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1. Thiruvalluvar Day 

Context: 

Thiruvalluvar Day 2021 was observed on 15th January. 

About Thiruvalluvar Day: 

 The Government of Tamil Nadu celebrates the 15th (16th on leap years) of January as Thiruvalluvar 

Day in honour of the poet Thiruvalluvar, as part of the Pongal celebrations. 

 It is also observed by the government of Puducherry. 

 The Day is celebrated on the fourth day of Pongal celebrations when people pay respect to elders 

and elders offer blessings in cash and kind. 

Who was Thiruvalluvar? 

 Thiruvalluvar, commonly known as Valluvar, was a celebrated Tamil poet and philosopher. 

 He is best known as the author of Thirukkural, a collection of couplets on ethics, politics, economy 

and love. 

 The work consists of 1330 couplets distributed into 133 sections each having 10 couplets. 

 The text is considered an exceptional and widely cherished work of Tamil literature. 

 Thirukkural has been translated into 37 languages. 

 Not much is known about his life or when he lived. Different sources give varying dates, Maraimalai 

Adigal deduced 31 BCE as his year of birth while Czech scholars like Kamil Zvelebil inferred that he 

lived around 500 CE. 
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2. India and Japan sign MoU 

Context: 

India and Japan sign MoU to enhance cooperation in the field of ICT. 

Details: 

 As per the MoU, the Department of Telecom, Government of India and the Ministry of 

Communications, Government of Japan will enhance mutual cooperation in the field of 5G 

technologies, telecom security, submarine optical fibre cable system to the islands of India, spectrum 

management, smart cities, high altitude platform for broadband in unconnected areas, disaster 

management and public safety, etc. 

 

3. Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

Context: 

FCI’s 57th Foundation Day. 

Read more about FCI and its functions in PIB dated 1 April 2020. 

 

4. Driverless Metro Car 

Context: 

Defence Minister unveils India’s First Indigenously Designed & Developed Driverless Metro Car. 

Details: 

 The metro car was unveiled for Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA). 

 Indigenously designed & developed state-of-the-art Driverless Metro trains are being manufactured 

at BEML, Bengaluru Complex (a defence PSU company). 

 The project has 63 per cent indigenous content which will enhance to 75 per cent in the next two to 

three years. 

Also read: CNA dated 29 Dec 2020 – PM flags off India’s first driverless train 

 

5. Army Day 

Context: 

73rd Army Day celebrated. 
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About Army Day: 

 Every year Indian Army celebrates 15th January as ‘Army Day’ to commemorate the day when 

General (later Field Marshal) K M Cariappa took over the command of Army from General Sir FRR 

Bucher, the last British Commander-in-Chief in 1949 and became the first Commander-in-Chief of 

Indian Army post Independence. 

 Army Day marks a day to salute the valiant soldiers who sacrificed their lives to protect the country 

and its citizens. 

 While celebrations take place across the country, the main Army Day parade is conducted in 

Cariappa Parade ground in Delhi cantonment. 

 Gallantry awards and Sena medals are also awarded on this day. 

 

6. India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

Context: 

India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrates its 146th Foundation Day. 

Know more about IMD in the linked article. 

 

7. One Nation One Ration Card system reform 

Context: 

Tamil Nadu becomes the 11th state to complete One Nation One Ration Card system reform. 

Details: 

 Tamil Nadu has become the 11th state in the country to successfully undertake “One Nation One 

Ration Card system” reform stipulated by the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. 

 Thus, the state has become eligible to mobilise additional financial resources of Rs.4,813 crore 

through Open Market Borrowings. 

 Tamil Nadu has now joined 10 other states namely, Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh, who have completed 

this reform. 

Background: 

 To meet the challenges posed by the pandemic, GOI had enhanced the borrowing limit of the states 

by 2 percent of their GSDP. 

 Half of this special dispensation was linked to undertaking citizen-centric reforms by the states. 

 The four citizen-centric areas for reforms identified were: 
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 Implementation of One Nation One Ration Card System (done by 11 states) 

 Ease of doing business reform (done by 8 states) 

 Urban Local body/utility reforms (done by 4 states) 

 Power sector reforms 

 One Nation One Ration Card System is an important citizen centric reform. Its implementation 

ensures the availability of ration to beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and 

other welfare schemes, especially the migrant workers and their families, at any Fair Price Shop 

(FPS) across the country. 

 The reform also enables the states in better targeting of beneficiaries, elimination of 

bogus/duplicate/ineligible card holders resulting in enhanced welfare and reduced leakage. 

 

8. Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) 

Context: 

CARA celebrates its 6th Annual Day. 

About CARA: 

 Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of the Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India. 

 It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and 

regulate in-country and inter-country adoptions. 

 CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with 

the provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of 

India in 2003. 

 CARA primarily deals with the adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its 

associated/recognised adoption agencies. 
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