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Unit -1

New Religious Ideas and
Movements

Learning Objectives

O

To acquire the knowledge of

% Devotional movement of Azhwars and Nayanmars

¢ Adbvaita philosophy of Adi Shankara and vishistadvaita of Ramanuja ] 1 o

++ Bhakti cult in Northern India and its prominent exponents wg; _'-l g

 Interaction between Hinduism and Islam, leading to the birth of new

cults notably Sufism

% Teachings of Kabir and Guru Nanak

¢ Impact of Bhakti Movement
[ O
Introduction the path of knowledge (jnana) and the path

Medieval India saw an extraordinary
production of devotional poetry, which were
not restricted to one particular religion but
inspired by different religious movements.
The exponents of these movements held the
view that total devotion (bhakti) to God could
save man from the pitfalls of life and earn him
salvation. It was also believed that one does not
have to go to temples or perform rituals, for God
is omnipresent and resides inside every human.
The Bhagavad Gita proposed that the path of
bhaktimarga (the path of bhakti) is superior

to the two other religious approaches, namely,
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of rituals and good works (karma), providing

inspiration to the exponents of Bhakti cult.

Bhakti Movement: The Beginnings

The Bhakti movement, or the resurgence
of devotional practices, started in Tamil Nadu
around seventh century A.D. Itincluded reciting
the name of the God or Goddess, singing
hymns in their praise, wearing religious marks
or carrying identity emblems, and undertaking
pilgrimages to sacred places associated with
the deity. It emphasised the mutual emotional
attachment and love of a devotee towards a
personal God and of the God for the devotee.
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This view was also preached by Sufism, which
appeared as a reaction against worldliness of
the early Islam. Sufis believed that realisation of
God can be achieved only through passionate
devotion to God and intense meditation. Sufis
were of the view that this type of meditation
would enable the devotee to understand the
true nature of God. They argued that doing
so would liberate the devotee from all worldly
bonds and help them become one with God.
Several mystical religious movements, in both
Hinduism and Islam, had no hesitation to
freely include elements of different faiths in
their teachings. “There is only one god, though
Hindus and Muslims call him by different

names, stated Haridasa.

1. Devotional Movement in Tamizhakam
(Azhwars and Nayanmars)

The Azhwars, the Vaishnavite Bhakti sages
and the originators of Bhakti cult, and the
Nayanmars, the worshipers of Siva or the Saivites,
composed devotional hymns in Tamil language,
dedicated to their respective gods. Siva-bhakti
is associated with Siva’s manifestations on
earth. Poems to Siva and Vishnu, particularly
to Krishna, were composed in Tamil and other
South Indian languages such as Kannada and

Telugu. These poet-saints criticised caste-based

social status and advocated gender equality in
order to make it good to stand the onslaught of

Buddhism or Jainism.

Vishnu-bhakti or Vaishnavism is based
on Vishnu’s avatars (incarnations), particularly
Krishna and Rama. The 12 Tamil Azhwars
are chiefly known for their immortal hymns.
Two Azhwars stand out distinctly for their
contribution to the promotion of the Bhakti
movement. Nammazhwar’s fame lies in
his 1,102-stanza Tiruvaimozhi. Nathamuni
collected the 4,000 poems of Nammazhwar,
in the form of Divya Prabandham. Andal, the
only female Azhwar, is another. Periyazhwar,
who was earlier known as Vishnu Chittar, made
lots of songs on Krishna putting himself in the
place of mother Yashoda. Periyazhvar is said to
have found Andal as a baby in the tulsi garden
at Srivilliputhur temple and adopted her. She
grew up in the temple town of Srivilliputhur
and became known as Andal-she who ruled.
The Thiruppavai (The Path to Krishna) and
the Nachiyar Thirumozhi (The Sacred Songs
of the Lady) are her celebrated works. Her
poems expressing her love for Ranganatha, the
incarnation of Vishnu worshiped at a temple
at Srirangam, are used in Vaishnava wedding

ceremonies in Tamil Nadu.

= O
Vaishnavite Saints (12 Azhwars)
{ l [ i i ]
= S fah faah ¥y N g -
Three Muthal Azhwars: Poigai Azhwar, Bhoothathu Azhwar and Pei Azhwar.
Other Azhwars: Thirumalisai Azhwar, Periyazhwar, Thondaradippodi Azhwar, Thirumangai
Azhwar, Thiruppanazhwar, Kulasekara Azhwar, Nammazhwar, Mathurakavi Azhwar and Andal.
L O
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[
Saivite Saints (63 Nayanmars)

There are 63 legendary Nayanmars. Among them, Gnanasampandar, Appar, and Sundarar
(often called “the trio”) are worshipped as saints through their images in South Indian temples.
Nambi Andar Nambi (1000 A.D.) is said to have compiled the songs of all of the Nayanmars
that form the basis of Tirumurai, the basic Tamil Saivite sacred canon. It consists of 12 books,
and 11 of them were assembled by Nambi. The 12th book is Sekkizhar’s Periyapuranam.

B
(a) Adi Shankara

Adi Shankara
or  Shankarachariar
(c. 700-750 A.D.)
preached the Advaita
philosophy. The
essence of  this
philosophy is that the
soul (atma) unites e
with the universal soul Adi Shankara
(brahma) through the
attainment of knowledge. He set up mathas
(mutts), centres of learning and worship, at
Badrinath, Puri, Dwarka and Sringeri. These
places have become prominent pilgrim centres
today. Shankara enthusiastically endeavoured
to restore the orthodox Vedic tradition without
paying attention to the Bhakti movement of his
time. His masterpiece is the commentary on
the Brahma-sutra, which is a fundamental text
of the Vedanta school. His commentaries on
the principal Upanishads are also considered

equally important.
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(b) Ramanuja
Ramanuja, a 11th
century Vaishnava
saint, was the most
influential thinker
of Vaishnavism. His
philosophy,  known
as vishistadvaita,

proclaims that the

Ramanuja

soul retains its identity
even after uniting with brahma. After a long
pilgrimage, Ramanuja settled in Srirangam.
Ramanuja articulated ideas of social equality
and condemned caste-based restrictions on
entering the temples. He established centres to
spread his doctrine of devotion, Srivaishnavism,
to God Vishnu and his consort Lakshmi.

In the 16th and 17th
centuries,  Vaishnavism
spread across India. The
Vadakalai

originally

Vaishnavism w5
flourished KB8FG |_- 7

around Kanchipuram, which was a popular
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centre for Sanskrit learning. Thenkalai
Vaishnavism centred on Srirangam. Vadakalai
sect focused on Vedic literature, which is
written in Sanskrit. The Thenkalai sect stressed
the importance of Divya Prabandhams, written
by the 12 Azhwars in Tamil.

2. Bhakti Movement in North India
While dealing with the religious

movements of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries in northern India, one has to keep
in mind the two very different attitudes which
Hindu religious leaders had towards Islam.
One group accepted what was best in Islam;
the other adopted a few elements in order to
prevent conversion to Islam. Both reacted
to Islam, but one was sympathetic while the
other was hostile. Kabir and Guru Nanak, and
other founders of new sects are included in
the first group, while the movement in Bengal,
associated with Chaitanya deva, or Chaitanya

Mahaprabu, belongs to the latter tendency.

® C T

(a) Exponents of Bhakti Movement

It was Ramananda who spread the Bhakti
ideology in northern India where it became
a mass movement. Vallabhacharya, a Telugu
philosopher, built a temple for Lord Krishna
on the Govardhan Hills near Mathura. Surdas,
a blind poet and musician, was associated
with this temple as well as that of Agra. His
famous collection of poetry is called Sursagar.
Meera Bai, wife of the crown prince of Mewar,
was an ardent devotee of Lord Krishna. She
was a disciple of Ravidas. Meera Bai gained
popularity through her bhajans. Chaitanyadeva
popularised Krishna worship through ecstatic
songs and dancing that had a profound effect
on Vaishnavism in Bengal. In the 16th century,
in Tulsidass Hindi retelling of the story of
Rama in the Ramcharitmanas, the sentiment of
friendship and loyalty is stressed. Many of those
poems continue to be recited and sung often at ®

all-night celebrations.

[
Tulsidas
- O
[ O
Tukaram, a 17" century saint poet of Maharashtra,
is known for his spiritual songs (abangas or
kirtanas), devoted to Vitthoba, an avatar of
Krishna. There is a Vitthoba/Panduranga temple
at Pantharpur or Pandaripuram in Sholapur
. district, Maharashtra. What is Chaitanyadeva to
Tukaram Panduranga Temple, Bengal is Tukaram to Maharashtra.
Pandaripuram
= O
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3. Sufism in India

The advent of Sufis to India dates back to the
Arab conquest of Sind. It gained prominence in
the 10th and 11th centuries during the reign of
the Delhi Sultans. Sufism adopted many native
Indian concepts such as yogic postures, music
and dance. Sufism found adherents among both

Muslims and Hindus.
[ O

Sufism: The word Sufi takes its origin

from suf, meaning wool. The Sufis wore
course garments made of wool and hence
they were called Sufis. Sufism was basically
Islamic but was influenced by Hindu and
Buddhist (Mahayana) ideas. It rejected the
stringent conduct code of the ulemas. Sufis
lived in hermitages akin to monasteries

and functioned outside society.

LT W

Sufis in medieval India were divided into three
major orders. They were Chisti, Suhrawardi and
Firdausi. Moinuddin Chishti made Chisti order
popular in India. He died in Ajmer (1236) and
his resting place is in the Ajmer Sharif Dargah in
Ajmer, Rajasthan. The best known Sufi sage of the
early medieval period was Nizamuddin Auliya
of the Chishti order, who had a large number
of followers among the ruling class in Delhi.
Poet Amir Khusru was one of its distinguished

followers. Suhrawardi order was founded by
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an Iranian Sufi Abdul-Wahid Abu Najib. The
Firdausi order was a branch of Suhrawardi order

and its activities were confined to Bihar.

4. (a) Kabir

As a Muslim, Soinbaiete bt i

Kabir came under .

the influence of

-]
Varanasi-based ~ Saint b f
Ramananda. He g

R s b

accepted some Hindu

ideas and tried to

-
reconcile  Hinduism Pu  Mabir ,;"/

B

Kabir

and Islam. However,
it was the Hindus,
and particularly those of the lower classes, to
whom his message appealed. Kabir believed
that God is one and formless, even though
different religious sects give him different
names and forms. He opposed discrimination
on the basis of religion, caste and wealth. He
also condemned meaningless rituals. Kabir’s
verses were composed in Bhojpuri language
mixed with Urdu. The Kabir’s Granthavali and

the Bijak contain collections of Kabir’s verses.

(b) Guru Nanak

Early Life: Guru Nanak, born in a village near
Lahore in 1469, showed interest in religious
discussions with other saints right from his
early childhood. His parents were keen to
involve him in worldly life. But he was inclined
towards spiritualism. He visited many holy
places and finally settled in Kartarpur near
Lahore. He died there in 1539. To mark the
550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak, a
corridor is being constructed by the Indian
government that will link the Nanak shrine in
Gurdaspur with Gurudwara Darbar Sahib at

Kartarpur in Pakistan.
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O
| |
| i
i i
Guru Nanak Gurudwara Granth Sahib, Kartarpur
O
Guru Nanak’s Teachings: = O
Guru Nanak preached Kirpan Kachera
that God is without form -\ @
A and want'ed his fol'low'ers i
Y2P2Y 0 to practice meditation .
upon the name of God Kesh (A‘
for peace and ultimate salvation. He is m Kangha
considered the first guru by the Sikhs. Guru Five distinctive things of the
Nanak had great contempt for Vedic rituals - Khalsa members o

and caste discriminations. The teachings of
Guru Nanak formed the basis of Sikhism, a
new religious order, founded in the late 15th
century. His and his successors’ teachings are
collected in the Guru Granth Sahib, which
is the holy book of the Sikhs. Guru Nanak’s
teachings were spread through the group
singing of hymns, called kirtan. The devotees
gathered in dharmashalas (rest houses), which

became gurudwaras in course of time.

Guru Nanak nominated his disciple
Lehna to succeed him as the guru. Following
this precedent, the successors are named by
the incumbent Sikh Guru. At the time of
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Guru Gobind Singh, the custom of pahul
(baptism by sweetened water stirred with
a dagger) was introduced. Those who got
baptised became members of a disciplined
brotherhood known as the Khalsa (meaning
the pure). The men were given the title Singh
(lion). Every member of the Khalsa had to
have five distinctive things on his person.
These were kesh (uncut hair), kangha (comb),
kirpan (dagger), kada (steel bangle) and
kachera (underpants). After Guru Gobind
Singh, the holy book Guru Granth Sahib is
considered the guru and its message is spread
by the Khalsa.
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. Impact of the Religious/

Bhakti Movement

Vedic Hinduism was regenerated and thus

saved from the onslaught of Islam.

The Islamic tenets — unity of God and
universal brotherhood - emphasised by the

saints promoted harmony and peace.

Bhakti was a movement of the common
people; it used the language of the common

people for its devotional literature.

Bhakti movement opened up space for
Indian languages to grow. It stimulated
literary activity in regional languages.

What sustained Sanskrit, despite its decline
during this period, was the support extended

by the rulers of Hindu kingdoms.

Tamil was the only ancient Indian language
remained vibrant during this period. But the
ethos of Tamil literature in medieval time
had changed. In the classical period, it had
secular literature depicting the everyday life,
its joys and sorrows, but under the influence
of devotional cults, its emphasis shifted to

religion and religious literature.

Caste system and social disparities came to

be criticised.

Summary

The Bhakti movement is explained.
Azhwars’initiatives followed by Nayanmars

in Tamil country are described.
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Adi Shankarar’s advaita philosophy and
Ramanujar’s vishistadvaita philosophy are

explained.

The devotional paths of saints, notably
Tulsidas and Meera Bai, in northern
India and Chaitanyadeva in Bengal are

examined.

Mutual influence of Islam and Hinduism
and birth of Sufism, Sikhism and mystical

Hinduism are discussed in brief.

Radical versions of Bhakti Movement:
Contribution of Kabir and Guru Nanak

are detailed.

The essential features of Bhakti Movement
are highlighted.

The impact of the Bhakti Movement on the

medieval Indian society is analysed.
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Glossary
1. |salvation away of being saved from danger, loss or harm | fleug 54), e Gonaeomd
omnipresent | present everywhere at the same time RIS Hepnihd eHeTn
incarnation | aliving being embodying a deity or spirit SIGUSTLD

hostile

showing enmity or dislike, unfriendly

elGrNFLoNs, LI6Wa&emLoW|6T6rT

prominence

importance

W&HWLSGIeD

supporter (of a person, cause or belief)

SysIeuren, HerLnHmILIGUT

2
3
4
5
6. |adherent
7
8
9

stringent severe, harsh & (bEMLOWLITEDT, Q& (bLILg WimeDT
Ulema Islamic scholar trained in Islamic law @eveomAw Guresi
hermitage | the dwelling of persons living in seclusion 2y Aolb, Fimel eumlL b
10. |[akin similar R565 Sy
11. |dagger short, pointed knife that is sharp on both sides | g g euner, @mieumer

12. | depicting showing, portraying

f58fl&@1, eleurons ellerés Lo

13. | disparity

a great difference, the state of being unequal

Geumuinc, swLOHM

-~ = N

(]

\’_‘2","—‘ Evaluation
7 O
Choose the correct answer:

Who of the following composed songs on
Krishna putting himself in the place of
mother Yashoda?
a) Poigaiazhwar b) Periyazhwar

¢) Nammazhwar d) Andal

Who preached the Advaita philosophy?
a) Ramanujar

¢) Nammazhwar

Who spread the Bhakthi ideology in
northern India and made it a mass
movement?

a) Vallabhacharya

¢) Ramananda

Who made Chishti order popular in India?
a) Moinuddin Chishti
b) Suhrawardi
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¢) Amir Khusru
d) Nizamuddin Auliya

Who is considered their first guru by the
Sikhs?

a) Lehna

b) Guru Amir Singh
¢) Guru Nanak

b) Ramananda d) Guru Gobind Singh
H1A7L3
d) Adi Shankara
II. Fill in the Blanks:
1. Periyazhwar was earlier known as
2. is the holy book of the
b) Ramanujar Sikhs.
d) Surdas 3. Meerabai was the disciple of

philosophy is known as

vishistadvaita.
Gurudwara Darbar Sahib is situated at

in Pakistan.
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II1. Match the following:

1.

2
3
4.
5

Pahul - Kabir

. Ramcharitmanas — Sikhs

. Srivaishnavism - Abdul-Wahid Abu Najib
Granthavali - Guru Gobind Singh

. Suhrawardi - Tulsidas

IV. Find out the right pair/pairs:

1.
2
3
4.
5

2.

Andal - Srivilliputhur
. Tukaram - Bengal
. Chaitanyadeva - Maharashtra
Brahma-sutra - Vallabacharya
. Gurudwaras - Sikhs

Assertion (A): After Guru Gobind Singh,
the holy book Guru Granth Sahib came to
be considered the guru.

Reason (R): Guru Gobind Singh was the
compiler of Guru Granth Sahib.

a) Ris not the correct explanation of A

b) Ris the correct explanation of A

c) Ais correct but R is wrong

d) Both A and R are wrong

Find the odd person out
Bhoothathu

Periazhwar, Andal, Nammazhwar.

Poigai  Azhwar, Azhwar,

State true or false:

Sufism was responsible for the spread of
Islamic culture.

The best known Sufi sage of the early
medieval period was Nizamuddin Auliya of
the Chishti order.

Guru Nanak is considered the first guru of
Sikhs.
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4. Sufis believed that realization of God can be
achieved only through passionate devotion
to God and intense meditation.

5. The basic Tamil Saivite sacred canon consists
of 12 books.

V1. Give short answers:

1. What do you know about Tirumurai?

2. How many Nayanmars were there and who

were prominent among them?
3. Howdid Gurunanak help to found Sikhism?.
4. What had Tukkaram to do with the Vitthoba

temple of Pantharpur?

5. Highlight the spiritual ideas of Kabir that

appealed to lower classes.

VII. Answer the following in detail:
1. Give an account of the contributions of
exponents of Bhakti Movement in the

southern as well as northern parts of India.
2. What is Sufism? How did it find its footing
in India?

3. What impact did Bhakti movement make

on Indian society?

VIII. HOTS:
1. Examine the statement that the Bhakti
movement saved Vedic Hinduism from the

onslaught of Islam.

IX. Activity:

Visiting the living places as well as the places
associated with the Bhakthi saints in Tamil
Nadu.
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Unit -2

Art and Architecture of
Tamil Nadu

Learning Objectives

O
% To understand the evolution of temple architecture in South India
% To gain knowledge about the cultural heritage of Tamils
% To know the contribution of Pallavas, Cholas, Vijayanagara and Nayak
rulers to the development of temple art in Tamil Nadu
[ O
Introduction

Dravidian architecture is of indigenous origin.
It advanced over time by a process of evolution.
The earliest examples of the Tamil Dravidian
architectural tradition were the 7th century
rock-cut shrines at Mahabalipuram. The absence
of monuments in South India prior to the 7th
century is attributed by scholars to temples ought
to have been built in wood, which were eventually
destroyed by forces of nature. In Tamil Nadu, the
evolution of temple architecture took place in five
stages: (1) The Pallava Epoch (A.D. 600 to 850); (2)
Early Chola Epoch (A.D. 850 to 1100); (3) Later
Chola Epoch (A.D. 1100 to 1350); (4) Vijayanagara/
Nayak Epoch (A.D. 1350 to 1600); and (5) Modern
Epoch (After A.D. 1600).

Pallava Epoch

The Pallava epoch witnessed a transition

from rock-cut to free-standing temples. Rock-cut
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Rock-cut Cave Temple,
Mandagapattu

[ O
temples were initially built by carving a rock to the
required design and then rocks were cut to build
temples. The Pallava king Mahendravarman was
a pioneer in rock-cut architecture. Mandagapattu
temple was the first rock-cut temple built by him.
The rock-cut cave structure has two pillars in
the front that hold it. All the cave temples have
simple sanctum cut on the rear side of the wall

with a frontage-projecting mandapa (pavilion).
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Kanchi Kailasanatha Temple
B

Kanchi Vaikuntha Perumal Temple

On either side are two dwarapalas (gatekeepers).
This cave architecture reached its decadent phase
after A.D.700 and gave way to the large structural
temples probably because the structural temples

provided a wider scope to the sculptor to use his
skill.

The Shore Temple at
Mahabalipuram, also called
the Seven Pagodas, was
built by the Pallava king

Narasimhavarman II. It is

the oldest structural temple

in South India. The structural temples were built
using blocks of rock instead of a whole block
as earlier. Narasimhavarman II, also known
as Rajasimha, built the Kanchi Kailasanatha
temple. The Vaikuntha Perumal temple at
Kanchipuram was built by Nandivarman IL
Mahabalipuram (Mamallapuram) is built of cut
stones rather than carved out of caves. It has
two shrines, one dedicated to Siva and the other
to Vishnu.

The Tamil Dravida tradition is exemplified
by rock-cut monuments such as Pancha Pandava
Rathas, namely Draupadi ratha, Dharmaraja
ratha, Bheema ratha, Arjuna ratha and Nagula-

Sahadeva ratha. The outer walls of the rathas,

‘ ‘ 7th Std - Social Science Term III History Uni 2 EM.indd 115

115

O
especially of Arjuna, Bhima and Dharmaraja,
are decorated with niches and motifs. The
niches have the sculptures of gods, goddesses,
monarchs and scenes from mythology. The
Arjuna’s Penance, carved on the face of a granite
boulder, is a magnificent relief, measuring

approximately 100 ft long by 45 ft high.

Arjuna’s Penance

The Mamallapuram monuments and
temples, including the Shore Temple
complex, were notified as a UNESCO

World Heritage Site in 1984.

Pandya Temples in the Pallava Epoch
Early Pandyas were the contemporaries

of the Pallavas. Unlike the Pallavas, Pandyas

installed deities in the sanctums in their

cave temples. More than fifty cave temples
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have been found in different parts of the
Pandyan Empire. The most important of them
are found in Malaiyadikurichi, Anaimalai,
Tiruparankundram and Trichirappali. These
caves were dedicated to Siva, Vishnu and
Brahma. Inthe Sivatemple of Pandyas, the linga
is carved out of the mother rock. The figure of
Nandhi is also carved out of the rock. The Siva
lingam in the sanctum is installed in the centre
with enough space all around it. The sanctum
also has a drainage canal. The pillars are divided
into three parts and are of different sizes. The
pillars have no uniform ornamentation. The
back side walls are divided into four niches on
which the bas- relief images of Siva, Vishnu,
Durga, Ganapathy, Subramanya, Surya, Brahma
and Saraswathi are carved out. The dwarapalas

figure on either side of sanctum.

Rock-cut and structural temples are
significant part of the Pandya architecture.
The illustrious example for rock-cut style is
unfinished Kazhugumalai Vettuvankoil temple.
The Vettuvankoil, a monolithic temple at
Kazhugumalai, is hewn out of a huge boulder on
four sides. At the top of the temple, sculptures
of Uma Maheswarar, Dakshinamoorthy, Vishnu
and Brahma are found. Meenakshi Amman
Temple in Madurai and Nellaiappar Temple
in Tirunelveli represent examples of Pandyas’

architectural style.

[ O

Monolithic Temple, Kazhugumalai
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Nellaiappar Temple Corridor, Tirunelveli

O

Sculptures

The walls of the caves are decorated
with the bas relief of the gods and goddesses.
In the case of structural temples, the
walls of the sanctums are free from image
decorations. Instead the superstructures and
the pillars have the sculptures. The sculptures
look majestic, having elaborate shoulders,
sim  bodies, beautiful ornaments and

high crowns.

Vettuvankoil Temple Sculptures
[

Tiruparankundram, Anaimalai
and Kazhugumalai have the bas relief
of many deities: Siva, Vishnu, Brahma,
Parvathi, Subramanya, Ganapathi and
Dakshinamoorthy. = These are  some
remarkable images of the cave temples.
Many early Pandya images unearthed
from Madurai and its surrounding areas
are now in Tirumalai Nayakkar museum at

Madurai.
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Paintings

Caves at Sittanavasal,
15  kilometres  away
from Pudukkottai, and

at Tirumalapuram in

Sankarankovil taluk,

Tirunelveli district,

have outstanding early Pandya paintings.
Sittanavasal was a residential cave of the Jain
monks. They painted the walls with fresco
painting. Unfortunately, we have lost many of
those paintings. Among the surviving ones,
the lotus pond is notable for its excellent
execution of colours and exposition of the
scene. The image of lotus flowers, leaves
spread all over the pond, animals, elephants,

buffalos, swans and a man who plucks the

flowers look brilliant.

Sittanavasal Paintings

Thirumalaipuram Sculptures

[ O
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The  Sittanavasal paintings have
similarities with the Ajantha paintings.
Tirumalaipuram, from where we get
early Pandya paintings, are in a damaged

condition.

The Early Chola Epoch

The Cholas came to limelight in A.D.
850 under Vijaylaya Chola and continued
to govern the region for about four hundred
years. For the Early Chola epoch, the
temple at Dadapuram, near Tindivanam in

TamilNadu, is worth mentioning.

The early Chola architecture followed
the style of Sembian Mahadevi. Temples with
the increased number of devakoshta (niche)
figures can be classified as belonging to the
Sembiyan style. Tiruppurambiyam is an
illustrious example of early temple that was
re-fashioned in the days of Sembiyan
Mahadevi.

[ O
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Tirupurambiyam Temple

= O
Later Chola Epoch

The maturity attained by Chola

architectureisreflected in the two magnificent

temples of Thanjavur and Gangaikonda
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Brihadeeshwara Temple, Thanjavur

Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple

Cholapuram. The magnificent Thanjavur Big
Temple dedicated to Siva, completed around
A.D.1009, is a fitting memorial to the material

achievements of the time of Rajaraja.

Thanjavur Big Temple
At the time the Big Temple of Thanjavur

was constructed, it was a huge temple complex.
The 216 feet vimana (structure over the
garbhagriha) is notable as it is one among the
tallest man-made shikaras of the world. Due
to its massive height, the shikara is called the
Dakshina Meru. The huge bull statue (Nandi)
measures about 16 feet long and 13 feet height

and is carved out of a single rock

Gangaikonda Cholapuram

Gangaikonda Cholapuram served as
the Chola capital for about 250 years, until
the decline of the Cholas and the rise of
the Pandyas. The Brihadeeshwara temple of
Gangaikonda Cholapuram, built by Rajendra
Chola, is undoubtedly as worthy a successor
to the Brihadeeshwara temple of Thanjavur.
The height of the temple is 55 metres.
The sanctum has two storeys as in the big
temple at Thanjavur. The outer wall has
many projections with niches and recesses
on three sides. In the niches there are the

images of Siva, Vishnu and other gods.
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This temple complex has the shrines of
Chandeeswarar, Ganesa and Mahishasura
Mardhini.

Dharasuram

Dharasuram, near  Kumbakonam,
is a Later Chola period temple, rich in
architectural  splendour, dedicated to
Iravatheswara (Siva as god of lord Indira’s
elephant). Rajaraja II constructed this
temple. This temple is another landmark of
the Chola architecture. The Mahamandapam
is an elaborate structure. The entire structure
looks like a ratha because it has four wheels
at the Mahamandapam. The sanctum and
pillars have many sculptures, which are
miniatures of various mythological figures.
A compound wall runs round the temple

with a gopuram.

[ O
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Later Pandyas

The contribution of Later Pandyas to South
Indian art was significant. A case in point is the
cave temple at Pillayarpatti (near Karaikudi,
TamilNadu) belonging to 13th century. This
temple is important both for its sculptures and
for an inscription. A beautiful Ganesha is carved
facing the entrance. The importance of the figure,
referred to Desivinayaga in the cave inscription,
is that there are two arms with the trunk turning
to the right

[ O

Pillayarpatti Temple and
Karpaka Vinayagar
= O

Vijayanagara Epoch

During the Vijayanagara epoch, a new
form of construction emerged. It is the
mandapam (pavilion) to where the gods
are carried every year. Pillared outdoor
mandapams are meant for public rituals with
the ones in the east serving as the waiting
room for devotees, which adorn the large
temples. These mandapams attract attention
for its monolithic pillars. On these pillars
are sculptured horses, lions and the gods.
The kalyana mandapam at Kanchipuram
(Varadaraja Perumal temple) and at Vellore
(Jalagandeshwar temple) are notable examples.
The most celebrated of these mandapams in

temple of Madurai is the Pudumandapam.
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Vellore Jalagandeshwar Temple

Kalyana Mandapam
[ z 2 O

The main features of the Vijayanagar and
Nayak architecture are decorated mandapas,
ornamental pillars, life-size images, gopuras,
prakaras, music pillars, floral works and stone
windows during the 15th to 17th centuries.
Tanks are attached to the temples. Gateways
to temple are constructed from four directions

with massive gopurams.

The practice of fitting the niches with
sculptures continued during the Nayak period.
Therewasan increased use of major sculpted figures
(relief sculpture) as found at the Alakiya Nambi
temple at Tirukkurungudi (Tirunelveli district)
and the Gopalakrishna temple in the Ranganatha
temple complex at Srirangam. The southern
festival mandapam of Adinatha temple at Azhwar
Tirunagari and the porch of the Nellaiyappar

temple at Tirunelveli are other notable examples.

Mandapam of Adinatha Temple,
Azhwar Tirunagari
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In TamilNadu, the image of deities
attached to composite columns gradually
freed themselves from the core column. The
1000-pillar mandapam of the Meenakshi-
Sundareswarar temple, Pudumandapam
at  Madurai, Rathi

Tirukkurungudi and Vanamamalai Temple

Mandapam  at

at Nanguneri are illustrious examples

for the mandapam  architecture of
this period.
- O

Meenakshiamman Temple

[ O

The pillars of this period are more
decorative than the previous period.
Monolithic gigantic yazhi pillars, horse
pillars with life-size portraits of mythological
and royal family members, common folk,
animals and floral works were made. Musical
pillars were the peculiar feature of this time.
A sitting lion at the top of the pillars is a
common feature in the mandapams. The
windows are carved out on the walls of the

sanctum and mandapams.

The Jalagandeshwara temple at Vellore,
the temples at Thadikompu near Dindugal
and Krishnapuram near Tirunelveli and
the Subramanya shrine in the Big Temple
Thanjavur are most remarkable edifices of

this time. Vijayanagar and Nayak paintings
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are seen at Varadharaja Perumal temple
at Kanchipuram, Kudalazhagar Temple at
Madurai and the temples of Srivilliputhur,
Tiruvellarai, Azhaharkoil, Tiruvannamalai
and Srirangam. The paintings mostly have
the stories from Ramayana, palace scenes and

mythological stories.

Sculptures in Varatharaja Temple,
Kanchipuram

= O

Modern Period (After A.D. 1600)

The Sethupathis, as the feudatories of
Madurai Nayaks, ruled Ramanathapuram and
contributed to the Ramanathaswamy temple
architecture. In the temple of Rameswaram,
the predominance of corridors is striking. It is
claimed that this temple has the longest set of
corridors in the world. The temple has three
sets of corridors. The outer set of the temple’s
corridors has a height of almost 7 metres and
stretches for about 120 metres in both the eastern
and western directions. The corridors to the
north and to the south, on the other hand, are
about 195 metres in length. The outer corridor
is also remarkable for the number of pillars
that support it, which is over 1200 in number.
Moreover, many of these pillars are decorated by
ornate carvings. The innermost set of corridors
is the oldest of the three.

03-11-2019 6.31.49 PM ‘ ‘



2.
3,
Rameswaram
[ O
Summary 4.

In sum, the Pallava period featured
sculptural rocks. The early Chola period was
marked by grand vimanas. The Later Chola
period was known for beautiful gopurams.
Vijayanagar period’s unique feature was the
mandapam and the modern period was when

corridors were given prominence.
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® Glossary

1. |indigenous native &B&&LD, 2_6T B

2. |epoch era, age &sMUGID, uTeomhHIlelr 66
SMesLLID

3. | sanctum a sacred place set apart in a temple &([HEUEDD

4. | decadent corrupt, a state of moral decline &rGsLmeor

5. |exemplified illustrated, represented TbSHSHSSTLML Slepdns

6. |niche a cavity, especially in a wall to display a statue | flemeveweubsiL®GD SLLb

7. | motif a decorative design forming a pattern in an &eWeOLILIETITL|S T M)

artistic work

8. |boulder a very large rock euflw snHuUTenm, LITMHTHISE

9. |contemporaries |living or occurring at the same time FOBTOHMHF CFIHS6UT HeIT

10. |hewn cut out and shaped QFZISSILLL

11. | bas-relief a sculpture carved into a wall seunmled 61FHISSLILIGBLD ADULD

12. | execution carrying out a5wWed Fmedr, ReiTEnDE O1FLIS)
w5560

13. | recesses hollow spaces inside the wall or a structure | &L u@H 6T, @ewL6l6uefls6r
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\’_‘2’,'\—‘ Evaluation

4. Later Chola period was known for beautiful

- O 5. Vijayanagar period’s unique feature is the
I. Choose the correct answer:
1. Which is the oldest structural temple in .
, ITI. Match the following:
south India? S Pavod Madurai
2) Shore Temple 1. Seven Pagodas - Madurai
2. Rathi mandapam - Darasuram
b) Mandagapattu ' '
¢) Kailasanatha Temple 3. Ira\‘fatheswara temple - Tirukkurungudi
d) Vaikuntha Perumal Temple 4. Adinatha Temple — Shore temple
5. Pudumandapam - Azhwar Tirunagari
2. In which year were the Mamallapuram
monuments and temples notified as a IV. Find out the wrong pair/pairs:
UNESCO world Heritage site? 1. Krishnapuram Temple - Tirunelveli
a) 1964 b) 1994 2. Kudalazhagar Temple - Azhwar Tirunagari
c) 1974 d) 1984
3. Sethupathis — Feudatories of
3. What was the special feature of the Madurai Nayaks
architecture of early Chola period? 4. Jalagandeshwara temple — Vellore
a) bas-reliefs b) vimanas
i 2. Assertion (A): The predominance of
c) corridors d) gopurams
corridors of Rameswaram Temple is
4. Where is the Azhakiya Nambi Temple striking.
situated? Reason (R): The Temple has the largest set
a) Tirukkurungudi b) Madurai of corridors in the world.
¢) Tirunelveli d) Srivilliputhur a) Ris not the correct explanation of A
5. 'Who built the Vaikuntha Perumal Temple? b) Ris the correct explanation of A
a) Mahendravarman c) Ais correct but R is wrong
b) Narasimhavarman d) Both A and R are wrong
c) Rajasimha .
o 3. Find out the odd one out:
d) Rajarajall e
ki Srivilliputhur, ~ Azhaharkoil, Srirangam,
NED1X4
IL. Fill in the Blanks: Kanchipuram, Tiruvannamalai.
1. was the first rock-cut AN th b of the followi
cave temple built by the Pallava king - ame the €pochi of the fotlowing:
a) A.D.600to850 -
Mahendravarman. b
2. The early Chola architecture followed the ) AD.850t0 1100 -
¢) A.D.1100to 1350 —
style of d) AD.13 16
3. The most celebrated mandapam in ) AD.1350t0 1600 -
Madurai Meenakshiamman temple is
the
122
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5. Find out the correct statement/s:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The Arjunas Penance is carved out of a
granite boulder.

Meenakshi Amman temple in Madurai
represents Pallava’s architectural style.

The cave temple at Pillayarpatti is a
contribution of Later Pandyas.

The Sethupathis as feudatories of
Madurai Nayaks contributed to Madurai

Meenakshiamman Temple.

V. State true or false:

1.

Rajasimha built the Kanchi Kailasanatha
temple.

Early Pandyas were the contemporaries of
Later Cholas.
Rock-cut and structural temples are
significant parts of the Pandya architecture
Brihadeeshwara temple was built by
Rajendra Chola.

Vijayanagar and Nayak paintings are seen at

temple at Dadapuram.

V1. Give short answers:

1.
2.

Write a note on Pancha Pandava Rathas.

Throw light on the paintings of Sittanavasal.

‘ ‘ 7th Std - Social Science Term III History Uni 2 EM.indd 123

123

Point out the special features of Thanjavur
Big temple.
Highlight  the

Rameswaram Temple.

striking  features  of

VII. Answer the following in detail

1. The Pallava epoch witnessed a transition
from rock-cut to free-standing temples -
Explain.

2. Discusshow the architecture of Vijayanagara
and Nayak period was different from the
one of Pallavas and Later Cholas.

VIII. HOTS:

1. Dravidian architecture is of indigenous
origin - Explain.

2. Temple art was at its best during the Nayak
Period - Elucidate.

IX. Activity:

Visiting temples built during the times of

Pallavas, Cholas, Pandyas and Nayak rulers

and see the differences in the structural and

sculptural designs of each epoch.
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Unit -3

Jainism, Buddhism and
Ajivika Philosophy in
Tamil Nadu

Learning Objectives

Ajivikam

the founder of Ajivika sect.

m * To acquaint ourselves with the monuments of the above-mentioned

religious sects in Tamil Nadu.

Introduction

During the 6th century B.C. (BCE),
according to the Bigha Nitaya (an ancient
Buddhist tract), as many as 62 different
philosophical and religious schools flourished
in India. However, among these numerous sects,
only the Ajivikas survived till the late medieval
times. But Jainism and Buddhism continued to
flourish until the modern times. Buddha and
Mahavira, the founders of these two faiths, based
their ethical teachings against the sacrificial
cult of the Vedic religion. Their teachings were
preserved and passed on through monks, who

were drawn from various social groups.

Sources and Literature: Jainism
Mahavira's  preaching  was  orally
transmitted by his disciples over the course

of about one thousand years. In the early
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% To gain knowledge of the teachings of Mahavira, Buddha and Gosala,

124

% To know the sources and literature of heterodox religious sects: Jainism, Buddhism and

period of Jainism, monks strictly followed
the five great vows of Jainism. Even religious
scriptures were considered possessions and
therefore knowledge of the religion was never
documented. Two hundred vyears after the
attainment of nirvana (death) of Mahavira,
Jain scholars attempted to codify the canon by
convening an assembly at Pataliputra. It was
the first Jain council to debate the issue, but it
ended as a failure because the council could not
arrive at a unanimous decision in defining the
canon. A second council held at Vallabhi, in
the 5th century A.D., was, however, successful
in resolving the differences. This enabled the
scholars of the time to explain the principles of
Jainism with certainty. Also, over time, many
learned monks, older in age and rich in wisdom,

had compiled commentaries on various topics
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pertaining to the Jain religion. Around 500 A.D.
(CE) the Jain acharyas (teachers) realised that
it was extremely difficult to keep memorising
the entire Jain literature complied by the
many scholars of the past and present. In fact,
significant knowledge was already lost and the
rest was tampered with modifications. Hence,
they decided to document the Jain literature as

known to them.

Five Great Vows of Jainism: 1. Non-violence
— Abimsa; 2. Truth— Satya; 3. Non-stealing —
Achanrya; 4. Celibacy/Chastity — Brahmacharyay
5. Non-possession —_Aparigraha.

A major split occurred in Jainism (1st
century B.C.), giving rise to two major sects,
namely Digambaras and Swetambaras. Both
the Digambaras and the Swetambaras generally
acknowledge the Agama Sutras to be their early
literature, while they do differ with regard to

their content and interpretation.

Jain Literature
Jain literature is generally classified into

two major categories.

1. Agama Sutras

Agama Sutras consists of many sacred
books of the Jain religion. They have been
written in the Ardha-magadhi Prakrit
language. Containing the direct preaching of
Mahavira, consisting of 12 texts, they were
originally compiled by immediate disciples
of Mahavira. The 12th Agama Sutra is said to

have been lost.

2. Non-Agama Literature

Non-Agama literature includes
commentary and explanation of Agama
Sutras, and independent works, compiled

by ascetics and scholars. They are written in
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many languages such as Prakrit, Sanskrit, old
Marathi, Rajasthani, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Tamil, German and English. Recognition
was given to 84 books, and among them,
there are 41 sutras, 12 commentaries and one
Maha Bhasya or great commentary. The 41
sutras include 11 Angas (scriptures followed
by Swetambaras), 12 Upangas (instructions
manuals), five Chedas (rules of conduct for
the monks), five Mulas (basic doctrine of
Jainism) and eight miscellaneous works, such
as Kalpasutra of Bhadrabahu. It is believed that
the Panchatantra has a great amount of Jain

influence.

The Jainacharitha of Kalpa Sutra is a Jain
text containing the biographies of the Jain
Tirthankaras, notably Parshvanatha, founder
of Jainism as well as the first Tirthankara, and
Mahavira, the last and the 24th Tirthankara.
This work is ascribed to Bhadrabahu, who
along with Chandragupta Maurya migrated to
Mysore (about 296 B.C.) and settled there.

Tirthankaras are those who have attained
nirvana and made a passage from this world to
the next.

In addition to these, we have some
Jain texts composed in Indian vernacular
languages such as Hindi, Tamil and Kannada.
Jivaka Chintamani, a Tamil epic poem, is a
good example, composed in the tradition
of Sangam literature by a Jain saint named
Tiruthakkathevar. It narrates the life of a
pious king who rose to prominence by his
own merit only to become an ascetic in
the end. Another scholarly work in Tamil,
Naladiyar, is also attributed to a Jain monk.
Thirukkural was composed by Tiruvalluvar,

believed to be a Jain scholar.
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Jains in Tamil Nadu

There is a clear evidence of the
movements of the Jains from Karnataka to the
Kongu region (Salem, Erode and Coimbatore
areas), to the Kaveri Delta (Tiruchirapalli)
southwards into  Pudukkottai region
(Sittannavasal) and finally into the Pandya
kingdom (Madurai, Ramanathapuram and
Tirunelveli districts). Tamils broadly come
under Digambara sect. It is believed that the

Kalabhras were the patrons of Jainism.

The Sittanavasal Cave Temple
Sittanavasal cave in Pudukkottai district
is located on a prominent rock that stands
70 m above the ground. It has a natural
cavern, known as Eladipattam, at one end,
and a rock-cut cave temple at the other.
Behind the fenced cavern, there are 17 rock
beds marked on the floor. The stone berths
aligned in rows are believed to have served
as a Jain shelter. The largest of these ascetic
beds contains a Tamil-Brahmi inscription
that dates to the 2nd century B.C. There
are more inscriptions in Tamil from the 8th
century A.D., bearing the names of monks. It
is believed that they should have spent their

lives in isolation here.

= O

Sittanavasal Cave

The Sittanavasal cave temple, named
Arivar Koil, lies on the west off the hillock.
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The facade of the temple is simple, with four
rock-cut columns. Constructed in the early
Pandyaperiod, inthe 7th century A.D.,ithasa
hall in the front called the Ardha-mandapam
and a smaller cell at the rear, which is the

garbha graha (sanctum sanctorum).

[ O

Fresco Paintings, Sittanavasal

= O

The murals in the temple resemble the
frescoes of the famous Ajanta caves. The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) took
over the caves only in 1958. Thereafter it took
two decades to cover the cave and regulate
the entry of visitors. There are the bas- relief
figures of Tirthankaras on the left wall of the
hall and acharyas on the right before one enters

the inner chamber, the sanctum sanctorum.
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Jains in Kanchipuram
(Tiruparuttikunram)

Jainism flourished
during the Pallava reign. In
hiswritings, Chinesetraveller

Hiuen Tsang has mentioned

Z2Q2V5S

about the presence of a large
number of Buddhists and

Jains during his visit to the Pallava country in 7th
century A.D. Most of the Pallava rulers were Jains.
Mahendravarman was a Jain initially. The two
Jain temples in Kanchipuram are Trilokyanatha
Jinaswamy Temple at Tiruparuttikunram, on
the banks of the river Palar, and the Chandra
Prabha temple dedicated to the Tirtankara named
Chandraprabha. The architecture of these temples
is in Pallava style, but it has deteriorated in due
course of time. During the Vijayanagar rule (1387),
Irugappa, a disciple of Jaina-muni Pushpasena;
and a minister of Vijayanagar King Harihara II
(1377-1404), expanded the Trilokyanatha Temple
by adding the Sangeetha mandapa. The grand

murals were added only at this time.

Jain Temple, Tiruparuttikunram

[ O

Mural paintings in the temples show scenes
from the lives of Tirtankaras. Unfortunately
the paintings of the Trilokyanatha temple at
Tiruparuttikunram have been ruined by over-
painting done during renovation. There is rich

inscriptional evidence inside the second shrine,
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the Trikuda Basti, containing information
on the development of the temple, and the
contributions of various donors over the

centuries.
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Paintings on the walls of the

Trilokyanatha Temple
= O

In the Kanchipuram district, apart from
Tiruparuttikunram, Jain vestiges have been found

over the years in many villages across the state.

The total population of Jains in Tamil Nadu
1s 83,359 or 0.12 per cent of the population as

per the 2011 census.

Kazhugumalai Jain Rock-Cut Temple
The 8th century

Kazhugumalai temple
in Kovilpatti taluk in
Thoothukudi district

marks the revival of

Jainism in Tamil Nadu.
This cave temple was built by King Parantaka
Nedunjadaiyan of the Pandyan kingdom.
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Polished rock-cut cave beds, popularly known
as Panchavar Padukkai at Kazhugumalai
cavern host the figures of not only the
Tirtankaras but also the figures of yakshas
and yakshis (Male and Female attendants

respectively).

Sculptures in Kazhugumalai

Cave Temple
L O

Jain Temples in other parts of
Tamil Nadu

Vellore

Fourteen Jain monk beds, dating back
to the 5th century A.D., have been excavated
inside three caverns on top of a hill in
Vellore district. The beds are found at the
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Bhairavamalai in Latheri, Katpadi taluk,
Vellore district. Of the three caverns, two of
them house beds. One houses four rock beds
while the other houses one bed. Unlike many
rock beds found elsewhere, these ones have

no head-rests.

Tirumalai

Tirumalaiis a Jain temple in a cave complex
located near Arni town in Tiruvannamalai
district in Tamil Nadu. The complex, dated to
the 12th century A.D., includes three Jain caves,
two Jain temples and a 16-metre-high sculpture
of Neminatha, the 22nd Tirthankara. This image
of Neminatha is considered to be the tallest Jain

image in Tamil Nadu.

Madurai

There are 26 caves, 200 stone beds, 60
inscriptions and over 100 sculptures in and
around Madurai. The Kizha Kuyil Kudi is a
striking example. This hillock is 12 kilometres
west of Madurai, on the Madurai-Theni
Highway. The sculptures are assigned to the
period of Parantaka Veera Narayana Pandyan
who ruled from A.D. 860 to 900. There are
eight sculptures. The images of Rishab Nath or
Adinath, Mahavira, Parshvanath and Bahubali

are found here.

Rock-cut Jain Temple, Kizha Kuyil Kudi

[ O
Contribution to Education
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Jaina monasteries and temples also served
as seats of learning. Education was imparted
in these institutions to the people irrespective
of caste and creed. The Jainas propagated their
doctrines and proved to be a potential media
of mass education. The Bhairavamalai we have
mentioned earlier is situated near a small village
called Kukkara Palli. ‘Palli’ is an educational
centre of Jains and villages bearing the suffix of

Palli are common in many places in Tamil Nadu.

The educational institutions had libraries
attached to them. Several books were written by the
preachers of Jainism, highlighting the important
aspects of Jainism. The permission for women to
enter into the order provided an impetus to the

spread of education among women.

2. Buddhism

Buddhas original name, Siddhartha Sakya-
muni Gautama, if translated into English, would
mean Gautama who belongs to the Sakya tribe and
who has reached the goal of perfection. Gautama
Buddha was a contemporary of Mahavira. His
father ruled the tribe of Sakya in a region near
the present-day Nepal. Gautama found that he
had nothing to learn from the teachers of the old
religions. The religions proclaimed that the only
way to salvation was through living the life of an
ascetic. But despite practicing asceticism, Gautama
could not arrive anywhere near the truth. And
one night, as he sat under a bodhi-tree struggling
with his doubt and his loneliness, a great peace
descended on him. He was no longer Gautama,
the sceptic, but became Buddha, the Enlightened.
At last, he had succeeded in understanding the
great mystery of human suffering, its causes and
its cure. Asserting that both the king (passion for
pleasures) and the hermit (self-mortifications)

were wrong, he discovered the middle path. The
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middle path is based on ‘an eight-fold path’ of
Right understanding , Right thought, Right speech,
Right action, Right livelihood, Right effort, Right

mindfulness, Right concentration.

Buddha taught not the glory of God but
the power of love. He held the view that all men
are born to an ‘equality of rights. He undertook
long journeys and carried his message far and
wide. Buddha preached his teachings in Prakrit.

His four noble truths are as follows:

1. Life includes pain, getting old, disease, and
ultimately death.

2. Suffering is caused by craving and aversion.

3. Suffering can be overcome and happiness
attained.

4. True happiness and contentment are

possible, if one pursues the eight-fold path.

Buddhist Literature

Buddha’s teachings for a long time were
transmitted through the memory of teachers and
disciples. They were reduced to writing by 80 B.C.
and were written in the Pali language. The Pali
canon Tripitaka has three divisions, also known
as the Threefold Basket. They include Vinaya
Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka and Abhidhamma Pitaka.

Vinaya Pitaka contains the rules of the order of
Buddhist monks, which must be observed for

achieving purity of conduct.

Sutta Pitaka lays down the principles of religion

by citing discourses as evidence.

Abhidhamma Pitaka is the latest of the Tripitaka.
It deals with ethics, philosophy and meta-physics.

Other prominent canonical literary works in
Buddhism include:

Jatakas - various stories of the lives of the
Buddha found in Buddhist literature.
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Buddhavamsa — A legend in verse, containing
a narration of the life and activities of the 24
Buddhas who are believed to have preceded
Gautama. Apart from the above canonical
literature, there is a long series of non-

canonical literature in Pali. They include:

o Milindapanha - which means ‘questions
of Milinda’ It contains a dialogue between
Milinda, the Graeco-Bactrian king, and
the monk Nagasena over some problems
that faced Buddhism. It was originally

written in Sanskrit.

o The two famous Ceylonese chronicles are
Mahavamsa and Dipavamsa. The former
deals with the royal dynasties of the Indian
subcontinent including Sri Lanka, while
the latter deals with the arrival of the
Buddha’s teachings and preachers in Sri
Lanka.

o Buddhagosha’s Visuddhimagga is a later

work. Heis the first Buddhist commentator.

o Sanskrit literature became prominent
in Buddhism with the rise of Mahayana
Buddhism. However, some of the Sanskritic
works were produced by the Hinayana
school as well. Buddhacharita, written by
Asvaghosa, is an epic style Sanskrit work.
It tells the life history of Gautama Buddha.

Buddhism in Tamizhakam

Buddhism is believed to have spread
to the Tamil country by the Ceylonese
missionaries. The evidence in support of this
is some monuments of the Pandya country,
which are assigned to the 3rd century B.C.
(BCE). The monuments are in caverns known
as Pancha Pandava Malai. Buddhism seems
to have flourished and co-existed peacefully

with Jainism, Ajivikam and also with various
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sects of Hinduism. Since the time of Bhakti
Movement, Buddhism came to be challenged
by its exponents and began to lose royal
patronage. The Thevaram hymns of Saiva
saints and the Nalayira Divyaprabandam of
Vaishnava Azhwars provided evidence to the
challenges Buddhism faced in Tamil country.
When Hieun Tsang, the Chinese traveller,
visited south India in the 7th century,

Buddhism was almost on the decline.

But contrary to popular perception, the
Buddhism did not disappear completely. The
presence of Virasozhiyam (a 11th century
Later Chola period grammar text, composed
by a Buddhist) and the discovery of 13th
century Buddhist bronzes in Nagapattinam
testify to the presence of Buddhism in
later periods. The sculptures of Buddha
in Thiyaganur village in Salem district

strengthen this conclusion.

[ O

Buddha image, Thiyaganur
- g yag o

Though Buddhism faced challenges from
Saiva and Vaishnava sects from the Pallava

period onwards. One of the exceptions was
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Nagapattinam, which was supported by
Chola kings, not for religious but for political
reasons. Chudamani Vihara of Nagapattinam
was constructed by the Srivijaya king with the
patronage of Rajaraja Chola. Thisviharahasbeen
since destroyed. The Tamil epic, Manimekalai,
written by Kulavanigan Sithalai Sattanar, is
considered a typical representation of Tamil
Buddhism. Sattanar indigenised Buddhism into
Tamil Buddhism by communicating a large set
of Buddhist terms in Tamil, as translations from
Sanskrit and Pali.

There is a record about a Buddhist monk
named Vajrabodhi, who was skilled in tantric
rituals, but this monk left the Pallava court
for China. Mahendravarman’s Mattavilasa
Prahasana describes Buddhism as a religion

in decay.

In the field of education, Buddhist
Sanghas and Viharas served as centres of
education. Students from various parts of
the world came here to receive education.
Nalanda, Taxila and Vikramshila gained
reputation as great educational centres. They
were originally Buddhist Viharas. Students
from Tibet and China were influenced by
Buddhism and they took effective steps to
spread Buddhism.

A Vihara in Sanskrit means ‘dwelling’ or
‘house’.  Originally, viharas were dwelling
places used by wandering monks during the
rainy season. Later they transformed into
centres of learning through the donations of
wealthy lay Buddhists. Royal patronage allowed
pre-Muslim India to become a land of many
viharas that imparted university education and
were treasure troves of sacred texts. Many
viharas, such as Nalanda were world famous.
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Viharas

Buddhist Vihara of Nalanda in ruins
[ O

Excavations of Buddhist Vihara and a

temple at Kaveripoompattinam and hundreds
of stone and bronze sculptures by ASI from over
125 sites have proved the spread of the religion
in the state. A 1.03 metre Buddha statue in
'padmasana’pose in remote Tirunattiyattankudi
village in Tiruvarur district was unearthed

when digging a tank in a field.

Buddha in 'padmasana’ pose

[ O

3. Ajivika Philosophy
The Ajivikas believed in the doctrine

of karma, transmigration of the soul and
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determinism. The head of Ajivika sect
was Gosala Mankhaliputta. The Ajivikas
practiced asceticism of a severe type.
The Ajivika religious order and school of
philosophy is known from the Vedic hymns,
the Brahmanas, the Aryankas and other
ancient Sanskrit compilations and treatises of
the pre-Jaina and pre-Buddhist age. Gosala’s
ideas live on in other religions, though no

Ajivika literature has survived.

Gosala was closely associated with
Mahavira for six years and then they parted
company. The Mauryan emperor Asoka
and his grandson Dasaratha patronised the
Ajivikas. After the collapse of the Mauryan
Empire, the sect declined in northern India,
but had by then spread into southern India

where it continued to exist for many centuries.

[ O

Representational Image of
Ajivika ascetics

[ O

Throughout history, Ajivikas had

to face persecution everywhere. Village
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communities under Pallavas, Cholas and
Hoysalas imposed special taxes on them.
Despite such obstacles, Ajivikas continued
to have influence along the Palar river in
the modern states of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu (Vellore, Kanchipuram and Tiruvallur
districts) till about the 14th century. In the
end, they seemed to have been absorbed into

Vaishnavism.

Summary

% Sources and literature for study of Jainism
are highlighted.

Presence of Jains in the Tamil country is

o
2

examined.

*
o

Jain monuments and art in Tamizhakam, in
particular Sittanavasal and Kazhugumalai
are illustrated.

% The Jain contribution to education through
‘Palli’ is explained.

% Buddhist teachings are analysed.
% Buddhism in the Tamil country is explored.

% Buddhist legacy in Tamizhakam is
discussed.

% The essence of Ajivika philosophy and its

presence in Tamil Nadu is detailed.
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Glossary
L fheterodox | eatorthodon o
2. | canon arule, an accepted principle Q@ alld, uTg QUHIG
3. | unanimous all sharing the same view QBLOSTHNS
4. | ascetic monk, hermit gimel, shBwins
5. deteriorate to grow worse &iaam, GonaoenL
6. | vestiges things left behind, remains, traces i;: rr;(;):e:; Sl
7. | cavern a large deep underground cave 3i9.5l6d G
8. | hillock small hill, mound Al GeTm)
9. |facade the front of a building SLLLSHe0r (pali
10. | frescoes E:illrilrtll;lgs done in water colour on a wall or :f;;)fl]ﬁ-l Eﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ;ﬁmw
11. |mural a large picture painted on a wall &euGrmeiwid
12. | impetus motivation, stimulus 2 _$Ceusid, 2 hHgiebd
13. | salvation saving from harm, ruin or loss S diy, wé ), efiGonseond
14. | sceptic (skeptic) | someone who habitually doubts accepted beliefs | sgwmeyeuns, sows guymeuremy
15. | craving a strong desire ;lgﬁmu-lﬂﬁ 26, 156
JCR pem—— unfair treatment of a person or a group, .especially T ety
because of their religious or political beliefs
@
& . 4) Where are the Rock beds found with no

\_‘41‘ Evaluation head-rests?

== O a) Vellore b) Kanchipuram

I. Choose the correct answer: c) Sittanavasal d) Madurai

1. Where was the first Jain Council held to 5)

codify the Jaina canon?

a) Pataliputra
b) Vallabhi

¢) Mathura

d) Kanchipuram

2) In which language was

Who is

believed
Kazhugumalai Rock-Cut Temple?

to have built the

a) Mahendra Varman

b) Parantaka Nedunchadayan

c) Parantaka Veera Narayana Pandyan
d) HariharaII

Agama sutras written? IL. Fill in the blanks:

a) Ardha-Magadhi Prakrit 1) The image of is considered to
b) Hindi be the tallest Jain image in Tamil Nadu.

<) San.skrlt 2) Buddhacharita was written by
d) Pali

3) Which of the following was patronised by 3)

the Kalabhras?
a) Buddhism
c) Ajivikas
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Pallava country in

b) Jainism 2)

Chinese traveller Huein Tsang visited

century.

describes Buddhism as a

d) Hinduism
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religion in decay.
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5) The Mauryan emperor Asoka and

his  grandson  Dasarata  patronised
II1. Match the following:
1. Kalpa sutra - Tiruthakkathevar
2. Jivaka Chintamani — Madurai
3. Neminatha - Nagasena
4. Milinda Panha - Bhadrabahu
5. Kizha Kuyil Kudi - 22nd Tirthankara

IV. Answer the following:
1) Find out the odd one

Tiruparuttikunram, Kizha Kuyil Kudi,
Kazhugumalai, Nagapattinam, Sittanavasal.

2) Assertion (A): Gautama found that he had
nothing to learn from the teachers of the old
religions.

Reason (R): The religions proclaimed that
the only way to salvation was through living
the life of an ascetic.

a) Aiscorrect. Risthe correct explanation
of A.

b) A is correct. R is not the correct
explanation of A.

c) Both A and R are wrong.

d) A is wrong. But R is correct.

3) Find out the correct statement/s
i) During the 6™ century B.C. as many as
62 religious schools flourished in India.

ii) ‘Palli’ is an educational centre of
Buddhists.

iii) Royal patronage allowed pre-Muslim
India to become a land of vihars.

iv) The Ajivikas continued to exist till 15®
century.
a) i) and iii) are correct.
b) i), ii) and iv) are correct.
¢) 1i)and ii) are correct.

d) ii), iii) and iv) are correct.
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4) Find out the wrong pair/s
- 22nd Tirthankara

— the Ceylonese Chroniclei

1. Parshvanatha
2. Mahabashya
3. Visuddhimagga - Buddhagosha
4. Buddha - Eight-fold Path

V. True or False:

1. The 12th Agama Sutra is said to have
been lost.

2. 'Throughout history, Ajivikas had to face
persecution everywhere.

3. Education was imparted in institutions of
Jains irrespective of caste and creed.

4. Nalanda, Taxila and Vikramashila gained
reputation as pilgrim centres.

5. Buddhism faced challenges from Saiva and
Vaishnava sects from the Chola period
onwards.

VI. Answer the following:

1. Makealist of the Five Great Vows of Jainism.
2. What are the four noble truths of Buddha?
3. Explain the three divisions of Tripitaka.

4. Highlight the importance of Sittanavasal.

VII. Answer in detail:

1. Enumerate the sources of study for Jainism
and Buddhism.

2. Give an account of relics of Jainism
and Buddhism that have come to light in
Tamil Nadu.

3. Discuss the essence of Ajivika philosophy
and its presence in Tamil Nadu.

VIII. Hots:

1. Analyse the commonalities and differences
between heterodox religions and Vedic
religion.

2. Why did these heterodox religions fail to
become mainstream religion in India?

IX. Activity:

Students to visit district museums and places,
where excavated Buddhists and Jain relics are
on display.
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BUDDHISM
-

To know and learn about the

Buddhism through this activity. ﬂm B'

il

PROCEDURE:
Step1: Open the Browser and type the URL (or) Scan the QR Code.

Step 2:  Story of Buddha page will appear on the screen.
Step 3:  Click on the Image to know about the story of Buddha.

Step 4:  Click on the ebook below the image to download the PDF.

*Pictures are indicative only

REz_7_FROCTAH _FH
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Unit -1

Exploring Continents -
North America and
South America

Learning Objectives

O
% To understand the location, boundary and political divisions of North
America and South America
¢ To understand the physical features and drainage
’:‘ . . . . ..- r' o
To understand the climate, natural vegetation and wildlife of the B7B6E &
continents
® % To discuss the resources, economic activities and cultural mosaic ®
¢ To develop the skill of locating places on the map.
[ O
Introduction Students : Madam, we studied about two
Students : Good morning madam continents. They are Europe and
Asia.
Teacher : Good morning students. Did you
all enjoy your half yearly exam Teacher : Ok, this year we will be learning
holidays. about North America and South
America.
Students : Yes madam
A. North America
Teacher : Fine. How many continents are N 4 N
there in the world? Can anyone of Nort an Sout
America are often referred
you name them?
Stud Madam th to as the new world because
tudents : Madam there are seven continents.
they were discovered in the late fifteenth
They are North  America, ) )
. B A century. In 1492 North America was discovered
ou merica, Europe, Asia , , . .
P by Christopher Columbus while he was trying
Antarctica, Australia and Africa. ,
to find a new sea route to India. The landmass
Teacher : Last year, how many continents was named America in 1507 after the Italian

you have studied?
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explorer America Vespucci who landed on the
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continent. In this lesson we can learn location,
boundaries, relief features rivers climate natural

vegetation, minerals and transportation.
Location and Area

The continent of North America lies
between 7°N and 84°N latitude which lie entirely
in the Northern Hemisphere. The Tropic of
Cancer(23 ¥2°N) passes through the Mexico and
Arctic Circle (66 ¥%2°N) runs through northern
part of Canada. Longitudinally it extends
between 53°W and 180°W and lies entirely in
the western hemisphere. This continent has a
great longitudinal extent which results in Seven
Time Zones. North America covers an area of
about 24,709,000 Sq. km. Which occupies 16.50

percent of the entire land area.
Boundaries

North America is surrounded by the
Pacific Ocean in the West, the Atlantic Ocean
in the east, Arctic Ocean in the north and South
America in the south. The North America is
joined with the South America by the Isthmus
of Panama. The Bering Strait separates North

America from Asia.
Political Division

North Americais the third largest continent
next to Asia and Africa. North America has
three large countries and several smaller ones.
Canada is largest country of North America
followed by the United States of America and
Mexico. The seven small countries which lies to
the south of Mexico are referred to as central
America. These include Nicaragua, Honduras,
Guatemala, Panama, Costa Rica, El Salvador

and Belize.

» Isthmus : A narrow stretch
~of land joining two large

- KNOW? land masses.

Strait: A narrow stretch of

water joining two large water bodies.
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Political division of North America

Physiography

North America is a continent of great
physical diversity. Mount McKinley is about
6194 m above the sea level and is the highest
peak. Death Valley is about 86 m below
the sea level and is the lowest part of the
continent of North America. It has some
of the oldest and the youngest rocks in the
world. On the basis of physiography North
America can be classified into the following

physical divisions:
1. The Rocky Mountains,
2. The Great Plains,

3. The Appalachian Highlands and
4. The Coastal Plain.
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1. The Rocky Mountains

The western part of the continent is
occupied by long ranges of young folded
mountains interspersed with high plateaus,
narrow valleys and broad interior basins.
This mountain range extends for about
4800 km from Alaska in the North to the
Panama Strait in the South. The width varies
from 110 to 480 Kms. They are parallel ranges
and are known as the Rockies in the east and
the Coast Range Mountains in the west. The
Sierra Nevada is a mountain range in the
Western United States between the Central

Valley of California and the Great Basin. In
Mexico, they are called Sierra Madre. The
Rockies and the Coast Range are together
called the “Western Cordilleras” There are
high inter montane plateaus between the
ranges. The prominent ones are the Mexican
plateau, the Colorado Plateau and the

Columbian plateau.

» The Cordilleras are also

~ part of the Fire Ring of the

ows? Pacific because there are a
number of active volcanoes

and thisarea is also subject to earthquakes.
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» Highest peaks in different

~ continents:

v ow?
Asia: Mount Everest

(8848 meters)

e South America: Mount Aconcagua
(6961 meters)

« North America: Mount McKinley (6194

meters)
o Africa: Mount Kilimanjaro (5895 meters)
o Europe: Mount Elbrus (5642 meters)

o Antarctica: Mount Vinson Massif
(4,892meters)

o Australia: Mount Kosciuszko (2,228

meters)

The Great Plains
To the east of the Rockies and the

west of the Appalachian Mountains lies the
great plains of North America. It covers
about three - fifth of the continent. This
plain stretches from the Arctic Ocean in
North to the Gulf of Mexico in the South
and from the Appalachian Highlands in the
east to the Rockies in the west. The western
part of the plains is called the High Plains
spreading roughly over the foothills of the
Rockies. Most of the rivers of this region
have their source in the Western Highlands
and the plains generally slope eastwards and
southwards. They are drained by rivers like

the Mississippi and the Missouri.

The Appalachian Highlands
The Appalachian Highlands do not form

acontinuouschainlike the Western Highlands
(The Rockies). These Highlands are low and
wide. They have a very few peaks more than
1800m. They include the High Plateaus of
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Greenland, Labrador or Laurentian Plateau
in Canada and the Appalachian Mountains in
the United States. These old fold mountains
are worn down by weathering and are much
lower than the Western highlands. This
region is rich in mineral reserves like coal,
iron ore, copper etc., which play a vital role

in the North American economy.

The Coastal Plains

The coastal plains of North America are
the youngest in age. Most of the Atlantic Plain
has been drowned (lies underwater). This is
low and relatively plain area with sandy soil
which is infertile in nature. Here swamps
and marshes are abundant and the coast is
indented by river mouths and bays on which

many important seaports are located.

Drainage

Many rivers flow across this land and
some of them following the valleys are
formed by the glaciers. The Mississippi and
Missouri rivers are the longest rivers in
North America and together they form the
fourth longest river system in the world and
stretching more than 6114 km from Montana
to Gulf of Mexico. After 3700km running
the Missouri river joins the Mississippi river.
The Mackenzie River is the second largest
drainage basin of North America. It has it
source from Great Slave Lake and drains into

Arctic Ocean.

St. Lawrence has its origin in Lake
Ontario which flows north east and drains
into the Atlantic Ocean. The plateau of
the west has been cut deeply by the River
Columbia and its tributary which forms
many Gorges called Canyons. The most

famous is the Grand Canyon cut by the river
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Colorado which all flows over the plateau
of Columbia. These rivers form a barrier to
communication but whose water has been
dammed for irrigation and power. The River
Yukon rising in the north-west of the Western
mountain system is frozen for eight months
in the year. The River Rio Grande flows into
the Gulf of Mexico and forms the boundary
between USA and Mexico.

» Grand Canyon is a
~ steep-sided Canyon carved
-~ KNOW? by the Colorado River in

Arizona State of USA

Numerouslakesare foundinthe glaciated
parts of the continent and especially in
North Minnesota. These lakes are small and
they are used for recreational purposes. The
Great Lakes are formed across the continent
from west to east. The most important chain
consists of five lakes. The biggest is Lake
Superior and it is the largest freshwater lake
in the world. Lake Winnipeg, Great Bear
Lake and Lake Athabasca are some of the

other lakes in Canada.

Mississippi River
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» The Mississippi river
~ has been given the nickname
“The Big Muddy” because it

erodes a lot of sand and mud

« "KNOW?

as it rushes down the Mountains.

Some of the States of the United States
are named after the tributaries of two

mighty rivers the Mississippi and Missouri.

Climate

The vast latitudinal extent from the
Tropics to the Polar Regions makes the climate
of North America as varied as that of Asia.
Unlike the Himalayas, the Rockies run north to
south which do not form climatic barrier and
do not prevent the icy winds from the Arctic
region and penetrating the central plains which
therefore have a very long cold winter and very
short hot summer. Precipitation occurs due to
cyclonic storms. The Arctic region is cold and
mostly dry and has a very short summers and a
very long bitterly cold winter. As one proceeds
southwards the short summers become warm
but the winters are very cold. The central plains
have extreme climate from freezing conditions

in winter to tropical heat in summer.

The South is usually warm all the year
round and the regions around the mouth of the
Mississippi-Missouri and the Gulf Coast have
summer rain from the North East Trades which
blow on-shore in summer. The warm moist
South Westerlies not only bring rainfall to the
North West coast and also keep it warm. The
warm Alaskan Current keeps the North West
coast ice free. The State of California in USA
has a Mediterranean Climate with moist winter

and dry summers.
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» The Westerlies or Anti-
~ trades are prevailing winds
- KNOw? from the west toward the
east in the middle latitudes

between 30 and 60 degrees latitude.

Natural Vegetation

North Americais endowed with a diverse

and extensive forest cover. Approximately

30 percentage of the total land area is under
forest cover. Lumbering is a well developed
industry particularly in Canada. North
America is a major producer of timber,
plywood, wood pulp and paper. It accounts
for approximately 20 percentage of the
world's production of timber. This diversity
is brought about primarily because of the

different latitudes and variations in altitude,

soil and precipitation.

Forest, Flora and Fauna of different regions of North America

S
. Types of forest Climate Region Flora Fauna
0.
1 Tundra winter is long | northern coast Mosses, Arctic Fox,

and severely of Canada lichens and Reindeer, Musk
cold, Summer | and Northern | Dwarf willows | Ox, Polar Bears,
is short and Islands Wolverin, Sable
cool. Rainfall is and Blue Fox
scanty.
® 2 Taiga or the winter is very alaska and Pine, Fir, Beaver, Fox,
Cold temperate [cold, Summer |Canadasouth |Cedarand Sable, Ermine,
Coniferous is warm and central Alaska |Spruce Skunk, Caribou
Forest short. Heavy and north Moose, Elk, Black
e snowfall in eastern Canada Bears and Grizzly
winter Bears.
3. | Temperate winter is very | central USA Grasses Coyote, Gophers,
Prairie cold, Summer |and Central shrubs, herbs [ Rabbits, Prairie
Grasslands is hot and Canada Dogs and Bison

« sl

rainfall is

moderate.
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4. | The summer is hot |western Coastal [ Olive, Grapes [Not much
Mediterranean |and dry, margin and Orange, Cork, [wildlife is found
type cool wet winter. | Southern Oak, Walnut [ here
— ‘ California and Fig
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Desert Type

winter is cool
and summer
is hot. The
rainfall is very
little

southwest
USA northern

Mexico Desert

Cactus,
Saguaro Cholla
Cacti and

yucca

Desert Fox,
Gazelles,
Scorpions,
Lizards and
Rattle Snakes

Cool Temperate

summer is hot

florida, Gulf

Chestnut, Oak,

Foxes, Squirrels,

Deciduous winter is mild | Coast southeast | and Poplar, Deer, Raccoon
Forests and moderate | USA Cypress Rabbits, and
: rainfall. Musk Ox

The Tropical high southern Palms, Monkeys and
rain forests temperatures | Mexico, Central | Logwood, Snakes

the year round [America and Mahogany,

and heavy West Indies Rubber and

rainfall mainly Cacao Trees

in summer
Mountain temperature rocky Pine, Fir, Deer and Bear
Forests talls with rise [ Mountains Mosses and

in attitude.
The rainfall
received on the

slopes varies.

Lichens

Rattle Snake
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