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  In a small town, Raja earned his living by running a mini ‘Giant 
wheel’ during the festive 
seasons near the temple.  
Many people visited the temple 
with their children and the 
children loved to ride on the 
giant wheel.  He earned a lot of 
money but there was one 
problem.  He was not able to 
keep count of the exact 
number of times the wheel had 
rotated.  The children kept 
calling out saying that there 
was one more round to be 
completed.  He had difficulty in 
counting because all the 
cabins looked alike. All the four 
cabins were painted bright red.  He was worried that he was losing 
money. His young daughter suggested a solution for the problem. 
 
Can you guess it?  She gave a very simple solution.  she suggested 
that one cabin be painted yellow.  Do you think the problem is  solved?

Try and solve the following problems.
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 Mary, Meena, Emily, Noorjahan and Taj are friends.  It was 

raining then and hence they decided to play an indoor game.  

 Emily has a board in which numbers 1 to 50 were written as seen 

in the picture.  She also has a set of cards numbered 1 to 10.

 Emily explains the rules to her friends.  To start the game, one 

person picks a card and notes down the number.  For example, the 

person picks 4, she places a small  stone on number 4 on the board.  

Then she adds 4 to the number on the board, and she gets 8, and 

places a stone on 8, then she again adds 4 and places a stone on 12 on 

the board and so on.  The game continues, with others taking their 

turns.

 Taj picked one card and she got number 3.  Can you tell on which 

boxes she kept the stones?

Look at the table given below.
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snacks. Since Fathima is crazy about cream biscuits, Abdulla tempted her,

 Fathima eagerly awaited the question. The question was to write 8 

as a product of 2 numbers in all possible ways and use the toys to 

represent the different products.  

,
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Factors of 36 are  _________



M
A

T
H

E
M

A
T

IC
S

 

19

18



M
A

T
H

E
M

A
T

IC
S

 Activity 1

Two children can do the activity together.  

Collect as many tamarind seeds as you can and divide them into groups 

of say 4 seeds each.  Ask you friend to give the answer for say 5x4.  

Write down his answer.

From the group of seeds pick out 5 groups and count the number of 

seeds in them. Does it match with the answer given by your friend?

You can continue this activity with different number of seeds in a group.

Activity 2

Step 1 : Take 24 beads.  Divide it into groups of 2 each.  Note down 

whether any bead is left after making the groups. 

Step 2 : Next make groups of 3 and see if any bead remains.  Continue 

with 4, 5, ... and so on till you make a group of 24.

Step 3 :  In each case note down the numbers in which no bead remains 

after grouping.  

Step 4 : Find the factors of 24.  Check whether the number you got in step 

3 matches with the factors you have found.

This activity can be done using other numbers to find the factors.

20
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.

 Gowtham wanted  to celebrate 

his birthday in an orphanage with 

children.  Hearing this, his parents, 

Seenu and Lakshmi felt very happy.

21

One way is given in the 
figure.

Circle who

has got the

In

,

,
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?

?

A fraction is written as 
numerator

denominator

, 3 is the numerator and 5 is the denominator. 

that has been selected from the whole.

It was decided that three-fifth of it belongs to Raman.  This can be

represented in a fraction as      .
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In our national flag,

The uppermost part is saffron.

The lowest part is coloured green.

and write.

of the flag is 
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(1)  Give a proper fraction :
       i) Whose numerator is 5 and
          the denominator is 6.
      ii) Whose denominator is 10
          and the numerator is 3.
     iii) Make 5 proper fractions
         on your own.
(2)  Locate the fractions 
       

and                     on separate

number lines.

,

,

on

been selected. by sa

that has
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Sathya had three guavas and wanted to share them equally with her 

friend Madan.  How can they divide the three guavas equally 

between them?  Sathya and Madan tried to find a solution in 

their own way.  

 Sathya first shared one guava to each of them.  Then she cut the 

third guava into two equal halves and shared between them equally.  

Thus each of them got one whole and one half guava.  So, each one got 

1 +       which is written as 1     .

 Madan said, "I will divide like this".  He cut each of the guavas into 

two equal halves and each of them got 3 half guavas.
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out

We observe that 
To arrange like fractions in ascending order, we have to 
arrange the numerators of each of the fractions in 
ascending order.
To arrange like fractions in descending order, we have to 
arrange the numerators of each of the fractions in 
descending order.
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 Activity

Take the fraction discs used for teaching fraction from the mathematics 

kit box.  Take the disc which represents the fraction    and place it 

separately.  Then take the fractional discs which represent     and place 

it above     .  In the same way place the fractional discs representing    x

and      above      .  What do you find out? Put the appropriate symbols 

(<, >, =) in the box below  based on your observation.

 You can also make fractional parts using circular paper or chart paper 

prepared with the help of teacher. 

1
2

2
4

4
8

5
10

Activity

Saravanan and Sankari are siblings. Their mother shared two apples by 

cutting each apple into two equal halves. There were totally four parts. 

Out of these four parts she gave three parts to Saravanan.  Then she 

gave one full apple and the remaining one part to Sankari. Represent 

each one's share as fraction.  Then take fractional discs from the kit box 

representing each one's share.  Compare both the fractions by placing 

one above other. 

1
2

2
4

1
2

5
10

4
8

1
2
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