Difference between Bilateral and Multilateral Groupings is explained here in detail. This topic is
important from the perspective of International Relations Syllabus. When enacting foreign
policies, governments face a choice between bilateralism and multilateralism. Bilateralism
means coordination with another single country whereas multilateralism is coordination among
more than 3 countries. The difference between Bilateral and Multilateral Groupings given here
can help the UPSC Civil Service exam aspirants to understand the basics better and know their
comparisons thoroughly.

Aspirants would find this article very helpful while preparing for the IAS Exam.
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Major differences between Multilateral and Bilateral Groupings are:

SI.LN | Bilateral Groupings Multilateral Groupings

1 Bilateral Groupings consists of 2 Multilateral Groupings consists of 3
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nations. or more nations

2 In Bilateral Groupings, larger and more | Multilateral Groupings give more
powerful nations will have more power. | power and voice to smaller nations

over larger nations.

3 Bilateral Trade agreements are less Multilateral Trade agreements are
complex than multilateral trade very complex as it involves many
agreements, since bilateral countries
agreements involves just 2 countries

4 Under Bilateral agreements the time Under Multilateral agreements the
taken for concluding negotiations is negotiations takes longer duration
much lesser compared to multilateral to conclude
agreements.

5 Bilateral trade agreements gives Multilateral trade agreements gives
access to smaller market as there are | access to larger market
only 2 countries involved in the
negotiations

6 Trade barriers may get reduced Under Regional Multilateral
between 2 countries and not over a groupings,trade barriers gets
larger region. reduced over a larger region,an

example would be North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

These are the main differences between Bilateral and Multilateral Groupings.The differences
given in the above table can help the UPSC Civil Service Exam aspirants to answer any related
questions easily in the exams.

After learning about the Bilateral and Multilateral Groupings difference, it is better to know the
details of the United Nations (UN), South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and also facts on Indian - China bilateral
relations, India - Nepal bilateral relations and India - US bilateral relations thoroughly. Visit the
below-given links to learn about the United Nations (UN), SAARC, ASEAN and the facts on
Indian-China bilateral relations, India - Nepal bilateral relations and India-US bilateral relations,
in detail along with other information.

United Nations (UN) - An Overview

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) - Objectives & Functions
Indian and US - Bilateral Trade Relations

Indian and China - Bilateral Relations

Indian and Nepal Bilateral Relations - Redrawn Political Maps
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UPSC Civil Service Exam aspirants should diligently study the Latest Current Affairs, as it is an
extremely important component of UPSC Civil Service Exam Syllabus.

The above details would help candidates prepare for UPSC 2020.
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