
 
 

 

 
 

                        CBSE Class 8 History Chapter 7 Civilising the “Native”, Educating the Nation 
                                                                     Important Questions        
  
1. Explain the terms ‘linguist’ and ‘Orientalists’.  
2. Who was Henry Thomas Colebrooke?  
3. Explain the term vernacular.  
4. Why did William Jones feel the need to study Indian history, philosophy and law? Discuss.  
5.  Why did James Mill and Thomas Macaulay think that European education was essential in India? 
Explain.  
6. Why did Mahatma Gandhi want to teach children handicrafts? Discuss.  
7. Why did Mahatma Gandhi think that English education had enslaved Indians? Discuss.  
8. James Mill was a severe critic of the Orientalists. True or False?  
9. The 1854 Despatch on education was in favour of English being introduced as a medium of higher 
education in India. Do you agree?  
10. What are the provisions of Wood’s Despatch Act of 1854? Mention any 5.  
11. Who is a munshi?  
12. Describe the attitude of Orientalist towards India and its culture.  
13. Explain Tagore’s idea of education.  
14. Write a short note on William Jones.  
15. What were the differences between Gandhi and Tagore on the point of education? Elaborate.  
16. What were the measures introduced by the British during the Wood’s Despatch?  
17. Write about education as a civilising mission.  
18. Name the two Indian individuals who reacted against western education.  
19. Write a short note on Sri Aurobindo Ghose.  
20. Who was William Carey?  
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