth Kaunda, as a young schoolteacher, decide to
expose?
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