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National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)

The National Highways Authority of India or NHAI is the nodal agency of the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways in India.

National Highways Authority of India or NHAI

e National Highways Authority of India was formed under the NHAI Act in 1988.

e Itis an autonomous organization that looks after the management of the complete network of
National Highways in the country.

e Headquarters of the NHAI - New Delhi.

e It operates under the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

e NHAI signed an MoU with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the North East
Centre For Technology Application and Research (NECTAR) in 2016 that allowed the use of
spatial technology for highways monitoring.

e It has been entrusted with the National Highways Development Project, which along with other minor
projects, has vested in it 50329 km of National Highways for development, maintenance and
management.

e Asof July 2021, the total length of National Highways (including expressways) in the country is
1,32,499 km. While Highways/Expressways constitute only about 1.7% of the length of all roads,
they carry about 40% of the road traffic.

¢ Mandate:

o NHAI is mandated to implement National Highways Development Project (NHDP) which is
India’s largest ever Highways Project in a phased manner and accordingly government of
India has launched many initiatives to strengthen the National Highways.

o Considering the high road traffic in Highways, and increasing passenger and freight traffic, it

becomes essential to improve the road network in the country.

Functions of NHAI

¢ Developing, maintaining and managing National Highways (NH) across the country.
e Collecting fees/tolls on NH, regulating and controlling the plying of vehicles on NH for proper

management.
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e Developing and providing consultancy and construction services on a national and international
level. Also, conducting research activities that help develop, maintain and manage highways or other
facilities thereat.

e Advising the Central government on issues related to NH.

e Formulating and implementing schemes for NH development.

e Constructing offices and residential buildings for NHAI employees.

e Providing facilities and amenities to NH users necessary for the smooth flow of traffic on such
highways.

Organisational Structure of NHAI

The Authority consists of a full time Chairman, and not more than five full time Members and four part-

time Members who are appointed by the Central Government.

The below figure shows the present organisational structure of NHAI:
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Green Highways Policy — 2015

e The policy aims to promote greening of highway corridors with the participation of the community,
farmers, private sector, NGOs, and government institutions.

e The policy envisages a strong monitoring mechanism in place by using ISRO’s Bhuvan and GAGAN
satellite systems.

e Every planted tree will be counted and auditing will be done.

e The project aims to make India pollution-free, curtail the number of road accidents and provide

dignified employment to local people and communities.
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Features of Green Highways Policy

e Development of eco-friendly NH corridors across India and promoting greening is a major concern of
this project.
e It also includes the participation of farmers, government institutions including the Forest Department
and the private sector.
e Objectives:
¢ Reducing the impact of Air Pollution and Dust by planting trees and shrubs along the NH.
e The trees also act as a natural sink for air pollutants and arrest soil erosion at the embankment

slopes.

UPSC Questions related to NHAI

Is NHAI a statutory body?

Yes, the National Highways Authority of India is an autonomous organization that was formed under the
NHAI Act in 1988.

Which is the longest highway in India?

The North-South National Highway. ie., NH44 is the longest national highway in India running 3745 km

from Srinagar to Kanyakumari. It was previously known as the NH7.

How does FASTag work in India?

A FASTag is a device that employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for making toll
payments directly from the prepaid or savings account linked to it and is affixed on the windscreen of the

vehicle and enables the commuter to drive through toll plazas, without stopping for cash transactions.
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