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The Big News

Maharana Pratap Jayanti - Battle of Haldighati & Beyond

Maharana Pratap belonged to the Sisodia clan of the Rajputs of Mewar. He was born on
9th May 1540 to Udai Singh Il and Jaiwanta Bai. His younger brothers were Shakti
Singh, Vikram Singh and Jagmal Singh. Maharana Pratap was married to Ajabde Punwar
of Bijolia.

During the reign of Udai Singh Il, the siege of Chittorgarh had led to the loss of the
fertile eastern half of Mewar to the expansionist Mughal Empire. Yet the western half of
Mewar which consisted of the wooded and hilly terrain near the Aravalli range was
firmly under the control of the Sisodia Rajputs.

Mughal Emperor Akbar was intent on securing the rest of Mewar in order to secure a
stable route to the economic powerhouse of Gujarat.

Upon the ascension of Maharana Pratap in 1572, Mughal Emperor Akbar sent many
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The forces of Mewar and the Mughal Empire met at the narrow mountain passes of
Haldighati near modern-day Rajsamand in Rajasthan. As per the contemporary historians,
the Army of Mewar of 3000 cavalry and 400 Bhil archers faced a Mughal Army
numbering between 5000 and 1000 consisting of elephants and musketeers. The Battle of
Haldighati lasted for six hours which led to the defeat of Maharana Pratap. However, he
beat a tactical retreat due to the sacrifice of his commanders and lived to fight another
day.

The battle of Haldighati was a futile victory for the Mughals as they were unable to
capture Maharana Pratap or his immediate family members. When the Mughal Army
shifted its focus towards the North-Western regions of India, Maharana Pratap launched a
campaign to take back the western regions of Mewar.

Due to rebellions in Bengal and Punjab, the Mughal Army had shifted its focus towards
these regions. In 1582, Maharana Pratap attacked and took the Mughal post at Dawer.
This led to a lightning campaign which saw the fall of all 36 Mughal outposts in Mewar.
As a result, Emperor Akbar suspended any further campaigns against Mewar for the time
being as he felt the Mughal Army was better put to better use elsewhere. The Emperor
moved to Lahore and remained there for the next 12 years in order to maintain the
situation in the north-western borders of his empire.

Since no further expeditions were carried out in Mewar by the Mughals, Maharana Pratap
undertook further campaigns of reconquest which saw the recovery of Kumbalgarh,
Udaipur and Gogunda. He constructed a new capital, Chavand, near modern Dungarpur.
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