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FOREWORD 

The SCERT Mizoram has always been committed in fulfilling 

its role as academic think-tank for providing quality education 

in the State. Our role as Academic Authority for elementary 

education has entrusted us with the responsibility of 

formulating the curriculum, textbooks and evaluation 

procedures. It is with pleasure that I announce the 

introduction of NCERT textbooks for Classes I - VIII which has 

been adapted and translated to be user friendly for learners 

of Mizoram. 

On behalf of the SCERT, I express my gratitude to the 

NCERT, New Delhi for sharing the copyrights of the books and 

allowing us to translate the books into Mizo and to make 

necessary adaptations to make the books more meaningful 

for students of all Elementary Schools in Mizoram. I extend my 

sincere gratitude to scholars, educationists, experienced 

teachers and my colleagues who have contributed in 

formulating these new set of textbooks. 

It is with hope that I hand over the books to teachers and 

students of Mizoram confident that the fundamentals of 

education and the recommendations of the National 

Curriculum Framework 2005 will be realised. We know from 

experience that learning is optimized when it is fun and the 

selection of child-friendly materials is assurance that learning 

becomes a pleasurable journey for the child. 

Aizawl 

15th Oct, 2018 Director, 

Mizoram: Aizawl 
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A Note for the Teacher

This is the third and the last book of this series. It is a continuation of the processes initiated to help the
learners in abstraction of ideas and principles of mathematics. Our students to be able to deal with
mathematical ideas and use them need to have the logical foundations to abstract and use postulates
and construct new formulations. The main points reflected in the NCF-2005 suggest relating mathematics
to development of wider abilities in children, moving away from complex calculations and algorithm
following to understanding and constructing a framework of understanding. As you know, mathematical
ideas do not develop by telling them. They also do not reach children by merely giving explanations.
Children need their own framework of concepts and a classroom where they are discussing ideas,
looking for solutions to problems, setting new problems and finding their own ways of solving problems
and their own definitions.

As we have said before, it is important to help children to learn to read the textbook and other
books related to mathematics with understanding. The reading of materials is clearly required to help
the child learn further mathematics. In Class VIII please take stock of where the students have reached
and give them more opportunities to read texts that use language with symbols and have brevity and
terseness with no redundancy. For this if you can, please get them to read other texts as well. You
could also have them relate the physics they learn and the equations they come across in chemistry to
the ideas they have learnt in mathematics. These cross-disciplinary references would help them develop
a framework and purpose for mathematics. They need to be able to reconstruct logical arguments and
appreciate the need for keeping certain factors and constraints while they relate them to other areas as
well. Class VIII children need to have opportunity for all this.

As we have already emphasised, mathematics at the Upper Primary Stage has to be close to the
experience and environment of the child and be abstract at the same time. From the comfort of context
and/or models linked to their experience they need to move towards working with ideas. Learning to
abstract helps formulate and understand arguments. The capacity to see interrelations among concepts
helps us deal with ideas in other subjects as well. It also helps us understand and make better patterns,
maps, appreciate area and volume and see similarities between shapes and sizes. While this is regarding
the relationship of other fields of knowledge to mathematics, its meaning in life and our environment
needs to be re-emphasised.

Children should be able to identify the principles to be used in contextual situations, for solving
problems sift through and choose the relevant information as the first important step. Once students do
that they need to be able to find the way to use the knowledge they have and reach where the problem
requires them to go.  They need to identify and define a problem, select or design possible solutions and
revise or redesign the steps, if required. As they go further there would be more to of this to be done. In
Class VIII we have to get them to be conscious of the steps they follow.  Helping children to develop the
ability to construct appropriate models by breaking up the problems and evolving their own strategies
and analysis of problems is extremely important. This is in the place of giving them prescriptive algorithms
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Cooperative learning, learning through conversations, desire and capacity to learn from each other
and the recognition that conversation is not noise and consultation not cheating is an important part of
change in attitude for you as a teacher and for the students as well. They should be asked to make
presentations as a group with the inclusion of examples from the contexts of their own experiences.
They should be encouraged to read the book in groups and formulate and express what they understand
from it. The assessment pattern has to recognise and appreciate this and the classroom groups should
be such that all children enjoy being with each other and are contributing to the learning of the group.
As you would have seen different groups use different strategies. Some of these are not as efficient as
others as they reflect the modeling done and reflect the thinking used. All these are appropriate and
need to be analysed with children. The exposure to a variety of strategies deepens the mathematical
understanding. Each group moves from where it is and needs to be given an opportunity for that.

For conciseness we present the key ideas of mathematics learning that we would like you to
remember in your classroom.
1. Enquiry to understand is one of the natural ways by which students acquire and construct knowledge.

The process can use generation of observations to acquire knowledge. Students need to deal with
different forms of questioning and challenging investigations- explorative, open-ended, contextual
and even error detection from geometry, arithmetic and generalising it to algebraic relations etc.

2. Children need to learn to provide and follow logical arguments, find loopholes in the arguments
presented and understand the requirement of a proof. By now children have entered the formal
stage. They need to be encouraged to exercise creativity and imagination and to communicate their
mathematical reasoning both verbally and in writing.

3. The mathematics classroom should relate language to learning of mathematics. Children should talk
about their ideas using their experiences and language. They should be encouraged to use their
own words and language but also gradually shift to formal language and use of symbols.

4. The number system has been taken to the level of generalisation of rational numbers and their properties
and developing a framework that includes all previous systems as sub-sets of the generalised rational
numbers. Generalisations are to be presented in mathematical language and children have to see that
algebra and its language helps us express a lot of text in small symbolic forms.

5. As before children should be required to set and solve a lot of problems. We hope that as the
nature of the problems set up by them becomes varied and more complex, they would become
confident of the ideas they are dealing with.

6. Class VIII book has attempted to bring together the different aspects of mathematics and emphasise
the commonality. Unitary method, Ratio and proportion, Interest and dividends are all part of one
common logical framework. The idea of variable and equations is needed wherever we need to
find an unknown quantity in any branch of mathematics.
We hope that the book will help children learn to enjoy mathematics and be confident in the

concepts introduced. We want to recommend the creation of opportunity for thinking individually and
collectively.

We look forward to your comments and suggestions regarding the book and hope that you will
send interesting exercises, activities and tasks that you develop during the course of teaching, to be
included in the future editions. This can only happen if you would find time to listen carefully to children
and identify gaps and on the other hand also find the places where they can be given space to articulate
their ideas and verbalise their thoughts.
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