
Ekuverin Exercise
Ekuverin exercise is a joint military exercise held between the two neighbouring nations- India and
Maldives. It has been in place since 2009. The year 2021 marked the 11th Edition of Ekuverin. The
military event was held at Kadhdhoo Island in the Maldives. A 14-day joint exercise, and held
alternatively in both nations, the 12th Edition will be organised in India.

Meaning of 'Ekuverin’

The word 'ekuverin' is derived from the Dhivehi language, an Indo-Aryan language mainly spoken in
three countries- India, Lakshadweep and Maldives. It means 'friends.' The meaning itself speaks of the
reason behind anointing the drill- ekuverin military exercise.

The Need for the Ekuverin Military Exercise

As per India's security policy, particularly related to the Indian Ocean, the nation must provide security
and political stability to its neighbouring countries, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles and Sri Lanka. It is
also a strategy to counter China's aggressive expansion in the mentioned countries, including India.

India is a powerful nation and has always been known for its goodwill and diplomatic policies. It is
always the first nation to respond in any Human Availability Disaster Recovery Operations. Hence, it
believes military drills such as ekuverin would help the soldiers be ready for combat or relief, whenever
required.

The Benefits of Conducting Ekuverin

Following are a few of the primary benefits of ekuverin:

● Ekuverin Military Exercise is a joint military drill of two nations, which helps the two forces
observe, analyse and learn each other's defence system and procedures.

● It helps both nations to become familiar with each other's armed forces, weapons and artillery.
In times of war or humanitarian need, such as providing relief during any disaster/ natural
calamity, the forces need the essentials mentioned above.

● It is a natural method of building a strong relationship among two countries, breaking down the
language barrier, and laying the foundation of a long-term alliance.

Additional information on India and Maldives' bilateral relations

India and Maldives are neighbours that share a maritime border. The Maldives lie to the South of the
Lakshadweep Islands in the Indian Ocean. In 1966, when the Maldives became free from British rule,
both the countries, India and Maldives extended warm and friendly gestures to each other, forming a



bilateral and diplomatic alliance. Since then, both the nations have enjoyed friendly and close strategic,
economic, cultural and military cooperation relations. The alliance between both nations is referred to
as bilateral relations.


