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NCERT notes on important topics for the UPSC Civil Services Exam. These notes will also be useful for 
other competitive exams like bank PO, SSC, state civil services exams and so on. This article talks about 
the Third Battle of Panipat. 

Facts about the Third Battle of Panipat 

 Fought between: Maratha Empire and Durrani Empire (Afghanistan) 

 People involved: Sadashivrao Bhau (Commander-in-chief of the Maratha Army), Vishwasrao, 
Malharrao Holkar, Ahmad Shah Durrani (also called Ahmad Shah Abdali). 

 When: 14th January 1761 

 Where: Panipat (97 km north of Delhi) in modern day Haryana. 

 Result: Victory for the Afghans. 

 Durrani got support from the Rohillas of the Doab and Shuja-ud-daulah, the Nawab of Awadh. 

 The Marathas failed to get support from the Rajputs, Jats or the Sikhs. 

 

Background 

 The Maratha power was on the rise in the subcontinent after the death of the Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb. They had under their control many regions in the Deccan and elsewhere that was 
previously under the Mughals. They also had Malwa, Rajputana and Gujarat under their control. 

 In 1747, Ahmad Shah Durrani had established the Durrani Empire in Afghanistan. In 1747 he 
annexed Lahore. In subsequent years, he had taken control of Punjab and Sindh as well. Durrani’s 
son Timur Shah was the governor of Lahore. 

 The Maratha Peshwa Bajirao was able to capture Lahore and drive out Timur Shah. 

 During this time, the Maratha Empire stretched from the Indus in the north to the southern regions of 
India. 

 Delhi was only nominally under the Mughals. Many people were alarmed at the rapid rise of the 
Hindu Marathas and they appealed to Durrani to stop the Marathas’ expansion. 

 Ahmad Shah Durrani was able to gather support from the Afghan Rohillas of the Gangetic Doab. 

 Shuja-ud-daulah, the Nawab of Awadh was solicited by both the Afghans and the Marathas for 
support, but he chose to ally with the Afghans. 
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Reasons for the Afghan victory 

 The combined army of Durrani and his allies were numerically superior to the Maratha army. 

 Shuja-ud-daulah’s support also proved decisive as he provided the necessary finances for the 
Afghans’ long stay in northern India. 

 The Maratha capital was at Pune and the battlefield was miles away. 

 

Effects of the battle 

 Immediately after the battle, the Afghan army massacred thousands of Maratha soldiers as well as 
civilians in the streets of Panipat. The vanquished women and children were taken as slaves to 
Afghan camps. 

 Even a day after the battle, around 40,000 Maratha prisoners were slaughtered in cold blood. 

 Sadashivrao Bhau and the Peshwa’s son Vishwasrao were among those killed in battle. 

 The Peshwa Balaji Bajirao never recovered from the shock this debacle gave. 

 There were heavy casualties on both sides. 

 The Maratha rise was checked but they retook Delhi ten years later under Peshwa Madhavrao. 

 Durrani did not remain in India too long. He reinstated Mughal Shah Alam II as the Emperor at Delhi. 
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