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Trade and investment, transport and communication, energy, tourism, technology, 

fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter terrorism and 

transnational crime, environment and disaster management, people-to-people contact, 

cultural cooperation and climate change 

Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) 

Pathfinder foundation and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD) 

Bay of Bengal is home to a large network of beautiful yet fragile estuaries, mangrove 

forests of around 15,792 square kilometres, coral reefs of around 8,471 sq.km, sea grass 

meadows and mass nesting sites of sea turtles 

The Bay is an important source of natural resources for a coastal population of 

approximately 185 million people.  

The fishermen population alone is estimated to be around 3.7 million, with an annual 

fish catch of around six million tonnes, constituting 7% of the world’s catch and valued 

at around U.S.$4 billion.  
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Loss of mangrove areas is estimated at 0.4% to 1.7% and coral reefs at 0.7%.  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Bay of Bengal is 

one of IUU fishing hotspots in the Asia-Pacific 

Disasters 

Security threats  

Limited cooperation between countries 

Strengthen fisheries management, promote sustainable fishing methods, establish 

protected areas and develop frameworks to prevent and manage pollution, especially 

industrial and agricultural waste as well as oil spills. 

Environmental protection 

Local institutions  

 Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP) 

 Bay Of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project is also being 

launched by the FAO with funding from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) 

and others 

 

international vessel tracking system and making it mandatory for vessels to be equipped 

with automatic identification system (AIS) trackers;  

regional fishing vessel registry system  

Improving the implementation of joint regional patrols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click


 

 

 

Pg 11. GS 3 (Economy) 
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                                 Pg 1. GS 2 (Polity) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 

 “Measurements” include finger impressions and foot-print impressions; 

“Measurements" includes finger-impressions, palm-print impressions, foot-print 

impressions, photographs, iris and retina scan, physical, biological samples and their 

analysis, behavioural attributes including signatures, handwriting or any other 

examination referred to in section 53 or section 53A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973; 

 53- Examination of accused by medical practitioner at the request of police officer. 

 53 A- Examination of person accused of rape by medical practitioner 

In 2009, India’s most wanted terrorist and the operations chief of the Indian Mujahideen, 

Ahmed Zarar Siddibappa alias Yasin Bhatkal, was arrested by Kolkata Police in a case of 

theft.  

• However, he was identified as “Bulla Malik” based on fake identity documents, 

and was let off after a few days 

 

 Empower the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) to collect, store and preserve 
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the record of measurements and for sharing, dissemination, destruction and disposal of 

records; 

 Empower a Magistrate to direct any person to give measurements; a Magistrate can also 

direct law enforcement officials to collect fingerprints, footprint impressions and 

photographs in the case of a specified category of convicted and non-convicted persons; 

 Empower police or prison officers to take measurements of any person who resists or 

refuses to give measurements 
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Pg 14. GS 2 (Polity) 

 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Parsis — as ‘minority’ communities. Jains 

were added to the list in January 2014.  

The petition by Advocate Ashwini Upadhyay has contended that the 2011 census showed 

that Hindus have become a minority in Lakshadweep (2.5%), Mizoram (2.75%), 

Nagaland (8.75%), Meghalaya (11.53%), J&K (28.44%), Arunachal Pradesh (29%), 

Manipur (31.39%), and Punjab (38.40%), but were bring denied minority benefits that are 

currently being enjoyed by the respective majority communities in these places. 
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Mains Practice Questions 
 

Q.1 BIMSTEC is in need of a framework to tackle the specific challenges 

confronting the Bay of Bengal region. Explain the statement with the help of 

relevant examples.                                                                        (15 Marks, 250 Words) 

 

 

 

Q.2 Lack of representation for marginalized groups as well as the heavy clustering 

of start-ups in certain regions have led to entrepreneurial disparities. In the light of 

the statement, discuss the existing gaps and challenges with respect to Start up India 

initiative.                                                                                        (15 Marks, 250 Words) 
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