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Schemes for indigenous employment in NER 

NEHHDC 

 The North Eastern Handicrafts and Handlooms Development Corporation Limited (NEHHDC), a 

Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE) of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

(DoNER),  

 Provides marketing linkage to the artisans and weavers of the North Eastern Region (NER) by 

conducting exhibitions and craft bazars in various parts of the country which in turn generates indirect 

employment for the artisans and weavers. 

NERCORMP 

 The North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Project (NERCORMP), a livelihood 

project under the Ministry of DoNER, has facilitated in establishing community based micro-credit 

organizations and non-farm enterprises in its project areas. 

 It provides employment to Self Help Groups (SHGs) in 10 districts of 4 States of NER namely 

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur and Meghalaya for enterprise development. 

North East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) 

 A World Bank aided project, being implemented by Ministry of DoNER, provides skill development 

training, vocational training to unemployed youths & Self Help Groups (SHGs) in 11 districts of four 

North East States namely Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. 

 

MoUs for enhanced cooperation to end TB by 2025 

Context 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare today exchanged MoUs with the Ministry of AYUSH, 

Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Railways to strengthen inter-ministerial coordination 

and efforts towards Tuberculosis-free India by 2025. 

Why it is important to end TB 

 Although entirely preventable and curable, Tuberculosis is a major obstacle to India’s human and 

economic development. 

 India,in near future, is predicted to have world’s largest working population and a disease like TB which 

mostly affects adults in their most productive years, poses a great risk to the country’s economic growth 

potential. 

 Apart from being a public health problem, TB is also associated with poor socio-economic development, 

marginalization and exploitation. 

 The actions required to tackle the socio-economic and structural determinants of TB lie beyond the 

purview of the health sector alone, calling for a harmonized multisectoral response. 
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UGC Scheme of ‘Paramarsh’ 

Context 

 The Union Minister for Human Resource Development launched ‘Paramarsh’ – a University Grants 

Commission (UGC) scheme for Mentoring NAAC Accreditation Aspirant Institutions to promote 

Quality Assurance in Higher Education. 

About the scheme ‘Paramarsh’ 

 This “Paramarsh” scheme will target 1000 Higher Education Institutions for mentoring with a specific 

focus on quality as enumerated in the UGC “Quality Mandate”. 

 Mentor-Mentee relationship will not only benefit both the institutions but also provide quality education 

to the 3.6 crore students who are enrolling to Indian Higher Education system at present. 

Significance of the scheme 

 the scheme will be a paradigm shift in the concept of mentoring of institution by another well 

performing institution to upgrade their academic performance and enable them to get accredited by 

focusing in the area of curricular aspects, teaching-learning & evaluation, etc. 

 The scheme is expected to have a major impact in addressing a national challenge of improving the 

quality of Higher Education in India. 

 The scheme will lead to enhancement of overall quality of the Mentee Institutions and enhance its profile 

as a result of improved quality of research, teaching and learning methodologies. 

 Mentee Institution will also have increased exposure and speedier adaptation to best practices. 

 “Paramarsh” scheme will also facilitate sharing of knowledge, information and opportunities for 

research collaboration and faculty development in Mentee Institutions. 

 

 

Sagardhwani Embarks on Sagar Maitri Mission-2 

Context 

 Oceanographic research vessel of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), INS 

Sagardhwani, embarked on a two-month long SAGAR MAITRI 

SAGAR MAITRI 

 SAGAR MAITRI is a unique initiative of DRDO which promote closer co-operation in socio-economic 

aspects as well as greater scientific interaction especially in ocean research among Indian Ocean Rim 

(IOR) countries. 

 INS Sagardhwani has been designed and developed by Naval Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory 

(NPOL), Kochi, a premier systems laboratory of DRDO. 

 It conducts ocean research experiments in the Indian waters and spearheads NPOL’s at-sea data 

collection activities 

 SAGAR MAITRI Mission-2 commemorates the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of India’s lone research 

ship INS Kistna’s missions as part of the historic International Indian Ocean Expeditions(IIOE), which 

took place during 1962-65. 
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 The prime objectives of the SAGAR MAITRI Mission are data collection from the entire North Indian 

Ocean, focussing on the the Andaman Sea and adjoining seas and establishing long-term collaboration 

with eight IOR countries in the field of ocean research and development. 

 The other IOR countries, include Oman, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia 

and Myanmar. 

 The programme also aims at establishing long term scientific collaboration with these countries in the 

field of ‘Ocean Research & Development’ and data collection with a focus in the Andaman Sea. 
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