UPSC MCQ's 2021
IAS Prelims MCQ's On International Relations

1. The INST corridor is related to
a) China's Belt and Road Initiative
b) Narrow strip in the Northeastern Afghanistan
c) Atrilateral corridor between India, Myanmar and Thailand
d) A Multi-modal network of ship, rail and road route to move freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and

Answer: ¢

e International North-South Transport Corridor is a corridor to increase trade between India and
Russia.

e This trade route is 7200 Km long and the transport of freight is through a multi-mode network of
Road, Ship, and Railways.

e This route connects India and Russia through Iran and Azerbaijan.

e [NST Corridor' objective is to increase connectivity between major cities like Mumbai, Moscow,
Astrakhan(located in Russia), Baku (Azerbaijan), Tehran, Bandar Abbas and Bandar Anzail (All
located in Iran).

How to approach this topic:
Candidates must know the history of the INST Corridor. Learn the members of this corridor.
The cities interconnected through this corridor can be located on the map.

2. With respect to Akashvani Maitree, consider the following statements:

1) Akashvani Maitree is AIR’s cross-border Myanmar service
2) Itis a counter to the presence of CRI (Chinese Radio International with its strong programming)

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) Only1l
b) Only2
c) All of the above
d) None of the above

Answer: b

Akashvani Maitree is AIR’s cross-border Bangla service
e Akashvani Maitree channel can play a significant role in promoting and preserving the composite
Bengali cultural heritage which is the proud inheritance of all Bengali speaking people irrespective of
their geographical location.

Wartime history
e The Bangla radio service, launched in 1971 during the Bangladesh Liberation Movement and

discontinued in 2010, which had a mix of news and cultural programming.

Countering China
The re-launch of the channel on 596 KHz has twin objectives,
e To counter the presence of CRI (Chinese Radio International with its strong programming)
e To attract Bengali-speaking listeners from both countries. Live-streaming of programmes online will

cater to the Bengali diaspora.
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3. The Quadrilateral Coordination Group does not include which of the following countries?
a) USA

b) China

c) Pakistan

d) India
Answer: d

It includes US, Afghanistan, China and Pakistan.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue:

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) or QUAD Group is an informal strategic forum comprising India, Japan,
Australia and the United States of America. It is a grouping frequently seen in the news nowadays because of the
current geopolitical situation in the world.

The Prime Minister addressed the first summit of the leaders of the QUAD (Quadrilateral Framework). The
meeting was hosted by the USA on a virtual platform.

Earlier in February 2021, QUAD ministerial meeting discussed issues across Indo-Pacific and the military takeover
in Myanmar.

The focus was on pressing crises like Covid-19, climate change, and emerging technologies.
Important Highlights of the first summit of the leaders of the QUAD-
e Quad Vaccine Partnership:
e Agreed to ensure “equitable” access to vaccines to counter the pandemic.
e Agreed to a plan to pool their financial resources, manufacturing capabilities and logistical strengths.

Japan, the USA and Australia will finance the vaccine initiative that India has welcomed.

Appreciated the Vaccine Maitri initiative (India’s Vaccine Diplomacy) of India. Vaccine Maitri Initiative is an
initiative launched by India to give Covid-19 vaccines to neighbouring countries.

Discussion on China — Concerns regarding Chinese cyberattacks on the USA targets (Microsoft Exchange and
SolarWinds) and also cybersecurity incidents in India, Japan and Australia were discussed. The Line of Actual
Control (LAC) was discussed as one of several examples of Chinese aggression. Other issues related to Hong

Kong, Xinjiang, Taiwan Strait and coercion of Australia, harassment around the Senkaku, were also discussed.

4. Consider the following statements regarding military
exercises

1) Cobra Gold- India China

2) Yudh Abhyas- India USA

3) Harimau Shakti- India Singapore
4) Mira Shakti- India Sri Lanka

Which of the pairs given above are incorrect?
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a) Onlyl,2and3
b) Onlyland3
¢) Only2,3and5
d) Onlyd4and5

Answer: b
o Cobra Gold- Asia Pacific Military exercise
e Harimau Shakti- India Malaysia

5. With reference to Permanent court of arbitration, which of following statements are correct?
1) Itis an intergovernmental organization located at The Hague in the Netherlands
2) The PCA is not a court, but rather a bureaucracy that provide services of arbitral tribunal to resolve
disputes between member states
3) Itisapart of UN

a) Only1l

b) Onlyland2

¢) Only2and3

d) All of the above

Answer: b

It is an intergovernmental organization located at The Hague in the Netherlands.

The PCA is not a court, but rather a bureaucracy that provide services of arbitral tribunal to resolve
disputes between member states, international organizations, or private parties arising out of
international agreements.

e The cases span a range of legal issues involving territorial and maritime boundaries, sovereignty,
human rights, international investment, and international and regional trade.

It should not be confused with the International Court of Justice which is the primary judicial branch
of the United Nations, while the PCA is not a UN agency.

The PCA was established in 1899 by the first Hague Peace Conference. It was first permanent
organization to solve international disputes through arbitration.
The Peace Palace was built for PCA in The Hague in 1913. The building also houses the separate

International Court of Justice.

6. Which of the following statements are correct with respect to Vienna convention, 19617
1) Indiais a member of this.
2) The treaty gives host countries the right to expel envoys.

a) Only1l
b) Only2
c) All of the above
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d)

None of the above

Answer:c

India is a member

The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations was adopted in 1961 by the United Nations Conference on
Diplomatic Intercourse and Immunities held in Vienna, Austria.

The Vienna Convention applies not only to diplomats but also to both military and civilian personnel from
the military departments, who are present in the country under the authority of the chief of the diplomatic
mission.

An important aspect of the treaty is the provision of legal immunity for diplomats so that they don’t have to
face prosecution according to the laws of the host country.

Host nations are also obliged to protect diplomats from attacks on their freedom and dignity.

Article 9 of the convention states that the host country can declare any member of the diplomatic staff of a
mission persona non grata at any point in time and for any reason. Such a person must be recalled by the
home country of the person within a stipulated time period, or else he stands to lose his diplomatic
immunity.

7. Carter Doctrine is a policy by USA

a)
b)
c)
d)

To protect its interests in Indian Ocean region around Diego Garcia

To prevent the spread of Socialism

To use military force if necessary to defend its national interests in the Persian Gulf.
To suppress the rise of communism in the Capitalist Cuba

Answer: c

The Carter Doctrine was a policy proclaimed by President of the United States Jimmy Carter in his
State of the Union Address in 1980, which stated that the United States would use military force if
necessary to defend its national interests in the Persian Gulf.

8. Consider the following statements regarding tracks of diplomacy

1)
2)
3)

Track 1 diplomacy: Official discussions
Track 2 diplomacy: Unofficial dialogue
Track 3 diplomacy: People-to-people diplomacy

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a)
b)
c)
d)

All of the above
None of the above
1 and 3 only

1 and 2 only
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Answer: a

Track 1 diplomacy: Official discussions typically involving high-level political and military leaders and
focusing on cease-fires, peace talks, and treaties and other agreements.

Track 2 diplomacy: Unofficial dialogue and problem-solving activities aimed at building relationships
and encouraging new thinking that can inform the official process. Track 2 activities typically involve
influential academic, religious, and NGO leaders and other civil society actors who can interact more
freely than high-ranking officials. Some analysts use the term track 1.5 to denote a situation in which
official and non-official actors work together to resolve conflicts.

Track 3 diplomacy: People-to-people diplomacy undertaken by individuals and private groups to
encourage interaction and understanding between hostile communities and involving awareness
raising and empowerment within these communities. Normally focused at the grassroots level, this
type of diplomacy often involves organizing meetings and conferences, generating media exposure,
and political and legal advocacy for marginalized people and communities.

9. India has not signed which of these conventions?

1) Biological Weapons Convention (BWC)
2) Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)
3) Convention on Cluster Munitions
4) Wassenaar Arrangement
a) land3
b) 2and4
c) Only3
d) Only4
Answer: ¢

10. Which of the following statements is correct with respect to Commonwealth of Independent States?

1)
2)
3)

a)
b)
c)
d)

Ans: b

These were countries which were once colonized by British
It is headquartered in London
At present there are 9 member countries. 2 associate countries and Georgia was a former member

Only 1

Only 3

Only 2and 3
All of the above

The Commonwealth of Independent States also called the Russian Commonwealth is a loose
confederation of 9 member states and 2 associate members that are located in Eurasia formed
during the dissolution of the Soviet Union, and which were all former Soviet Republics.
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e |t was created in December 1991.
e HQ: Minsk, Belarus
e In the adopted Declaration the participants of the Commonwealth declared their interaction on the
basis of sovereign equality.
e countries: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Belarus, Moldova,
Russia
o Georgia was former member country
o Associate states: Turkmenistan, Ukraine

11. Consider the following statements with respect to G20
1) India will host the G20 summit in 2021
2) European Union is not a member of G20
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) Only1l
b) Only2
c) All of the above
d) None of the above
Ans: d

G20

e There are 19 countries and European Union in G20.
e The Italian Presidency — Italy holds the Presidency of the G20 Summit 2021 since December 1st
2020. The Summit will be held in Rome on October 30th and 31st 2021.

The agenda of the Italian Presidency (G20 Summit 2021) rests upon three main pillars: People,
Planet, Prosperity.

Objectives
In order to achieve a robust global economic growth, the countries which represent and contribute more

than 80% of the global GDP came at the Premier forum for International economic cooperation, which
was agreed by leaders at the Pittsburgh Summit in September 2009. These countries co-operated to
discuss and were known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World Economy” which is now the
G20 Summit.
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12. With respect to Shangri la Dialogue, consider the following statements
1) The forum gets its name from the Shangri-La Hotel in Singapore
2) SLDisa"Track two" inter-governmental security forum

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) Only1l
b) Only2
c) All of the above
d) None of the above

Ans: a

The Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) is an inter-governmental security forum held annually by an independent think tank, the
International Institute for Strategic Studies (1ISS). It is attended by defence ministers, permanent heads of ministries and
military chiefs of 28 Asia-Pacific states.

The 2021 edition of the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore.

e SLDisa "Track One" inter-governmental security forum held annually by an independent think tank,
the International Institute for Strategic Studies (1ISS) which is attended by defense ministers,
permanent heads of ministries and military chiefs of 28 Asia-Pacific states.

e The forum gets its name from the Shangri-La Hotel in Singapore where it has been held since 2002.

e The summit serves to cultivate a sense of community among the most important policymakers in
the defence and security community in the region.

e Government delegations have made the best out of the meeting by holding bilateral meetings with
other delegations on the sidelines of the conference.

e While primarily an inter-governmental meeting, the summit is also attended by legislators,
academic experts, distinguished journalists and business delegates.

13. The UN 75 Declaration recently in news is related to

a)
b)
c)
d)

Ans: d

Treaty between China and Srilanka for leasing of one of the ports

An agreement between Sinhalese and Tamil in Srilanka for equality of laws

It was a norm established under 1987 friendship treaty with India for addressing fisher men issue
It will mark the 75th anniversary of the signing of the U.N. Charter
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14. The term Troika had been frequently used during the Greek Crisis. This does not include
1) European Commission (EC)
2) European Central Bank (ECB)
3) World bank
4) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Ans: c
e The term Troika had been used during the Greek Crisis. It includes European Commission (EC),
European Central Bank (ECB) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

15. With respect to Horizon 2020, consider the following statements
1) Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation Programme ever
2) Itis helping us understand worlds at the edge of our solar system by making the first reconnaissance
of the dwarf planet Pluto
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) Only1l
b) Only2
c) All of the above
d) None of the above

Ans: a

e Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation Programme ever with nearly €80 billion of
funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020) — in addition to the private investment that this money
will attract. It promises more breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking great ideas from
the lab to the market.

e Horizon 2020 is the financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union, a Europe 2020 flagship
initiative aimed at securing Europe's global competitiveness.

e Seen as a means to drive economic growth and create jobs, Horizon 2020 has the political backing of
Europe’s leaders and the Members of the European Parliament. They agreed that research is an
investment in our future and so put it at the heart of the EU’s blueprint for smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth and jobs.
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By coupling research and innovation, Horizon 2020 is helping to achieve this with its emphasis on
excellent science, industrial leadership and tackling societal challenges. The goal is to ensure Europe
produces world-class science, removes barriers to innovation and makes it easier for the public and
private sectors to work together in delivering innovation.

Horizon 2020 is open to everyone, with a simple structure that reduces red tape and time so
participants can focus on what is really important. This approach makes sure new projects get off the
ground quickly — and achieve results faster.

Participants from European Union member states and countries associated to Horizon 2020 are
automatically funded.

16. Consider the following statements regarding coffee club

1)
2)

Italy, Brazil, Mexico and Srilanka, in 1995 founded the "Coffee Club".
It aims to counter the bids for permanent seats proposed by G4 nations

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Ans: b

Only 1

Only 2

All of the above
None of the above

Italy, Pakistan, Mexico and Egypt, in 1995 founded the "Coffee Club". Developed in the 1990s in
opposition to the possible expansion of permanent seats in the UNSC.

Under the leadership of Italy. It aims to counter the bids for permanent seats proposed by G4
nations (Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan) and is calling for a consensus before any decision is
reached on the form and size of the Security Council.

The four countries were united by a rejection of the increase of the permanent members of the
Security Council and the desire to encourage rather the expansion of non-permanent seats.

17. With reference to CLMV conclave, consider the following statements

1)

2)

It is a Business Conclave which will have deliberations on manufacturing, renewable energy & skilling
among others
It includes Colombia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam

Select the incorrect answer using the code given below.

a)
b)
c)
d)
Ans: b

Only 1

Only 2

All of the above
None of the above
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Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietham
CLMV Business Conclave will have deliberations on manufacturing, renewable energy, agriculture
and skilling among others.
It is Aimed at identifying specific project opportunities and seek business partnerships in the region
The CLMV conclave is an annual feature which provides an opportunity for Indian business leaders
to interact with government and business stakeholders representing the four countries.
The conclave facilitates to create and provide a platform for the decision makers from CLMV
countries to interact with a range of Indian business companies involved in trading, manufacturing,
processing, engineering, consultancy, construction etc.

Significance

18. East
1)
2)

3)

a)
b)
c)
d)
Answer:

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam collectively, is the third largest economy in ASEAN,
followed by Indonesia and Thailand.

Due to close proximity, India is looking to boost trade and investment with the CLMV region as part
of the ‘Act East’ policy

African Community is an intergovernmental organization. Which of the following are correct?

It is also known as the African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty,

The treaty bars supply of Uranium to a country which is not a member of NPT (Non-Proliferation
Treaty)

The Treaty prohibits the research, development, manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition, testing,
possession, control or stationing of nuclear explosive devices

Only 2 and 3

Only 3

All of the above
None of the above
d

EAC is an intergovernmental organisation composed of six countries in the African Great Lakes
region in eastern Africa: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda (RSTU).

Having established a customs union, it is building a single market and wants to set up a monetary
union.

The EAC is an integral part of the African Economic Community.

19. Kafala System recently seen in the news is related to?

a)
b)
c)
d)

Ans: b

System of child labour prevalent in a few countries

System of sponsorship between migrant workers and their employers prevalent in Gulf Countries
System of mortage in rural community of India

System of loan provision in middle-east countries
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It is a sponsorship system that binds migrant workers to one employer (a sponsor) in many
countries of West Asia. It emerged in the 1950s with an objective to provide temporary and
rotating labourers in the period of economic boom.
The practice of the Kafala System has been prevalent in the following countries or group of
countries:
o Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE
o Jordan
o Lebanon

20. Consider the following statements regarding visa types

1)
2)

H1 can be transferred from 1 company to other company
L1B visa - It is intra-company transfer visa to work in USA

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a)
b)
c)
d)
Ans: ¢

Only 1

Only 2

All of the above
None of the above

H1 or H1B visa - It is work visa to work in USA.
o It can be transferred from 1 company to other company.
o Max Stay in US with this visa is 6 years.
o Stamping is usually done for 2 or 3 years and after that period visa holder has to request for
extension of visa.
H4 - 1t is visa for dependent of H1B visa holder to travel to USA and stay there with them.
o H4 visa holders are not allowed to work in USA. It is valid as long has H1B visa is valid.
L1B visa - It is intra-company transfer visa to work in USA.
o It cannot be transferred from 1 to other company. Person should be employee of company
for at least 2 years to get this visa.
Max stay in US with this visa is 5 years.
Stamping is usually done for 1 year and after that period visa holder has to request for
extension of visa.
L1A visa - It is intra-company transfer visa to work in USA for company executives or managers.
o It cannot be transferred from 1 to other company. Person should be employee of company
for at least 2 years to get this visa.
Max stay in US with this visa is 7 years.
Stamping is usually done for 1 year and after that period visa holder has to request for
extension of visa.
L2 - It is visa for dependent of L1A or L1B visa holder to travel to USA and stay there with them. L2
visa holder can apply for work permit and then work in USA. It is valid as long has L1B visa is valid.
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e Uvisa: The U visa is a nonimmigrant visa which is set aside for victims of crimes (and their immediate
family members) who have suffered substantial mental or physical abuse and are willing to assist
law enforcement and government officials in the investigation or prosecution of the criminal
activity.

21. Consider the following statements regarding water boundary
1) Territorial waters refer to 12 Nautical Miles from the baseline
2) Exclusive Economic Zones refers to the area 12 Nautical Miles beyond the Territorial waters
3) contiguous zone refers to the area from the edge of the territorial sea out to 200 nautical miles from
the baseline
Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) Only1l
b) Only3
¢) Only2and3
d) All of the above

Ans: a
Internal waters
e Internal Waters refers to the all water and waterways on the landward side of the baseline of a

country. In the internal waters a country is free to set laws, regulate its use and use of its resources.
e There is no interference of the foreign countries.

Territorial waters
e Territorial waters refer to 12 Nautical Miles from the baseline. In this area the countries are free to

set laws, regulate use and also use its resources.

e However, the foreign vessels are NOT given all rights to passage through except “Innocent Passage”.
The innocent passage refers to the passing through the waters which is not prejudicial to peace and
security. However, the nations have right to suspend the innocent passage.

e The submarine while passing through other country’s territorial waters has to navigate on the
surface and show their flags.

Contiguous Zone
e The contiguous zone refers to the area 12 Nautical Miles beyond the Territorial waters. This means

that it is 24 Nautical Miles from the baseline limit.
e In this zone the country can enforce laws only in 4 areas viz. pollution, taxation, customs, and
immigration.

Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)
e Exclusive Economic Zones refers to the area from the edge of the territorial sea out to 200 nautical

miles from the baseline.

e Inthis area, the country has sole exploitation rights over all natural resources.

e The most important reason to introduce EEZ was to halt the clashes over the Fishing Rights and Oil
Rights.
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e In the EEZ, the foreign vessels have freedom of navigation and over flight, subject to the regulation
of the coastal states. Foreign states are allowed to lay submarine pipes and cables.

Archipelagic waters
e If the country is an archipelago or has an archipelago under it, a baseline is drawn between the

outermost points of the islands, provided that these islands are close to each other. All water
inside this is called Archipelagic Waters.

e The state has full sovereignty over these waters very much similar to the internal waters and the
foreign vessels are allowed for innocent passage through archipelagic waters.

22. With reference to Andean Community, consider the following statements
1) It is a customs union comprising the South American countries of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador
2) It came into existence when the Cartagena Agreement was signed in 1969
3) Its headquarters are in Lima
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) Onlyland2
b) Only3
¢) Only2and3
d) None of the above

Ans: c

e It is a customs union comprising the South American countries of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and
Peru.

e The trade bloc was called the Andean Pact until 1996 and came into existence when the Cartagena
Agreement was signed in 1969.

e Its headquarters are in Lima, Peru.

23. The mutual legal assistance treaty in news is related to
a) Nuclear agreement between countries for effective transfer for civil purposes
b) Agreement between India and USA for Homeland security
¢) Gathering and exchanging information in an effort to enforce public or criminal laws
d) Extradition treaty signed foreign countries

Answer: a

[ ]

e A mutual legal assi;tance treaty (MLAT) is an agreement between two or more countries for the
purpose of gathering and exchanging information in an effort to enforce public or criminal laws.

e This assistance may take the form of examining and identifying people, places and things, custodial
transfers, and providing assistance with the immobilization of the instruments of criminal activity.
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e Assistance may be denied by either country (according to agreement details) for political or
security reasons, or if the criminal offence in question is not equally punishable in both countries.
Some treaties may encourage assistance with legal aid for nationals in other countries.

o The Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal Ministry for concluding Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties
in Criminal Matters which are designed to facilitate widest measures of mutual assistance in
investigation, prosecution and prevention of crime, service of summons and other judicial
documents, execution of warrants and other judicial commissions and tracing, restraint, forfeiture or
confiscation of proceeds and instruments of crime.

e These agreements assume importance in combating transnational organized crimes, trans-border
terrorism, crimes and other serious offences, such as drug trafficking, money laundering, counterfeit
currency, smuggling of arms and explosives, etc.

24. India’s proactive Foreign policy would be based on

1) Clear sense of its priorities

2) Anintegrated view of regions

3) Confidently pursuing multiple relationships simultaneously and having a global impact
Which of the statements given above are incorrect?

a) All of the above

b) Only2and3

c) None of the above

d) Only2

Answer: ¢
gn Policy
Jaishankar Foreign Secretary said it was based on
e aclear sense of its priorities
e Anintegrated view of regions
e A more vigorous effort directed at confidently pursuing multiple relationships simultaneously and a
global impact.

25. With respect to International Criminal Court, consider the following statements
1) Itisa UN body to ensure the perpetrators are held accountable for their crimes
2) lItsjurisdiction is over all UN nation states
Select the correct answer using the code given below
a) Only1
b) Only2
c) All of the above
d) None of the above

Answer: d
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Feature

Languages

UN-

Relationship

Location

Jurisdiction

Types of Cases

Subject Matter

Authorizing
Legal

Mechanism

Appeals

Funding

International Court of Justice (1CJ)

English, French

Official court of the U.N., commonly referred to as the

“World Court.”

The Hague, The Netherlands

U.N. member-states (i.e. national governments)

(1) Contentious between parties, (2) Advisory opinions

Sovereignty, boundary disputes, maritime disputes, trade,

natural resources, human rights, treaty violations, treaty

interpretation, and more.

States that ratify the U.N. Charter become parties to the
ICJ Statute under Article 93. Non-UN member states can
also become parties to the ICJ by ratifying the ICJ Statute.
Each state must provide consent to any contentious case

by explicit agreement, declaration, or treaty clause.

None. The ICJ decision in a contentious case is binding
upon the parties. If a State fails to comply with the
judgment, the issue may be taken to the UN Security

Council, which has the authority to review, recommend,

and decide upon enforcement.

UN-funded.
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International Criminal Court (ICC)

English, French

Independent. May receive case referrals from
the UN Security Council. Can initiate

prosecutions without UN action or referral.

The Hague, The Netherlands

Individuals

Criminal prosecution of individuals

Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes,

crimes of aggression

Rome Statute

Appeals Chamber. Article 80 of the Rome
Statute allows retention of an acquitted

defendant pending appeal.

Assessed contribution from state parties to the
Rome Statute; voluntary contributions from the
U.N.; voluntary contributions from

governments, international  organizations,

individuals, corporations and other entities.





