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UPSC Notes [GS-I1]

Topic: National Mission for Clean Ganga

The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was implemented by the National Council for
Rejuvenation, Protection and Management of River Ganga also known as the National Ganga Council.
This mission was established in 12th August 2011 under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 as a
registered society. The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) under National Ganga Council is
supported by the State level Programme Management Groups (SPMGS) in the state of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. It is an initiative taken by the Government of India to
address the pollution of river Ganga by providing financial and technical assistance.

Objectives of National Mission for Clean Ganga

The Government of India organised the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) at Delhi’s Vigyan
Bhavan. NMCG focuses on pollution reduction interventions including interception, diversion and the
treatment of wastewater that flows through the open drains. It aims to reduce pollution through
bioremediation, apt in-situ treatment, pioneering technology, sewage treatment plants (STP) and
effluent treatment plants (ETP).
Some of the major objectives of the Nation Mission for Clean Ganga are:

e The mission incorporates rehabilitating and boosting the existing STPs and instant short-term

steps to curb pollution at exit points on the riverfront in order to check the inflow of sewage.
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e To maintain the continuity of the water flow without changing the natural season variations.

e To restore and maintain the surface flow and groundwater.

e To regenerate and maintain the natural vegetation of the area.

o To conserve and regenerate the aquatic biodiversity as well as the riparian biodiversity of the
river Ganga basin.

e To allow participation of the public in the process of protection, rejuvenation and management of

the river.

Initiatives towards Clean Ganga

A lot of initiatives were taken before the establishment of the Clean Ganga Mission that targeted
towards the reduction of pollution and cleaning of the river Ganga. Some of the major initiatives taken
by the Government of India before the implementation of this mission are discussed below:

e Ganga Action Plan: It was announced in 1985 by the Ministry of Environment & Forests. This
was the first River Action Plan that was introduced for the improvement of water quality through
interception, diversion and treatment of domestic sewage. The plan aimed in preventing the

entry of toxic and industrial chemical wastes to the river.

 National River Conservation Plan: This conservation plan was developed as an extension for

the Ganga Action Plan with an aim to cover all the major rivers of India.

o National River Ganga Basin Authority (NRGBA): Controlled by the Prime Minister of India,
the National River Ganga Basin Authority was formed under Section-3 of the Environment
Protection Act, 1986 by the Central Government in 2009. It declared the Ganga as the ‘National

River of India.

e A Government clean-up campaign was started in 2010 to prevent the entry of untreated

municipal sewage or industrial runoff into the river.

What is Namami Gange?
The Namami Gange Yojana is implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga along with its
State Programme Management Groups (SPMGs). Union Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley announced the

implementation of Namami Gange on 10 July 2014.
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This programme was established as a conservation mission with a budget of Rs. 20,000 crore. Namami
Gange aims at reducing the pollution of the river Ganga along with the conservation and rejuvenation of
the river banks.
Itis a flagship programme under the Union Government. The main pillars of the Namami Gange have
been discussed below:

e Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure & Industrial Effluent Monitoring.

o Development of river-front as well as river-surface cleaning.

o Bio-Diversity & Afforestation.

o Public Awareness.
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