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Union Home Minister recently urged the use of Hindi as the lingua franca, rather than English, in inter-State
communication. V.D. Savarkar first advocated the idea of Hindi to be declared the national language and
articulated the slogan, ‘Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan’.

The 1961 Census reports mentioned a total of 1,652 ‘mother tongues’, out of which 184 ‘mother tongues’ had
more than 10,000 speakers. In 1971, the linguistic data offered in the Census was distributed in two categories —
the officially listed languages of the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, and the other languages with a minimum
of 10,000 speakers each. All other languages spoken by less than 10,000 speakers were lumped together in a
single entry ‘Others’.

Hindi as the majority language is a myth - 52 crore ‘Hindi speakers’ include more than 5 crore claimants of
Bhojpuri and more than 9 crore speakers of nearly 61 other languages — claimed as ‘other’ by their speech
communities — from Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh. ‘The Hindi’ is probably spoken by not more than 30% of the population, but it is not the mother
tongue for the remaining 70%.

Asstep that would trigger language phonocide

Imposing Hindi would be catastrophic; instead, India would be better off having a multi-linguistic accommodative policy

-

FAISAL C.K.

he Union Home Minicter,
T.ﬂ\uuil Shah, recently urged

the use of Hindi as the lngua
franca, rather than English, in in-
terState communication. He sug
gested (reportedly at the Parlia
mentary  Officlal  Language
Committee) that when citizens of
States whe speak other Languages
eommunieate with esch other, it
should be in the “kanguage of I
dia™. It ks quite narural that a lead
e of & political stream that raised
the shogan, ‘Hindi, Hindu, Hindus-
nan would air such a quixotic idea.
It was V.D. Savarkar, the Hindutva
icon, who first advocated the idea
of Hindi 10 be declared the nation-
al language and articulated the sl
gan, “Hindl, Hindu, Hindustan®
RN, Dhulekar, 3 member of the
Constiuent  Assembly, blunty
stated in the Assembly, “¥ou may
belong - to another nation but 1 be-
long to Indian naton, the Hindl
Nation, the Hindu Nation, the Hin
dustani Nation.”

India has a harmonkus sy
phony of linguistic pluralis; it &5
not & disarranged cacophony. Ga-
nash N. Devy, in ‘Indiganous lin.
uages’, 3 UNESCO leetuee in Oe
tober 2008, and also in a media
article, “Tribul languages i a
death trap” in August 2001, has
mentioned how Sir George Grier
son's Lingulstic Survey of India
{1903-1923) had denrified 179 lan-
guages and 544 dialects in India.
The 1961 Census reports mef
tioaed 2 total of 1652 ‘mother o

gues’, out of which 184 ‘mother
tongues” had more than 10,000
speakers, and of which 400 ‘moth-
er tongues’ had not been men-
thoned In Grierson's survey, while

527 were listed 3 “unclassified”. In 5

1971, the linguistic dara offered n £
the Census was distributed in rwe £
categorles — the officially lsed =

languages of the Eighth Schedule
of the Constitution, and the other
languages with & minlmum of
10,000 speakers each. All other
languages spoken by less than
10,000 speskers were lumped to-
gether in a single entry ‘Others”.
That practice continued to be fol-
lowed in sulsequent enumers-
tions, This practice made many
languages invisible, says Prof. De-
vy

Exposing a myth
the so-called *National urandios-
ty" of Hindi Is a dublous fallscy un-
supported by Escts. Prof. Devy had
exposed the myth of Hindi a5 a
pan-ndian language. In an article
In The Hirdu on June 7, 2019, “Lan-
guage, the opening move”, he
wrote: *The 2011 Census data on
languages, published last year,
was heavily doctored. It presents
Hindi as the ‘mother wongue” of ov-
er 52 eroee peaple by subsuming
more than 5 crore claimants of
Bhojpuri and more than 9 crore
speakers of nearly 61 other lan-
uages - claimed as ‘other by
thair epeech communities = from
Rajasthan, Himschal Pradech, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryans, Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Chivsbsgark and Badlya
Pradesh. The Hindi’ is probably
spoken by not more than 30% of
the population, but it ks not the
mother wngue for the remaining
TR

Hindi is not & lingua franca for
Indians; nor ks it a dominant k-

guage. It i only @ primus fiter
pares among numerous Indian
Languages.

In the neighbourhood
The impasition of one kangusge in
neglect of the others in a multilin-
ual state is disaserous. Pakistan
and Sri Lanka are textbook exam-
phes of how stubbornness over lan-
puage ruined nations. Afer Partl-
ton and Palistan was formed,
Pakistan became 3 mult-ethaie
and mul-lingubstic st In 1948,
the uovernment of Fakistan or-
dained the Islamisstion of Exst Pa-
kistan, with Urdu as the sole na-
tional language. “There can only
be ane state kanguage if the com-
ponent parts of this state are o
march forward in unison, and in
my opinion, that can only be Ur-
du.” wserted Jinnah. This arro-
gance of the West Pakistan elite g-
nited the violent Bengal language
movement of Bhasha Andolan in
Exst Pakdstan, advocating the re-
cognition of the Bengalk language
as an officksl language of te then
Dominion of Pakistan in order to
allow e wie bn governmant tran.
aactions, in education, in medis,
I currency and to maintain s
wriing In the Bengall script. The
Language Movement catalysed
Bengali nationalism and the even-
tual separation of East Pakistan
from Pakistan.

The Sinhala Only Act ithe Offi-
chal Language Act) of 1956 was a
high point in Sri Lanka's history. It

triggered intense enmity and dis-
trust between the Sinhalis and the
Tamils. The Act replaced English

¥ withSinhals & the sole official lin-

ipuage of the nation with the exch-
sion of Tamil. Sinhalese was the
language of Sinhalese people who
formed 707% of the popularion. Ta-
mil was spoken by Indian and Sri
Lapkan Tamils (and most Mug-
lims) who wogether constituted
around 29% of the country's popu-
larion. The Act was discriminatory
and slienated the Tamil communi-
ty from the mainsiream. The Act
aleo gymbolised the Sinhalese ma-
Jority's zeal o assert Sri Lanka's
identity & a Sinhala nation state;
e Tamils, it epitomised minority
oppression and a justification for
the demand for a separate Tamil
mation. This friction sparked the
decadeslong civil war and ruined
the natien.

A place for diversity

In contrast, the nations thar ac-
commodated Nnguistic diversity
prospered. Singapore has a mult-
ethnie populstion {Chinese, Malsy
and Indian). In lis formative years,
there was immense pressure o de-
clare Chinese as the official lan-
uge of Singapare. Bui Lee Kuan
‘Yew, the architeet of modern Sin-
gapore, quelled the demand and
opted for English. English lan-
guage proficiency made the ciry
state a global business hub. In an
articl in The Straite Times {3004)
Toe hesd el “When we became in-
dependent in 1965, the Chinese
Chamber uf Conumerce commiies:
came (o see me in my office, then
atCity Hall. They usged me 10 have
Chinese as our natlonal and offi-
elal banguage. 1 booked them in the
eye and said, “You must be mad,
andd I don't want to hear any mote
of that from you_ If you do, you are

entering the political arena. | have
1o fight you. Because, Singapore
will come apart.” Supposing T had
been otherwise inclined, which -
my colleagues would not have ak
lowed, and had sald, “Ves, alay!
Wihat would have happened o Sin
mpare? Where would the Malays
be, and the Indians, what future
would they have? The English
educated Chinese would also be
against us. The country would fall
apart. Let us assume that we were
all Chinese, no Malays, no Indians
Could we meske a living with Chi
nese a8 our language of govern
ment and our national Language?
Whe is golng to trade with us?
Wit do we do? How do we get ac
cess 10 knowledge? There was no
choice™

In South Africa, the natioaal an
them of this Rainbow Nation, since
i, is a fve-language byrical com:
position, making it the most un-
lque anthem i the world in this
regard. The languages are Xhosa,
Zulu, Sesotho, Afrikasns and En-
glish. South Africa is an emerging
leader of the African continent
and its accommodative lingulstic
policy helped them a ot

India should emulate the muki
linguistic accommodative policy
of Singapore and South Africa; not
the disastrous linguistic chauvi
nism of Pakistan ot Sri Lanka. I
posing Hindi, which is the first kan
suage of the residents of oaly 12 of
the 35 Statei and Union Tareiors
(i £he 2011 Language Cepste of I
dia, and where Andhra Pradesh
and Telamgans fgure wgeier in
the 2011 data) as a lingua franca
would initiate the phonocide of
other Indian languages. And it
wiould prove to be catastrophic.

der Secretary fLaw) tothe

erala

Pakistan and Sri Lanka are textbook examples of how stubbornness over language ruined nations. In 1948, the
Government of Pakistan ordained the Islamisation of East Pakistan, with Urdu as the sole national language. The
Language Movement catalysed Bengali nationalism and the eventual separation of East Pakistan from Pakistan.
The Sinhala Only Act (the Official Language Act) of 1956 was a high point in Sri Lanka’s history. It triggered
intense enmity and distrust between the Sinhalis and the Tamils. The Act replaced English with Sinhala as the
sole official language of the nation with the exclusion of Tamil. Sinhalese was the language of Sinhalese people

https://byjus.com


https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click

@BENN2 1AS

who formed 70% of the population.

In contrast, the nations that accommodated linguistic diversity prospered. Singapore has a multiethnic population
(Chinese, Malay and Indian). In its formative years, there was immense pressure to declare Chinese as the official
language of Singapore. But Lee Kuan Yew, the architect of modern Singapore, said Singapore will come apart.

In South Africa, the national anthem of this Rainbow Nation, since 1997, is a five-language lyrical composition,
making it the most unique anthem in the world in this regard. South Africa is an emerging leader of the African
continent and its accommodative linguistic policy helped them a lot. India should emulate the multilinguistic
accommaodative policy of Singapore and South Africa; not the disastrous linguistic chauvinism of Pakistan or Sri

Lanka.

¥ explained.
THE HINDI-SPEAKING MAP OF INDIA

% OF PEOPLE WHO REPORTED HINDIAS THEIR
MOTHER TONGUE INCENSUS 2011
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A giant among

CHART1

121 languages

GROWTH OF HINDI AS MOTHER TONGUE (% OF POPULATION)

,4103 , 4363

,35.99 ’@.74
1971 1981

£
1991

Source: Graphs based on Census of India data

2001 201
CHART 3
MOTHER TONGUES BY GROWTH OF HINDI vs OTHER
SPEAKERS, 2011 msinimum 1 - | MOTHER TONGUES, 1971-2011
Figures on the right are % of population % growth in number of speakers
Hindi 43.63%
Bengali 9,72,37,669 8.03%
Marathi 8,30,26,680 6.86%
Telugu 8 81127740  6.70%
Tamil 6,90,26,881 5.70%
Guijarati 5,54,92,554 458%
Urdu 5,07,72,631 419%
Kannada 4 4,37,06512 3.61%
Odia 37521324 3.10%
Malayalam i 3,48,38,819 2.88%
Punjabi 3,31,24726 2.74%
Assamese 1,53,11,351 1.26%
Maithili 1,35,83,464 112%
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The Most
Linguistically #1 @ Papua iew Guinea
Dlverse Cou ntrles Papua New Guinea has %

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, more languages than the

Near 7,117 languages are spoken worldwide, but these | reentofturope.

aren't dispersed evenly across the globe. Here's a look
at the countries with the most linguistic diversity.

@ Total Languages
@ Population 2020 (Millions)

#4 & India #5 £ United States
#2 ™ |ndonesia #3 () Nigeria 928
ﬁ 328.2
2104 010
#6 & Australia #7 @ china #8 () Mexico
|
About 23% of 309
Australia’s population 25.4
speaks a language 121.6
that isn't English
at home.
#9 @ Cameroon #10 @ Brazil
25.9
211.0
| Includes all established and immigrant languages. Source: Ethnologue, World Atlas, World Bank @
. -
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Hindi will be made compulsory in
northeastern states till Class 10, says
Amit Shah

The home minister said that Hindi should be accepted as an
alternative to English, and not to local languages.

Scroll Staff f W
Apr 08, 2022 - 12:12 pm
Updated Apr 08, 2022 - 07:12 pm

Ministry of Education

Government of India
W A

National Education Policy 2020

Three-language formula
will continue to be implemented with greater
flexibility - no language will be imposed on any State.

Page 8. GS Il (Economic Development)

PM charged Opposition-ruled States with committing an injustice to the people by not cutting duties on petroleum
products as the Centre had done in November 2021. Those cuts of 5 and 10 per litre of petrol and diesel,
respectively, came as fuel prices crossed well past X100 a litre. But even NDA-administered States are now facing
extremely high inflation — retail inflation in April was 8.19% for Uttar Pradesh and Assam, and 7.4% to 7.6% in
Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir and Haryana — far higher than the national retail inflation rate of 6.95% for the month.

https://byjus.com


https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click

@BENN2 1AS

Despite its recent assertions that no taxes were levied to counter the pandemic, the Centre had hiked fuel taxes
even amid the 2020 COVID-19 lockdown with a preference for cess levies that do not have to be shared with
States. With record tax collections last year and revenue buoyancy expected to hold up this year, the Centre has
fiscal room to slash its fuel taxes. Expecting States, which are worried about their limited revenue sources once
the assured GST compensation stops flowing from this July, to take the lead in reining in petroleum taxes, is

unwieldy, short-sighted and unnecessarily confrontational.

Fuelling friction
Shifting the onus of providing relief from high
fuel prices onto States can strain federalism
A{ a meeting with Chief Mindsters about the resur-

gence of COVID-I9 on Wednesday, Prime Minds-
ter Marendra Modi charged Oppositon-ruled
States with commirting an injustice to the peophe by noc
cutring dutkes ofl petroleum products as the Centre had
done in November 2021, Those cuts of 135 and 210 per
litre of petrol and diesel, respectively, came as fuel pric-
es crossed well past 2100 a litre - those levels have been
breached again after a poll-driven lull. The PM noted
that the Centre’s plea at the time, for States to back
these cuts by paring thelr VAT levies on petroleum pro-
ducts, was not heeded by States not governed by the
BJP. But even KDA-adminkstered States are now facing
extremely high Inflation - retall inflation in April was
B8.19% for Uitar Pradesh and Assam, and 7.4% to 7.6% In
Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir and Haryana - far higher than
the national retall inflarion rate of 6.95% for the month.
The PM's remarks, burtressed by the slogan of cooper-
ative federalism, attracted an Instant backlash from
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala, Telan-
gana, Jharkhand and Andhra Pradesh. While all States
are fretful about resource constrains and pending dues
from the Centre, some had reduced VAT on fsel pro-
ducts and cthers have not hiked rates for years. Desplie
Its recent assertions that no taxes were levied to coun-
ter the pandemic, the Centre had hiked fuel taxes even
amid the 2020 COVID-EY lockdown with a preference
for cess levies that do not have to be shared with States.
While the polirical brouhahs over the PM's pitch un-
folds, the sigal for the common man ks clear - aban-
don any hope of Immediate relief. This is akin to strik-
Inig a cruel blow against the middle and lower-Income
classes, already besleged by successive sethacks on the
Job, health and Income fronts. Household budgets are
severely squeesed becanse of price rise. Even industry
has mooted fuel tax curs to sustain a fragile consump-
thon recovery. With record tax collecrions last year and
revenue buoyancy expected to hold up this year, the
Centre has fiscal room te slash its fuel taves, and there
will be an automatic cascading effect on State taxes le-
vied on an ad valorem basls. Expecting States, which
are worrled abour their limited revenue sources once
the assured GST compensation stops flowing from this
July, to rake the lead in relning in petroleum tases, ksun-
wieldy, short-sighted and unnecessarily confrontation-
al. Even more so & the States are also expected to ramp
up capex spending to revive the economy. As the PM
sald, the Centre and $tates need to coordinate better to
spur the economy amid global tumult. Singling our a
few States to deflect artention from the Centre’s exces-
slve reltance on fuel taxes is not the right approach to
attaln such harmony. Most of all, as high inflation will
debilitate the recovery's momentum, shirking correc-
tive action to bolster its revenwe kirry would be a case of
being penny wise and pound fookish.

S
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Covid review turns into political blame game as
Modi ‘names & shames’ Oppn states for fuel taxes

PM Modi singled out Opposition-ruled states for doing ‘injustice’ to the
people by not reducing fuel taxes. He also praised BJP-ruled states for
following Centre’'s recommendations.

NEELAM PANDEY and SHUBHAM BATRA 27 April, 2022 06:39 pm IST

Beyond the Writeup: How are fuel prices made up?

TABLE 8 CHART 1 M Excise duty collected by Centre M Sales tax/VAT collected by states

PRICE BREAKUP IN DELHI (¥/LITRE) CENTRALEXCISE & VAT/SALES TAX ON PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (¥ cr)
Dec-April 2021-22 (P) — Excise duty:  2,62,967 cr; Sales tax/VAT: 31,89,125 cr

Base price 5632 | 5794 | 400097 2 © 2 B o
Freight etc 020 022 | 300000 - S - S
Excise duty 2790 | 2180 | 200,000 ] = ~N
Dealer commission 386 | 259 |

(avg) { 100,000 |
VAT 1713 | 1412
Retail price 10541 | 9667 | 0.

| 201415 201516 201617 2017-18 210819 2019-20 2020-2

Source: I0CL; last updated on April 16 ! Source: PPAC

Table 1: Price breakup in Delhi; Chart 1: Central excise & VAT/sales tax on petroleum products
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How much Tax do you

pay for 100 of Petrol?
B
%42 T4 350 354

In Delhi if you buy
Petrol worth  ¥100
Tax you pay ¥45.3

Central Tax ¥29.0
+ State Tax ¥16.3

T34 - ¥53 out of T100 is Tax

includes central + state taxes

350.8

Rojom'van

347.7
Manipur

¥50.6 :
Madhya Pradesh ¥45.8
/ o Tripura

Maharashira 7 k sfdfsoﬁndid.in

T51.6

- Telangana

S 7524

Andhra §
: 0 ¥35.3
Andaman & Nicobar

aning & Analysis Cell

Source: Petroleurr

Puducherry

T34.6 if.?..f
Lakshadweep

o

Pg 7. GS 11 (Polity)

Holding that it is the right time to confer juristic status to ‘“Mother Nature’, Madras High Court invoked the
‘parens patriae jurisdiction’, and declared ‘Mother Nature’ as a ‘living being’ having the status of a legal entity.
The court observed that ‘Mother Nature’ was accorded the rights akin to fundamental rights, legal rights,
constitutional rights for its survival, safety, sustenance and resurgence in order to maintain its status and also to
promote its health and well-being. The State and Central governments are directed to protect ‘Mother Nature” and

take appropriate steps in this regard in all possible ways.

https://byjus.com


https://byjus.com/?utm_source=pdf-click

BEY2IAS

‘Mother Nature’ a ‘living being’
with legal entity: Madras HC

It will have rights, duties and liabilities like a living person, says Madurai Bench
STAFF REPORTER - -

MADCRAI (:) The court is hereby AT A

Holding that it s the right declaring Mother —_

time to confer jurlstic stanss  Naturea Living Beinghaving Sagasaas
10 "M er Nature', Justice the status of a legal person mBERCARR
with all corresponding o —
rights, duties and liabilities
of a living person, in order
to preserve and conserve it
JUSTICE S SRIMATHY
Machirai Bench of Misdias Hgh Coert

—_—
S { AR

o

’ m ger

’ Af flo-

y e

) aciers,

s al of co S.

' A : Strangely, the destruction is
AL - carried out by a few

‘ mans. Any such act ought 1o

W ip be checked at all levels. The

natural environment s g
esurgence in order to  the Revenue Department, of basic human rights, of
atus and also  due to which the petitioner  ‘right to life’ iself, she
s health and  was not allowed to retire  added.
from service but put under The judge modified the
P . The h of compulsory
was then placed under com-  retirement 1o stopy
ssu-  crement for six m
nd  without cumulati
The consequential mone-
tary benefits shall be con
My carrying  ferred on the petitioner.
s of his This punishment ks imposed
suj for the act done against the
s partment. He had chal The judge said, indiscrim-  “Mother Nature, the judge
: lenged an order passed by Inate destruction or change  observed.

vd Central go-

ghts akin to funda
mental ¢
constitutiona

survival, safe

Beyond the Writeup: Parens Patriae jurisdiction

Parens patriae is Latin for "parent of the nation". In law, it refers to the public policy power of the state to
intervene against an abusive or negligent parent, legal guardian, or informal caretaker, and to act as the parent of
any child, individual or animal who is in need of protection. For example, some children, incapacitated
individuals, and disabled individuals lack parents who are able and willing to render adequate care, thus requiring
state intervention.

Beyond the Writeup: Examples of unique ‘living entities’

In 2020, Punjab and Haryana high court declared Sukhna Lake a “living entity” or “legal person” with rights,
duties and liabilities of a living person. It also declared all citizens of Chandigarh as loco parentis (in the place of
a parent) to save the lake from extinction. The Lake was created in 1958, by damming a seasonal stream Sukhna
Choe, which cascade from the Shivalik Hills.

Similar examples:

In 2008, Ecuador became the first country to enshrine the legal rights of nature in its constitution. Bolivia passed a
similar law in 2011. Meanwhile, New Zealand in 2017 became the first country to grant

the Whanganui river legal rights, followed by the Indian state of Uttarakhand, when it declared

the Yamuna and Ganges rivers "living entities" (a verdict that was later stayed by the Supreme Court). El
Salvador recognized its forests as living entities and stated that each person must commit to caring for, preserving,
and respecting forests.

In 2019, the city of Toledo, Ohio, passed what is known as the Lake Erie Bill of Rights to protect its shores,
making it one of several U.S. communities to have passed legislation recognizing the rights of nature. In July
2019, Bangladesh became the first country to grant all of its rivers the same legal status as humans.

Beyond the Writeup: Meaning of ‘Living Entity’

Rights are the obligations that society and state have for establishing sustainable relationships. As “juristic
person”, the lake, have a right to be legally protected from any kind of harm or destruction. Polluting it,
henceforth, could entitle to human rights violation for which it can take legal recourse.

From now, the lake can be a party to disputes and rights violation, represented by court-appointed individuals who
can file and contest cases on its behalf. Over the last few years, various environmentalists, social leaders have
called for recognizing rights of nature in the country. Now, it is hoped that such examples and recognitions can
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inspire many other countries to take similar actions.
Mains Practice Questions

1. Elaborate the constitutional status of Hindi language in India. Have these constitutional provisions been
misinterpreted as a ‘special preference’ for Hindi language? (250 words; 15 marks)

2. How far would the idea of naming rivers and lakes as ‘living entity’ go in preserving them? Discuss with
suitable examples. (250 words; 15 marks)

Q1 -GS Il (Polity)

Q2 - GS 1l (Governance)
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