
 

 

12 November 2019: PIB Summary & Analysis 

HADR Exercise TIGER TRIUMPH 

Context: 

The maiden India - US joint tri-services Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise 

named ‘TIGER TRIUMPH’ is scheduled to be held in November 2019 for 9 days. 

About HADR Exercise TIGER TRIUMPH: 

 TIGER TRIUMPH is the first joint Indo-US Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 

exercise. 

 It is aimed at developing interoperability for conducting HADR operations. 

 Participating teams from India: 

o Indian Naval ships Jalashwa, Airavat and Sandhayak 

o Indian Army troops from 19 Madras and 7 Guards 

o Indian Air Force MI-17 helicopters and Rapid Action Medical Team (RAMT) 

 Participating teams from the USA: 

o US Navy Ship Germantown 

o Troops from US Third Marine Division 

 It is an exercise carried out on the Eastern coast of India starting with the Harbour Phase at 

Visakhapatnam. 

 Personnel from both navies would participate in training visits, subject matter expert exchanges, 

sports events and social interactions. 

 After this phase, the ships, with troops embarked, would sail for the Sea Phase and undertake 

maritime, amphibious and HADR operations. 

 On reaching the HADR area at Kakinada, the landing of Relief Forces would be undertaken to the 

Exercise scenario. 

 At the HADR Exercise Area, a Joint Command and Control Centre would be established jointly by 

the Indian Army and US Marines. 

 The IAFRAMT and the US Navy Medical Team would establish a Medical Facility Camp for 

providing medical aid to victims, who would have been previously evacuated by road and air to the 

Camp. 

 
  

6th World Congress on Rural and Agricultural Finance 

Context: 

The 6
th

 World Congress on Rural and Agricultural Finance was inaugurated in New Delhi. 

About World Congress on Rural and Agricultural Finance: 

 The 6
th

 World Congress is being co-hosted by NABARD and the Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural 

Credit Association (APRACA) and supported by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, 

Government of India. 

o APRACA, representing 81 member institutions from 21 countries, is a regional association 

that promotes cooperation and facilitates mutual exchange of information and expertise in the 
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field of rural finance. 

 The theme of the conference: ‘Rural and Agricultural Finance: Critical Input to Achieve 

Inclusive and Sustainable Development’. 
 The representatives of banks and financial institutions from over 40 countries such as China, Nepal, 

Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, etc. are participating in the Congress. 

 The Congress aims at bringing member institutions and all interested development sector partners 

together to discuss the topics that define the future of the flow of finance to the rural and agricultural 

sector and to bring a powerful message to the worldwide policymaking community. 

 
  

Social audits of major rural development schemes 

Context: 

The Department of Rural Development decides to institutionalize social audits in major schemes. 

Details: 

 The Department of Rural Development has decided to institutionalize social audits in major schemes 

of rural development, starting with the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) and the 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Gramin (PMAY-G). 

 In this backdrop, a two-day ‘National Seminar on Social Audit of Rural Development Programmes’ 

is being organised in November 2019. 

o It is being jointly conducted by the Department of Rural Development and the National 

Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj. 

o The objective of the seminar is to understand the current status of social audits and Social 

Audit Units (SAUs) and develop a plan for roll out of social audit in other programmes. 

o The Seminar will take stock of the current status of Social Audits and SAUs in terms of 

independency, funds, issues identified, actions taken, etc. and will provide a platform for 

SAUs to share their experiences of conducting social audit. 

o Models and best practices in social audit from across states in India and also from other 

countries will be showcased. 

o Participants will also develop an action plan for strengthening SAUs and roll out of social 

audit in other rural development programmes especially NSAP and PMAY-G. 

About social audit for schemes: 

 Social Audit is recognized by many, including the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), as a 

powerful tool to enforce transparency and accountability. 

 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) was the first Act to 

mandate Social Audits by the Gram Sabha of all the projects taken up in the Gram Panchayat. 

 In addition to MGNREGA, a few states have taken up social audit of other schemes as well. 

 Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) audits are done in Uttar Pradesh, Meghalaya and 

West Bengal. 

 National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) audits are done in Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal. 

 Meghalaya Legislature has enacted ‘The Meghalaya Community Participation and Public Services 

Social Audit Act, 2017’ which mandates social audit in 26 different schemes in Education, Health, 

Rural Development and other areas. 

 Eight States have taken up Social Audit of 11 different schemes including Pradhan Mantri Aawas 

Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G), Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), National Social Assistance Programme 
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(NSAP), Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meals (MDM). 

About the Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G): 

 This scheme functions under the Ministry of Rural Development. 

 The objective of the scheme is to help rural people below the poverty line (BPL) in constructing 

dwelling units and upgrading the existing unserviceable kutcha houses by providing assistance in the 

form of a full grant. 

 Rural housing programme, as an independent programme, started with the Indira Awaas Yojana 

(IAY) in January 1996. 

 To address certain gaps in the IAY, the government restructured it into the PMAY-G with a 

commitment to provide “Housing for All’’ by the year 2022. 

 Beneficiaries are chosen according to data taken from the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 

2011. 

About the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP): 

 NSAP was launched in 1995. 

 This was introduced in accordance with the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) which 

directs the State to provide public assistance to its citizens in case of unemployment, old age, 

sickness and disablement and in other cases of undeserved want within the limit of its economic 

capacity and development. 

 The NSAP aims at ensuring a minimum national standard for social assistance in addition to the 

benefits that states are currently providing or might provide in the future. 

 It is a social security and welfare programme to provide support to aged persons, widows, disabled 

persons and bereaved families on the death of the primary breadwinner, belonging to BPL 

households. 

 Currently, the NSAP comprises of five schemes: 

o Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) 

o Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS) 

o Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme (IGNDPS) 

o National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS) 

o Annapurna Scheme 
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