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A. GS1 Related  

Nothing here for today!!! 

B. GS2 Related  

Category: HEALTH 

1. Kerala to de-link ICU care from organ donation 

Context: 

Kerala is moving towards the mandatory certification of brain death at intensive care units in all medical 

facilities in the State, irrespective of whether organ donation takes place or not. 

What is brain death? 

 Brain death is the complete loss of brain function. 

 When someone is brain dead, it means that the brain is no longer working in any capacity and 
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never will again. 

 Other organs, such as the heart, kidneys or liver, can still work for a short time if the breathing 

machine is left in place, but when brain death is declared, it means the person has died. 

Current Scenario in India: 

 At present, there is lack of clarity on how clinicians should proceed if there is a brain-dead patient in 

the ICU and the family has refused consent for organ donation. 

 In India, brain death has been defined only in connection with organ donation, in the Transplantation 

of Human Organs Act, 1994. 

 The Act does not specify whether ventilation and ICU care may be withdrawn if a patient is brain-

dead but organ donation has not been proposed. 

 Lack of clarity in the law had been posing a lot of problems for clinicians. 

What is the Standard practice followed across the globe? 

 Once brain death declaration becomes a standard ICU procedure (after performing the first apnea test 

as specified under the THO Act), treatment can be terminated post discussion with the families. 

 Any new therapeutic ventilatory strategies would only be adopted for preserving organs for organ 

donation, which is the standard practice all over the world. 

 

Details: 

 The government, after legal consultations, will soon issue executive orders delinking brain death 

certification and organ donation, so that there is more clarity as to how clinicians should proceed 

with intensive care unit (ICU) care in the case of a patient who has been declared brain-dead, but 

whose family has refused consent for organ donation. 

 Once brain death is diagnosed as per the existing legal and clinical requirements and the certification 
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process is completed, ICU care will be continued only if organs are to be retrieved for possible 

donation. 

 If organ donation is not a possibility, then all care will be stopped so that the much valuable ICU 

resources are not wasted and may be utilised for a salvageable person. 

 The decisions were taken at a meeting of senior health administrators, transplant surgeons, 

neurologists, and critical care specialists on developing parameters for universal brain death 

certification. 

2. Quick, cheap diagnostic test for Haemophilia A 

Context: 

Medical body Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) develops affordable test kit to diagnose blood 

disorders. 

Details: 

 The ICMR’s National Institute of Immunohaematology, Mumbai, has developed a cost-effective 

Point-of-Care (POC) rapid diagnostic test for severe Haemophilia A and Von Willebrand Disease 

(VWD) 

 This is the first in the world POC test for specific diagnosis of any common bleeding disorder. 

 Working cost of these kits is less than ₹50 in comparison to existing conventional test for the 

diseases that costs around ₹4,000 to ₹10,000, 

 Patients with severe Haemophilia A or VWD can have life threatening spontaneous or post-traumatic 

bleeding like brain haemorrhage and gastrointestinal bleed or they may have bleeding into joints or 

superficial bleeding from the nose or gums. 

Haemophelia: 

 Haemophilia is a mostly inherited genetic disorder that impairs the body's ability to make blood 

clots, a process needed to stop bleeding. 

 This results in people bleeding longer after an injury, easy bruising, and an increased risk of bleeding 

inside joints or the brain. 

 There are two main types of haemophilia: haemophilia A, which occurs due to not enough 

clotting factor VIII, and haemophilia B, which occurs due to not enough clotting factor IX. 

 They are typically inherited from one's parents through an X chromosome with a non-

functional gene. 

 Other types include haemophilia C, which occurs due to not enough factor XI, and parahaemophilia, 

which occurs due to not enough factor V. 

 Acquired haemophilia is associated with cancers, autoimmune disorders. 

 As haemophilia A and B are both X-linked recessive disorders, females are rarely severely affected. 

 Some females with a non-functional gene on one of the X chromosomes may be mildly symptomatic. 

 Haemophilia C occurs equally in both sexes 

Von Willebrand Disease (VWD): 

VWD is a genetic disorder caused by missing or defective Von Willebrand factor (VWF), a clotting protein. 

C. GS3 Related  

Category: ECONOMY 

https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click


 

 

1. At WTO, India moots ‘unbiased’ assessment of trade policies 

Context: 

India has found problems with the current method under which the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Development (OECD) ranks countries based on their services trade policies, indicating the outcomes are 

biased and counter-intuitive. 

Details: 

 India is trying to rally the support of other developing countries in the World Trade Organisation to 

reform the “biased” system of assessing a country’s services trade policies. 

 The system, developed by the OECD, has significant flaws, said the Director of the Indian Institute 

of Foreign Trade, and author of the study commissioned by the Ministry of Commerce, adding that it 

is biased towards developed countries. 

 The study also found that the OECD method resulted in several counter-intuitive results as compared 

with the real policies implemented by the countries in question, such as ranking India very high in 

terms of restrictiveness. 

 Among other ‘flaws’, the Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI) shows Indian services sector 

as highly restrictive in areas such as FDI. Which seems surprising as - since 1991, the one area that 

has seen maximum liberalisation in India is FDI. 

 Launched in 2014, STRI, computed by the OECD, is now available for 2018 for a total of 45 

economies (36 OECD and the rest non-OECD) and 22 sectors. 

A reliable mechanism: 

 India has come up with a “better and more reliable” mechanism to measure restrictiveness in the 

services trade, and has approached China, Brazil, Indonesia, Turkey and South Africa to highlight 

the importance of the new system. 

 Not only does the alternative indicator satisfy all the statistical properties, but it is also shown to be 

correct for most of the limitations of the OECD methodology, and hence, can be used as a better 

indicator of the true [policy] position of an economy. 

 India has approached several developing countries during the recently-concluded World Trade 

Organization talks in New Delhi to try to build consensus around the new method of measuring trade 

restrictiveness in the services sector. 

2. Project to use technology to study crop yield estimates 

Context: 

In a bid to reduce the delay of crop insurance claim settlements and increase the accuracy of compensation 

due to farmers, a pilot project will test the use of technology to determine yield estimates at the panchayat 

level this summer. 

Issue: 

 Crop yield information is essential for the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana to work, but the 

number of CCEs needed for accurate determination of yields have increased multi-fold. 

 Crop cutting experiments (CCE) are regularly conducted. In order to obtain fair, precise and accurate 

estimate of yield of principal crops. 

 PMFBY guidelines call for four CCEs at the gram panchayat level 

 The number of CCEs for production estimates itself may go up six to seven times. 

 The current methodology of yield estimation is also affected by the lack of current year information 
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at the time of planning of CCEs, thus affecting the precision of estimates. 

Details: 

 The Agriculture Ministry has tried several methods to deal with this situation, including smart 

sampling methods to improve the way CCEs are selected, as well as the use of technology to reduce 

the number of CCEs needed through accurate extrapolation methods. 

 The pilot project to optimise CCEs through technology was carried out in 11 States in kharif season 

2018 and in the ongoing rabi season 2018-19. 

 The results have been encouraging, and there is a proposal to roll out some of these technologies for 

certain crops in certain areas in the next season if all stakeholders agree. 

 Technologies such as satellite and remote sensing data, unmanned aerial vehicles and artificial 

intelligence will be used to assess yield estimates without the need of time-consuming and laborious 

crop-cutting experiments (CCE), according to the parameters of the project issued. 

 The pilot project will focus on paddy, soybean, cotton, bajra, maize, sorghum and groundnut. 

Category: SECURITY 

1. Ban on LTTE extended by five more years 

Context: 

The Union government extended the ban on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for violent and 

disruptive activities that are prejudicial to the integrity and sovereignty of the country. 

LTTE: 

 The LTTE, a terror outfit based in Sri Lanka but having its supporters, sympathisers and agents in 

India. 

 Founded in May 1976 by Velupillai Prabhakaran, it was involved in armed clashes against the Sri 

Lankan state forces and by the late 1980s was the dominant Tamil militant group in Sri Lanka 

 The LTTE which started out as a guerrilla force, over time, increasingly came to resemble that of a 

conventional fighting force with a well-developed military wing that included a navy, an airborne 

unit, an intelligence wing, and a specialized suicide attack unit. 

 The LTTE was designated as a terrorist organisation by 32 countries, including the European Union, 

Canada, the United States, and India. 

 The LTTE is recognized for having carried out a number of high-profile assassinations, including the 

assassination of Sri Lankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1993 and the former Indian Prime 

Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991. 

Background: 

 India had banned the LTTE after the assassination of Gandhi in 1991. 

 Even after its military defeat in May 2009 in Sri Lanka, the LTTE had not abandoned the concept of 

‘Eelam’ (separate land for Tamils) and had been clandestinely working towards the cause by 

undertaking fund-raising and propaganda activities. 

 The remnant LTTE leaders or cadres have also initiated efforts to regroup the scattered activists and 

resurrect the outfit locally and internationally. 

 The ban on the group was last extended for five years in 2014. 

Details: 
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 The MHA said the LTTE “continues to adopt a strong anti-India posture as also continues to pose a 

grave threat to the security of Indian nationals, it is necessary to declare LTTE as an unlawful 

association with immediate effect”. 

 The ban has been extended under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 

 It's objective for a separate homeland (Tamil Eelam) for all Tamils threatens the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of India, and amounts to cession and secession of a part of the territory of India 

from the Union and thus falls within the ambit of unlawful activities, the notification said. 

 The Home Ministry said that the cases were registered under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act 1967, against LTTE, pro-LTTE elements and chauvinist groups between May 2014 and May 

2019 besides cases under the provisions of Explosive Substances Act 1908 and Indian Penal Code, 

etc. 

D. GS4 Related  

Nothing here for today!!! 

E. Editorials  

Category: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. Inching closer to the brink 

Editorial Analysis: 

 There is no dearth of conflicts in West Asia. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has defied resolution for 

seven decades. 

 The fight against the Islamic State and its offshoots in Iraq and Syria has drawn in the U.S., Russia, 

Iran and Turkey, while the civil war in Yemen has heightened tensions between Saudi Arabia and 

Iran. 

 It is important to note that U.S. President Donald Trump’s announcement of the U.S.’s unilateral 

withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal (the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA), added 

to this volatile mix and set into motion a dynamic that is fast approaching crisis point. 

The deal at risk: 

 The JCPOA was the result of prolonged negotiations between 2013 and 2015 between Iran and P5+1 

(China, France, Germany, Russia, U.K., U.S. and the European Union). 

 It would not have worked but for the backchannel talks between the U.S. and Iran, quietly brokered 

by Oman, in an attempt to repair the accumulated mistrust since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

 Further, it is important to note that Barack Obama had described the JCPOA as his greatest 

diplomatic success as U.S. President. 
 Iran was then estimated to be months away from accumulating enough highly enriched uranium to 

produce one nuclear device. 

 The JCPOA obliged Iran to accept constraints on its enrichment programme backed by a highly 

intrusive inspection regime in return for a partial lifting of economic sanctions. 

Trump’s Moves:   

 Trump had never hidden his dislike for the JCPOA, calling it a “horrible, one-sided deal that should 

have never, ever been made”. After ranting about it for a year, he finally pulled the plug on it on May 

8
th

 2018. 
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 Having replaced Rex Tillerson with Mike Pompeo as his Secretary of State, and H.R. McMaster with 

John Bolton as National Security Adviser in March last year (2018), the decision was easier as both 

Mr. Pompeo and Mr. Bolton share his extreme views about the JCPOA and the Iranian regime 

with equal fervour.  
 By November 5th, 2018, the U.S. had re-imposed sanctions on Iran that had been eased under the 

JCPOA. 

 The U.S. decision was criticised by all other parties to the JCPOA (including its European allies) 

because Iran was in compliance with its obligations, as certified by the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA). 

 The fact that the U.S. unilaterally violated a legally binding (Ch VII) UN Security Council resolution 

(2231) mattered not an iota. 

 Iran declared that it would continue to abide with the restrictions imposed on its nuclear activities 

under the JCPOA as long as the EU would uphold the promised sanctions relief. 

 Trump’s criticism of the JCPOA was that it did nothing to curb Iran’s missile development or its 

destabilising regional behaviour. 

 His primary cheerleaders in denouncing the JCPOA were Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
 Although the Europeans shared some of Mr. Trump’s concerns, they unanimously declared that the 

best way forward was to faithfully implement the JCPOA and then negotiate further. 

‘Maximizing pressure’ on Iran: 

 In keeping with its strategy of ‘maximum pressure’, on April 8, the U.S. designated the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) a foreign terrorist organisation, a move rejected by the U.K. and 

European allies. 

 It is the first time that U.S. has named the military of another country ‘terrorist’. 

 It is important to note that given the IRGC’s involvement in large parts of Iranian economy and 

relations with Hezbollah, the U.S. designation of the IRGC makes it difficult for Iran to get a clean 

chit from the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in June. 

 Eight countries, including India, were provided a six-month-waiver by the U.S. to continue Iranian 

oil imports as long as they showed significant reductions. India brought its oil imports down from 

around 480,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 300,000 bpd. These waivers lapsed on May 2
nd

, 2019. 

 Civilian nuclear cooperation at Bushehr, Arak and Fordaw was being undertaken by Russia, China, 

France, Germany and the U.K. under a waiver that has been curtailed and now needs to be renewed 

every 90 days, making things difficult. 

 The waiver for shipping out excess heavy water (Iran can keep only 130 MT) and low enriched 

uranium (Iran can hold 300 kg) has been revoked. 

New Sanctions on Iran:  

 Over the last year, the U.S. has imposed new sanctions in an attempt to strangle the Iranian economy, 

leading to heightened tensions. 

 In a clear signal, Mr. Bolton announced on May 5
th

, 2019 that the U.S. was deploying an aircraft-

carrier strike group (USS Abraham Lincoln) and a B-52 bomber force to the Persian Gulf “in 

response to a number of troubling and escalatory indications and warnings”. The new threats have 

not been elaborated. 

 On May 8
th

, 2019, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani declared that following U.S. announcements, 

Iran would no longer observe the ceilings of 130 MT of heavy water and 300 kg of low enriched 

uranium, and excess production would be retained within the country. 

 He clarified that “Iran does not want to leave the agreement; today is not the end of the JCPOA”. 

Given the current rate of heavy water production and uranium enrichment, it is unlikely that the 

ceilings will be breached. Since Iran is observing the verification arrangements, any increase in 

production will be monitored by the IAEA. 
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 Rouhani also announced a window of 60 days for other JCPOA members to make good on their 

commitment to ensure sanctions relief, failing which Iran could undertake uranium enrichment above 

3.67% (a restriction under the JCPOA) and resume construction of Arak heavy water reactor (this 

was mothballed). This would mean the end of the JCPOA. 

 The U.S. responded by announcing additional sanctions on Iran’s industrial metal industry, 

the second largest export item after oil.  

 In addition, a USS Arlington (transporter of amphibious vehicles and aircraft) and a Patriot 

missile defence battery have also been deployed. 

Critical test for the EU: 

 Many observers have described Iranian action as a ‘minimalist response’ to ‘maximum pressure’. 

However, Mr. Rouhani made it clear that the decisive moment would come after 60 days. It is a 

warning, particularly to the Europeans, that Iranian patience is running out. 

 After committing to evolving an arrangement to bypass dollar-based transactions to enable sanctions 

relief to continue, the EU announced the setting up of the Instrument in Support of Trade 

Exchanges (INSTEX) on January 31, 2019. 

 Promoted by the U.K., France and Germany and based in Paris, it is currently limited to 

pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, food and agricultural products. Eventually, it is to be extended 

to third countries and cover oil exports. Iran set up its counterpart body, the Special Trade and 

Finance Institute (STFI), on April 29
th

, 2019. 

 If EU decision-making is protracted, Iran too is a difficult negotiating partner. 

 Trump keeps insisting that the U.S. does not want war and believes that ‘maximum pressure’ will 

bring Iran back to the negotiating table or even bring about regime change. He says he is waiting for 

a telephone call from Tehran, ready to negotiate a ‘better deal’. Iranians are a proud people and 

such a call is not going to come.  

Concluding Remarks:  

 Last year (2018), Iran’s decision to continue observing the JCPOA was based on the idea of 

outlasting a single-term Trump presidency. 

 As a second term for Mr. Trump becomes likely, Iran knows that it needs to develop its nuclear 

capability beyond the point of no return to ensure regime survival. This is the lesson from North 

Korea. 

 Many in the U.S., as well as Israel and Saudi Arabia, hope that the heightened military pressures will 

tempt Iran into a provocation which can be used to justify a U.S. military response. If this happens, it 

will throw the region into prolonged turmoil, unravelling boundaries established nearly a century 

ago. 

 In conclusion, the EU has long wanted to be taken seriously as an independent foreign policy 

player. Here is its diplomatic moment — can it strengthen INSTEX enough to persuade Iran to 

stick with the JCPOA, or will it only end up issuing pious calls for restraint all around? 

2. Miles to go (South-Africa’s Presidential Election) 

Editorial Analysis: 

 Cyril Ramaphosa, victor in South Africa’s recent presidential election and head of the African 

National Congress, is celebrating his win and the peaceful transition of power from his predecessor 

Jacob Zuma. 

 However, experts opine that Cyril Ramaphosa must equally be aware that there is a daunting 

challenge that awaits him in the realm of economic reform, institutional reinvigoration and breaking 

from a past of political corruption that has hobbled South Africa’s prospects for much-needed 
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growth. 

A Look at Some Specifics:  

 To begin with, the ANC won just under 58% of the vote, while the main opposition Democratic 

Alliance won about 21%, the Economic Freedom Fighters 11%, and the 45 smaller parties together 

won almost 11%. 

 That is a considerable proportion of overall votes for the ANC, but nevertheless marks a 

disconcerting secular decline in its tally, which was as high as 69% in the 2004 national elections but 

slid steadily downward to almost 66% in 2009 and to 62% in 2014. 

 It is important to note that the dwindling popularity of the party that swept gloriously to power in 

1994 following the defeat of apartheid, has been coterminous with the rise of a corrupt political elite 

that indulged in what is now widely recognised as “state capture” — rent-seeking built on the 

marketisation of the South African state. 

Certain Prescriptions for Mr. Ramaphosa: 

 Given that Mr. Zuma, who stepped down in 2018 in the wake of corruption scandals, allowed this 

culture of venality to flourish, Mr. Ramaphosa will have to apply a scalpel to the ANC itself: trim 

the Cabinet and oust those associated with illicit dealings. 
 The President will also have to be deft in terms of steering the economy through choppy waters. 

 The rate of unemployment is now at 27%. 

 This raises the already high levels of stress on tottering public finances and social welfare 

programmes, which must cater to at least 17 million people. 

 A positive step forward here would be for Mr. Ramaphosa to deliver on his promise to tackle the 

“public patronage” system, at the heart of which are the inefficiency ridden state-owned enterprises. 

 In his victory speech he vowed to end corruption “whether some people like it or not”. Indeed, no 

task is more urgent than this, for it is only by stemming the leaks in public finances that the 

government can hope to pump funds back into the public services for education, health, and social 

security. 

 This in turn could directly improve the welfare of the poorest South Africans, mostly youth, who 

have relatively few marketable vocational skills and opportunities, and are left to fend for themselves 

in the private sector. 

Concluding Remarks:  

 While Mr. Ramaphosa has made a decent start by changing the leadership of the tax authority and 

the national prosecutor’s office, the danger for the administration lies in the realm of politics. 

 To deliver on the promise of economic growth and good governance, Mr. Ramaphosa must stand 

ready to power through any resistance to reform by the ANC old guard, some of them Mr. Zuma’s 

avowed allies. 

Category: ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY 

1. Facing the climate emergency 

What’s in the news? 

 A recent paper in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the U.S.A. shows that 

global warming during the past half century has contributed to a differential change in income across 

countries. 
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Editorial Analysis: 

 It is important to note that already wealthy countries have become wealthier and developing 

countries have been made poorer in relative terms during the past half century. 

 India’s GDP growth penalty between 1961 and 2010 is in the order of 31% for the period, 

whereas Norway gained about 34% on a per capita basis.  
 More recently, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services has reported that, worldwide, the abundance of species has reduced by at least one-fifth, 

about a million species are under threat of extinction in the next few decades and 85% of 

wetlands have been lost. 
 Unfortunately, none of these stunning scientific findings made banner headlines. 

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister did not hold an emergency meeting to discuss 

the loss of economic output because of climate change or the effects from loss of biodiversity in 

India. 

 Moreover, the manifestos of the political parties contesting the Indian general election barely took 

note of questions relating to climate and environment. 

 Instead, critics opine that it is “business as usual” or “life as usual” in the familiar news cycles of 

bickering and politics. 

Instances of collusion: 

 What we have, moreover, are numerous instances of elite networks that are taking advantage of the 

situation to consolidate their control. 

 These networks often involve governments actively or quiescently colluding with fossil fuel 

companies, agro-industrial elites, financial elites and other big businesses that are ignoring climate 

change and making a fast buck often even from the growing disasters. 

 The International Monetary Fund estimates in a recent working paper that fossil fuel subsidies 

were $4.7 trillion in 2015 and estimated to be $5.2 trillion in 2017. 
 It goes on to say that efficient fossil fuel pricing would have reduced global carbon emissions by 

28%. 

Cases in Point: The Arctic and Mozambique  

 The Arctic is melting rapidly and the tenor of the recent discussions among Arctic countries suggests 

that even as increasing glacier melt is responsible for opening up shipping in the area, superpowers 

are angling to access wealth from the oil, gas, uranium and precious metals in the region. 
 Mozambique recently had two successive intense cyclones, Idai and Kenneth, with widespread 

devastation. 

 As a matter of fact, there have been instances where big oil and energy companies have been eager to 

tap into Mozambique’s liquid natural gas, with large banks from many countries involved in the 

financing. 

 It is important to note that in 2013, bank loans for $2 billion were guaranteed by the Mozambican 

government. However, when the government defaulted on its loans and the currency plummeted, it 

left behind a trail of woes. In essence, the story in Mozambique is of how “corrupt local elites 

collude with plundering foreign elites” and enrich themselves and their partners, while the 

people are left to bear the burden of debt. 
 Further, while this kind of corruption may not be new, various versions of this are played out in other 

countries. Governments’ corporate cronies and plundering elites, of course, need not be foreign. 

 Environmental laws can be broken by old boys’ networks with impunity as penalties are cancelled by 

a party in control. 

 It is the poorest and those without access to power who become victims of the fallout from these 

situations. 

 Another recent example to be pointed out here is the draft Indian Forest Act of 2019, which 

https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click


 

 

enhances the political and police power of the forest department and curtails the rights of 

millions of forest dwellers. 

What the critics say?  

 Policies and commitments make it clear that most governments and businesses are not 

interested in dealing with the climate and ecological crises.  
 They will certainly not give these the central attention they deserve in these times of an emergency; 

they barely even acknowledge them. 

 It is important to note that fossil fuel companies and politicians have known about climate change for 

at least 30 years. They have funded misinformation regarding climate directly, taking lessons from 

tobacco companies that propagated lies for decades about cigarettes being safe. 

 The documentary film Merchants of Doubt describes how a handful of scientists have obscured the 

truth on global warming so that business profits can continue to flow. 

 Further, the fossil fuel industry has also funded politicians, so their words and laws are already 

bought. 

Responses to the “planet emergency”: People’s Movements 

 What we are currently witnessing is a large-scale movement for “planet emergency”, climate and 

ecology. 

 There have been non-violent civil disobedience movements such as that started by Greta Thunberg. 

Greta Thunberg has been leading a non-violent civil disobedience movement among school-going 

children, while Extinction Rebellion has been organising “die-ins” in many parts of Europe and now 

in Asia. Experts opine that these non-violent civil disobedience movements are just what is needed 

and it is indeed inspiring to see children and grandparents protest together. 

 It is important to note that people’s movements, whether made up of students or adults, cannot 

be ignored for long and governments will have to pay attention. 
 The atmosphere now has concentrations of over 415 parts per million (ppm) of carbon dioxide, 

compared to 280 ppm in pre-industrial times. 

Concluding Remarks:  

 The only solutions that governments and business are looking for are those that enable them to carry 

on as before. 

 However, the planet is well past that point where small fixes can help take us on a long path to zero 

carbon earth. 

 We are now at a stage where we need major overhaul of our lifestyles and patterns of consumption. 

 The U.K. Parliament became the first recently to declare a climate emergency. 
 It remains to be seen if appropriate actions will follow this declaration. 

Category: POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

1. Implementation issues in 10% reservation 

What’s in the news? 

 Experts raise the concern of several implementation issues which would arise as a consequence to 

the recent Constitutional amendment that provides 10% reservation to individuals from economically 

weaker sections (EWS) in the general category for government jobs and educational institutions in 

India. 
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Editorial Analysis: 

 Under the law, EWS applicants may even find it harder to obtain positions. These problems can be 

addressed using the science of matching theory. 

Unreserved to reserved 

 Until now, India’s main reserve-eligible groups have been Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 

and Other Backward Classes. 

 In job and university assignments, there is a widespread tradition of first assigning a reserved 

category applicant to an unreserved position if he or she qualifies on the basis of merit alone. 

 When unreserved positions are exhausted, a reserved category applicant may then be considered for 

a reserved position. A meritorious reserved candidate (MRC) is a reserved category applicant, who is 

tentatively assigned to an unreserved position. 

 When the assignment involves multiple types of jobs or universities, the existence of MRCs raises 

two important questions. These are a below: 

1. Can an MRC move to a reserve position for a more preferred job or university place if he or she is 

tentatively holding a less preferred unreserved position? 

2. If such movement is allowed, what happens to the newly vacated seat? 

 It is important to note that a 2004 Supreme Court decision in Anurag Patel v. U.P. Public Service 

Commission mandates that an MRC is entitled to move or “migrate” to the more preferred 

assignment. 

 A 2010 Supreme Court decision in Union of India v. Ramesh Ram & Ors answers the second 

question for the case of public sector job assignments. It specifies that the newly vacated position is 

to be given to a candidate from the general category, who is not eligible for any reservation. 

 That is, even if there is a more deserving reserved category applicant — say, another MRC who 

received a less preferred position — the newly available unreserved position can go to a potentially 

lower-scoring applicant from the general category. 

 Therefore, it is important to note that one unintended consequence of this judgment is that the 

cut-off score for reserved category candidates can be higher than the cut-off score for the 

general category. 
 At present, a small fraction of unreserved positions are tentatively assigned to reserved category 

applicants. This means that the number of meritorious reserved candidates is relatively modest 

compared to the number of unreserved positions. 

 However, with the new EWS reservation amendment, a large fraction of general category applicants 

are expected to qualify as economically weak. 

 This means that a large share of unreserved positions will be tentatively assigned to the EWS 

category. As a result, there will be many more meritorious reserved candidates. And the positions 

they vacate due to migration are to be offered to the general category candidates who do not qualify 

for EWS reservation due to the verdict as pronounced in the Ramesh Ram case. 

 This may result in a reduction in the number of positions offered to those in the EWS category. 

An example concerning the most sought-after government jobs:  

 For example, under the system used by the Union Public Service Commission to allocate the most 

sought-after government jobs in India, such as in the Indian Administrative Service, a non-EWS 

applicant from the general category would take newly vacated positions following migration, 

increasing their overall share. 

 In all likelihood, the cut-off scores will be higher for EWS candidates than for non-EWS general 

category applicants, meaning it’s harder for the poor to qualify than the rich. 

 Creating such a large reserved category results in a big challenge to the implementation of Ramesh 
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Ram, or any system based on the idea of a meritorious reserved candidate. 

Horizontal or vertical? 

 Another implementation challenge with the new amendment is that the new law does not explicitly 

state whether the new EWS reservation is horizontal or vertical. 

 This is despite the clear distinction made in the landmark judgment in Indra Sawhney v. Union of 

India (1992). 
 A horizontal reservation is a ‘minimum guarantee’, which only binds when there are not enough 

EWS applicants who receive a position on the basis of their merit score alone; if so, the bottom-

ranked general category selections are knocked out by the top-ranked unselected EWS candidates. 

 With a large number expected to qualify for EWS, the 10% minimum guarantee will already be 

achieved essentially in all applications. This means the policy, if applied horizontally, will virtually 

have no effect. 

 A vertical reservation, on the other hand, is an ‘over and beyond’ reservation. This means that 

if an applicant obtains a position on the basis of his or her merit score without the benefit of the 

reservation, it does not reduce the number of reserved positions. 

 This important distinction appears not to have been a part of discussions leading up to the passage of 

the law. A government memo suggests that the new EWS reservation might be vertical, but it is 

important that this issue be clarified. 

Concluding Remarks:  

 It is important to note that these issues can be resolved using a well-designed assignment mechanism 

and transparent rules about processing of reserves. 

 Research done by some experts show how it is possible to adapt certain mechanisms for India and 

satisfactorily implement reservation policies, as they are envisioned in Indra Sawhney. 

 Moreover, lack of clarity on implementation opens up possibilities to distort or even manipulate 

outcomes, undermining policy goals. It can confuse the public and keep university or job 

assignments in limbo for years as courts process legal challenges. 

 India’s new EWS reservation policy is heading in this direction unless these implementation issues 

are addressed head-on. 

Category: ECONOMY 

1. Missing demand 

What’s in the news? 

 Experts point out that large volumes of data collectively and individually point to one worrying 

conclusion: economic momentum across sectors is slowing in the widening absence of a key 

ingredient: demand.  

Editorial Analysis: 

 Domestic sales of cars, commercial vehicles and two wheelers all contracted in April, 2019 from a 

year earlier, the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) has reported. 

Some Worrying Trends:  

 As a matter of fact, the decline of almost 16% in total automobile industry sales is an indication that 

consumption demand across markets — urban and rural, institutional and individual — is petering 
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out. 

 Furthermore, while sales of commercial vehicles, a fair proxy for overall economic activity, slid 6% 

in April, 2019 a 16.4% drop in demand for two-wheelers extended the segment’s slump into the new 

financial year, mirroring the rippling rural distress. 

 The data on passenger vehicles, which saw the steepest drop in almost eight years, add to the gloom. 

Car sales shrank almost 20% amid a protracted slump that shows no signs of a reversal. 

 The latest industrial output figures from the government serve to underscore the widespread nature of 

the demand drought. 

 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) for March, 2019 shows output fell 0.1% from a year earlier 

to a 21-month low, with the use-based classification revealing a weakening that spared none of the 

six segments. The capital goods sector shrank by 8.7% on the back of an 8.9% contraction in the 

preceding month (February, 2019). 

 Furthermore, output of consumer durables fell 5.1% from a year earlier, and growth in consumer 

non-durables production slid to 0.3% from the 14.1% pace in March 2018. 

 Manufacturing, which has a weight of almost 78% in the index, continues to be the biggest drag, 

with output contracting by 0.4%. 

 Overall, the sector’s growth slowed to 3.5% in the last fiscal, from 4.6% in 2017-18. The composite 

picture that emerges from all these numbers belies the CSO’s implicit fourth-quarter GDP growth 

assumption of 6.5%, and paints it as overly optimistic. 

Concluding Remarks:  

 With global headwinds strengthening in the backdrop of an escalating trade war between the two 

largest economies, the U.S. and China, and rising tensions in West Asia beginning to push up energy 

costs from the top oil-exporting region, Indian policymakers have to contend with an external sector 

that would likely only add to the domestic pressures, most certainly in the near term if not in the 

longer. 

 The distress in the farm sector may just ease marginally if the monsoon does turn out to be “near 

normal” as forecasted in April, 2019, and could help spur a demand revival in the rural hinterland. 

 Still, the new government that emerges after May 23, 2019 must spare little time in drawing up 

appropriate policy measures that not only help reinvigorate demand but also ensure that such a 

revival is robust, across-the-board and enduring. 

F. Tidbits  

Nothing here for today!!! 

G. Prelims Facts  

Nothing here for today!!! 

H. Practice Questions for UPSC Prelims Exam  

Q1. “ISOHYETS” are 

a. Imaginary lines joining regions with equal pressure. 

b. Imaginary lines joining regions with equal temperature. 

c. Imaginary lines joining regions with equal rainfall. 

d. None of the above 
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Answer: c 

Explanation: 

Self-explanatory 

Q2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Thailand Shares its border with Vietnam. 

2. River Salween passes through Thailand. 

3. Thailand is a member of ASEAN. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b 

Explanation: 

Self Explanatory 

Q3. Which of the following ancient Indian works is incorrectly 

matched with its author? 

a. Malavikagnimitram – Varahamihira 

b. Megadhootam- Kalidasa 

c. Mudrarakshasa – Vishakadatta 

d. Mricchakatika – Shudraka 

Answer: a 

Explanation: 

Malavikagnimitram was authored by Kalidasa. 

Q4. Consider the following statements with respect to Missile 

Technology Control Regime (MTCR): 

1. The MTCR is a legally binding treaty. 

2. India is a member of MTCR. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: b 

Explanation: 

The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is a multilateral export control regime. It is an informal 

political understanding among 35 member states that seek to limit the proliferation of missiles and missile 

technology. The MTCR is not a treaty and does not impose any legally binding obligations on Partners 

(members). Rather, it is an informal political understanding among states that seek to limit the proliferation 

of missiles and missile technology. India joined MTCR in 2016. 

I. UPSC Mains Practice Questions  

1. Evaluate the objectives of Ujjwala yojana. How far has the scheme turned out to be a success? 

Discuss. (15 Marks, 250 words) 

2. Role of women in the Indian society has evolved over the years. Discuss. (15 Marks, 250 Words) 
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