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Page 8. GS II (Governance) 
 

Union Home Minister recently urged the use of Hindi as the lingua franca, rather than English, in inter-State 

communication. V.D. Savarkar first advocated the idea of Hindi to be declared the national language and 

articulated the slogan, ‘Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan’.  

The 1961 Census reports mentioned a total of 1,652 ‘mother tongues’, out of which 184 ‘mother tongues’ had 

more than 10,000 speakers. In 1971, the linguistic data offered in the Census was distributed in two categories — 

the officially listed languages of the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, and the other languages with a minimum 

of 10,000 speakers each. All other languages spoken by less than 10,000 speakers were lumped together in a 

single entry ‘Others’.  

Hindi as the majority language is a myth - 52 crore ‘Hindi speakers’ include more than 5 crore claimants of 

Bhojpuri and more than 9 crore speakers of nearly 61 other languages — claimed as ‘other’ by their speech 

communities — from Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 

Madhya Pradesh. ‘The Hindi’ is probably spoken by not more than 30% of the population, but it is not the mother 

tongue for the remaining 70%. 

 

 
 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka are textbook examples of how stubbornness over language ruined nations. In 1948, the 

Government of Pakistan ordained the Islamisation of East Pakistan, with Urdu as the sole national language. The 

Language Movement catalysed Bengali nationalism and the eventual separation of East Pakistan from Pakistan. 

The Sinhala Only Act (the Official Language Act) of 1956 was a high point in Sri Lanka’s history. It triggered 

intense enmity and distrust between the Sinhalis and the Tamils. The Act replaced English with Sinhala as the 

sole official language of the nation with the exclusion of Tamil. Sinhalese was the language of Sinhalese people 
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who formed 70% of the population.  

In contrast, the nations that accommodated linguistic diversity prospered. Singapore has a multiethnic population 

(Chinese, Malay and Indian). In its formative years, there was immense pressure to declare Chinese as the official 

language of Singapore. But Lee Kuan Yew, the architect of modern Singapore, said Singapore will come apart.  

In South Africa, the national anthem of this Rainbow Nation, since 1997, is a five-language lyrical composition, 

making it the most unique anthem in the world in this regard. South Africa is an emerging leader of the African 

continent and its accommodative linguistic policy helped them a lot. India should emulate the multilinguistic 

accommodative policy of Singapore and South Africa; not the disastrous linguistic chauvinism of Pakistan or Sri 

Lanka.  
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Page 8. GS III (Economic Development) 
 

PM charged Opposition-ruled States with committing an injustice to the people by not cutting duties on petroleum 

products as the Centre had done in November 2021. Those cuts of ₹5 and ₹10 per litre of petrol and diesel, 

respectively, came as fuel prices crossed well past ₹100 a litre. But even NDA-administered States are now facing 

extremely high inflation — retail inflation in April was 8.19% for Uttar Pradesh and Assam, and 7.4% to 7.6% in 

Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir and Haryana — far higher than the national retail inflation rate of 6.95% for the month.  
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Despite its recent assertions that no taxes were levied to counter the pandemic, the Centre had hiked fuel taxes 

even amid the 2020 COVID-19 lockdown with a preference for cess levies that do not have to be shared with 

States. With record tax collections last year and revenue buoyancy expected to hold up this year, the Centre has 

fiscal room to slash its fuel taxes. Expecting States, which are worried about their limited revenue sources once 

the assured GST compensation stops flowing from this July, to take the lead in reining in petroleum taxes, is 

unwieldy, short-sighted and unnecessarily confrontational.  
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Beyond the Writeup: How are fuel prices made up? 
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Pg 7. GS II (Polity) 
 

Holding that it is the right time to confer juristic status to ‘Mother Nature’, Madras High Court invoked the 

‘parens patriae jurisdiction’, and declared ‘Mother Nature’ as a ‘living being’ having the status of a legal entity.  

The court observed that ‘Mother Nature’ was accorded the rights akin to fundamental rights, legal rights, 

constitutional rights for its survival, safety, sustenance and resurgence in order to maintain its status and also to 

promote its health and well-being. The State and Central governments are directed to protect ‘Mother Nature’ and 

take appropriate steps in this regard in all possible ways.  
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Beyond the Writeup: Parens Patriae jurisdiction 

 

Parens patriae is Latin for "parent of the nation". In law, it refers to the public policy power of the state to 

intervene against an abusive or negligent parent, legal guardian, or informal caretaker, and to act as the parent of 

any child, individual or animal who is in need of protection. For example, some children, incapacitated 

individuals, and disabled individuals lack parents who are able and willing to render adequate care, thus requiring 

state intervention. 

 

Beyond the Writeup: Examples of unique ‘living entities’ 

 

In 2020, Punjab and Haryana high court declared Sukhna Lake a “living entity” or “legal person” with rights, 

duties and liabilities of a living person. It also declared all citizens of Chandigarh as loco parentis (in the place of 

a parent) to save the lake from extinction. The Lake was created in 1958, by damming a seasonal stream Sukhna 

Choe, which cascade from the Shivalik Hills. 

Similar examples: 
In 2008, Ecuador became the first country to enshrine the legal rights of nature in its constitution. Bolivia passed a 

similar law in 2011. Meanwhile, New Zealand in 2017 became the first country to grant 

the Whanganui river legal rights, followed by the Indian state of Uttarakhand, when it declared 

the Yamuna and Ganges rivers "living entities" (a verdict that was later stayed by the Supreme Court). El 

Salvador recognized its forests as living entities and stated that each person must commit to caring for, preserving, 

and respecting forests.  

In 2019, the city of Toledo, Ohio, passed what is known as the Lake Erie Bill of Rights to protect its shores, 

making it one of several U.S. communities to have passed legislation recognizing the rights of nature. In July 

2019, Bangladesh became the first country to grant all of its rivers the same legal status as humans.  

 

Beyond the Writeup: Meaning of ‘Living Entity’ 

 

Rights are the obligations that society and state have for establishing sustainable relationships. As “juristic 

person”, the lake, have a right to be legally protected from any kind of harm or destruction. Polluting it, 

henceforth, could entitle to human rights violation for which it can take legal recourse. 

From now, the lake can be a party to disputes and rights violation, represented by court-appointed individuals who 

can file and contest cases on its behalf. Over the last few years, various environmentalists, social leaders have 

called for recognizing rights of nature in the country. Now, it is hoped that such examples and recognitions can 
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inspire many other countries to take similar actions. 

 

Mains Practice Questions 
 

1. Elaborate the constitutional status of Hindi language in India. Have these constitutional provisions been 

misinterpreted as a ‘special preference’ for Hindi language? (250 words; 15 marks) 

2. How far would the idea of naming rivers and lakes as ‘living entity’ go in preserving them? Discuss with 

suitable examples. (250 words; 15 marks) 

Q1 – GS II (Polity) 

Q2 – GS II (Governance) 
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