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Nothing here for today!!! 

B. GS 2 Related 

Nothing here for today!!! 

C. GS 3 Related 

Category: INFRASTRUCTURE 

  

1. The status of GST compensation dues 

Syllabus: Infrastructure: Airports 

Prelims: Turbulences and Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) 

Mains: Management of accidents in the Indian aviation sector and key recommendations to improve 

safety. 

Context 

A Boeing aircraft belonging to SpiceJet which was operating from Mumbai to Andal (West Bengal) 

experienced severe turbulence. 

Details 

 The aircraft had over a hundred passengers on board and the turbulence caused head, shoulder, spinal, 
forehead and facial injuries to many passengers on board. 

 The cabin of the aircraft was also damaged in the process. 

 The flight crew took manual control of the aircraft (from autopilot mode) and the aircraft made a safe 

landing. 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has categorised the incident as an “accident”. 

Types of Turbulences 

 Convective turbulence - caused due to cloud convection 
 Mechanical turbulence - also called low-level turbulence, caused due to the friction between the air and 

the ground, particularly in irregular terrain and man-made obstacles 

 Orographic turbulence - caused due to elevated terrain such as mountains 
 Clear air turbulence - caused due to erratic air currents that occur in cloudless air between altitudes of 

20,000 and 49,000 feet 

 Turbulence due to low-level jet streams 

 Turbulence due to the wake turbulence of other aircraft 
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Impact of Norwesters on the operation of aircrafts 

 Norwesters also called “Kalbaisakhi” are dreaded evening thunderstorms during April and May in Assam 
and Bengal. 

 Norwesters are destructive squalls and the cells of weakening downdrafts regenerate themselves as new 

storm cells. 

 An aircraft may experience a stall and loss of lift while operating close to Norwesters. There is also a risk 
of hail damage.  

 If aircraft are operating in the vicinity of a downwind wake area (these can be generated given the way a 

Norwester is formed), there is a risk of the aircraft getting sucked into the centre of the storm cell thereby 

experiencing severe damage and turbulence. 

Conditions that define an “accident” in aviation 

 In the case of a manned aircraft - takes place between the time any person boards the aircraft with the 

intention of flight until such time as all such persons have disembarked;  
 In the case of an unmanned aircraft - takes place between the time the aircraft is ready to move with 

the purpose of flight until such time as it comes to rest at the end of the flight and the primary propulsion 

system is shut down, in which 
o A person is fatally or seriously injured as a result of being in the aircraft, or direct contact with 

any part of the aircraft or direct exposure to a jet blast. 

o If the aircraft sustains damage or structural failure which adversely affects the structural strength, 

performance or flight characteristics of the aircraft, or require major repair or replacement of the 

affected component if the aircraft is missing or is completely inaccessible.  

Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) 

 India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is responsible for the “classification of safety 

occurrences” as ‘accidents’, ‘serious incidents’ and ‘incidents’ that involve aircraft operating in Indian 

airspace. 
 AAIB functions under the aegis of the Ministry of Civil Aviation.  

 The AAIB investigates any ‘accident’ or ‘serious incident’ involving aircraft having an “all up weight” 

(the total weight of an aircraft with passengers, cargo, and fuel) of more than 2,250 kg. 
 Functions:  

o Undertaking preliminary investigations 

o Assisting the Government in setting up the Committee of Inquiry and formal investigation 
o Formulate safety recommendations based on various safety studies, including the means of 

inducting new technology to enhance safety 

o Establish and maintain an accident and incident database to facilitate the effective analysis of 

information 

Key recommendations to prevent the occurrence of aircraft turbulence 

 Despite many airlines having their own weather forecasting teams, they should take the weather services 

of the India Meteorological Department seriously for their operations. 

 The experts have highlighted the importance of Total Air Temperature (TAT), as a guide for turbulence.  
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o TAT monitoring by the crew is essential while in flight and during the crucial phases of aircraft 
climb and descent.  

o There has to be more aviation awareness about TAT which has been lacking in recent years. 

 Enhancing the turbulence detection, monitoring and situational awareness systems. 

 Adopting more advanced weather radar systems which have new-age features such as 3D picturisation. 

Nut Graf 
The events of aircraft turbulence which not just cause severe physical injuries but also affect the mental 

well-being of passengers can be avoided through proper planning, good meteorological knowledge and 

advancements in the aircraft’s radar systems. 

D. GS 4 Related 

Nothing here for today!!! 

E. Editorials 

Category: SOCIAL JUSTICE 

  

1. A leaked draft, termination rights and the politics 

Syllabus: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of 

vulnerable sections 

Mains: Significance of Roe vs Wade case judgement and the implications of overturning the 

judgement. 

Context 

A draft of the United States Supreme Court’s opinion on the abortion law was leaked. 

Details 

 The leaked draft suggests that a majority of the judges have accepted to overrule the court’s decision in 

the landmark Roe vs Wade case (1973) that legalised abortion in America. 

 This has caused a massive uproar among the public and media fraternity in the US. 

Roe vs Wade case 1973 

 The Supreme Court’s landmark judgment in Roe vs Wade case made abortion a constitutional right in the 
US and it currently remains the law of the land. 

 The court dismissed the laws that made abortion illegal in several states and held that abortion would be 

allowed up to the point of foetal viability (the time after which a foetus can survive outside the womb). 

o At the time of the Roe judgment, the foetal viability was around 28 weeks. 
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Significance of the Roe judgement 

 The judgement upheld the "right to privacy" in the U.S. Constitution, which the majority held, was 
violated by state laws restricting a woman's right to abort a foetus prior to its viability outside her womb. 

 The judgement also upheld the concepts of “Right to Life” and “Personal Liberty” enshrined in the U.S. 

Constitution. 
 The judgment was the first to establish that a woman, rather than her physician, might be the party injured 

by a state's criminalization of abortion. 

Impact of overturning the Roe judgement 

 If the Supreme Court rules to overturn the Roe judgement, the power to decide on the abortion would rest 

with the elected leaders of each state. 
o Since there is no federal law protecting the right to abortion in the US, the overturning of Roe 

would leave abortion laws entirely up to the states. 

 Currently, about 21 states out of 50 states already have laws that would immediately ban abortion if Roe 
were overturned.  

o Also, 5 other states are likely to ban abortion if the Roe judgement is overturned. 

 With the ban on abortion in their states, women might travel out of state for the procedure and also look 

to use illicit pills as the ban restricts their access to safe abortions further affecting their health and 
wellness. 

 The overruling of the Roe judgement will also decrease the number of legal abortions in the country by at 

least 14%. 
 The removal of the constitutional right to abortion mostly affects low-income people, people of colour 

and rural communities across the country. 

 Experts also feel that without legal backing the availability of clinics and insurance payouts will also be 

impacted which are critical to women. 

Political angle of the issue 

 Out of the nine judges, six have been appointed by Republican Presidents and five of them have agreed to 

overturn the Roe judgement. 

 The Democrats have strongly condemned the move that it would inflict the greatest restriction of rights in 
the past 50 years not just on women but on all Americans and would remain as one of the worst and most 

damaging decisions in modern history. 

 Political experts feel the issue has become political with the midterm elections due in November 2022. 

Legality of abortions in India 

 India’s Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 allowed abortion until 20 weeks of pregnancy. 
Through an amendment act passed in 2021, the ceiling for abortions was raised to 24 weeks for special 

categories of women. 

To read more about the act, follow the link -  Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 

2021 

Nut Graf 
The leaked draft of the U.S. Supreme Court’s ‘decision’ to overturn the Roe Judgement has caused a 
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social and ideological tussle between the liberals (Democrats) who support current abortion laws and 

the conservatives (Republicans) who are against abortion. 

Category: EDUCATION 

  

1. The school dress is in the cross hairs 

Syllabus: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education 

Mains: Critical analysis of the move to impose mandatory uniforms in schools 

Context 

This article features an argument against the Karnataka High Court’s judgement on the guidelines for 

uniforms.  

Background 

For information on the background of the issue refer to the following article: 

UPSC Exam Comprehensive News Analysis of 16th Mar 2022 

Uniform v/s Dress Code 

 A uniform is different from a dress code. 

 A dress code restricts children and their parents from using clothes that exhibit status or wealth. 
 A uniform is more prescriptive than a dress code as it prescribes not just the colour but also the material 

and the design. 

Arguments against the mandatory prescription of uniforms in schools 

 The history of uniforms 

o The education systems that developed during the colonial rulers usually prescribe strict 
enforcement of the school uniform. 

o The idea of a school uniform has spread with urbanisation, prosperity and privatisation as schools 

in villages and rural areas did not have mandatory uniform rules in the early years of 
Independence. 

o With the increase in the number of private schools, the daily uniforms became mandatory and the 

uniform business encouraged local monopolies as many schools asked parents to patronise a 

particular source. 

 Limiting the autonomy of educationists 
o Critics feel that school uniforms have become a means of restricting the already depleted 

autonomy of principals and teachers in an education system. 
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o Example: The Karnataka High Court’s judgment on the guidelines for uniforms has resulted in a 
complete uniform code which now extends to Kendriya Vidyalayas (central schools) in the state 

which are actually not governed by any provincial government. 

o Karnataka has also not implemented the recommendations of the Kothari Commission, which 

would reform the administrative system in education and provide greater autonomy to school 

principals and teachers in establishing rules. 

 Political tool 
o Critics also note that the school uniform has evolved into a political tool to influence electoral 

outcomes. 

 Undermines the importance of diversity 
o Education, however, is supposed to promote equal opportunities for all strata and sections of 

society in a substantial way by expanding the scope of public debates and enabling the 
participation of all. 

o Sri Aurobindo compares the diversity in nature to explain why uniformity is tempting but does 

not create a sense of unity. 

Nut Graf 

The policies that prescribe or impose school uniforms must be relooked as it is emerging as a political 

tool that also curtails the autonomy of educationists. Instead, policies that make teaching less 

stereotyped, more lively and child-centred have to be pursued. 

Category: GOVERNANCE 

  

1. Is it possible to separate sports and politics? 

Syllabus: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

Mains: Analysis of the interconnection between politics and sports and the way forward 

Context 

In the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Wimbledon disallowed players from Russia and Belarus 

from participating in its 2022 edition. 

Details 

 Other than Wimbledon, many other sports organisations, such as football, track and field, and Formula 
One, have also imposed various sanctions. 

 This issue has brought the debate on the influence of politics on sport into the limelight. 

Influence of politics on sports 

 Politics extends its influence on sports as sports take place within a society that is constantly being 

impacted by politics. 
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 Individuals are expected to endorse and abide by the law of the land and as sportsmen represent the 
country, they should obey the government’s decisions. 

 As governments play an important role in sports by providing the required funding, the governments 

enjoy a higher degree of influence on the sports 

 Sports are also seen as a measure for countries and their governments to extend their soft power and 
hence there is a history of political involvement in sport. 

 Historically sports have been used by governments across the globe to stand up against injustices like in 

the case of the apartheid regime in South Africa and in the case of taking a knee and raising a fist to stand 
up against discrimination. 

 Sports bodies in many countries come under the purview of the government. 

Way forward 

 There is a need for limiting the involvement of politics in sports as sports do get affected by politics and 

when governments are involved in making arbitrary decisions. 
 The governments must not look to stamp their authority and limit their influence on sports as most of the 

time sports do not need anything more than just permission to organise events.  

 Sports is known as a medium to unite people and the governments must avoid deciding that certain 
players or certain countries should not be playing without a significant reason as it erodes the basic 

purpose of organising sporting events. 

Nut Graf 

Sports and politics have always been mixed and traditionally politics has enjoyed a higher degree of 

influence on sports, but the governments across the world should not use their influence to manipulate 

sports and use sports persons as pawns. 

F. Prelims Facts 

  

1. World Food Prize 

Syllabus: GS-3, Agriculture; Food security 

Prelims: World Food Prize 

Context 

Cynthia Rosenzweig, a NASA climate research scientist who worked on explaining how global food 

production must adapt to a changing climate was awarded the World Food Prize. 

World Food Prize 

 The award has been presented annually in Iowa (U.S.A.) since 1987. 
 The winners of the award are presented with a diploma, a commemorative sculpture designed by Saul 

Bass and a cash prize of $ 250,000. 

 The award recognises the achievements of individuals who have advanced human development by 
improving the quality, quantity or availability of food in the world. 
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 The award recognises the contributions in any field involved in the world food supply which includes 
plant, animal and soil science; food science and technology; nutrition; rural development; marketing; etc.  

 The award is envisioned as the highest honours in the field of food and agriculture. 

 The award is administered by the World Food Prize Foundation. 

 M. S. Swaminathan from India who played an important role in India’s Green Revolution received the 
first-ever World Food Prize in 1987. 

 Other Indians who have won the award include Verghese Kurien (1989), Gurdev Khush (1996), B.R. 

Barwale (1998), Surinder Vasal (2000) and Modadugu Vijay Gupta (2005). 

G. Tidbits 

  

1. Modi’s visit to France displays strong friendship, goodwill 

 The Prime Minister of India and the President of France met over the regional and global security outlook 

and discussed ways to work together in making the India-France Strategic Partnership a force for the 

global good. 
 The Prime Minister’s visit to France displayed the strong friendship and goodwill not only between the 

two countries but also between the two leaders. 

 India and France are strong strategic partners and the two leaders held discussions on all the key aspects 

of bilateral engagement, including in defence, space, and people-to-people linkages. 

Read more on the India - France bilateral relations in the link. 

  

2. Centre questions environmental impact of Jog Falls project 

 The Centre questioned whether any environmental impact study has been carried out over Karnataka 

Forest Department’s ‘in-principle approval’ of environmental clearance for a five-star hotel. 
 Considering the fact that the proposed development is amidst the fragile ecosystem of the Western Ghats, 

the Regional Empowered Committee (REC) of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) has sought additional clarifications and details of the project. 

 The MoEF&CC also referred to a set of objections filed by Living Earth Foundation (a Bengaluru-based 

environmental research organisation). 

  

3. War-induced inflation surge said to have forced RBI’s hand 

 Experts feel that the unexpected and rapid increase in the ‘war-induced inflation’ in March and April 

2022 forced the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) to increase the repo 

rate for the first time in over three years. 
 Experts also feel that Indonesia’s move to completely ban exports of palm oil has added to the concern. 

 Experts say that further delay could have turned counterproductive as the Indian economy was in no 

position to withstand a larger rate increase and feel that the RBI aims to reverse its previous pandemic-

triggered rate moves in small steps. 
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H. UPSC Prelims Practice Questions 

Q1. Consider the following statements with regards to Delimitation Commission: 

(Level – Easy) 

1. The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the Chief Election Commissioner. 

2. The Delimitation Commission is an independent body constituted under Article 82 after the Parliament 
enacted a Delimitation Act after the census. 

3. There was no delimitation after the 1981 and 1991 Censuses. 

Choose the correct code. 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All of the above 

Answer: b 

Explanation:  

 Statement 1 is not correct, The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and 

works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India. 
 Statement 2 is correct, The Delimitation Commission is an independent body constituted under Article 

82 after the Parliament enacted a Delimitation Act after the census. 

 Statement 3 is correct, There were no such commissions after the census in 1991 and 1981. 

  

Q2. Consider the following statements with regards to Jog Falls: (Level – Medium) 

1. It is a waterfall on the Sharavati river located in the Eastern Ghats of Shivamogga District, Karnataka, 

India. 
2. It is the second-highest plunge waterfall in India. 

3. Another popular name for the beautiful Jog Falls is Gerusoppa Falls. 

Choose the correct code: 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 

d. All of the above 

Answer: b 

Explanation:  
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 Statement 1 is not correct, Jog Falls is a waterfall on the Sharavati river located in the Western Ghats 
in the Shivamogga District of Karnataka. 

 Statement 2 is correct, It is the second-highest plunge waterfall in India. 

 Statement 3 is correct, Gerusoppa Falls is another popular name for the Jog Falls. 

Q3. Recently, North East’s first-ever specialised “Ginger” Processing Plant in the  

state of ____________________ was revived. (Level – Medium) 

a. Assam 
b. Tripura 

c. Meghalaya 

d. Nagaland 

Answer: c 

Explanation:  

 North East’s first-ever specialised "Ginger" Processing Plant at district Ri-Bhoui in Meghalaya has been 

revived. 

 The only Ginger Processing Plant of North East India which was established in 2004 but has remained 

non-functional for many years, the North Eastern Regional Agricultural Marketing Corporation 
(NERAMAC), a PSU working under the aegis of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

has revived it. 

Q4. The United Nations’ World Food Programme was founded in 1961 by (Level –Medium) 

a. WHO & UN General Assembly 

b. FAO & UN General Assembly 

c. FAO & WHO 

d. UNICEF & UN General Assembly 

Answer: b 

Explanation:  

 The United Nations’ World Food Programme was founded in 1961 by Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) and United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 
 Hence Option b is correct. 

Q5. With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can effectively 

do which of the following? (Level – Easy) 

1. Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units 

2. Create meaningful short stories and songs 

3. Disease diagnosis 

4. Text-to-Speech Conversion 

5. Wireless transmission of electrical energy 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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a. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
b. 1, 3 and 4 only 

c. 2, 4 and 5 only 

d. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: d 

Explanation:  

 Efficiencies in the industrial sector in particular can be achieved in the following ways: 
 Forecasting energy demand and managing the output accordingly. This can help to reduce reliance on 

fuel, or manage its consumption, thereby also reducing emissions. Hence, 1 is correct.  

 Sunspring and It's No Game released in 2016 and 2017 respectively, these short films' screenplays were 
written by Benjamin, a self-named system-on-chip running a long short term memory (LSTM) recurrent 

neural network. Hence, 2 is correct. 

 A study published by The Lancet Digital Health compared the performance of deep learning, a form of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in detecting diseases from medical imaging versus that of healthcare 

professionals, using a sample of studies carried out between 2012 and 2019. Hence, 3 is correct.  

 Google Assistant speech recognition AI uses deep neural networks to learn how to better understand 

spoken commands and questions as well as for text-to-speech conversion. Hence, 4 is correct. 
 In wireless power transfer, in order to efficiently charge the power receivers, online prediction of the 

receiver positions is necessary, and for this purpose, AI is used. Hence, 5 is correct. 

I. UPSC Mains Practice Questions 

1. Overturning the landmark abortion ruling in the United States of America will have implications for 
constitutional jurisprudence globally. Examine. (15 Marks, 250 Words) (GS II - Social Justice) 

2. What happens when an aircraft encounters turbulence? How can airlines avoid turbulence? (10 Marks, 

150 Words) (GS III - Infrastructure) 
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