Cuarter 1

SOCIAL STRUCTURE, STRATIFICATION AND SOCIAL
PROCESSES IN SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION

You will recall that the earller book
Introducing Sociology., Class XI
(NCERT, 2008) had begun with a
discussion on the relationship between
personal problems and social issues.
We also saw how individuals are
located within collectivities such as
groups, classes, gender, castes and
tribes., Indeed each of vou. 1s a member
of not just one kind of collectivity, but
many overlapping ones. For instance,
you are a member of your own peer
group, your family and Kin, your class
and gender. your country and region.
Each Individual thus has a specific
focation in the social structure and
social stratification system [see pages
28-35 in Introducing Sociology). This
also implies that they have different
levels and types of access to social
resources, [n ather words the choices
an Individual has in life in terms of
the school s/he goes to — or il s/he
goes to school at all — would depend
on the social stratum that s/he belongs
o, Likewise with the clothes s/he geis
to wear, the food s/ /he consumes, the

leisure opportunities s/he avails, the
heslth accesg s/he has, Le. her/his
lifestyle in general. As in the case of
social structure, social stratification
constrains individual action.

Cine of the central concerns of the
sociological perspective has been to
understand the dialectical relationship
between the individual amd society. You
will recall C.Wright Mill's elaboration of
the sociological imagination that secks
to unfold the interplay belween an
individual's biography and society’s
history. It is towards understanding
this dialectical relationship betwesn the
society and individual that we need to
discuss the three central concepts of
atructure, stratification and social
processes in this chapler, In the next
few chapters we then move on o how
social structure in rural and urban
societies are different, Lo broader
relationships between environment and
society. In the last two chapters we ook
at western social thinkers and Indian
sociologists and thelr writings that
would help us funther understand the
ideas of social structure, stratification
as well as social processes.
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The central question that this
chapter seeks o discuss is to what
extent the individual constrained by,
and to what extent s/he is free of, the
social structure? To what extent does
one's position in society or location in
the stratification system govern
individual cholee? Do social structure
and social stratification influence the
manner people act? Do they shape the
way Individuals cooperate, compete
and conflict with each other?

In this chapier we deal briefly with
the terms social structure and social
stratification. You have already
discussed social stratification in some
detail in Chapter 2 of the earlier
book Infrodicing Sociology, Class X1
[NCERT, 2006). We then move on (o
focus on three soclal processes namely;
cooperation, compelition and conflict.
In dealing with each of these processes
we shall iry and see how social striclure
and stratiflication impinge themsehes on
thee sowdial provesses. Inother words how
Individuals and groups cooperate,
compete and conflict depending upon
thelr position within the socdal structure
and stratification system.

BociAL STRUCTURE AND STRATIFICATION

The term social struchure points o the
fact that society is structured — e,
organised or arranged — in particular
ways. The social environments n
which wr exist do not just consist of
random assortments of events or
actions. There are underlyving
regularities, or patierns, in how people
bhehave and in the relationships they
have with one another. It is 1o these
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regularities that the concept af social
structure refers. Upto a point, it is
helpful to think of the structural
characteristics of socicties as
resembling the structure of a building.
A building has walls, a Door and a roof,
which together glve It a particular
‘shape' or form (Giddens 2004 66T).

But the metaphor can be a very
mizleading one if applied too strictly,
Social structures are made up of
human actions and r:lalinnahips.
Whal gives these their pallerning s
their repetition across periods of time
and distances of apace, Thus, the deas
of social reproduction and social
structure arevery closely related to one
another in sociclogical analvsis. For
example, consider a school and a
family structure. In a school certain
ways of behaving are repeated over the
vears and become institutions, For
instance admission procedures, codes
of conduct, annual nctions, daily
assgemblies and in some cases even
school anthems. Likewise in families
certain ways of behaving, marriage
pracltices, notions of relationships,
duties and expeciations are set, Even
as old members of the family or school
may pass away and new members
enter, the institution goes on. Yet we
also know that changes do take place
within the family and in schools,

The above discussion and activity
should help us understand human
socleties as bulfldings that are at every
moment being reconstrucied by the
very bricks thal compose them, For as
we saw for ourselves human beings in
schools or families do bring changes
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Different types of buildings in rural and urban areas
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3 LINDIERSTANIDIMNG SO IETY

Activity 1
Discuss with your grandparents and others of that generation to find out about the
ways In which families /schools have changed and the ways in which they have
remained the same.
Compare descriptions of familics in old films/television serials/novels with
contemporary depictions.
Can you observe patterns and regularities of social behaviour in your family? In
ather words can you describe the strocture of your fmilv?
MHacuss with your teachers how they understand the school as a structure; Do
siudents, teachers and the stalf have (o aet in certain ways (0 maintain or reprodice
the structure? Can you think of any changes in either your school or family? Were

thess changes resisted? Who resisted them and why?

to reproduce the structure even while
introducing changes. They cooperate
at various levels in their everyvday Hives
towards this reproduction. No less troe
is the fact that they also compete with
each other. often vicliously and
ruthlessly. The fact remains that along
with cooperative behaviour we also
witness serous conflict, And as we
shall [ind later in this chapter.
cooperation can be enforced and
therchy serve to coneeal conflict.

A major theme pursued by Emile
Durkheim (and by many other
sociolegical authors since)] iz that the
socleties exert social constraint over
the actions of their members.
Durkhelm argued that soclety has
primacy over the individual person.
Society is far more than the sum of
individual acts; it has a ‘firmness’ or
‘solidity’ comparable to structures in
the materlal environment.

Think of a person standing in a
room with several doors. The structure
of the room constrains the range of his

ar her possible activities. The placing
of the walls and doors. for example
defines the routes of exit and entry.
Social structure, according to
Durkheim, constrains our activities in
a parallel way, setting limits to what
we can do as individuals, It is ‘external
to us just as the walls of the room are.
Other social thinkers like Karl
Marx would emphasise the consiraints
of soclal structure but would at the
same time stress human creativity or
agency to both reproduce and change
soclal structure, Marx argued that
human beings make history, but not
as they wish to or in conditions of their
choice, but within the constraints and
possibilities of the historical and
structural sltuation that they are in.
To recall the concept of social stratl-
fication in Chapter 2 of Introducing
Saciology, Class X1 ([NCERT, 2006),
Social stratification refers (o the
existence of structured inequalities
between groups (n soclety, in ferms
af their access o material or symbaolic
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mm-dmuwwmmmﬂﬁmwummmr
perform my duties as a brother. a husband or a citizen and carry oul the
commitments 1 have entered into, [fulﬂlm,}ruhﬁmtlunnwhidimd:ﬁncdmlqw
and custom and which are external to and my actions.. Similarly, the believer
has discovered from birth, ready fashioned, the beliefs and practives of his religious
Lifiey IF they existed before he did, it follows that they exist outside him. The systems
of signs thal | employ o express my thoughts, the monetary system [ use Lo pay
my debis, the credit instruments [ utilise in my commercial relationships, the
practices 1 [ollow in my profession, ete. all I'u.mtlm independently of the use |
make of them. Considering in turn each member of soctety, the following remarks
could be made for every single one of them.

Source: Durkheim, Emile, 1933, The Division of Labaour in Sociely, pp.50-1, A.,F‘:;H:

Presa Paperback. The MacMillan Company, New York,

Activity 2
Think of examples that reveal both
hanw Buman bedngs are constrained by
sorial structure and also of examples
mnﬂtﬁslahdulj.rmchlahumlp_
and transform i1, F
discussion on Euclaliuatluu in

Inﬂuﬂw&mmy{pagak?ﬁ?ﬂl

rewards, While all societies involve
some forms of social stratification,
maodern societies are offen marked by
wide differences in wealth and power.
While the most evident lorms of
stratification in modern =ocieties
invalve class divisions, others like
race and caste, region and
community, tribe and gender also
continue to matter as bases of social
stratification.

You will recall that social structure
implied a certain patterning of social
behaviour. Social stratification as part
of the broader social structure is

likewize characterised by a certain
patiern of Inequality, Inequaliiy s nol
something whiceh is randomly
distributed between individuals in
society. It is systematically linked to
membership in different kinds of social
groups, Members. of a given group will
have [eatures in common, and if they
are in a superior position they will
usually see to it that their privileged
position is passed on to their children.
The concept of stratification, themn,
refers to the idea that socicty is divided
into a patterned structure of unegual
groups, and usually Implies that this
structure tends fo persist across
generations (Javaram 1987:22),

It is necessary to distinguish
between different advantages which
can be distributed unequally. There
are three basic forms of advantage
which privileged groups may enjoy:

[} Life Chances: All those material

advantages which improve the
quality of life of the recipient — this
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may include not only economic
advantages of wealth and income,
but alao benefits such as health,

job security and recreation.

{ii} Social Siatus: Prestige or high
standing in the eyes of other
members of the society.

{itf} Political Influence: The ability of one
group o dominate others, or to
have preponderant influence over
decision-making. or to benefit
advantageously from decisions.

The above discussion an the three
social processes will repeatedly draw
attention to the manner that different
bazes of sacial stratification like
gender or class constrain soclal
processes. The opportunities and
resources available to individuals and
groups to engage in competition,
cooperation or conflict are shaped by
social struciure and ‘soclal
siratification. Al the same Lime,
humans doact to modify the strocture
and system of stratification that exists,

Two Wars oF UUNDERSTANDING SOCIAL
PROCESSES IN SOCIOLOGY

In the earlier book Introducing
Sociology. Class X1 [NCERT, 200&] vou
have seen the limitations of common
sense knowledge, The problem 15 not
that commonsense knowledge is
necessarily falze, but that it is
unexamined and taken for granted, By
contrast, the sociological perspective
fquestions evervthing and accepts
nothing as a ghven, It would therefore
not rest content with an explanation
which suggests that humans compete
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or cooperate or conflict as the case may
be because it is human nature to do
0. The assumption behind such
explanations is that there is something
intrinsic and universal in human
nature that accounts for these
processes. However, as we have seen
eatlier, sociology is not satisfied with
either psychological or naturalist
explanations (see pages 7-8 of
Introducing Socioloqy. Sociology sceks
to cxplain these processes of
cooperation. competition and conflict
in terms of the actual soclal structure
of sociely.

Activity 3
competition and conflict in your

In Intreducing Seclology  we
discussed how there are differences and
plural understandings of society (pages
24-25, 36]. We saw how functionalist
aned congflicd perspectives paried in their
understanding of different Inatitutions,
be it the family, the coonomy or social
siratification and social control. Mot
surprisingly therefore. these two
prrspectives seelk to understand these
processes a bit differently. But both Karl
Marx {usually assoclated with a conflict
perspective) and Emile Durkheim
fuanally identified with a functionalist
perspective) presume that human
beings have to cooperate to meet their
basic needs, and to prodice and
reprocuce themselves and thetr wiordd.

The conflict perspective emphasises
how these forms of cooperation
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Different types of processes
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changed from one historical society to
ancther. For instance, it would
recognise that in simple societies
where no surplus was produced, there
was cooperation between individuals
and groups who were not divided on
class or casie or race lines, Bul in
societies where surplus is produced —
whether feudal or capitalist — the
dominant class appropriates the
surplus and cooperation would
necessarily involve potential conflict
and competition. The conflict view thus
emphasisges that groups and
individuals are placed differentially
and unequally within the sysiem of
production relations. Thus, the factory
owner and the factory worker do
cooperate in their everyday work, But
a certain conflict of interests would
define their relationship.

The understanding that informs the
conllict perspective is that in societies
divided by caste, or class or patriarchy,
some groups are disadvantaded and
discriminated against, Furthermore the
dominant groups sustain this unequoal
order by a series of cultural norms, and
aften coercion or even violence. As you
will see in the next paragraphs, it is
not that the functionalist perspective
failz to appreciate the role of such
narms or sanctons, But it understands
their function in terms of the society
as a whole, and not in terms of the
dominant sections who control society.

The functionalist perspective is
mainly concerned with the “system
requirements’ of soclety — certain
functional imperatives, unctional
requisites and prerequisites, These

2018-18
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refer to the fulfilment of the broadest
conditions which are necessary for a
ayatem's existence [and which
therefore keep it alive and prevent its
destruction) such as;

(i) The socialisation of new members;
[if) Ashared system of communication;
(iif) Methods of assigning individuala

1o roles.

You are well aware how the
functionalist perspective rests upon the
assumption that different parts or
argans of seciety have a function or role
to play for the broader maintenance
and functioning of the whole society.
Seen [rom this perspective, cooperation,
competition and conflict can be seen
as universal features of all societies,
explained as the result of the Inevitable
interactions among humans living in
society and pursuing their ends. Since
the focus is on system sustenance,

Fears of the Natal home is teft behind
Babul I dua-ein leti jo

Ja rfhko sukhi sansar mile

Merike: ki kol o ol aaye

Take your father's blessings/prayer
P TPOLY

Go, and (may you) get a happy
househaold;

May you never be reminded of your
mother's home;

(Because of all the love you receive
AL wour in-laws” place,

{Basu 2001; 128
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Activity 4

Discuss whether women are cooperating, nr:d'ulmgtuuugagulumnﬂ.{stur
competition because of a range of normative compulsions, Are they cooperating
with the given norm of male inhertance because of the fear of losing the affection
ufmeirhmhmlfmwhehmeuﬂmnﬂﬂ?mmm the box on the previous
page is specific to a reglon, bul evokes the more general fears of natal
ahandonment for women mﬁ'p-sl.trﬂlum] anr:tetf

competition and conflict is looked at
with the understanding that in most
cases they tend to get resolved without
too much distress, and that they may
even help soclety in various wavs,

Sociological studies have also
shown how norms and patterns of
socialisation often ensure that a
particular social order persists, even
though It is skewed in the interests of
onc section. In other words, the
relationship belween cooperalion,
crampelition and conflict (s often complex
ereed et ensily separable.

In order to understand how
conperation may entail conflict, and the
difference between ‘enforced” and
waluntarny’ cooperation, let us look at

the very contentious issue of women's
right to property in their natal family,
A study was conducted among different
gections of society o understand the
attitude towards taking natal property
(see pages 41-46 of Introducing
Sociology]. A significant number of
women [41.7 per cent] evoked the
theme of a daughter's love and love for
a daughter when speaking about their
rights to property. But they emphasised
apprehension rather than affection by
saying they would not claim full or amy
share of natal property because they
were afraid this would sour relatlons
with their brothers or cause their
brothers” wives (o hate them, and that
as a result they would no longer be

Bride leaving Eurgrnnmnhnunalnl ‘Droli’
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weleome in thelr natal homes., This
attitude represents one of the dominani
metaphors mediating women's refusal
of property... A woman demanding her
share is the greedy shrew or “hale lene
weli’, There was also o close connection
between these feelings and the
apparently obverse ones of the desire
to continue to be part of the natal family
b actively contributing to its prosperity
or belng available to deal with [is crises,

Activity 2 would enable you to
appreciate how apparently cooperative
behaviour can also be seen as a
product of deep conflicts in soclety. Bt
when these conflicts are not expressed
openly or challenged, the impression
remains that there is no condlict, but
only cooperation, A functionalist view
often uses the term accormrmodalion to
explain situations such as the one
described above, where women would
prefer not o claim properly rights in
their natal home, If would be seen as
an effort o compromise and co-exist
despite conflict.

Activity 5
Think of other kinds of social
behaviour which may appear as co-
aperative but may conceal deeper
conflicts of society.

CooreraTion avn Drvision oF Lasous

The idea of cooperation rests on certain
assumptions about human behaviour.
It is argued that without human
copperation it would be difficult for
human life to survive, Further it is
argued that even in the animal world

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

we witness cooperation, whether they
be ants or bees or mammals,
Comparison with the animal world
should however be done carefully. We
look al two very different theoretical
traditions in sociology to illustrate the
point, those represented by Emile
Durkheim and Karl Marx.

Sociology for the most part did not
agree with the assumption that huwman
nature is necessarily nasty and
brutish. Emile Durkheim argues
against a vision of “primitive humanity
whose hunger and thirst, always badly
gatisfled. were thelr only passions”,
Instead he argued:

They overlook the essential element
of moral 1ife; that is, the moderating
influence thal sociely exercises over
ita members, which tempers and
neutralises the brutal actlon of the
struggle for existence and sefection.
Wherever there are societies, there
Is altruism. because there f%
solidarity. Thus. we find altruisam
from the beginning of humeanity and
even in truly intemperate form.
(Durkleim 1933]

For Durkheim solidarity. the moral
force of society, is fundamental for our
understanding of cooperation and
thereby the functioning of society. The
role of division of labour — which
implies copperation — s precisely to
fulfill certain needs of society. The
division of labour is at the same time
a law of natre and also a moral rule
ol human conduct,

Durkheim distinguished between
mechanical and organic solidarity that
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characterised pre-industrial and
complex industrial societies respectively.
Both are forms of cooperation in
sociely. Mechanical solidarity is the
form of cohesion that is based
fundamentally on sameness. Most of
the members of such socleties live very
similar lives, with little specialisation
or division ofl labour bevond that
assoialed with age and sex. Members
feel bonded together essentially by
their shared bellefs and sentiments,
thelr common consclence and
consciousness. Organic Hn!1dar]1:.-' is
thal form of social ecohesion that is
based on division of labour and the
resulting interdependence of members
of soclety. As people become more
speclalised, they also become more
dependent upon each other. A family
engaged in subsistence farming may
survive with little or no help Fom
similar homesteaders. But specialised
workers in a garment or a car
manufacturing factory cannot survive
without a host of other specialised
workers supplying their basic needs,
Karl Marx too distinguishes human
life from animal life. While Durkheim
emphasised altrulsm and solidarity as
distinctive of the human world, Marx
emphasised consciousness. He writes:

Men can be distinguished from
amimals by consciousness, by religion
or anything else you Hke. They
themselves begin to distinguaish
themeelves from anlmals as= soon as
they begin to produce their means of
subsistenee. 8 step which is
conditioned by thelr physical
organisation, By producing their

means of subsistence men are
indirectly produeing their material like
(Marx 1972:37).

The above guote from Marx may
appear difficult but will help us
understand how cooperation in
human life is different from
cooperation in animal life. For humans
not only adjust and accommodate to
cooperate but also alter seciety in that
process, For example, men and women
over the ages had to adjust to natural
constraints. Various technological
innovations over Llime nol anly
transformed human life but in some
scnse nature too. Humans in
cooperating thus do not passively
adjust and accommodate but also
change the natural or social world te
which they adjust. We had discussed
in the Chapter on Culture and
Socialisation in earlier book.
Introducing Sociology how Indlans had
to adjust and accommodate and co-
operate with the English language
because of our experience with British
Colonialism. Bul also how in that
process Hinglish has emerged as a
Hving social entity (page ¥2).

While both Durkheim from a
functionalist view and Marx from a
conflict perspective emphasise
cooperation, they alse differ. For Marx
cooperation 1s not voluntary in a
sociely where class exists. He angues,
“The social power, Le.. the muliiplied
productive foree, which arises through
the cooperation of different individuals
as il is caused by the division of labour,
appears to these individuals, since
their cooperation is nol voluntary but
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has come about naturally, not as their
own united power, but as an alien foree
existing outside them,,.” (Marx 1972
53). Marx used the term alienation to
refer to the loss of control on the part
of workers over the concrete content
of labour, and over the products of
their labour, In other words, workers
lose control over how to organise their
own worlk: and they lose control over
the fruits of their lJabour, Contrast. for
example, the feeling of lfiliment and
creativity of a weaver or potter or
ironsmith with that of a worker
involved in a [actory whose sole task
may be to pull a lever or press a button
throughout the day. Cooperation In
such a situation would be enforeed.

ComperiTion as an Ioea avo Practice

As In the case of cooperation,
discussions on the concepl of
competifion often proceed with the idea
that competifion is universal and
natural. But going back to our
discussion on how soctelogical
explanation is different from
naturalistic ones, it is important o
understand competition as a social
entity that emerges and becomes
dominant in soclety at a particular
historical point of time. In the
contemporary period it is a
predominant idea and often we find it
difficult to think that there can be any
sociely where competition is nol a
guiding force.

An anecdote of a school teacher who
recounted her experience with children
in a remote area in Africa draws

LIMDIERSTANIIIMNG SO0TETY

attention to the fact that competition
itself has to be explained sociologically
and not as a natural phenomena. The
anccdote refers to the teachers
assumption that the children will
naturally rejeice at the Idea of a
competitive race where the winner
would get a chorcolate as a prize. To her
surprise. her suggestion not only did
not evolke any enthusiasm but instead
seemed o cause considerable anxiety
and distress. On probing further they
express their distaste for a game where
there would be 'winners' and Tosers'. This
went against thelr Idea of fun, which
meant for them a necessarily cooperative
and collective experience, and not a
competitive one where the rewards
rlrr:-r::-'..ﬁam:.-' exclude some and reward
one or few,

In the contemporary world
however competition fs the dominant
norm and practice. Classical
sociological thinkers such as Emile
Durkheim and Karl Marx have noted
the growth of tndividualism and
competifion respectively in modern
societes. Both developments are
intrinsic to the way modern capitalist
society functions, The stress is on
greater efficiency and greater profit
maximisation. The underlying
assumptions of capitalism are:

i1l expansion of trade;
(i) division of labouwr;
(11} specialisation; and
{iv) hence rising productivity.

And these processes of sell-
sustaining growih are fuelled by the
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central theme of capitalism: rational
individuals in free competition in the
marketplace, each striving fo
maximise profits.

The ideology of competition is the
dominant ideology in capitalism. The
togic of this ideology is that the market
operates in a manner that ensures
greatest efficiency. For example
competition ensures that the most
efficient firm survives., Competition
ensures that the students with higher
marks or best studies get admission
into prestigious colleges, And then get
the best jobs. In all cases the “best”
refers to that which ensures the
greatest material rewards.

Activity 6

India has recently witnessed intense
debates on the adleci -
to ensure 27 per cent reservation
OBCs. Collect the different
arguments for and agalnst this

proposal that have Been put forward
in newspapers, maganhus a.nr.‘l-
television programmess,

Collect Information about :I.hﬂ ’
drop-out rate in schools. and primary
schools in particular [see pages 57-
59 in the earlier book]

Given that mostly lowrer caste
students drop-out of school, and
most higher educational institutions
are dnmimtnﬂcj:ythﬁ uppeT castes.
discuss the ts ol cooperation.
l:u:mpzt.ltlnn and conflict in the
above conlext,

Views that humans noturally lilke
to compete has to be understood

Liberals ke o5, Mill [clt that the

the fight of all against all, but at the
same time it is the fight forall’; this in
the sense that economic competition
is directed toward mastmum ootput
al mindmum cost, Furthermore, 'given
the breadth and individualism of
sockety. many kinds of interest, which

eventually hold the group togeiher
throughout iis members, a.enmrtn

-m:mmwm%m
ﬂ;huu!'ﬁ:uqaﬂ:l, of the
.mﬂuwammmum“pm

| the individual.

critically like all other naturalist
explanations (see page 8 of earlier
book], Competitlon as a desirable value
flourished with the onset of capitalism.
Read the extracis in the box and
discuss,

Competition, and the whole laissez-
faire economy of 19th century
capitalism, may have been important
in promoting economic growth. The
exceptionally rapld development of the
American economy may be
attributable to the greater scope of
competition in the United States. Bul
still we cannot produce any exact
correlations between the extent of
competition, or the intensity of the
competitive apirit, and the rate of
economic growth in different societies.
And on the other hand, there are
grounds for supposing that
competition has other less welcome
effects [Bottomore 1975 174-5).
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Activity 7
Organise a debate for and against the
iclea that competition is a necessary
good in society and is a must for
development. Draw upon schoal
expericnce bo wrile an essay on the
manner that compeilifon lmp:m:t.'aun
different students,

This Ideology aszumes that
individuals compele on an equal basis,
f.e. that all individuals are positioned
equally in the competition for
education, jobs, or resources, Bul as
the earlier discussions on stratification
or inequality showed, individuals are
placed differentially in soclety, If the
greater number of children in India do
net go to school or drop-out sooner
rather than later, then they remain out
of the competition entirely,

Activity B

Identify different socasions when
individuals have to compete in our
soviety. Begin with admission o
school onwards through the d,lll'ﬂ'uﬂ.
stages of life.

ConrFLicT aND COOPERATION

The term conflict implies clash of
interests. We have already seen how
conflict theorists Believe that scarcity
of resources in society produces
conflict as groups struggle to gain
avcess to and contral over those
resources. The bases of conflict vary.
It could be class or casie, tribe or
gender, ethnicity or religious
community. As voung students you

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

are well aware of the range of conflicts
that exist in seciety, The scale and
nature of different conflicts that oceur
are however different.

Activity 9
Think of the different kinds of
conflicts that exist in the world today.
At the widest level there are conflicts
between nations and Bloes of natiens,
Many kinds of conflicts also exist
within nations, Make a list of them
and then discuss in “‘:EI:E!: WHYE TJ:J:_r
are similar and In what ways
‘different.

A widely held commonscnse
pereeption is that conllicts in society
are new. Sociologistz have drawn
attention to the fact that conlicts
change in nature and form at different
slages of social developmenti. But
conflicts have always been part of any
society, Soclal change and greater
assertion of democratic rights by
digsadvantaged and discriminated
groups make the conflict more visible.
But this does not mean that the causes
for conilict dicd not exist earlier, The
gquaote in the box emphasises this,

Developing countrics are today
arenas for conflict beiween the ofd
and the new. The old order |s o
longer able to meet the new forces,
nor the new wants and aspirations
of the people. but neither is it
moribund — in fact, it s still very
much alive, The conflict produces
much unseemly argument, diseord,
canfusion, and on occasion, even
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bloodshed. Under the croumstances,
It is tempting for the sociologisi to
look to the good old peaceful days in
sheer nostalgla. Bul a moment’s
reflection should convinee him that
the old order was not conflict-free and
that it ln.humEi.nq:rudﬂ!ﬂ.
mmﬂmﬂmﬂmmpmm A
thedretical approach that regards
conflict as abnarmal, or that Invests
equilibrium with a special value in the
name of science, can be a handicap
mstudyingdmclupingmchu:a
Source: Srinivas, M.N., 1072, Social
E:‘wu#h.ﬁhdﬁnindm. pp. 159- 1460,
Orient Longman. New Delhi.

It is also iImpertant to understand
that confliclt appears as a discord or
owert clash only when it is openly ex-
pressed. For example, the existence of
A peasant movement is an overt ex-
pression of a deep rooted conflict over
land resources. But the absence of a
movermnent does not imply the absence
of a conflict. Henee, this chapter has
emphasised the relationship between
conflict, involuntary cooperation and
also resistance.

Let us examine some of the
comflicts that exist In society; and also
the close relationship that exists
between competition, cooperation and
conflict. We just take two instances
here. The first is the lfamily and
household. The second is that of land
based conflicl.

Traditlionally the family and
household were ofien seen as
harmonious units where cooperation
was the dominant process and
altruism the driving principle of

human behaviour, The last three
decades have seen a great deal of
questioning of this assumption by
feminist analysiz. Scholars such as
Amartya Scn have noted the possihility
of enforced cooperation.

Mot only do the different parties have
much to gain from cooperation: their
individual activities have (o take the
form ol being overily cooperative, even
when substantial conflicts exisi..,
Although serious conflicts of Intereats
miay be irvvobved inthe chedce of ‘social
technology'. the nature of the family
organisation requires that these
conflicts be moulded in a general
format of conperation, with conflicts
treated as aberrations or deviant
behaviour [Sen 1990 147).

Sinee conflict is often not overtly
expressed, it has been found that
subaltern or subordinate sections,
whether women in households or
peasants in agrarlan socleties. develop
different strategies to cope with conflict
and ensure cooperation, Findings of
many sociological studies seem Lo
suggest that covert conflict and overt
cooperation is common. The extract
below draws from many studies on
women's behaviour and interaction
within households,

Material pressures and incentives (o
cooperate extend to distribution
andd there 12 livile evidence of overt
conflict over distributional processes,
Instead there Is a hierarchy of
decision-making, needs and priovities
[associated with age, gender and
lifecycke], a hierarchy to which both
men and women appear to subscribe,
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Thiis, wWioamien appear o ru;-qnie.:me
ton — Aand indesd actvely perpetuate
— digeriminatory practices in intra-
household distribution in order o
assure their own longer-term

security, Denied access to extra-
houschold relatlenships and
resources, iU is in their material

interests to subscribe to the general
son-preference which characterises
this culture, and they Invest in &
great deal of 'selfless’ devotlon In
order to win their s=ons as allies and
Insurance agalnst an uncertain
[uiure, ‘Materpal altrnadsm’ in the
northern Indian plain s likely to be
biased towards sons and can be
SEEN AS wonen's response to
patriarchal risk. Women are noi
entirely powerless, of course, but
thelr subversion of male decision-
making power tends (o be covert.
The use of trusted allies (relatives
or neighbours) to conduct amall
businesses on their behalf. the
secret lending and borrowing of
maoney, and negotintions around the
meaning of gender ldeologles of

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

purdah and motherhood, are some
af the strategies by which women
have resisied male power (Absduilah
and Zeldenstein, 1982: While,
1992]. That their resistance talkes
this clandestine form reflects their
lack of options outside houaehold
cooperation and the concomilant
high risks assoclated with open
conflict (Kabeer 1996:1249),

In keeping with the sociological
tradition of guestioning taken for
granted commonsense assumptions,
this chapter has critically examined the
processes of cooperation, competition
and conflict. The sociological approach
does not see these procesaes as ‘natural’
It further relates them 1o other social
developments, In the following
paragraphs vou will read from a
snciological study done on land relations
and the Bhoodan-Cramdon rmovement
in India. Read box and see how
cooperation In soclety can be
sociologically related to technology and
the economic arrangements of
production.

Land Conflicts
Hﬂ.rhahh.ﬂ-m_lpulhﬂd‘ﬂﬂu‘mdﬂﬂm.&mil Mathu Ahir (Patel] in the year 1956,

by maorigaging (informally] 2 acres of land,
Gmrpathmmnmm-:laimtdth:la:ﬁ

Nathu refused to return the land to Ganpat. Ganpat could not take to legal
MHWMWmmhmtmma. Under the
Ganpat had resoried 1o violence and forcefully cultivated the Tand
hlﬂﬁﬂﬁh:jmrﬂﬁﬂﬂrﬂmdmﬂ Ganpat. being a police constable, could influence
the police officials. When the Patel weni to Phulera {the pofice thana headguarters)
he was hﬂmtuﬂ::pu!b:-ﬂaﬂmandmﬁnmrdmagmcﬂmthtmﬂﬂmthe

clream

land back to Ganpal. Later a mesting of

mmymgtwnmhtdwﬁmpﬂreuﬂmdmthmm

Source: Oommen. T.K., 1972 Charisma.

Bhoodan-Gramdan Movement in India, p.84. Thompson Press, New Delhi,

In the same year Harbaksh died and
back in 1958 and he offered Rs 200.

Stability and Change: An Analysis of
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The advent of technology had also reduced the necessity for cooperation, For
Instance, for the operation of a Charas, an indigenous device of well irrigation, one
requires 2 pairs of bullecks and four men, An ordinary peasant cannof alford the
mutuffumbuﬂmksnrmnmg:hmmhﬂdmmthurﬂmmquﬁndmmﬂ
mmwmmmmmm&:@mm men from other househokls
fein, nelghbours. friends. ete.] assuring similar services tn return. But if a Charas
ia replaced by a Rehat {persian wheel) for irmigation which calls for a heavier capital
Investment. one needs only ene palr of bullocks and one person for its operation.
The niecessity gf vooperation in the context of irigation is reduced by o heaier copital
inuvestmerdt and an effictent technedogy. Thuas, the level of technology inoa- system
mm’ﬂﬂ:rmlnnﬂi:mdfnrcmpl:raﬂmh:tmm and groups.
Source: Oommen. T.E., 1972 Charlsm, Siabiiihy and E.hm?e“ An A[ummt&.'uj

Bhoodan-Gramdoan Movement in India, p. 88, Thompson Press, New Delhi,

Activity 10
Read the following account of land
conflict, Identify the different social
groups within it and naotice the role
of power and sccess (o resources.

Conclusion

The effort in this chapter is to
understand the relationship between
structure and stratification on the
one hand and the social processes of
cooperation. competition and conflict
on the other. You would have noticed

that the three social processes are
different, yet they often co-exist,
overlap and sometimes exizsi in a
concealed fashion, as evident in the
above discussion about forced
cooperation. We end with two
activities that report real life events
that help you to use your sociological
understanding to explore the manner
in which the three processes operate
for social groups that are
differentially located in the social
structure and the stratification
systens.

Activity 11

Read the report carefully and discuss the relationship between social structure,
stratification and social processes. Describe how the characters Santosh and Pushpa
ar:nmuhninndbytﬁ:mﬂummturca:rdulrattﬂnatbnﬁyatm I= it possible Lo
{dentify the three soclal processes of cooperation, competition and confllet o thelr
lives? Can these marmiages be seen as provesses of cooperation? Can these marriages
be seen as actions that people conscioushy adopt Inorder to survive in the competitive
job market since married couples are preferred? Is there any sign of conflict?

Outlook 8 May 2006

“Meet the Parents: Teen marriages, migrant labour and cane factories in crisis.
A vicious cycle.”
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It iz the spme old story, ondy with a few twisis, Santosh Shinde, 14, son of hndless
labourers who take a loan of Bs 85,000 to educate him, Now the monecylender
wants the loan to be repaid, so the cash sirapped Shindes take a salary advance
from the only man offering jobs around town, a sugarcane factory contractor,
Problem ts that they are just a husband. a wife and gawky boy. So the Shindes
hurriedly find a bride for Santash: ancther 14 vear old, Pushpa, who accompantes
them from their village in Maharashtra’s Osmanabad district to Ramataka. They
slop en roule for a no-frills marriage al o temple,

«..There's even a name for it. ‘gatekin’. It probably comes from the makeshift camps
these migrant labotrers set up oulside the factory gatesiin the cane-culting season,
Contractors prefer marmed couples to single boys as they are more likely to stay on
at the factories for months, _ i

- With western Mahamshira's cane factories — which once produeced nearly a third
urh'idiaﬁaugaruu.tpm—iua state of crisls, jobs for migrant labourers have dried up..
Some estimates say the factories have accumulated losses of over s I.Eﬁl crore, and
this year 120 of the l'??suga:l‘a.ctmdcﬂmmfurmdmmﬂurﬂmﬂmtrtnﬂa 1,650
erore ballout package. But the trickle down hag been harsher on the migrant labour,
out in the fields cutting cane feverishly during the sbe-month-long season. Thelr chances
of getting jobs have becomse harder, and wages have plunimeted.

.. Gangly Santosh, now 16 and sporting a ahﬂgg]}'mnuamthl: has jusit finished his
Emmuﬂcwﬁcmuhpatuukhur}ﬂimﬂma Pushpa, a good student, balances
her academic ambitions with caring for a one-and-#-hall-year-old son. Then there's
home and Iah-uurmthtﬂtic’ﬁ As she says, "My marmiage was so quiclk, | wonder
sometimes — when dhﬂg&nurrm] when did all this happen?. Asked if her
health has suffered. the young mother says *1 try not to think about things [ can't
control, Inatead I focus on what 1 can do now,™ Her in-laws have said she can stady
harther only if she gets a scholarship. Otherwise. the young couple will migrate
to Mumbai to work At 8 construction site,

Activity 12

Bead the report carefully and contrast the competitton that Vikram and Nitin face
with that of Santesh and Pushpa in Activity 11,

The Week (7 May 2006) carried a special feature titled “The New Workaholics:
Thetr Goals, Money, Risks Health”.

As the Indian economy gallops at 8 per cent, firing on all evlinders, thousands
of jobs are being created In every sphere of business resulting in changing atiitudes
and work styles, Youryg professionals want rewsards instantly, Promotions must come
Jast and quick. And money — exceptional salares. perks and bg increments —
the prime motivator, makes the workd go round, Vikram Samant. 27, who recently
Joined a BPO, makes no bones about quitting his last job for a betier salary,
“Money is imporiant bul my new emplovers are fully aware that 'm worth every
mipee pald te me,” he reascns.
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MHMMMWHWMMWMWWMM
mthn’tlmdtm‘htaﬂ:t g at a measured pace. “Yes, | want the next
quickly, not when | am to go bald,” says Nitin, who refused to wait arournd
for the next higjt:mpanﬂ hopped from ICICT (o Etnndarﬂ{:haﬁ:md wﬂln;m:lﬂm‘l
and then to Optimix as zonal manager [emphasis original).

GLOSSARY

Altruism: The principle of acting e benelil others without any selfishness or
aelf-interesi.

Alienation: Marx used the term to refer o the loss of control on the part ol workers
over the nature of the labour task, and over the products of their labour.

Anomie: For Durkheim, a social condition where the norms guiding conduct break
down, leaving individuals without soclal restralnt or guldance. A& situatlon of
normlessness,

Capitalism: An cconomic system in which the means of production are privately
owned and organised o accumulate profits within a market framework. in which
labowr is provided by waged workers.

Division of Labour: The speciali=ation of work tasks. by means of which different
occupations are combdined within a production sysiem, Al societies have al
least some rudimentary form of division of labour especially between the tasks
allocated o men and those performed by women, With the development of
industrialism, however, the division of labour became more complex than in
any prior type of production syatem. In the modern world. the division of labour
i= international in scope,

Dominant Ideclogy: Sharcd ldeas or belicfs which serve to justify the interests of
dominant groups. Such idectogies are found in all societies In which they are
systematic and endrained inegualities bedween groups. The concept of deology
connects closely with that of power, since ideclogical systema serve to legitimise

the differential power which groups hold.

Individualism: Docirines or ways of thinking that focus on the autonomous
irdividual, rather than on the group,

Laissez-faire Liberalism: A political and coonomic approach based on the general
principle of non-interference in the economy by government and freedom for markets
and property owners,

Mechanical Solidarity: According to Durkheim, traditional cultures with o low
division of labour are charactertsed by mechanical solidarity. Because most members
of the society are immlved in similar ocoupations, they are bound together by
common experience and shared belieds,
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Modernity: A term designed to encapsulate the distinetiveness, complexity and
dynamism of social processes unleashed during the 18th and 19th centuries
which mark a distinet break from traditlonal ways of lving.

Organic Solidarity: According (o Durkheim, societies characierised by organic
solidarity are held together by peoples cconomic interdependence and a recogniilon
of the importance of others” contributions, As the division of labour becomes more
complex, people become more and more dependent on one another, because each
person needs goods and services that those in other cccupations supply.
Relatonships of economic reciprocity and mutual dependency come to replace
sharex] beliefs in creating social consensus.

Social Constraint: A term referming to the fact that the groups and societies of
whichwe are a part exert a conditoning influence on our behaviowur: Secial constraint
was regarded by Durkheim as one of the distinetbve properties of ‘social facts',

Structures: Hefers generally to constructed frameworks and patterns of
organisation, which in some way constrain or direct humean bebaviour.

EXERCISES

1, Discuss the dilferent tasks that demand cooperation with relerence to
agriculiural or industrial operations,

2, Is cooperation always voluntary or is it enforced? If enforced, is it sanctions or
i= the strength of norms thal ensore cooperation? Discuss with examples,

3. Can vou find illustrative examples of conflict drawn from Indian sockety?
DHscuss (he causes that led to conflicl in each instance.

Write an essav based on examples to show how conflicts get resolved.

Imagine a society where there is ne competition. s it possible? 1T not,
why not?

6. Talk to your parents and elders, grandparents and their contemporaries and
discuss whether modern soclety 1s really more competitive or confiict ridden
than it used to be before. And if vou think it is, how would you explain this

sociologlcally?
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SociaL CHANGE AND SociaL OrDER IN RUuraL anND
URBAN SOCIETY

It is often sald that change is the
only unchanging aspectl of sociely.
Anyone living in modern sociely does
not need to be reminded that constant
change is among the most permanenid
features of our soclety. In fact, the
discipline of sociology itsell emerged
as an effort to make sense of the rapid
changes that Western European
society had experienced between the
seventeenth and nineteenth centuries.

But though social change
seems such a comumion and obvioos
[act about modern life, 1t is -
comparatively speaking — a very new
and recent fact, It is estimated that
human beings have existed on planet

earth jor approximaiely 500,000 [five
lakh} years, bul they have had a
civilized existence for only abowt 6,000
vears. Of these civilised years, it is only
in the last 400 vears that we have seen
constant and rapid change: even
within these years of change, the pace
has accelerated only in the last 100
vears, Because the speed with which
changes happens has been increasing
steadily, it is probably true that in the
last hundred vears, change has been
faster in the last Aty yvears than in
the first fifty. And within the last fifty
vears., the world may have changed
more In the last twenty years than in
the first thirty,.,

The Clock of Human History

Human beings heve exsted on earth for about hall s million years.  Agricoliure,
the necessary basis of xed settlements, 18 only aboul twelve thousand vears old,
Civilisations date back no more than six thousand yvears or so. I§we were to think
of the entire span of human existence thus far as a day [stretching from midnlght
to midnight), agriculture would have come into existence at 11:56 pm and
civilizations at 11:567, The development of modern societies wnuld get underway
anly al 1168 and 30 seconds! Yet perhaps as much change has laken place in
thee laat thirty seconds of this hman day as 1nall the time leading upto it
Fraom: Anthony Giddens, 2004 Sociodogy, 4ih edition, p,40.
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Activity 1

Talk to your clders and make a lisi
of the things in your life that: {a) did
not exist when your parents were
wyour age: and [b) did not exist when
Eg: Black & white/colour TV;
milk in plastic bags, zip fasteners
on clothes; plastic buckets; ete. -
did It exist in your parents’/
- Canyou alao make a liat of things
thal existed in your parenis’/
grandparents’, time but don't exist

in your thme?

Sociar CHANGE

'‘Social change’ Is such a general term
that it can be. and often is, used o
refer Lo almost any Kind of change not
gualified by some other term, such as
economic or political change.
Sociologists have had to work hard to
limit this broad meaning In order to
make the term more specific and
hence useful for social theory, At the
mast basic level, social change refers
to changes that are significant - that
is, changes which alter the ‘underlying
structure of an object or situation over
a period of time' [Giddens. 2005:42),
Thus social change does not inchide
any and all changes, but only big ones,
changes which transform things
fundamentally. The ‘bigness’ of
change is measured not only by how
much change it brings about, but also
by the scale of the change, that is, by
how large a section of society it affects.
In other words, changes have o be
both intensive and extensive - have a

big impact spread over a large sector
of society - in order to qualify as social
change.

Even after this kind of
specification, social change still
remains a very broad term. Attempis
to further gualily it usually rv Lo
classify it by iis sources or causes; by
its nature, ar the kind of impact it has
on sociely: and by its pace or speed.

For example, evolution is the name
given to a kind of change that takes
place slowly over a long period of time.
This term was made famous by the
natural scientist Charles Darwin, who
proposed a theory of how living
organisms evolve — or change slowly
over several centuries or even milleniza,
by adapting themselves to natural
circumstances. Darwin's theory
emphasized the idea of ‘the survival of
the fittest” — only those life forms
manage Lo survive who are best
adapied to thelr environment; those
that arc unable to adapt or are too slow
to do so die out in the long run. Darwin
auggested that human beings evolved
from sea-borne life forms (or varieties
of fish) to land-based mammals,
passing through various stages the
highest of which were the various
varieties of menkeyvs and chimpanzees
until finally the homo sapiens or
human form was evolved. Although
Darwin's theory refered to natural
processes, it was soon adapted to the
social world and was termed ‘social
Darwindam', & theory that emphasized
the importance of adaptive change. In
contrast to evolutionary change,
change that ocours comparatively
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quickly, even suddenly, is sometimes
called ‘revolutionary change’, It is used
mainly in the political context, when
the power structure of society changes
very rapidly through the overthrow of
a former ruling class or group by iis
challengers. Examples include the
French revolufion [(1789-93] and the
Soviet or Russian revolution of 1917.
Bul the term has also been used more
generally to refer to sharp. sudden and
total transformations of other kinds as
well, such as in the phrase ‘industrial
revalution” or ‘telecommunications
revolutlion’, and so on.

Activity 2
Refer 1o the discussions about the
mehRnuhlﬂmmdth:hﬂuutﬂﬂ_
Revelution which you have come
across. before in your t::thﬁql::,a

What were the major

that each brought abou m
these dlEEI‘I.ﬂI!& qualify | tn hl!"l.‘iﬂllﬂr.‘l
“wocial ﬂhmgﬁ whangﬁ
1o qualify as ‘revulumnr:.r

What other kinds of social ¢

Thave you mmtfaf.‘lmmynu:'iamkﬂ
which might not gualify as
revolutionary change? Why would
they not qualll}r? L

Types of change that are identified
by their nature or impact nclude

siructural change and changes In
ideas, values and beliefs. Struciural

change refers to transformations in
ithe siructure of society, to lis
institutions or the rules by which
these institutions are run, [(Recall the
discussion of social structure from the

LR DERSTANIDIMNG SOCIETY

previous chapter.) For example, the
emergence of paper money as
currency marked a major change in
the organisation of financial markets
and transactions, Uniil this change
came about, most forms of currency
involved precious metals like gold and
gilver. The value of the coin was
directly linked to the value of the gold
or silver it contained. By contrast, the
value of a paper currency note has no
relationship to the value of the paper
it is printed on, or the cost of its
printing. The idea behind paper
money was thal a medium or means
for facilitating the exchange of goods
and services need not itsell be
intrinsically valuable. As long as i
represents values convincingly — e,
as long as it inspires trust — almost
anvihing can function as money, This
idea was the foundation for the credit
market and helped change the
airucture of banking and finance.
These changes in turn produced
further changes in the organisation of
econonic lfe,

Changes in values and beliefs can
also lead Lo social change. For
example, changes in the ideas and
beliels about children and childhood
have brought about very mportant
kinds of soclal change, there was a
time when children were simply
consldered small adulis — there was
na special concept of childhood as
such, with its associated notions of
what was right or wrong for children
to do. As late as the 19th century for
example, it was considered good and
proper that children start to work as
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soon as they were able to. Children
were often helping their families at
work from the age of five or six; the
early factory system depended on the
labour of children, It was during the
19th and carly 20th centuries that
ideas aboutl childhood as a special
stage of life gained influence, It then
became unthinkable for small
children to be at work, and many
couniries passed laws banning child
labour. At the same time, there
emerged ideas about compulsory
education, and children were
supposed (o be in school rather than
at work, and many laws were passed
for this as well. Although there are

some industries in our country that
even today depend on child labour at
least partially [such as carpet weaving,
small tea shops or restaurants, match-
stick making, and so on), child labour
is lllegal and employers can he
punished as criminals.

But by far the most common way
of classifying soclal change is by its
CHUSES OF sources.  Sometimes the
causes are pre-classified Into
internal (or endogenous] and
external [or exogenous] causes.
There are flve broad vpes of sources
or causes ol social change:
environmental,  technological,

economic, political and cultural,
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A child deing skilled work

Environment

Mature, ecology and the physical
environment have always had a
significant influence on the structure
and shape of society. This was
particularly true in the past when
human beings were unable to control
or overcome the effects of nature. For
example, people living in a desert
environment were unable to practise
settled agriculture of the sort that was
possible in the plains, near rivers and
g0 on. So the kind of food they ate or
the clothes they wore, the way they
earned thelr livelihood. and thelr
patterns of social Interaction were all
determined to a large extent by the
physical and climatic conditions of

their environment. The same was true

for people living in very cold climates,
or in port towns, along major trade
routes or mountain passes, or in fertile
river valleys, But the extent to which
the environment Influences society
has been decreasing over time with the
increase in technological respurces,
Technology allows us to overcome or
adapt to the problems posed by
nature, thus reducing the differences
between societies living in different
sorts of environments, On the other
hand, technology also alters nature
and our relationship to it in new ways
{see the chapter on environment in
this book]. So it is perhaps more
accurate (o say that the effect of
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The earth caves in after heavy floods

nature on society is changing rather
than simply declining.

But how, vou might ask, does this
affect social change? The environment

may have shaped societles, but how did
it play any role in social change? The
easiest and most powerful answer to
this gquestion can be found in natural
disasters. Sudden and catastrophic
events such as earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, oods, or tidal waves (like
the tsunami that hit Indonesia. Srl
Lanka, the Andaman Islands and parts
of Tamil Nadu in December 2004) can
change societles quite drastically.
These changes are often frreversible,
that is, they are permanent and don't
allow a return to the way things were.
For example, it is quile possible that
many of those whosze livelihoods were
destroyed by the tsunami will never be
ahble to return to them again, and that
many of the coastal villages will have
their social structure completely
altered. There are numerous instances
of natural disasters leading to a total
transformation and sometimes tolal
destruction of societies in history.
Environmental or ecological factors
need not only be destructive 1o cause
change. they can be constructive as
well. A good example is the discovery
of oil in the desert regions of West Asia
falso called the Middle East). Like the
discovery of gold in California in the
19th century, oil reserves in the Middle
East have completely transformed the
gocieties in which they were found.
Countries like Saudi Arabia, Kuwalt or
the United Arab Emirates would be very
different today without their oil wealth,

Technology and Economy
The combination of technological and
economic change has been responsible
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for immense social changes, specially
in the modern perfod. Technology
affects soclety in a wide variety of
ways., As seen above, it can help us to
resisl, control, adapt 1o or harness
nature in different ways. In
combination with the very powerful
institution of the market, technological
change can be as impressive in its
social impact as natural factors like a
tsunami or the discovery of ofl. The
most famous instance of massive and
immediately vizible soclal change
brought about by technologlcal change
is the Industral Revolution itsell,
which vou have already read about.
You will surely have heard of the
massive sorcial impact made by the
sieam engine, The discovery of steam
power allowed emerging forms of large
scale indusisy o use of a source of
cnergy that was not only far stronger
than animals or human beings. but
was also capable of continuous
operation without the need for rest.
When harnessed to modes of transport
like the steam ship and the railway, it
transformed the economy and social
geography of the world. The railroad
enabled the westwand expansion of
industry and trade on the American
continent and in Asia. In India too.
the rallways have played a very
important role in shaping the
economy. specially in the first century
after thelir introduction in 1853,
Steamships made ocean vovages
much faster and much more reliable.
thereby changing the dynamics of
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international trade and migration.
Both these developments created
gigantic ripples of change which
affected not only the sconomy but also
the social, cultural and demographic
dimensions of world society.

The importance and impact ol
asteam power became visible relatively
quickly: however, sometimes, the
social impact of technological changes
becomes visible only retrospectively.
A technological invention or discovery
may produce limited immediate
elfects, as though [t were lying
dormant. Some later change in the
economic context may suddenly
change the social significance of the
same invention and give it recognition
as a historic eveni. Examples of this
are the discovery of gunpowder and
writing paper in China, which had
only limited impact for centuries until
they were inserted into the context of
modernizing Western Eurcpe. From
that vantage point, given the
advantage of enabling circumstances,
gunpowder helped to transform the
technology of warfare and the paper-
print revolution changed society
forever, Another example closer home
is the case of technological innovations
In the texiile indusiry in Britain. In
combination with market forces and
imperial power. the new spinning and
weaving machines destroved the
handloom industry of the Indian
subcontinent which was, until then,
the largest and most advanced In the
wioled.
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Activity 3
Have you notleced oiher such

technological changes which have
soclal consequences ln].lmn'm life?
Think of the photo-copying machine
and its impact. Have you ever
thought of what things were lke
before pholo-copving became s
cheap and frecly available? Another
example could be the STD telephone
boothz, Try to find out how people
communicated hefore these
lelephione booths hacd appm':d arc
very few hﬂmﬂﬂ ‘had telephone
connections, Make a list of other
such examples.

Sometimes changes in economic
orgatisation that are not directly
technological can also change society.
In a well-known historical example,
plantation agriculture — that is. the
growing of single cash crops like
sugarcane. tea or cotfon on a large
scale — created a heavy demand for
labour., This demand helped io
eslablizh the institution of slavery and
the slave irade between Africa, Europe
and the Americas between the 17th
and 18th centuries. In India, toa, the
Lea plantations of Assam imwolved the
forced migration of labour from
Eastern India |specially the Adivasi
areas ol Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh).
Today. In many parts of the world.
changes in customs dutles or tarilis
brought about by international
agreements and institutions like the
World Trade Organisation, can lead fo
entire industries and occupations
belng wiped out or (less often) sudden
booms or periods of prosperity for
other industries or occupations.

Politics

In the old ways of writing and
recounting history, the actions of
kings and queens scemed to be the
most important forces of social
change. But as we know now, kings
and gqueens were Lthe representatives
of larger political, social and economic
trends, Individuals may indeed have
had roles to play, but they were part
of a larger context. In this sense,
political forces have surely becn
among the most important causes of
social change, The clearesi examples
are found in the history of warfare.
When one sociely waged war on
another and conquercd or was
congquersd, social change was usually
AT immediate CONSEqUEence.
Sometimes, congquerors brought the
seeds of change and planted them
wherever they went, At other times,
the conquered were actually
auceessiul in planting seeds of change:
among the conquerors and
transformed their societies. Although
there are many such examples in
history, it is interesting to consider a
modern instance — that of the United
States and Japan,

The United States won a famous
victory over Japan In the Second World
War, partly through the use of a
weapon of mass destruction never
seen before In human history, the
nuclear bomb.  After the Japanese
surrender, the United States cceupied
and ruled over Japan for several vears,
bringing about lots of changes.
including land reform in Japan.
Japanese indusiry, at that time, was
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trying very hard to copy American
industry and learn from it. By the
19703, however, Japanese Industrial
techniques, specially in ficlds like car
manufacturing. had gone far ahead of
the Americans, Between the 1970s
and 198%0s, Japanese indusiry
dominated the world and forced
changes in the industrial organisation
of Europe and specially the United
States. The Indusirial landscape of
the United States in particular was
decisively altered by the impact of
Japanese Indusirial technology and
production organisalion. Large,
traditionally dominant industries like
steel, automobiles and heavy
engineering suffered major setbacks
and had to resiructure themselves
according to Japanese technological
and management principles.
Emerging ficlds like electronics were
also pionesred by the Japanese. In
short, within the apace of four
decades, Japan had turned the tables
on the United States, but through
economic and technological means
rather than warfare.

Political changes need not only be
internatiomal — fhevy can have
enormous social impact even at home.
Although yvou may nol have thought
of it this way, the Indian independence
movement did not only bring about
political change in the form of the end
of British rule, it also decisively
changed Indian society. A more recent
instance s to be found in the MNepali
people’s rejection of monarchy in
20068, More generally, political
changes bring about social change
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through the redistribution of power
across different social groups and
classes.

Considered from this viewpoint,
universal adult franchise — or the "one
person, onc vote' principle — is
probably the single biggesat political
change in history., Uniil modern
democracies formally empowered the
people with the vote, and until
elections became mandatory for
exercising legitimate power, sociely
was siructured very differently. Kings
and queens claimed o rule by divine
right. and they were not really
answerable to the common people.
Even when democratic principles of
voting were first introduced, they did
not include the whole population —
in fact only a small minority could
vole, or had any say in the formation
of the government. In the beginning,
the vote was restricted to those who
were born Into high status social
groups of a particular race or ethnicity,
or to wealthy men who owned
property,  All women, men of lower
classes or subordinated ethnicities, and
the poor and working people in gencral
were not allowed tovole.

It is only through long struggles
that universal adult franchise came o
be established as a norm. OFf course,
this did not aboelish all the inequalities
of previous eras. Even today, not all
countries follow democratic forms of
rule; even where elections are held,
they can be manipulated; and peoaple
can continue to be powerless to
influence the decisions of their
government. Bui despite all this, it
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cannat be denied that universal adult
franchise serves as a powerful norm
that exerts pressure on every soctety
and every government. Governments
must now at least appear (o seek the
approval of the people in order to be
considered legitimate. This has
brought massive zocial changes in
its wake.

Cuolture

Culture is used here as a short label
for a very wide field of ideas, values,
heliefs, thal are imporiant o people
and help shape their lives. Changes
in such ideas and beliefs lead naturally
to changes in social life. The
commonest cxample of a socio-
cultural institution that has had
enormous soclal Impact i1s religlon.
Religious belicfs and norms have
helped organise society and it is hardly
surprising that changes in these
beliefs have helped transform society.
S important has religlon been, that
some scholars have tended to define
clvilisations in religious terms and to
sce history as the process of
interaction between religions.
However. as with other important
factors of social change, religion too
is contextual — it is able to produce
effects In some contexts but not in
others. Max Weber's study ‘The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism’ showed how the religious
beliefs of some Christlan Protestant
sects helped to establish the capitalist
social system. It remains one of the
moast famous examples of the impact
of cultural values on economic and

social change. In India {oo we find
many examples of religion bringing
about social change, Among the best
known arc the impact of Buddhism on
social and political life in ancient India,
and the widespread influence of the
Bhaktl Movement on medieval social
structure including the caste system.

A different example of cultural
change leading to social change can
be seen in the evolution of ideas abauat
the place of women in society. In the
modern era, as women have struggled
for equality, they have helped change
socicty in many wavs. Women's
siruggles have also been helped or
hindered by other historical
circumstances, For example, during
the Second World War, women in
western couniries staried o work [n
factories doing jobs that they had
never done belore, jobs which had
always been done by men, The [act
that women were able to build ships.,
operate heavy machinery, manufacture:
armaments and so on, helped
establish their claims to equality, But
it is equally true that, had it not been
for the war, they would have had to
struggle for much longer. A very
different instance of change produced
by the position of women can be seen
in consumer advertising. In most
urban societies, it is women who take
mosl af the everyday decisions about
what to buy for their households, This
has made advertisers very sensitive to
the views and perspectives of women
as consumers, Significant proportions
of advertising expenditure are now
directed at women, and this in tarn
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has effects on the media. In shart, the
economic rmole of women staris a chain
of changes which can have a larger
social impact. For example,
advertisements may tend to show
women as declsion-makers and as
important people in ways that would
not have been considered or
encouraged before. More gencrally.
most advertisements nsed Lo be
addressed to men: now they are
addressed as much to women, or, in
some. sectors  like household
appllances and consumer goods,
mainly to women. So il is now
econamically Important for advertisers
and manufacturers to pay attention
to whatl women think and feel,

Yel another Instance of cultural
change bringing about sorial change
can be found in the history of sports.
Games and sports have always been
expressions of popular culture that
sometimes acguire a lot of
importance. The game of cricket
began as a British aristocratic
pastimee, spread to fhe middle and
working classes of Britain. and from
there (o British colonies across the
world, As the game acquired roots
outside Britain, it often turned into a
symbal of national or racial pride.
The very different history of intense
rivalry in cricket shows the social
importance of sport In a very telling
manner. The England-Australia
rivalry expressed the resentment of
the socially subordinated colony
[Australial against the dominant
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upper class centre of authority
(England). Similarly, the complete
world dominance of the West Indics
cricket team during the 1970s and
12803, was also an expression of
racial pride on the part of a colonised
people. In India, too, beating England
al ericket was always seen as
something special, particularly before
independence. At another level, the
immense popularity of cricket in the
Indian sub-continent has altered the
commercial profile of the game which
is now driven by the interests of South
Asian lans, specially Indians.

As will be clear from the ahove
discussion, no single factor or theory
can account for social change. The
causzes of social change may be
internal or external, the result of
deliberate actions or accidental
events, Moroover, the causes of social
rhange are often interrelated.
Economic and technelogical causecs
may also have a cultural component,
politics may be influenced by
environment. If is important to be
aware of the many dimensions of
social change and its varied forms.
Change is an important subject for
us because the pace of change In
modern and specially contemporary
times I8 much faster than what it
used o be before. Although social
change Is better understood
retrospectively — after it has already
occurred — we alzo need o be aware
of it as it happens, and to prepare for
it in whatever ways we cafl.
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Social ORDER

The meaning of social events or
processes often becomes clear
through contrasts, just as the letters
on the page that vou are reading
become legible because they contrast
against the background. In the same
way, sccial change as a process
acguires meaning against the
backdrop of continuity or lack of
change, It may sound odd, but
change makes sense as a concept
only if there are also some things that
are not changing, so that theyv offer
the possibility of comparison or
contrast. In other words, social
change has to be understood together
with social order, which is the
Lendency within established social
systems that resists and regulates
charnre.

Another way of looking at the
relationship between social chande
and social order = {0 think about the
possible reasons why society needs to
prevent, discourage, or at least control
change. In order to establish itself as
a strong and viable social system.
cvery society must be able to
reproduce itselfl over time and
maintain its stability. Stability
requires that things continue more or
less as they are — that people continue
to follow the same rules. thal similar
actions produce similar results, and
more generally, that individuals and
institutions behave in a [airly
predictable manner.

Activity 4
We are used 1o thinking of sameness
as bortng and change as exciting: thia
is also Lroe, of cotrse — change can
be fun and lack of change can be
really dull, But think of what life
would be lile i you were forced (o
‘change all the time... What if you
never, ever gol the same food for
lunch — every day something
different. and never the same thing:
twice, regardless of wh-al;hﬂ“gq
fiked it or noi? Here iz a s
thnught — what if every | tln:m you
came back from schpﬂ‘thmt were
different people at home, different
parents, different brothers and
;ﬁmh. 7 What if whenever you
‘played your favourite game —
E-at‘m.ll valleyball, hockey
and so m‘h—’ﬂﬁnﬂmm different .
each umg? “Think of other areas of
]rm{]i-fnwl‘mmmulﬂ]ﬂn:thlnﬁ
w'ﬂutdmngetmqumuy Are there
of your fife where you want
e to change quickly? Try to
‘HJ.'Lnlq;.' about the reasons why you
want or don't want change in

particular instances.

The above argument was an
abstract and general one about the
possible reasons why societies may
need to resist change, But there are
usually more concrete and specific
reasons why societies do in fact resist
change. Remember what you read
about social structure and social
siratification in Chapter 1. MosL
societies most of the time are stratifled
in unequal ways, that is, the different
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strata are differently positioned with
respect Lo command over economic
resources, social status and political
power. It is not surprising that those
who are Tavourably placed wish for
things to continue as they are, while
those who are suffering disadvaniages
are anxious for change. So the ruling
or dominant groups In society
generally resist any social changes
that may alter their status, because
they have a vested interest in stability.
On the other hand, the subordinated
or oppressed groups have a vested
interest in change. ‘Normal’ conditions
usually favour the rich and powerful.,
and they are able to resist change,
This is another broad reason why
societles are generally stable,

Howvever, the noton of social order
is nol resiricted to the idea of
resisiance to change, i also has a
more positive meaning, It refers lo the
active maintenance and reproduction
of particular pattern of social relations
and of values and norms, Broadly
speaking, social order can be achieved
in one of two ways — when people
spontaneously wish to abide by a set
of rules and norms; or when people
are compelled in various ways to obey
such norms. Every society emplovs a
combination of these methods to
sustain social erder,

Spontaneous conzent to social
order derives ultimately from shared
values and norms which are
internalised by people through the
process of socialisation. [Revisit the
discussion of socialisation in
Introducing Sociology), Soclalisation
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may be more or less efficient in
different contexts, but however
effictent it is. it can never completely
crase the will of the individual. In
other words, socialisation cannot turn
people Into programmed robots — it
cannot produce complete and
permanent consent for all norms at
all times. You may have experienced
this in your own lives: rules or beliefs
which seem very natural and right at
one point of time, don't seem so0
obwviously correct af other (imes. We
guestion things we belleved In the
past, and change our minds about
what we regard as right or wrong.
Somelimes, we may even return Lo
beliefls we once held and then
abandoned, only to rediscover them
afresh at some later stage of life or in
different circumstances, So, while
sociallsation does take on much of the
burden of producing social order, it is
never enough by itself,

Thus, most modern socicties mwst
also depend on some form of power or
coercion to ensure that institutions
and indidduals conform to established
social norms. Power is usually defined
as the ability to make others do what
vou wanl regardless of what they
thems=elves want. When a relationship
of power is stable and settled, and the
parties involved have become
accustomed 1o their relative positions,
we have g situaton of domination, I
a social enlity [a person, institution
or group) is routinely or habitually in
a position of power, It {5 said to be
dominant. [nnormal times, dominant
institutions, groups or individuals
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exercise a decisive influence on society.
It is not as though they are never
challenged, but this happens only in
abnormal or extracrdinary times. Even
though it implies that people are being
forced to do things they don't
necessarily want (o do, domination in
normal times can be guite ‘smooth’, in
the sense of appraring to be without
friction or tension. [(Revisit the
discussion of ‘forced cooperation’ from
Chapter 1. Why. for example, did
wormen not want to claim their rights
in thelr families of hirth? Why did they
‘vonsent” to the patriarchal norm?)

Domination, Authority and Law

How iz it that domination can e non-
confrontational even when it clearly
involves unegual relationships where
costs and benefits are unevenly
distributed? Part of the answer we have
already gol from the discussion of the
previous chapter — dominant groups
extract cooperation in unegual
relationships because of their power,
But why does this power work? Does
it work purely because of the threat of
thie use of foree? This is where we come
tn an important concept in sociology,
that of legitimation.

In social terms, legitimacy refers
i the degree of accepiance that is
involved in  power relations.
Something that is legitimate Is
accepted as proper. just and fitting.
In the broadest sense, it is
acknowledged to be part of the social
contract that is currently prevailing.
In short, legitimacy implies conformity
to existing norms of right. propriety

and justice. We have already seen how
power is defined in society; power in
It=ell Is simply a fact — it can be elther
legitimate or not. Authority is defined
by Max Weber as legitimate power —
that is. power considered 1o be
justified or proper. For example, a
police officer, a judge, or a schoaol
teacher all exercise different kinds of
authority as part of their jobs, This
authority is explicitly provided to them
by their official job description — there
are written documents specifving their
authoriiy, and what they may and may
nol do.

The fact that they have authority
automatically Implies that other
members of society — who have
agreed to ablde by Its rules and
regulations — must obey this authority
withir its proper domain, The domain
of the judge |s the court room, and
when citizens are in the court, they are
aupposed (o obey the judge or defer to
her/his authority, Qutside the
courtroom, the judge is supposed to
be like any other citizen. So, on the
street, 5/he must obey the lawful
authority of the palice officer. When
on duty, the policeman or woman has
autharity over the public actions of all
clitizens except her/his superior
officers, But police officers do not have
jurisdiction over the private activilies
of citizens as long as they are not
suspected of being unlawful. In
different way — different because the
nature of the authority involved is less
sirictly or explicitly defined — ihe
teacher has authority over her/his
pupils in the classroom. The anthority
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of the teacher does not extend inlo the
home of the pupil where parents or
guardians have primary responsibility
and authority over their children.
There may be other forms of
authority that are not so strictly
defined, but are nevertheless effective
in eliciting consent and cooperation.
A good example Is the authority
wielded by a religious leader. Although
some institutionalised religions may
have partly formalised this authority.
but the leader of a gect or other less-
institutlionatised minor religious group
may wield enormous aulhority
without it being formalised, Similarly
reputed scholars, artisis, writers and
other intellectuals may wield a lot of
authority In thelr respective fields
without it being formalised. The same
i% lrue of a criminal gang leader — he
or she may exercise absolute anthorty
but without any lormal specifications.
The difference between explicitly
codified and more informal authority
is relevant to the notion of the law, A
law iz an explicitly codified norm or
rule. It is usaally written down, and
there are laws that specify how laws
are to be made or changed, or what 15
to be done if someone violates them,
A modern democratic society has a
given body of laws created through 1ts
legislature, which consist ol elected
representatives, The laws of the land
are enacted in the name of the people
of that land by the people’s
representatives, Thiz law forms the
formal body of rules according to
which society will be governed, Laws
apply to all citizens. Whether or not 1
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as an Individual agree with a
particular law. it has binding force on
me as a citizen, and on all other
citizens similarly regardless of their
beliels.

So. domination works through
power, bui much of this power is
actually legitimate power or authority.
a large part of which is codified in law.
Consent and cooperation are obtained
on a regular and reliable basis becanse
of the hacking of this structure of
legitimation and formal Instifutional
support. This does not exhaust the
domain of power or dominalion —
there are many kinds of power that are
effective in seciety even though they
are Negitimate. or if legitimate are not
codified In law, It I1s the mix of
legitimate, lawful authority and other
kinds of power that determines the
nature of a social system and also its
dynamics.

Contestation, Crime and Violence

The existence of domination, power,

legitimate authority and law does not
imply that they always meet with
obedience and conformity, You have
already read aboul the presence of
conflict and competition in society. In
a similar way, we need (o recognise
more general forms of contestation in
society. Conlestation is used here as
simply a word for broad forms of

insistent disagreement, Competition
and conflict are more specific than

this, and leave oul other forms of
dis=zent that may not be well described
by such terms.
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One example is that of ‘counter
cultures' among youth or ‘youth
rebellion’. These are protests against
or refusal to conform to prevalent
social norms. The content of these
protests may involve anything from
hairstyles and clothing lashions (o
fanguage or lifestyle. More standard
or conventional forms of contestation
include elections — which are a form
of political competition. Contestations
also include dissent or protest against
faws or lawliul authorities, Open and
democratic societies allow this kind of
dissenl (o different degrees. There are
bath explicit and implicit boundaries
defined for such dissent; erossing
these boundaries invites some form of
reaction from society, usually from the
law enforcement authorilies,

As you know very well, being
united as Indians does not prevent us
from disagreeing with each other,
Different political parties may have
very different agendas even though
they may respect the same
Constitution, Belief in or knowledge
of the same set of traffic rules does
not prevent heated arguments on the
road. In other words, social order need
nol mean sameness or unanimity, On
the other hand., how much difference
of dissent is tolerated in society is an
important question. The answer Lo
this question depends on social and
historical ciroumstances but it always
marks an important boundary in
society, the boundary between the
legitimate and the {llegitimate, the
legal and the illegal, and the
acceptable and the unacceptable,

Although it generally carries a
strong moral charge. the notion of
crime s strictly derived from the law.
A crime is an act that violates an
existing law, nothing more, nothing
less. The moral worth of the act is not
determined solely by the [act that it
violates existing law. Il the existing law
is believed to be unjust, for example,
a person may claim to be breaking it
for the highest moral reasons. Thisis
exactly what the leaders of the
Freedom Movement in India were
doing as part of their 'Civil
Disobedience’ campaign. When
Mahatma Gandhi broke the salt law
of the British government at Dandi,
he was committing a crime, and he
was arrested for it. But he committed
this crime deliberately and proudly,
and the Indian people were also proud
ol him and what he stood for. OF
course, these are not the only kinds
of crime that are committed! There are
many other kinds of crime that cannot
claim any great moral virtue. But the
important point is that a crime is the
breaking of the law — going beyond
the boundary of legitimate dissent as
defined by the law,

The question of violence relates at
the broadest level to the basic definition
of the state, One of the defining features
of the modern state is that it is
supposed to have a monopoly over the
use of legitimate violence within its
jurisdiction. In other words, only the
state (through its authorised
functionaries) may lawfully use
violence — all other instances of
violence are by definition illegal. (There
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are exceptions like self defense meant
for extraordinary and rare situations),
Thus, technically, every act of violence
is seen as being directed against the
state, Even il [ assaull or murder some
other individual, it is the state that
prosecules me [or violating its
monopoly over the legitimate use of
violenee,

IL is obvious thal violence is the
enemy of social order, and an extreme
form of contestation that transgresses
not only the law, but important social
norms. Violence In society Is the
product of social tensions and
indicates the presence of serious
prnh-]c!mﬁ, It is also a challenge io the
authority of the state. In this sense it
alzo marks the fallure of the reglme of
legitimation and consent and the open
cuthreak of condlicis,

Socian ORnER aND CHARGE ™ VILLAGE,

Town axp Crry

Most socletles can be divided into rural
and urban sectors. The conditions of
life and therefore the forms of soclal
organisation in these sectors are very
different from each other. So also.
therefore, are the forms of secial order
that prevail in these sectors, and the
kinds of sovial change that are most
significant in each.

We all think we know what is
meant by a village and by a town or
city. But how exactly do we
differentiate between them? [see alsa
the discussion In Chapter b on Village
Studies [n  the section on
M.N. Srinivas). From a sociological
point of view, villages emerged as part
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of the major changes in social
structure brought about by the
transition from nomadic ways of life
based on hunting, gathering food and
transient agriculiure lo a more settled
form of life. With the development of
sedentary forms of agriculiure — or
forms that did not involve moving from
place to place — social structure also
changed. [nvestment in land and
technological Innovations in
agriculture created the possibility of
producing & surplus - something over
and above what was needed for
aurvival, Thus, settled agriculture
meant thal wealth could be
accumutlated and this also brought
with it social differences. The more
advanced division of labour also
created the need for occupational
specialisation. All of these changes
together shaped the emergence of the
village as a population settlement
based on a particular form of social
arganisation.

In economic and adminisirative
terms, the distinction betwesen naral
and urban settlements iz usually made
on the basis of two major factors:
population density and the propartion
of agriculture related economie
activities, [Conirary to appearances,
size is not always decisive; it becomes
difficult to separate large villages and
small towns on the basis of population
size alone.) Thus, cities and towns
have a much higher density of
population — or the number of persons
per unit area, such as a square ki —
than villages. Although they are
smaller in lterms of absolute numbers
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of people, villages are spread out over
a relatively larger area, Villages are also
distinguished from towns and cities by
the larger share of agricultural activities
in their economic profile. In other
words, villages will have a significant
propartion of its population engaged
in agriculiure linked occupations,
much of what {s produced there will be
agricultural products, and most of its
income will be from agriculiure.,

The distinetion between a town and
city 1s much more a matter of
adminisirative definition. A town and
clty are basically the same sort of
settlement. differentiated by size. An
‘urban agglomeratlon” (@ term used in
Censuses and official reports) refers 1o
a city along with its surrounding sub-
urban areas and satellite settlements.
A ‘metropolitan area” includes more
than one city, or a continuous urban
settlement many times the size of a
single city.

Given the directions in which
maodern socleties have developed, the
process of urbanisatlon has been
experienced in most countries, This is
the process by which a progressively
larger and larger proportion of the
country’s population lives In urban
rather than rural areas. Most
developed couniries are now
overwhelmingly urban. Urbanisation
is also the trend In developing
couniries; it can be faster or =lower, but
unless there are special reasons
blacking if, the process does seem (o
orour in most contexis. According to
United Nations report [2014), 54 per
cent of the world's population lives in
urban areas, a proportion thai is

expected to increase to 66 per cent by
2050 (United Nations, Department of
Econome and Social Affalrs, Population
Division, 2014, World Population
prospects]. Indian society is also
experiencing urbanisation: the
percentage of the population living in
urban areas has Inereased from a litile
less than 11 per cent in 1901 toa Eile
more thanl? per cent in 1851, soon
after independence. The 2001 Census
shows that almost 28 per cent of the
population lives in urban areas,
According to 2011 Census report,
37.7 per cent population of India lives
in urban areas.

Social Order and Social Change in
Rural Areas

Because of the objective conditions in
villages being different, we can expect
the nature of social order and social
change (o be dilferent as well. Villages
are small in size so they usually permit
more personalised relationships; it is
not unusual for members of a village
to know all or most other members by
glght, Moreover, the social structure
in villages tends to follow a more
traditional pattern: institutions like
caste, religion, and other forms of
custormary or iraditional social practice
are stronger here, For these reasons.
unless there are special circumstances
that make for an exception. change is
slower to arrive invillages than in towns.

There are also other reasons for this.
A variety of factors ensure that the
subordinate sections of society have
much less scope for expressing
themselves in raral areas than thelr
counterparts in citles. The lack of
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anonymity and distance in the village
makes it difficult for people to dissent
because they can be easily Identified
and "taught a lesson’ by the dominant
sections. Moreover, the relative power
of the dominant sections 1s much more
because they control most avenues of
emplayment, and most resources of all
kindg, Sothe poor have to depend on
the dominant sections sinee there are
na aliernative sources of emplovment
or suppert, Given the simall population,
it i= also very difficull to gather large
numbers, particularly since efforts
toawrards this cannot be hidden from the
powerful and are very guickly
suppressed. So, in short, if there 15 a
strong power structure already in place
in a village, it is very difficull 1o dislodge
It. Change In the sense of shifts in power
are thus slow and late to arvive in rural
areas because the social order is
stronger and more resitient.

Change of athér sorts is also slow
b0 come because villages are scaftered
and not as well connected to the rest of
the world as cities and towns are, Of
course, new modes of communication,
particularly the telephone and the
television have changed this. So the
cultural ‘lag’ between villages and
towns is now much shorler or non-
existent, Communication links of other
sorts (road. rail] have also generally
improved over time 30 that lew villages
can really claim to be “isolated” or
‘remate’, words often unthinkingly
attached to villages in the past. This
has also accelerated the pace of change
somewnat,

For obvious reasons changes
associated with agriculture or with

LN YRS TANIIMNG SOCEETY

agrarian social relations have a very
major impact on rural societies. Thus,
measures like land reform which alter
the structure of land ownership have
an immediate impact, [n lsdia, the frsc
phase of land reforms after
independence took away proprietary
rights from abseniee landlords and
gave them to the groups that were
actually managing the land and its
cultivation in the village., Most of these
groups belonged to intermediate castes,
and though they were often not
themselves the cultivaiors, they
acquired righlts ovér land. In
combination with thelr number, this
lactor increased thelr social status and
political power, because their votes
mattered for winning elections, M.N.
Srinivas has named these groups as the
‘dominant castes'. o many regional
contexts, the dominant castes hecame
very powerlul in economic terms and
dominated the countryside and hence
also electoral politics, In more recent
times, these dominant castes are
themsehves facing opposition from the
assertive uprisings of castes further
below them, the lowest and the most
backward castes, This has led to major
social upheavals in many states like
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar. Uttar Pradesh
and Tamil Madu,

In the same way, changes in the
technologlical organisation of
agriculture also has a large and
immediate impact on rural society.
The introduction of new labour saving
machinery or new cropping patterns
may alter the demand for labour and
Lthus change the relative bargaining
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strengih of different social groups like
landlords and labourers, Even if they
don't directly affect labour demand,
technological or economic changes can
change the economic power of different
groups and thus set In motion a chain
of changes. Sudden fluctuations in
agricultural prices, droughts or lloods
can cause havoc in rural soclety, The
recent spate of armer suicides in India
is an example of this. On the other
hand. large scale development
programmes aimed at the rural poor
can also have an enormous [mpact.
A good example of this is the
National Rural Emplovment
Guarantee Act of 2005,

Activity 5

Find out more about the Nato
Rural Emyj ent Guaranice .m:.t
What does it aim o do? Why is |1
considered such an I.mpnr'b&nt
development programme?  What
problems does it facc? What would
be the likely consequences If it

mctt:da-?

Social Order and Social Chlnge in
Urban Areas

It is well known that though the city
itsell 1= very old — even ancient
socletles had them — urbanism as a
way of life for large segments of the
population is a modern phenomenon.
Before the modern era, trade, religion
and warfare were =ome of the major
factors that decided the location and
importance of citles, Cities that were
located on major trade routes, or had
suitable harbours and ports had a

natural advantage. So did cities that
were well located from the point of view
of military strategy. Finally, religious
places attracted large numbers of
pilgrims and thus supported an urban
economy. In India too we have
examples of such old cities, including
the well known medieval trading towns
of Tezpur on the Brahmaputra river
in Assam or Kozhikode [formerly
known as Calicut) on the Arabian Sea
in northern Kerala. We also have
many examples of temple fowns and
places of religious pilgrimage; such as
Ajmer in Rajasthan., Varanasi falso
known as Benaras or Kashi) in Uttar
Pradesh, or Madural in Tamil Nadu,

As sociologists have pointed out. city
lifie and modernity go very well together
in fact, each may be considersd an
intimate expression of the other,
Though it houses large and very dense
populations, and though it has been
known throughowt history as the site
for mass politics, the clty is also the
dormain of the modern individual. Lnits
combination of anonymity and the
amenities and institutions that only
large numbers can support, the city
offers the Individual boundless
possibilities for fulfillment, Unlike the
village, which discourages individuality
and cannot offer much, the city nurtures
the mdividual.

But while the many artists. writers,
and scholars who have celebrated the
city as the haven of the individual are
not wrong, it is also true that freedom
and opportunity are avallable only to
some individuals. More accurately,
only a socially and economically
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privileged minority can have the hooury
of a predominantly free and fulfilling Hte.
Most people who live in cities have only
limited and relative freedoms within
larger constraints. These are the familiar
ceonomic and social constraints
imposed by membership In soclal
groups af various kinds, already known
o youl from the previous chapter. The
city, too, fosters the development of
group identitics — based on tactors like
race, religion, ethnicily. caste, region.
and of course class — which are all well
represented in urban life. In fact, the
concentration of large numbers in a
relatively small space Intensifies
identities and makes them integral
to strategies of survival, resistance
and asserton.

LR LIRS TANTING SOCEETY

Most of the important issues and
problems of social order in towns and
citics are related to the guestion of
space. High population density places
a greal premium on space and creates
very complex problems of logistics, It
Is the primary task of the urban social
order to ensure the spatial viability of
the city. Thiz means the organisation
and management of things like:
housing and residential patterns: mass
transil systems for transporting large
numbers of workers to and fro for workc
arranging for the coexistence of
residential, public and industrial land-
use zones; and [nally all the public
health, sanitation, policing, public safety
and monitoring needs of urban
governance, Each of these functions

A doctor checking a patient
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is a huge undertaking in itsell and
presents formidable challenges of
planning, implementation and
maintenance. What adds to the
complexity is that all of these tasks have
to be performed in a context where the
divisions and tensions of class, ethnicity,
religion, caste and sooon are also preseni
and active.

For example, the question of urban
housing brings with it a whole host of
problems. Shortage of housing for the
poor leads to homelessness, and the
phenomenon of ‘street people’ — those
wha live and survive on the streets and
footpaths. under bridges and vovers,
abandoned bulldings and other empiy
spaces. It is also the leading cause for
the emergence of slums. Though
official definitions vary, a slum is a
congested, overcrowded neighbourhocod

with no proper civic facilities
(sanitation. water supply, electricity
and so on} and homes made of all Kinds
of bullding materials ranging from
plastic sheets and cardboard to multi-
storeved concrete struciures, Because
of the absence of "settled’ property
rights of the kind seen elsewhere, slums
are the natural breeding ground for
‘dadas’ and strongmen who impose
thelr authority on the people who Hve
there. Control over slum territory
becomes the natural stepping stone to
other kinds of extra-legal activities,
including eriminal and real estate-
related gangs.

Where and how people will live In
clties is a question that is also filtered
through socio-cultural identities.
Residential areas in cities all over the
world are almost always segregated by
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A commercial centre in a city
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class, and often also by race, ethnicity,
religion and other such variables,
Tensions between such identities bath
cause these segregation patterns and
are alsg a consequence. For example,
in India, communal tensions between
religious communities, most commonly
Hindus and Muslims, resulis in the
conversion of mixed neighbourhoods
inte single-community cnes. This in
furn gives a specific spatial pattern io
communal violenoe whenever it erupts,
which again furthers the ‘ghettoization’

process, This has happened in many
cities in India, most recently in Gujarat
following the riots of 2002, The
worldwide phenomenon of ‘gated
communities’ Is also found in Indian
cities. This refers to the creation of
affluent neighbourhoods that are
separated from their surroundings by
walls and gates, with controlled entry
and exit, Most such communities also
have thelr own parallel civic facilities,
such as water and clectricity supply.
policing and security.

Various kinds of tramsport in an urban area
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Activity B
commutmitles” in your Wown or city.
or in one you have visited? Find
out from your elders about such a
commumnity, When did the gates and
fences come up? Was there any
opposition, and 1f=o by whom? What
reasons might people have for
wanting to live in such places? Wit
cffects do you think it has on urban
society and on the neighbourhoods
surrounding it7?

Daily long distance commuters can
become an influential political
constituency and sometimes develop
elahorate sub-cultures. For example,
the sub-urban tralns of Mumbai —
popularly known as ‘locals’ — have
many Informal assoclations of
commulers, Collective on-train
activities Include singing bhafans,
celebrating festivals, chopping
vug:mbln playing card and board
games [inciuding tﬂu:nﬂu‘nmﬁhaur
Just general soclalising.

Finally, housing patterns are
linked to the economy of the city in
crucial ways. The urban transport
sysiem 1s directly and severely alfected
by the location of residential areas
refalive (o indusirial and commercial
workplaces, If these are [ar apart, as
is often the case, an elaborate mass
transit system must be ereated and
malntained, Commuting becomes a
way of life and an ever present source
of possible disruption. The transport
gystem has a direci Impact on the
‘fquality of lite' of working people in the
city. Reliance on read transport and
specially on private rather thap public
modes (i.e., cars rather than buses)
creates problems of traffic congestion
and vehicular pollution. As will be
clear to you from the above discussion,
the apparently simple {ssue of
distribution of living space is actually
avery complex and multl-dimensional
aspect of urban society.

The form and comtent of social
change in urban areas is also hest
understood in relation to the central
guestion of space. One very visible
element of change Is the ups and
downs experienced by parlicular
nelghbourhoods and locallties, Across
the world. the city centre - or the core
area of the original city - has had many
changes of fortune. After being the
power centre of the city in the 19th
and early 20th century, the city centre
went through a period of decline in the
latter half of the 20th century. This
was also the period of the growth of
suburbs as the afflluent classes
deserted the inner city for the suburbs
for a varlety of reasons. City centres
are experiencing a revival now in many
major western cities as attempis o
regenerate commuanity life and the arts
bear fruit. A related phenomenon is
‘gentrification’, which refers to the
conversion of a previously lower class
neighbourhood into a2 middle and
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upper class one. As real estate prices
rige, il becomes more and more
profitable for developers to try and
effect such a conversion, At some
point, the campaign becomes sell-
fulfilling as rental values increase and
the locality acquires a critical
minimum of prosperous businesses
and residents. But sometimes the
effort may fail and the neighbourhood
goes back down the class scale and
refurns to its previous status,

Activity 7
Have you noticed any “gentrification’
or ‘up-scaling’ taking place In your

neighbourhosd? Do you know of
such Instances? Find out what the

locality was lke before this

LR DERSTANIDIMNG SOCIETY

Changes In modes aof mass
transport may also bring about
significant soclal change in citics.
Affordable. efficient and safe public
transport makes a huge difference o
city lUfe and can shape the zocial
character of a city apart from
Influencing lis economic fortunes,
Many schelars have written on the
dilference between cities based on
public transport like London or New
York and cities that depend mainly
on  individualised car-based
transport like Los Angeles, It rematins
to be seen, for example, whether the
new Meiro Rail in Delhi will
significantly ehange social life in that
city, But the main issue regarding

happened. In what ways has it:|  gneial change in cities, specially In
allecied IEHWF hf’;_]gﬂ m rapidly urbanising countries like
Slasaiat Wi b:ntﬂisqm& India. is how the city will cope with
loses? Wheo dﬂ*iiﬁabmt'w;zgﬁ constant increase in population as
of this sort — ih.ﬂ]_:[ﬁ_m or some migrants keep streaming in to add to
form of public discussion? its natural growth.

Grossary

Customs Dutles, Tarifls: Taxes imposed on goods entering or leaving a country,
which increase its price and make it less competitive relative to domestically

produced goods.
Dominant Castes:

Term attribuied o M.N. Srinivas; refers (o landowning

intermediate castes that are numerlcally large and thercfore enjoy political

dominance in a given region.

Gated Communities: Urban localities [nsually upper class or affluent) sealed
ofl from its surroundings by fences, walls and gates, with controlled entry

and exit.

Gentrification: The ferm used to desceibe the conversion of a low class (urban]
neighbourhood inte a middle or upper class neighbourhood,
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Ghetto, Ghettoisation: Originally from the term used for the lecality where
Jews lived in medieval European cities, today relers (o any neighbourhond
with a congentration of people of a paricular religion, ethnicity. caste or other
common identity. Ghetlolsation is the process of creation of ghettoes through
the conversion of mized compositlon nelghbourhoods into single community
neighbourhoods.

Legitimation: The process of making legitimatie, or the grounds on which
something (s considered legitlmate, Le.. proper, just, right et

Mass Translt: Modes of fast city transport for large number of people,

EXERCISES
1. Would you agree with the statement that rapld social change is a comparatively
new phenomencn (o uman history? Give reasons for vour answer,
2, How is social change to be distinguished from other kinds of change?

3. What do you understand by ‘structural change™? Explain with examples vther
than those in the text,

4. Deseribe some kinds of environment-related social change.

B, What are some kinds of changes brought absoul by technology and the economy?
6. What Is meant by soclal order and how I8 it malntalned?

7. What 18 authority and how s it related to domination and the law?

8. How are a village, town and city distingulshed from each other?

O, What are saome features of social order In rural areas?
10, What are some of the challendes to social order In urban areas?
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CuarmeEr 3

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY

Look around you. What do you see? If
you are in a classroom, you may see
students in uniform, sitting on chairs
with books open on their desk. There
are scheol bags with lunch and pencil
boxes. Ceiling fans might be whirring
overhead. Have vou ever thought
about where these things — school
clothes, furniture, bags, electrieity.
come [rom? If vou trace their origins,
you will find that the source of each
material object lies in nature. Every
day, we use oblects whose production
draws Aary natural resources ﬁ'D!I'l'l
arcund the world. The chair in your
classroom may be made from wood
with iron nails. glue and varnish. Its
journey from a tree in a forest or
plantation to vou depends on
electricity, diesel, facilities for trade.
and telecommunications. Along the
way, It has passed through the hands
of lnggers, carpenters, supervisors and
managers, transporters, traders and
those in charge of buying school
furniture. These producers and
distributors, and the inputs that they
provide into chalr manufacturing, in
turn use a variety of goods and
services derived from nature, Try and

map these resource Jows and you will
spoon  see how complex such
relationships are!

In this chapter, we will study social
relationships with the environment as
they have changed over time and as
they vary from place to place. It is
Important to analyse and interpret
such varialions in a syslemalic way.
There are many urgent environmental
problems that demand our attention.
To address these crises elfectively, we
need a sociological framework for
understanding why they occur and
how they might be prevented or
resolved,

All societies have an ecological
basis. The term ecology denotes the
web of physical and blological systems
and processes of which humans are
one element. Mountains and rivers,
plains and oceans, and the flora and
fauna that they support, are a part of
ecology. The ecology of a place is also
affected by the interaction between s
geography and hydrology. For
example, the plant and animal life
unigque 1o a desert s adapted to its
scarce rainfall, rocky or sandy soils,
and extreme temperatures, Similar
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ecological factors limit and shape how
human beings can live in any
particular place,

Over time, however, ecology has
been modified by human action.
What appears to be a natural feature
of the environment — aridity or flood-
proneness, for example, is often
produced by human intervention.
Deforestation in the upper catchment
of a river may make the river more
Mood-prone, Climate change brought
about by global warming is another
instance of the widespread Impact of
human activity on nature. Over time.
it is often difficult to separate and
distinguish between the natural and
human factors in ecological change.

Activity 1

Did you know that the Ridge forest
in Delht is not the natural vegetation

of this region but was planted by the
British around 19157 Hs deminant
tree specles 1s Prosopis juliflora
[vileaggenti kibeorror wiferyeeti Beabid) which
was introduced into India from South
America and which has become
naturalised all over north India,

Did you know that the chaurs,
the wide prassy meadows of Corbett
National Park in Untarakhand which
offer excellent views of wildlife, were
anee agricultural felds?  Villages in
the area were relocated in order to
create what now appears to be a

Can you think of other
examples where what seems to be
‘natural’ is actually modified by
cultural interventions?

0

Alongside biophysical propertics
and processes that may have been
transformed by human action — for
example. the flow of a river and the
species composition ol a forest, there
are other ecological elements around
us that are more obviously human-
made, An agriculiural farm with its
soil and water conservation works, its
cultivated plants and domesticated
animals, its Inputs of synthetic
fertilisers and pesticides, is clearly a
human transformation of nature. The
bl enviromment of a city, made from
concrele. cement. brick, stone, glass
and tar, uses natural resources but is
very much a human artefact.

Social environments emergde rom
the Interaciion between blophysical
ecology and human interventions,
This is a two-way process, Just as
nature shapes society, society shapes
nature. For instance, the lertile soil of
the Indo-Gangetic floodplain enables
intensive agriculture, Its high
productivity allows dense population
settlements and generates enough
surpluses to support other, non-
agricultural activities, giving rise to
complex hierarchical socleties and
states. In contrast, the desert of
Rajasthan can only supporl
pastoralists who move from place to
place in order to keep their livestock
supplied with fodder. Thege are
instances of ecology shaping the forms
of human life and culture, On the
other hand, the social organisation of
capltalism has shaped nature across
the world. The private automobile is
one instance of a capitalist commodity
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that has transformed lives and
landscapes, Air pollution and
congestion in cities, regional conflicts
and wars over oil, and global warming

are just a few of the environmental
effects of cars. Human interventions
increasingly have the power to alter
environments, often permanently.
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The ecological effects ol the
Industrial Revolution in Britain
were felt all over the world, Large
arcas of southern North America
and the Carbbean were converted
to plantations to meet the demand
for cotton in the mills of Lancashire.

Young West Africans were Torcibly
transporicd to America to work as
slave labour on the plantations. The
depopulation of West Africa caused
its agriculiural economy to decline,

with fields reverting to [allow
wastelands. In Britain, smoke from
the coal-burning mills fouled the air.
Displaced farmers and labourcrs
from the countryvside came to the
cities for work and lived in wretched
conditions. The ecological footprints
of the cotton industry could be found

all over urban and rural.
ETviranments.
The interaction between

environment and society is shaped by
social orgamnisatiom. Property
relations determine how and by whom
natural resources can be used. For
instance, il forests are owned by the
government, it will have the power to
decide whether it should lease them
to limber companies or allow villagers
to collect forest produce, Private
ownership of land and water sources
will affect whether others can have
acceas to theae resources and on whait
terms and eonditions. Ownership and
control over resources 15 also related
to the division of labour in the
production process.  Landless
labourers and women will have a
different relationship with patural
resourees than men. In rural India,

53

wormnen are likely to experence resource
scarcity more acutely because
gathering fuel and fetching water are
generally women's tasks but they do
not control these resources, Social
organisation influences how different
social groups relate to their
environmernt,

Different relationships between
environment and society also reflect
different soeial values and norms. as
well as knowledge systems. The
values underlying capitalism have
supported the commoedification of
nature, iurning it into objects that can
be bought and sold for profit. For
instance, the multiple cultural
meanings of a river — its ecological,
utilitarian, spirltual, and aesthetic
significance, are stripped down to a
single set of caleulations about profit
and loss from the sale of water for an
entrepreneur. Socialist values of
equality and justice have led to the
stizure of lands [rom large landlords
and their redistribution among
landless peasants in a number of
countrics. Religious values have led
some sacial groups (o protect and
conserve sacred groves and species
and others to belleve that they have
divine sanction to change the
environment to suit their needs.

There are many different
perspectives on the environment
and its relationship to sociely. These
differences include fhe 'nature-
nuriure” debate and whether
Individual characteristics are innate
or are influenced by environmental
factors. Forinstance, are people poor
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because they are Innately less
talented or hard-working or because
they are born into a situation of
disadvantage and lack of
opportunity? Theories and data
about environment and society arc
influenced by the social conditions
under which they emerge. Thus the
netions that women are intrinsically
less able than men, and Blacks
naturally less able than Whites, were
challenged as ideas of egquality
became more widespread during the
18" century's soclal and political
revolutions. Colonialism generated a
great deal of Enowledge about
environment and ﬁnr.lr:-t].-', often
systematically compiling it in order
o make resources avallable to the
imperial powers. Geology, geography.
botany, zoology, f[orestry and
hydraulic engineering were amaong
the many disciplines that were created
and instituticnalised to facilitate the

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

management of natural resources for
colonial purposes,

Environmental management is,
however, a very difficult task. Not
enough is known about biophysical
processes to predict and control them.
In addition, human relations with the
environment have become increasingly
complex, With the spread of Indu-
strialisation, resource extraction has
expanded and accelerated, affecting
ceosvsiems in unprecedented ways.
Complex indusirial technologies and
modes of organisation require
sophisticaled managemenl systems
which are often fragile and vulnerable
to error. We live in risk societies using
technologies and products that we do
not fully grasp. The occurrence of
nuclear disasters like Chernobyl,
industrial accidents like Bhopal. and
Mad Cow disease in Europe shows the
dangers inherent in industrial
ENVINTments,

behiind the dm-arn‘ter
“Llriomy

steadfastly

for a park:
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Bhopal Industrial Disaster: Who was to Blame 7

On the night of 3 December 1584, a deadly gas spread through Bhopal, killing
ahuut#{ﬂ]pmpl:undlgaﬂn&mhﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ{ﬂptmmmnﬂyﬂlmhlﬁi The gas
mht:rldmﬂﬂcduﬂmcﬂly]iaunymm:ﬂﬂﬂ} aceldentally released by a Unbon
Cirbldepeathﬂdeﬁmrymﬂmﬂm Ir its Stete of India’s Envirment: The Second
Citizens” Report. the Centre for Selence and Environment analysed the reasons

mmlngtnmnpulhllﬂ??m“ﬂm:mdtqraﬂ becanse it
meant jobs and money for Bhopal, and saving in foreign exchange for the country,
with the tising demand for pesticides after the Green Revolution. The MIC plant
was troublesome from the start and there were unmalleakama, inchuding one that
caused thedea’r.lml’aphtﬂn;ﬂamr unitil the big disaster, However, the government

ignored warnings. nutahlyﬂmthulmﬂ:lnfmpﬂlwalﬂunldpal
Corporation who Issued notice 1o Union Carbide to move oul of Bhopal in 1975,
The officer was transforred and the company donated Rs 25,000 to the Corporation
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~ The warnings kepl coming. In May 1982, three experis from the Union
Carbide Corporation, LISA, surveyed safety measures and pointed out alarming
lapses, These fears were reporied in o local weekly Ropal. in whal was fo bea
series of prophetic articles n 1982, At the same time. the factory’s employees
union also wrote to Central ministers and the chiel minister warning them of
the situation. The state Labour Minlster reassured legisiators at several times
that the factory was safe. Only a few weeks before the gas leak, the factory had
been granted an environmental clearance certificate by the state pollution control
board. The Central government rivalled its state counterpart in casualness. [t
Ignored the plant’s safety record In granting it permission and jgnored Department
of Environment guidelines on the siting of hazardous plants,

Whiy the puidelines and
the relatives of po politicians and burcancrats. Its legal adviser Is an
impﬂrmntpnuthmltmdcranﬂlt-s public relations officer is the nephew ol a former
minister. The company’s posh guesthouse was Elwaya-aiih:dlﬁpcmlnfnﬂtldam
mmﬂmwﬂemmmmmm@mm fromm the company
during visfis to lIl:UE&Enﬂmnmnrpanjrhaﬂ&matuinLﬁ‘lafh to & wellare
organization in the chiel minister's home town.

lhﬂmﬂubide-tmpnmﬂmalmplaybﬂlmﬁlﬂ part tn the mn-up to the tragedy.
The Bhopal plant was under-designed and laEItE:l several safety features. 1t did
not have a computerised early warning system, aamrﬂaiqdﬂmeknthemmpany‘s
factorles In the US. The company had not worked out eme
procedures with the local rummm:ﬁ:ﬁ The plmt was not being ma.l.nlamad and
operated at the requisite level of efficiency. was low because sales were
drq}plngandtthlautmmnnhgﬂathlrﬁ_nﬁtucﬂpdqr Staff strength had
besent reduced and ‘engineers and operators had lefl. making it impossible
ﬁnrttmﬂiatmgamﬁmmﬂlmaﬂﬁmhﬁka. Many Instruments were out of order.
mmmmmmwmmmammmm
accidents like the B.hu;uld.luﬂl:l’?‘ilr"hatutupu can be taken fo prevent such
disasters?

were fgnored is clear, The company employs

Measor ExvrosvesTal, Propuess am Risgs

Although the relative importance or
urgency of different environmental
hazards may vary from country to
country and context to context. the
following are globally recognized as the
main ones;

A. Resource Depletion

Using up non-renewable natural
resources is one of the most serious

environmental problems, While fossil
huels and specially petrolewm hog the
headlines, the depletion and
destruction of water and land (s
probably cven more rapid. The rapid
decline in groundwater levels is an
acute problem all over India, especially
in the states of Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh. Aquifers which have
accumulated water over hundreds and
thousands of years are being emptied
in matter of a few decades to meel the
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growing demands of Intensive
agriculture, industry and urban
centres.  Rivers have also been
dammed and diverted, causing
irreversible damage to the ecology of
water basins. Many water bodies in
urban areas have been flled up and
built upon, destroying the natural
drainage ol the landscape. Like
groundwater, lopsoil too is created
over thousands of vears. This
agriculiural resource, too, Is being
destroved due to poor environmental
management leading to erosion.
waler-logging and salinisation. The
production of bricks for building
houses iz another reason for the loss
of topsall.

Biodiversily habitats such as
foresis. grasslands and wetlands are the

U LB RS TANTIING SOCEETY

other major resource facing rapid
depletion, largely due to the expansicn
of areas under agriculture. Though
various parts of the globe, including
some parts of India, appear to have
seen some re-forestation or increase in
vegetative cover in recent decades, the
overall trend is towards the loss of
biodiversity, The shrinking of these
habitats has endangered many species,
several of them unigue to India. You
may have read of the recent crisis when
it was discovered that the tiger
population had fallen sharply despite
sirict laws and large sanctuaries.

B. Pollution

Air pollution is considered to be a major
environmental problem in urban and
rural areas, causing respiratory and
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other problems which result in serious
illness and death. The sources of air
pollution include emissions from
industries and vehicles, as well as the
burning of wood and coal for domestic
use. We have all heard of pollution
from vehicles and [actories, and seen
pictures of smoking chimnevs and
exhaust pipes in cars. But we aoften
don't realise that indoor pollution from
cooking fires is also a serious source
nf risk. Thiz is particularly true of rural
homes where wood fires using green or
poorly burning wood, badly designed

Industrial Pollution

fireplaces [chulhas), and poor
ventilation combine to put village
women at serious risk because they
do the cooking. WHO reports that in
2012 around 7 million people died —
one in elght of total plobal deaths — as

a7

a result of air pollution exposure. This
finding more than doubles previous
estimates and confirms that air
pollution is now the world's largest
single environmental health risk.
Reducing air pollution could save
millions of lUves, This has enabled
sclentists to make a more detalled
analysis of health risks from a wider
demographic spread that now includes
rural as well as urban areas, In 2012,
total 3.3 million deaths linked to indoor
air pollution and 2.6 million deaths
related to outdoor air pollution.®

~ N

Wialer pollution is also a very serious
issue alfecting surface as well as
groundwater. Major sources include
not only domestic sewage and factory
cfiluents but also the rmunoff from [arms
where large amounts of synthetic

* Weblink: wroepsho.trel/ mediacenire news/ releases / 2001 4/ air-pollutioneny
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fertilisers and pesticides are used, The
pollution of rivers and waterbodies iz a
particularly important problem.
Cities also suffer lrom noise
pollution, which has been the subject
of court orders in many cities. Sources
include amplified loudspeakers used
at religlous and cultural events,
political campaigns, vehicle horns and
traffic, and construction work.

C. Global Warming

The release of particular gases [carbon
dioxdde, methane and others) creates a
‘grecnhouse” effect by trapping the
sun's heat and not allowing it to
dissipate. This has caused a small but
significant rise in global temperatures.
The resulting climate change is
projected to melt polar ice-fields and
raise the sea level, thus submerging

low-lying coastal areas. and more
important. affecting the ecological
balance. Global warming is also likely
to result in greater fluctuations and
uncertainty in climates across the
waorld. China and India are
increasingly significant contributors to
world carbon and greenhouse gas
emissions.,

D. Genetically Modified Organisms

MNew technigues of gene-splicing allow
scientists to import genes from one
species inlo another, introducing new
characteristics, For instance, genes
from Bacillus thuringiensis have been
introduced into colton species,
making it resistant to the bollworm, a
major pest. Genetic modification may
also be done to shorten growing time,
increase size and the shelf-life of crops.
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However, little is known about the long
term effects of genetic modification on
those who eat these foods or on
ecological systems. Agricultural
companies can also use genetic
madification to create sterlle seeds,
preventing farmers from re-using them,
and guaranteeing that zeeds remain
their profit-yielding property., forcing
farmers o be dependent on them.

E. Natural and Man-made Environmental
Disasters

This is a sell-explanatory category. The
Bhopal disaster of 1984 killed about
4,000 people when a toxic gas leaked
from the Union Carbide factory, and the
tsunami of 2004 killed thousands of
people are the most recent examples of
man-made and natural environmental
disasters.

Wiy EvviRoNMENTAL PRODLEMS ARE ALSO
SocialL PROBLEMS

How environmental problems affect
different groups is a function of secial
inequality. Social status and power
determine the extent to which people
can Insulate themselves from
environmental crises or overcome it. In
some cases, their 'solutions’ may
actually worsen environmental
disparities. In Kutch, Gujarat, where
water is scarce, richer farmers have
invested in deep bore tubewells 1o tap
groundwater to irrigate their ficlds and
grow cash crops. When the rains fail,
the earthen wells of the poorer villagers
mun dry and they do not even have water
to drink. At such times. the moist green
ficlds of the rich farmers seem to mock

S

them. Certain emwvironmenial concerns
sometimes appear to be universal
concerns. not particular to specific
social groups. For instance, reducing
air pollution or protecting biodiversity
seem to be in the public interest, A
sociological analysis shows, however,
that how public priorities are set and
how they are pursucd may not be
universally beneficial. Securing the
public interest may actually serve the
interests of particular politically and
economically powerful groups, or bt
the interesis of the poor and politically
weak. As the debates over large dams
and around protected areas show, the
ervironment as a public interest is a
hothy contested arena.

The school of social ecology
points out that social relations, in
particular the organisalion of property
and production, shape cnvironmernt:al
perceptions and practices. Different
social groups stand In different
relationships to the environment and
approach it differently. A Forest
Department geared to maximising
revenues from supplying large
volumes of bamboo to the paper
industry will view and use a forest very
differently from an artisan who
harvests bamboo to make baskets.
Their varied interests and deologies
generate environmental conflicts. In
this sense, environmental crizes have
their roots in sacial inequality,
Addressing environmental problems
requires changing environment-
society relations, and this In turn
requires efforts to change relations
between different social groups — men
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and women, urban and rural people,
landlords and labourers, Changed
social relations will give rise to different
knowledge systems and modes of
managing the enviromment.,

What literally defines social -

as "social® s s recognition of the
often overfooked fact that nearly all
~our present ecologleal problems arlse
from deep-seated =acial problems.
Conversely, present ecologlical
problems cannot be clearly
understood. much less resolved,
without resolutely dealing with

point more concreie: economic,
ethnic, cultural, and gender conflicts,
among many others, fie at the core of
the mosat serious  ecological
dislocations we face today — apart.
to be sure, from thase that are
produced by natural catastrophes,

Murray Bookechin, ;Iul-l.hca.l
philosopher and founder of the
Institute for Soctal Eoology

Two examples of environment-
society conflicts are given below:

Sustainable Development

The relation between ecology and
economy has been a complex one, But
one thing is cerfain that, unless there
i5 & balanee between the two, Lhe futare
of humanity will remain bleak. Since
the last 300 years. the way cconomic
development has been going on, with

lts emphasis on controlling the nature
and exploiting it ruthlessly for the

benefit of a section of population, has
led to extinction of thousands of species
of flora and fauna. The emphasis

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

on non-rencwable energy and
introduction of large number of new
species ostensibly fo meet growing
demand of industrial world has played
havoc with ecology. There is growing
concern worldwide that if the present
pace of depletion of natural resource
and extinetion of biodiversity continues
for some more time. the fuiture
generation will have to pay the price
for ii.

“Sustainable development is
development that meets the needs of
the present withoutl compromising the
ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. It contains within it
two leey concepts: the concept of needs,
in particular the essentlal needs of the
world’s poor, to which overriding
priority should be given; and the idea
of limitations imposed by the state of
technology and soclal organization on
the environment's ability to meet
present and future needs.” (Brundtland
Report, October 1987).*

Today the basis of capitalist
development is consumption. Old
things must be destroved just for the
introduction of new things so that
people continue (0 consume new
industrial products. "There is growing
inequality in the world. No amount of
growth and economic prosperity s
enough anymore, because aspiration
is the new God. This means that
anvbody who is poor is marginalised
simply because thoy have just not made
the grade. There is no longer space for
stich [ailure in our brave, nesser world,
It 15 about the survival of the fittest, in
a way that would have made Darwin

* Presentation of the report, Our Comrmon Fretuee, by Brondtland at o press conference
onganized by the World Commission on Environment and Development in London,

England on 27 April 1957,
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insane.” (Why sheuldn't ] be intolerant?,
Sunita Narain in Down to Earth, 25
January 2016)

We are living in an unequal world
where we wani to control reseurces and
opportunities. The already existing
system of social stratification makes it
only oo easy for some sections of
pecple to control most of the availlable
resources and opportunities, We have
to make the world worth living not only
for ourselves but for generations io
come. We cannot be ignorant te the
needs of the present nor can we be
ohlivious of the needs of the future, We
need 1o build a society where people
are al par: where there is equitable
distribution of resourees: where the
aim is development bul one that is
irnclusive and not exclusive. This is what
will make us sustainable.

In this light, spearheaded by the
193 member states of United Nations
as well as the global civil socicty has.
through a deliberative process,
arrived at the 17 "Global Goals™ of
sustainable development with 1689
targets, These goals to a large extent
derive from the sentiment expressed
often by former United Nations
Secretary-Creneral Ban Ki Moon in his
guate, "there can be no Plan B,
because there is no Planet B,

Water Parks

Water-starved Vidharbha has a
growing number of water parks and
amusement centres, In Shegaon,
Buldhana, a religious trust runs a

L

giant “"Meditation Centre and
Entertainment Park.” Elforts (o
maintain a 30-acre ‘artificial lake within
it ran dry this summer. But not before
untold amounts of water were wasted
in the attempt. Here the entry tickets
are called “donations”™. In Yavatmal, a
private company runs a public lake as
a tourist joint, Amravati has two or
more such spots (dry just now). And
there are others in and around Nagpur.,

This, in a region where villages have
sometimes got water once in 15 davs.
And where an ongoing farm crisis has
seen the largest number of larmers’
sulctides in Maharashtra. "Moo major
project for either drinking water or
irrigation has been completed in
Vidharbha in decades,” says Nagpur-
based journalist Jaldeep Hardikar, He
has covered the region for years. Shri
Singh insists the Fun and Food Village
conserves water. “We use sophisticated
filter plants to reuse the same water.”
But evaporation levels are very high in
this heat. And water is not just used for
sports. All the parks use massive
amounts of it for maintaining their
gardens, on sanitalion and for their
clientele. "It is a huge waste of water and
money,” savae Vinayvak Galkwad In
Buldhana, He is a farmer and a Kisan
Sabha leader in the distdel. That in the
process, public resources are so often
used o boost private profif, angers
Mr. Gaikwad, “They should instead be
mesting people’s basic waler needs.”
Back in Bazargaon, sarpanch
Yamunabai Uikey ist't impressed either,
Mot by the Fun and Food Village. Nor
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by other industries that have taken a
lot but given very little, "What is there in
all this for us,” she wants to know, To
get astandard government water project
for her village, the panchayat has to bear
10 per cent of its cost. That's around
Rs.4.5 lakh, "How can we afford
Fe. 45,0007 What is our condition? So
it's simply been handed over o a
contractor. This could see the project
i, Bt it will mean more costs in the
lomg ran and less control for a village of
so many poor and landless people, In
the Park, Gandhi's portrait still smiles
out of the office as we leave, Seemingly
at the ‘Snowdome’ across the parking
lot, An odd fate for the man who said:
“Live simply, that others might
simply live,”

[P. Sainath in The Hindu, June 22, 2005.)

‘God forbid that India should ever
fake to industrialism in the manner
of the West., The economic
Imperialism of @ smgie tiny island
1= toda 3

the world in chains, 17 an e
nation of 300 million took to similar
economic exploltation, 1t would strip

the world bare like Jocists.’
— Mahatma Gandhi

As a consequence of developments
like the water park deszcribed above,
small farmers in areas of dryland
agriculture now find life increasingly
impossible. Over the last six vears,
reports indicate that thousands of
farmers in Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka
and Maharashtira have killed
themselves, often by drinking pesticide.
What drives farmers, people who

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

stoically deal with the uncertainties
inherent in agriculivree, to this extreme
step? The investigation of journalist P.
Salnath shows that farmers’ recent
distress is due to a fusion of
environmental and economic factors.
Agrarian conditions have become more
volatile as farmers are exposed to the
Muctuations of the world market and
as government support for small
farmers declines due to Hberalisation
policies. Cotton farmers grow a high
risk, high-return crop. Cotton needs
some Irrigation. It Is-also very
susceptible to pest infestation. Cotlon
growers thus need capital to Invest in
irrigation and pest control.  Both of
these Inputs have become more
expensive over the vears: high levels
of extraction have depleted waler
reserves so farmers have to drill deeper,
atid pests have become resistant Lo
many pesticides, requiring farmers to
spray new pesticides, more frequently.
Farmers in need of credit to pur{.‘haﬁt
these inputs end up approaching
private moneylenders and traders who
charge them high rates of interest. If
the crop fails. the farmer can't repay
the money. Not only can they not feed
their families. they cannot fulfil family
obligations ke arranging children’s
marriages. Faced with financial and
social ruin, many farmers have
nowhere (o turn. Suicide seems to be
the only way out to them.
Discussion; [s water scarcliy natural
ar human-made? What social factors
shape how water is allecated among
different users? How do different
patierns of water-use affect different

social groups?
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Activity 2

Find out how much water your
tousehold uses in a day. Try and find
oul how much water is used by
comparable households belonging to
different income groups. How much
time and moncy do different
households spend on getting water?
Within the household, whose job is
it to collect waler? How much water
does the government provide Lo
different classes of people?

The Urban Environment: A Tale of
Two Cities

Here is a typical conflict over the urban
envirenment. On the morning of
30 January 1995, Delhi was waking
up to another chilly winter day.
Imagine the well-io-do colony of Ashok
Vihar in north Dethi, posh houses
shrouded In grey mist, early risers
setting off on morning walks, some
with their pet dogs — Pomeranians
and Alsatians, straining at the leash,
As one of these morning walkers
entered the neighbourhood ‘park’, the
ocnly open area In the locality, he saw
a voung man, poorly clad. walking
away with an empty bottle in hand.
Outraged, he caught hold of the man
and called out to his neighbours.
Someone phoned the police, A group
of enraged house-owners and two
police constables descended on the
youth and. within minutes, beat him
to death,

The voung man was eighteen year-
okd Dilip, a visitor to Delhi, who lad
come Lo watch the Republic Day

L%

parade in the capital. He was staying
with his uncle in a jhuggi (shanty
house] aloeng the rallway tracks
bordering Ashok Vihar, His uncle
worked as a labourer in the Wazirpur
industrial estate nearby. Like all other
planned industrial areas in Delhi,
Wazirpur too has no provision for
workers' housing, The jhuggl cluster
with more than 10,000 households
shared three public tollets, each one
with eight latrines. effectively one toilet
betwesn more than 2000 persons,. For
most residents. then, any large open
space, under cover of dark, became a
place o defecate, Their use of the "park”
brought the indusirial workers and
their families up against the more
affluent residents of the area who paid
to have awall constructed betwesn the
dirty, unsightly jhuggis and their own
homes. The wall was soon hreached,
to allow the traffic of domestic workers
whao lived in the jhuggis but worked to
clean the homes and cars of the rich,
and to offer access o the delinguent
defecators,

Dilip’s death was thus the
culmination of a long-standing battle
over a contested space that, to one set
of residents, embodied their sense of
gracious urban living, a place of trees
and grass devoted to lelsure and
recreation, and that to another set of
rezsidents, was the only available space
that could be used as a toilet. [fhe had
known this history of simmering condlict,
Dilip would probably have been more
wary and would have run away when
challenged, and perhaps he would still
be alive, The violenee did not end there.
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When a group of people from the
Jhuggis gathered to protest against this
killing, the police opened fire and killed
four more people.

As citles grow, the conflict over
urban space is becoming more acute,
While migrants come (o the city in
search of work, they cannot alford
scarce legal housing and are forced Lo
settle on public lands. This land is now
in great demand to build Infrasorecture
for aflluent residernts and visitors —
malls and multiplexes, hotels and
tourist sites, Asa result, poor workers
and their [amilies are being evicted to
the outskdrts of the city and their homes
demolished. Besides land, alr and
water have alzo become highly
contested resources in the urban
envirenment.

LR DIERSTANIIMNOG SO0 IETY

{Taken from: Amita Baviskar in

‘Between Violence and Desire: Space,
Power and Identity in the Making of
Metropolitan Delhi’ in fribernational
Social Sclence Jowrnel, 175 889-98.
2003)
Discussion: Why do the urban poor
aften live in slums? Which social
groups control landed property and
housing in the city? What social factors
affect people's access to water and
sanitationt

Aﬂﬂg‘i,lj"ﬂr
Imagine that you were a fificen
mwﬂnﬁmrnwngmaHum
I'Emuh-dnmdhuw
Wﬂtzaﬂhnrtumy

d&ﬁmﬂhﬁgﬁd&ymmhﬂm

GLOSSARY

Hydrology: The scicnce ol water and ils flows;

resources In a country or region.

or the hroad structure of water

Deforestation: The loas of forest ares due to cotting down of trees andfor
taking over of the land for other purposes, usually cultivation,

Green House: A covercd siructure for protecting planis from extremes of

climate,

usually from excoessive cold; a green house [also called a hot hoose

maintalns a warmer temperature nside compared {o the outslde temperature,

Emissions: Waste gases glven off by a human-initiated process, usually in the

coniext of indusiries or vehicles.

Effluents: Waste materials in fluld form produced from lndusirial processes.

Aquifers: Natural underground formations in the geology of a reglon where

waler gels siored,

Monoculture: When the plant life in a locality or region is reduced to o single

varlety,;
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ExErcIsES

Describe In vour own words what you understand by the term ‘coology’,
Why Is ecology not limited only to the forces of nature?
Deseribe the two-way process by which ‘social environmenis’ emerge.

Why and how does soclal organisation shape the relationship between the
enviromment and society?

it ] - o

Why is environmental management a complex and huge task for aociety?

!'..'I

B, What are some of the important forms of pollution-related environmenial
hazards?

7o What are the major environmental issues associated with resource
depletion?

B, Explain why environmental problems are simultanecsusly social problems,
9, What is meant by social ecology?

10, Deseribe some epviromment related conflicts that yvou know of or have read
about, (Other than the examples fn the text.]
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InTRODUCING WESTERN SOCIOLOGISTS

Sociology is sometimes called the child
of the ‘age of revolution’. This is because
it was born in 18th century Western
Europe, after revolutionary changes in
the preceding three centuries that
decisively changed the way people lived.
Three revolutions paved the way for the
emergence of soclology: the
Enlightenment, or the seientiflic
revolution: the French Bevolution: and
the Industrial Revalution, These
processes complelely transformed not
only Eurcpean society, but also the rest
of the world as it came into contact with
Europe,

In this chapter the Key Ideas of
three sociological thinkers: Karl
Marx. Emile Durkheim and Max
Weber will be discussed, As part of
the classical tradition of sociology.
they lald the foundation of the
subject, Thelr ideas and Insights
have remained relevant even in the
contemporary period. Of course,
these ideas have also been subjected
to eriticism and have undergone
major modifications. But since ideas
about soclety are themselves
influenced by social conditions. we

begin with a [ew words about the
context in which sociology emerged.

THE CONTEXT OF SOCIOLOGY

The modern era in Europe and the
conditlons of modernity that we take
for granted today were brought abouat
by three major processes, These were:
the Enlightenment or dawning of the
‘age of reason’; the quest for political
sovereignty embodied In the French
Revolution; and the system af mass
manufacture inaugurated by the
Indusirial Revolution. Since these
have been discussed at length In
Chapter 1 of Intreducing Sociology,
here we will only mention some of the
intellectual consequences of these
momentous changes.

Activity 1
Revislt the discussion of the coming
of the modern age in Europe in
Chapter 1 of Introduring Soctalogy.
What sorts of changes were these
three processes associated with?
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The Enlightenment

During the late 17th and 18th
centuries, Western Europe saw the
emergence of radically new ways of
thinking about the world. Refered to
as The Enlightenment’, these new
philosophies established the human
being at the centre of the universe, and
rational thought as the central feature
of the human being. The ability to
think ratlionally and critically
transformed the individual human
being into both the producer and the
user of all knowledge, the 'Knowing
subject’. On the other hand, only
persons who could think and reason
could be considered as r'uﬂ:,.' human.
Those who could not remained
deficient as human beings and were
considered as not fully evolved
humans, as in the case of the natives
of primitive societies or ‘savages’.
Being the handiwork of humans,
soclety was amenable 1o ratlonal
analvsis and thus comprehensible (o
other humans, For reason (o become
the defining feature of the human
world. it was necessary o displace
nature, religion and the divine acts of
gods from the central position they
had in carlier wavs of understanding
the world. This means that the
Enlightenment was made possible by,
and in turn helped o develop,
attitudes of mind that we refer to today
as secular, scientific and humanistic,

The French Revolution

The French Revolution (1789]
announced the arrival of political
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sovereignty at the level of individuals
as well as nation-states, The
Declaration of Human Rights
asserted the equality of all citizens
and gquestioned the legliimacy of
privileges inherited by birth. It
signaled the emancipation of the
individual from the oppreszive rule of
the religious and feudal institutions
that dominated France before the
Revolution, The peasants. most of
whom were scrfs (or bonded
labourers) tied to landed estates
cwned by members of the aristocracy,
were freed of their bonds. The
numerous taxes paid by the peasants
to the feudal lards and to the church
were cancelled, As free citizens of the
republic, sovereign individuals were
invested with rights and were equal
before the law and other institutions
of the state. The state had to respect
the privacy of the autonomous
individual and its laws could nol
intrude upon the domestic life of the
people, A separation was built
between the public realm of the state
and a private realm of the household.
New ideas about what was
appropriate to the public and private
spheres developed. For example,
religion and the family became more
‘private’ while education (specially
schooling) became more ‘public’.
Moreover, the nation-state itself was
also redefined as a sovereign entity
with a centralised government. The
Ideals of the French Revolution —
liberty, equality and fraternity —
became the walchwords of the
modern state,
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The Industrial Revolution

The foundations of modern industry
were laid by the Industrial
Revolution., which began in Britain
in the late 158th and early 19th
centuries. [t had two major aspects.
The first was the syvstematic
application ol science and technology
b industrial proeduction, particularly
the invention of new machines and
the harnessing of new sources of
power. Secondly. the industrial
revolution also evolved new wavs of
organising labour and markets on a
scale larger than anyvthing in the
past. New machines like the
Spinning Jenny (which greatly
increased the productivity of the
textile industry) and new methods of
obtaining power (such as the various
versions of Lhe steam engine)
facilitated the production process
and gave rise (o the [actory system
and mass manulacture of goods.
These goods were now produced on
a gigantic scale for distant markets
across the world, The raw materials
used In thelr production were also
obtained from all over the world.
Modern large scale industry thus
became a world wide phenomenon.

These changes in the production
system also resulted in major changes
in social life. The factories set up in
urban areas were manned by workers
who were uprooted from the rural
areas and came o Lhe cities in search
of work., Low wages al the [actory
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meant that men, women and even
children had to work leng hours in
hazardous circumstances (o eke out
a living, Modern industry enabled the
urban o dominate over the rural.
Cities and towns became the
dominant forms of human
settlement, housing large and
unegual populations in small.
densely populated urban areas, The
rich and poweriul lived in the cities,
but so did the working classes who
lived in slums amidst poverty and
squalor. Modern forms of governance,
with the state assuming control of
health, sanitation, crime control and
general ‘development’ ereated the
demand for new Kinds of knowledge.
The soclal sclences and particularly
sociology emerged partly as a
response (o this need.

From the outset soclological
thought was concerned with the
scientilic analysis of developments in
industrial society. This has prompled
observers to argue that sociology was
the ‘science of the new industrial
society’. Empirically informed
scientific discussion about trends in
social behaviour only became
possible with the advent of modern
industrial society. The scientific
information generated by the atate to
monitor and maintain the health of
its social body became the basis for
reflection on society, Sociological
theory was the result of this sell-
reflection,
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Karl Marx (1818-1883)
Biography

Karl Marx was born on 5 May 1818 in Trier, part of

the Rhineland provines of Prussia in Germany. Son

of a prosperous liberal lawyer.

1834-36: Studied law at the Unbrersity of Bonn and
then at the University of Berlin, where he
was much Influenced by the Young
Hegellans.,

1841, Completed his dectoral thesis In

: philosophy from the University of Jena.

1845: Married Jenny von Westphalen and moved
to Paris.

1844 Met Friedrich Engels in Paris, who became a lifelong friend.

1847:  Invited by the nternational Working Men's Assoclation to prepare a
document spelling out lis alms an&uhj:tlivﬁ,"[‘ﬁlﬂ was written jolntly
by Marx and Engels and published as the Manjfesto of the Commnmist
Party (1948)

18449 hlhdenglandanﬂugﬁl«mmuﬂmdﬂam

1852; ﬂmﬂgmmuhmmﬂm qrmﬂmmmns {published).

18549: Ammwmwmmmmml.

1867 Capital, Vol, L published,

181 Death of Jenny von Wesiphalen:

1883 Marx dies and is buried i London's Highgate Cemretery,

Karl Marx was from Germany but
spent most of his intellectually
productive yvears in exile in Britain,
His radical political views led him to
be exiled from Germany, France and
Austria. Though Marx had studied
philosophy he was not a philosopher.
He was a social thinker who advocated
an end o oppression and explodtation.
He believed thal scientific socialism
would achieve this goal. To that end

he engaged in a critical analysis of
capitalist society to expose its
weaknesses and bring about ifs
downfall. Marx argued that human
goclety had progressed fthrough
different stages. These were: primitive
communism, slavery. fendalism and
capitalism. Capitalism was the latest
phase of human advancement, bt
Marx believed that it would give way
o socialism.

2018-18



Lt

Capitalist society was marked by
an ever intensilying process of
alienation operating at several levels,
First. modern capitalist society is one
where humans are more alienated
from nature than ever before; second,
human beings are alienated from each
other as capitalism individualises
previously collective forms of social
organisation, and as relationships get
more and more market-mediated,
Third, the large mass of working
pecple is alienated from the fruits of
lts labour because workers do ot own
the products they produce. Moreover,
workers have no control over the worlk
process iisell — unlike in the days
when skilled erafismen controlled
their own labour, today the content of
the factory worker's working day is
decided by the management. Finally,
as the combined result al all these
alienations, human beings are also
allenated from themselves and
struggle to make their lives meaningful
in a system where they are both more
free but alse more alienated and less
in control of their lives than before.

However, even though il was an
exploltative and oppressive system,
Marx believed that capitalism was
nevertheless a necessary and
progressive stage of human history
because il created the preconditions
for an egalitarian fuiure free from both
exploitation and poverty, Capitalist
society would be transformed by ils
victims, Le, the working class, who
woutld unite to collectively bring about
a revolution to overthrow it and
establish a free and equal socialist
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socicty. In order to understand the
working of capitalism, Marx undertoak
an elaborate study of lts political,
social and specially its economic
aspects,

Marx's conception of the economy
was based on the notion of a mode of
production, which stood for a broad
system of production associated with
an epoch or historical period.  Primitive
communism, slavery. feudalism and
capitalism were all modes of
production. At this general level, the
mode of production defines an entire
way of life characleristic of an era. At
a more specilic level, we can think of
the mode of production as being
something like a building in the sense
that it consizis of a foundation or base,
and a superstructure or something
erected on top of the base, The base —
or cconomic hase — is primariij'
economic and includes the productive
forces and production relations.
Productive forces refer to all the means
or factors of production such as land,
labour, technelogy, sources of energy
{such as electricity, coal, petroleum and
s0 on). Production relations refer to
all the economic relationships and
forms of labour organisation which are
involved in production. Produclicn
relations are also property relations, or
relationships based on the ownership
or control of the means of production.

For example, in the mode of
production called primitive
communism, the productive forces
consisted mostly of nature — forests,
land. animals and so on — along with
very riddimentary forms of technology
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like simple stone tools and hunting
weapons,  Production relations were
based on community property (since
individual private property did not yet
exisl] and included tribal forms of
hunting or gathering which were the
prevalent  forms of  labour
organisation.

The cconomic base thus consisted
of productive forces and relations of
production. On this base rested all
the social, cultural and political
institutions of soclety., Thus,
institutions like religion. art, law,
literature or different forms of beliefs
and Ideas were all part of the
‘superstructure” which was built on
top of the base. Marx argued that
people’s ldeas and bellefs originated
from the cconomic system of which
they were part. How human beings
carned their livelvhood determined
how they thought — material life
shaped ideas, ideas did not shape
muaterial lile. This argument wenl
against the dominant ways of thinking
in Marx's time, when Ii was common
to argue that human beings were free
to think whatever they wanted and
that ideas shaped the world.

Marx placed great emphasis on
economic structures and Processes
because he believed that they formed
the foundations of every social system
throughout human history. If we
understand how the economy works
and how it has been changing in the
past, he argued, we can learn how to
change society in the future. But how
can such change be brought about?
Marx's answer: through class struggle.

7l

CrLass STRUGGLE

For Marx, the most important method
of classifying people into social groups
was with reference to the production
process, rather than religion, language,
nationality or similar identities. He
argued that people whe cocupy the
saume position in the social production
process will eventually form a class. By
virtue of their location in the
production process and in property
relations, they share the same nterests
and objectives, even though they may
nol recognise this immediately.
Classcs are formed through historical
processes, which are in turn shaped
by transformations in the conditions
and forces of production, and
consequent conflicts between already
existing classes. As the mode of
production — that iz, the production
technology and the social relations of
production — changes, conflicts
develop between different classes which
result In struggles, For example, the
capitalist mode of production creates the
working class, which s a new wrban,
property-less group created by the
destruction of the feudal agricultural
system, Serfs and small peasants were
thrown off their lands and deprived of
their earfter sources of livelyhood, They
then congregated in cities looking for
wiavs to survive, and the pressure of the
laws and palice forced them to work in
the newly bullt factories. Thus a large
new social group was created consisting
of property-lezs people who were forced
to work for their living, This shared
location within the production process
makes workers into a class,
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Marx was a proponent of class
struggle. He believed that class
struggle was the major driving force
of change in society, In The Comumunisd
Manifesto (which was also a
programme of action), Marx and
Engels presented their views in a clear
and concise manner. s opening lines
declare, The history of all hitherto
existing societies is the history of class
struggle’. They wenl on to trace the
course of human histery and
described how the nature of the class
strugifle varied in different historical
epochs,. As society evolved from the
primitive to the modern through
distinet phases, each characterised by
particular kinds of conflict between the
oppressor and oppressed classes.
Marx and Engels wrote, ‘Freeman and
slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and
serl. guild master and journeyman. in
a word, oppressor and oppressed,
stood In constant oppositlon o one
another, carried outl an uninterrapled.
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now hidden, now open fight”. The
major opposing classes of each stage
were identified from the contradictions
of the production process. In
capitalism the bourgeoisie (or
capitalists) owned all the means of
production, [such as investible capital,
existing factories and machinery, land
and so on), On the other hand, the
working class lost all the means of
production that it owned {or had
access to] in the past. Thus, in the
capitalist social system. workers had
no choice but to sell thelr labour for
wages in order (o survive, because they
had nothing else,

Even when two classes are
abjectively opposed to each other, they
do not automatically engage in
conflict.  For conflict to occur it s
necessary for them o become
subjectively conscious of their class
interests and identities, and therefore
also of their rivals® interests and
identities. It is only after this kind of

Activity 2

Although it is also called a dwdmm;gruupfmdhryﬂumdfm,n’dﬂmtﬂa
furmachuu!nthummﬂ&nurm‘? What cnis ennyuughumiu}'nurand
wmwwfmmmmllmmhummmM
class? What about workers and managers working in the same factory — do they
bath belong to the same class? Does a rich industrialist or factory owner who
lives in the city and owns no agricultural land belong to the same class as a poor
agricultural hbgurﬁ'nﬂlnmrﬂlnﬂw village and owns no land? What about a
land!urd%hmualu-tnrhndmﬂamnﬂpmmlwhnmaamﬂpmur'
.hnd—du]hﬁrbelmﬂmthemmednmﬁtheyuwmthumwusgemdm
Isoth ndowners?

Think carefully about the reasons for your responses to these examples,
| Seuggestion: Try to imagine what interests the people mentioned in these examples
nmjhuﬁhtmﬂ:ﬂkufﬂmp:ﬂﬂmlhqnﬂ:uﬁ'hﬂml&rﬁumﬂﬂlﬂyﬂm
particulardy in relation to the production process. |
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‘class consclousness’ 1s developed
through pelitical mobilisation that
clasas conflicts occur, Such conflicts
can lead to the overthrow of a
dominant or ruling class [or coalition
of classes] by the previously
dominated or subordinated classes —
this is called a revolution. In Marx's
theory, economic processes created
conlradictions which in (urn
generated class conflict, But economic
processes did not automatically lead
to revolution social and political
processes were also needed (o bring
about a tolal ransformation of society.

The presence of ideology is one
reason why the relationship between
economic and socio-political processes
becomes complicated. In every epoch,
the ruling classes promole a dominant
tdeology. This dominant ideclogy, or

T3

way of seeing the world, tends to justify
the domination of the ruling class and
the existing social order, For example,
dominant idecologies may encourage
poor peaple 1o believe that they are poor
not because they are exploited by the
rich but becanse of Tale’, or becawse of
bad deeds in a previous life, and so on.
However, dominant ideologies are nol
always successiul. and they can also be
challenged by alternative worldviews or
rival Ideologics. As consclousness
spreads unevenly among classes, how
a class will act In a particular historical
situation cannot be pre-determined.
Hence, according to Marx, economic
processes generally tend (o gencrate
elass conflicts, though this also depends
om politlcal and social conditions, Given
favourable conditions, class conllicts
culminate in revolutions.

1876

philosophy.
1887
at the Uﬂh’ﬁﬂltﬁ' of Bordeaux.
1893;
-d:lmenaﬁum
1895,

1897
1902;

1912

1917
War L

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
Emile Durkheim was born on April 15, 1858 in Epinal in the
Lorraine re.g;lmﬂﬂrmwﬂnﬂwﬂerm_ap barder. He was from
an orthodox Jewlsh family; his father, grandfather and great |
mmmmlmhmwmmm Emile too was
Inftialty amttaumﬂmfurmmhgmhbﬂ. -

Enters the Ecole Normate Superieure n Parls to study
Appolnted lecturer in soclal seiences and education

Pu]:lluhmﬂlﬁhiqfiubﬂttrﬁl&:ﬂﬁelg hiﬁd-nctur.ﬂl

Puhﬂhh:aﬁu!a's of Soviological Method,
medﬂmmﬂn[nghque.ﬂnﬂnt ﬂﬂﬂalatﬁﬂwejuumnl in France: and
publishes his fumous study, Seicide.

Joins the University of Paris as the Chair of Education, Later in I‘Ellﬂtha
Chalr was renamed Education and Sociology.

Publishes The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life,
Dies at the age of 59, heartbroken by the death of his son. Andre in World
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Emile Durkheim may be considerned
as the founder of soeciology as a formal
dizscipline as he was the first to become
a Professor of Sociology in Paris in
1913, Born into an orthoedox Jewish
[amﬂy. Durkhelm was sent fo a
rabbinical school (a Jewish religious
school) for his early education. By the
time he entered the Ecole NMormale
Superieurs in 1876 he brolke with his
religious orientation and declared
himself an agnostic. However, his
moral upbringing had an enduring
influence on his sociological thinking.
The moral codes were the key
characteristics of a soclety that
determined the behaviour patterns of
individuals. Coming from a religious
family, Durkheim cherished the idea
of developing a secular understanding
of religion. It was in his last book, The
Elementery Forms of Religious Life that
he was finally able to fulfil this wish.

Society was for Durkheim a social
fact which existed as a moral
community over and above the
individual, The ties that bound peaple
in groups were crucial to the existence
of society, These ties or social
solidarities exerted pressure an
individuals to conform to the norms
and expectations of the group. This
constrained the individual’s behaviour
pattern, limiting variation within a
small range, Constriction of cholce in
social action meant that behaviour
could now be predicted as it followed
a pattern. So by observing behaviour
patterns it was possible to identify the
norms, codes and social solidarities
which governed them. Thus, the
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existence of otherwise ‘invisible’ things
like ideas, norms, values and so on
could be empirically verified by
studying the patterns of social
bBehaviour of people as they related o
each other in a society.

For Durkheim the social was to be
found in the codes of conduct imposed
omn individuals by collective agreemenit.
It was evident in the practices of
everyday life. The scientific
understanding of society that
Durkheim sought to develop was
based on the recognition of moral
lacts. He wrote, ‘Moral facls are
phenomena like others; they consiat
of rules of action recognizable by
certain distinetive characteristes, it
musi then be possible io observe
them, describe them, classify them
and look for certain laws explaining
them' [Durkheim 1964: 32]. Moral
codes  were manifestations  of
particular seclal conditions., Hence
the morality appropriate for one
soviely was inappropriate for another,
So for Durkheim, the prevailing social
conditions could be deduced from the
moral codes. This made sociology akin
to the natural sciences and was in
keeping with his larger objective of
establishing sociology as a rigorous
scientific discipline.

DurEHEM's VIsioN oF SOCIOLOGY

Durkheim’s vision of sociclogy as a
new sclentific discipline was
characterised by twe defining
features. First, the subject matter of
sociology — the study of social facts
— was different from the other
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sciences. Sociolody concerned itself
exclusively with what he called the
‘emergent’ level, that is, the level of
complex collective life where social
phenomena can emerge. These
phenomena — for example, social
institutions ke religion or the amily,
or soclal values like Iriendship or
patriotism ete. — were only possible
in a complex whole that was larger
than (and different from] I1is
constituent parts.  Although it is
composed entirely of individuals, a
collective social entity like a foothall
or cricket team becomes something
other than and much more than just
a collection ol eleven persons. Social
cntities like teams, political parties,
street gangs, religious communities,
nations and so on belong to a different
level of reality than the level of
individuals. It is this ‘emergent” level
that sociology studies.

The second defining feature of
Durkheim's vision of sociology was that,
like most of the natural sclences, it was
to be an empirical discipline. This was
actually a difficuli claim to make
because social phenomena are by their
very nature abstract. We cannot "see’ a
collective entity like the Jain
communily, or the Bengali (or
Malavalam or Marathi]l speaking
community, or the Nepalese or Egvptian
national communities. AL least, we
cannet see them In the same
straightforward way that we can sec a
tree or & boy or a cloud. Even when the
social phenomenon iz small — like a
family or a theatre group — we can
directly see only the individuals who
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make up the collectivity; we cannot see
the collectivity itsell, One of Durkheim's
most significant achievements is his
demonstration that sociology., a
discipline that dealt with abstract
entities like =ocial facts, could
nevertheless be a science founded on
observable, empirically verifiable
evidence, Although not directly
ob=ervable, social [acts were indirectly
observable through patterns of
behaviour, The most famous example
of his use of a new kind of empirical
data is in his study of Suicide. Although
each individual case of suicide was
speeific to the individual and his/her
cireumstances, the average rate of
suicide aggregated across hundreds of
thousands of Individuals In a
community was a social fact. Thus,
social facis could be obaerved via social
behaviour, and specially aggregated
patierns of social behaviour.

S0 what are ‘soclal facts'? Social
laects are like things. They are external
to the Individual but constrain their
behaviour, Institlulions like law,
education and religion constitute
sotial facts, Social facls are collective
representations which emerge from
the association of people. They are not
particular to a person but of a general
nature, independent of the individual.
Attributes like beliefs, leelings or
collective practices are examples.

Division of Labour in Society

In his first bools, DNoisiore of Lobowr in
Soctefy, Durkheim demonstrated his
method of analysis to explain the
evolution of society from the primitive
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te the modern, He classifled a society
by the nature of social solidarity which
existed in that society, He argued that
while a primitive socicty was organised
according o ‘mechanical” solidarity,
madern society was based on ‘organic’
solidarity. Mechanical solidarity is
founded on the similarity of its
individual members and is found in
societies with small populations. It
typically invobves a collecton of different
scif-sufficient groups where each person
within a particular group is engaged in
similar activities or funcions, As ihe
solidarity or ties between people are
bazed on similarity and personal
relationships, such socletics are not very
tolerant of differences and any violation
of the norms of the community atiracts
harsh punishment. In other words.
mechanical solidarity based societies
have repressive laws designed o prevent
deviation from communilty norms. This
was because the Individual and the
community were so tightly integrated
that it was feared that any violation of
codes of conduct could result in the
disintegration of the community.
Organic solidarity characterises
maodern society and is based on the
heterngeneity of its members. It is
found in societies with large
populations, where most social
relationshipg necessarily have to be
impersonal. Such a society is based
on institwiions, and each of its
constituent groups or units is not sell-
sufficient but dependent on other
units fgroups for their survival.
Interdependence is the essence of
organic solidarity. It celebrates
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individuals and allows for their need
to be different from each other, and
recognises thelr multiple roles and
organic ties. The laws of modern
society are Testitutive” in nature rather
than ‘repressive’. This means that in
modern socleties, the law alms (o
repalr or correct the wrong that is done
by a criminal act. By contrasti, in
primitive societies the law sought o
punish wrong doers and enforced a
sort of collective revenge for their acts.
In modern society the individual was
glven some autonomy, whereas in
primitive societies the individual was
totally submerged in the collectivity.

A characteristic feature of modern
socielies s that individuals with
similar goals come together veluntarily
to form groups and associations. As
these are groups oriented towards
specific goals, they remain distinot
from each other and do not seck o
take over the entire life of its members.
Thus, individuals have many different
identties in different contexis. This
enables individuals to emerge from the
shadow of the community and
establish their distinet identity in
terms of the functions they perform
and the roles they play. Since all
individuals have to depend on others
for the fulfilment of their basic needs
like ftood. clothing. shelter and
education. their intensity of
interaction with others Increases,
Impersonal rules and regulations are
required to govern social relations in
such societies because personalised
relations can no longer be maintained
in a large population.
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The DMeision of Labour in Soclefy
provides a good preview of
Durkheim's enduring concerns, His
cffort to create a new scientific
discipline with a distinct subject
which can be empirically validated is
clearly manifested In the way he

T

discusses the different types of social
solidarity as social facts, His objective
and secular analysis of the social ties
which underlie different tvpes of
society laid the foundation of
gociology as the new sclence of
society.

Max Weber was born on 21 April. 18684 in Echart,
Germany into a Prusstan family. His father was a
magisirate and a politician who was an - ardent
maonarchist and follower of Bismarck, His mother was
froam a distinguished liberal family from Heidelberg,

Max Weber (1864-1920)

1882; Wenl to Heldelberg to shudy law,
1884-84:  Siudied at the universities of Gottingen
and Berdin.
1884 Submitted his doctoral dissertation on A
Contribution to the History of Medieval
Busziness Organi=aiions.
1881: Submitted his habilitation thesis (entitling
him to be a teacher] on Romon Agraran
History and the Significance for Public and
FPrizwade Lo,
1805 Married Mananne Schodiger.
1894-96:  Appoinled Professor of Economics first el Frefburg, and then Heidelberg,
1897 - 1501 H.EEH.TI![WHBIJI'EEI_M:WEEI and falls 1I; unable to work, travels to Rome.
1431 Weber resumes achdrl':tﬂy work,
1903 Became the Associate Editor of the journal Archives for Soctal Science
and Social Welfare.
T80 Travels (o the UELPubllnhnTheFrnmﬂmﬂEﬂm ancd the Spirtt of
Capitalism.
1918; '['hliﬂ;!-u:p n-specially created chadr in Sociology ol Vierms,
1515 Appnlnlcd Professor of Economics at the University of Munich.,
1920 Weber dies,

Almost all of his major works which made bim famous were transkated
and published in book form only after his death. These include; The
Protestant Etfie and the Spirit of Capitalism (1930, From Max Weber:
Essoys in Sociologr (1946), Moy Weber on the : of the Social
Seternoes [1949), The Religion of frdia (19568) and Economy and Society
(3 vola, 1968).
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Activity 3

Ty to compare what Durkhelm and Marx say about the social division of labour,
They both agree that as society evolves, the social organisation of production
Erows more e, the division of labour becomes more detailed, and this creates
unaveidable interdependencies among different social groups. Bul where Durkbetm
emphasises solidarty. Marx emphasises conflict. What do you think about this?

Can you think of reasons why Marx may be wrong aboul modern sociely? For

-example, can you think of situations or examples where people are joining together

to firm groups or collectivides despite being from different class backgrounds
and having conflicting interests? What counter arguments eould vou glve to
persuade someone that Marx may still have a point?

Emgmthinkufrcumaﬂwﬂmthdmmuyhcmmgahnutmui:mzm:hﬂy
giving more freedom to the individual? For example, isn't 1t true that the spread
of mass communication {specially through television) has tended to standardise
popular fashion in things lke clothes or music? Tntlay.ymlugpnuq:htudliffqrmt
soial groups, different countries, ﬂntnurmgiunsar&mmmlﬂmly o be
Hﬂmhgmﬂmnamcmuﬁu.urmﬂnﬂth:mm:kluﬂufﬂuﬂmu%mﬂhdmt
Daes this make Durkheim wrong? What could be the argummrs fior and against
in this context?

Remember. socielogy 1s not ke mathematics where there is usually only one
right answer. Inanyihing to dowith society and human beings, it is possible (hat
mﬂmmmynﬁttmmmmﬂanmrﬁrightm“mnmﬂhutmmg-
in apother, or that it is partly ﬂghta.nd pa.ruy wrong, and soon. In other words,
the social world is very complex. and it changes from time to time and from place
to place, This makes it all the more important to learn how to think carefully
about the rmam:l.ﬂﬂi_ijr a particular answer may be right ar wrong in a particular

CCOnLexL.

Max Weber was one of the leading
German social thinkers of his time.
Despite long periods of physical and
mental il health, he has lefi a rich
legacy of sociological writing. He wrote
extensively on many subjects but
focused on developing an interpretive
sociology of social action and of power
and domination, Another major
concern of Weber was the process of
rationalisation in modern society and
the relationship of the various
religions of the world with this process,

Max Weber and Interpretive Sociology

Weber argued that the overall objectbe
of the soclal sclences was to develop
an ‘interpretive understanding of soclal
action’, These sciences were thus very
different from the natural sciences,
which aimed to discover the objective
laws of nature’ governing the physical
world, Since the central concern of the
social scicnces was with social action
and since human actions necessarily
Involved subjective meanings. the
methods of enguiry of sovial science
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also had to be different from the
methods of natural science. For Weber,
‘social action’ included all human
behaviour that was meaningful. that
is, action to which actors attached a
meaning. In studyving social action the
socinlogist’s task was to recover the
meanings attributed by the actor. To
accomplish this task the sociologist
had to put themselves in the actor's
place, and imagine what these
meanings were or could have been.
Sociology was thus a svstematic form
of ‘empathetic understanding’, that is,
an understanding based not an
‘feeling for' (svmpathy) but ‘feeling
with’ [empathy). The empathic [or
empathetic) understanding which
sociologists derive from this exercise
enables them to access the subjective
meanings and motivations of social
actors,

Weber was among the first to
discuss the special and complex kind
of ‘objectivity’ that the social sciences
had to cultivate. The social world was
founded on subjective human
meanings, values, feelings, prejudices.
ideals and so on.  In studying this
world, the soclal sclences inevitably
had to deal with these subjective
meanings, In order to capiure these
meanings and describe them
accurately, social seientists had (o
constantly practise ‘empathetic
understanding” by putting themselves
(imaginatively] in the place of the
people whose actions they were
studving. But this investigation had
to be done objectively even though it
was concerned with subjective matters,

i

Thus, ‘empathetic understanding’
required the sociologist to faithfully
record the subjective meanings and
motivations of social actors without
allowing his,/her own personal beliefs
and opinions to iInfleence this process
in amy way. Inother words, sociologists
were meant to describe, not judge, the
subjective feclings of others. Weber
called this kind of objectivity value
neutrality’, The sociologist must
neutrally record subjective values
without being affected by her/his own
leelings fopinions about these values.
Weber recognised Lhat this was very
difficult to do because social scientists
were also members of society and
always had their own subjective
beliefs and prejudices. However, they
had to practise great sell-discipline —
exercise an 'iron will' as he puils it —
in order to remain valoe neairal’ when
describing the values and worldviews
of others.

Apart from empathetic under-
standing, Weber also suggested
another methodelogical tool for doing
sociology — the ‘ideal type’. An ideal
trpe is a logically consistent model of a
social phenomenon that highlights its
most significant characteristics. Being
a conceptual tool designed to help
analysls, it s not meant o be an exact
reproduction of reality. [deal tvpes
may exaggerate some features of
phenomenon that are considered to be
analytically important, and ignore or
downplay others. Obviously an ideal
tvpe should correspond to reality in a
broad sense, but its main job is o
assist analysis by bringing out
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important features and connections of
the social phenomenon being studied.
An ideal oype is 1o be judged by how
helpful it is for analysis and
understanding, not by how accurate or
detalled a description it provides.

The ideal type was used by Weher
to analyse the relationship between
the ethics of “world religions” and the
ralionalisation of the social world in
different civillsations. It was in this
context that Weber suggesied that
ethics of certain Protestant sects
within Christianity had a deep
influence on the development of
capitalism in Europe.

Weber again used the ideal type to
illustrate the three types of authority
that he delined as iraditional,
charismatic and rational-legal. ‘While
the source of traditional authorilty was
custom and precedence, chartamatic
authority derved from divine sources
or the "gift of grace’, and rational-legal
authority was based on legal
demarcation of authority, Rational-
legal authority which prevailed in
modern times was epitomised in the
bureancracy,

Bureaucracy

It was a made of organisation which
was premised on the separation of the
public from the domestic world, This
meant that behaviour in the public
domain was regulated by explicit rules
and regulations. Moreover, as a public
institution, bureaucracy restricted the
power of the officials in regard to their
rezponsibilities and did not provide
absolute power to them.

LIMDIERSTANIIIMNG SO0TETY

Bureaucratic authority is
characterised by these features:

(i) Functioning of Officials;

{il) Hierarchical Ordering of Positions;

(iii) Heliance on Written Document

(iv) Office Management; and

{v] Conduct in Office.

(i) Functioning of Officials: Within the
burcaucracy officlals have fixed
areas of ‘official jurisdiction’
governed by rules, laws and
administrative regulations. The
regular  activities of  the
bureaucratic organisation are
distributed in a Axed way as olficial
duties, Moreover, commands are
imsued b},r higher authorities for
implementation by subordinates in
a stable way, bul the responsibilities
of officials are strictly delimited by
the authority available to them, As
duties are to be fulfilled on a regular
basis, only those who have the
requisite gualifications to perform
them are employed. Official
positions in a bureaucracy are
independent of the incumbent as
they continue beyond the tenure of
any occupant.

(i) Hierarchical Ordering af Positions:
Authority and office are placed on
a graded hierarchy where the
higher officials supervise the lower
ones. This allows scope of appeal
to a higher official in case of
dissatisfaction with the decisions
of lower officials.

(iii} Relignoe on Written Document: The
management of a bureaucratic
organisation is carried out on the
basis of written documents
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[the files) which are preserved as
records, There is cumulation in the
decision making of the 'bureau’ or
office. It is also a part of the public
domain which is separate from the
privaie life of the officials.

livl Office Management: As office
management is a specialised and
modern activity it requires trained
and skilled personnel to conduct
operations.

(vl Conduct in Office: As official activity
demands the Tull time attention of
officials (rrespective of her/his
delimited hours in oflice. hence an
official’'s conduct in office is
governed by exhaustive rules and
regulations. These separate her/
his public conduci from her/his
behaviour in the private domain.
Also since these rules and
regulations hawve legal recognition,
efficials can be held accountable,
Weber's characterisation of

bureaucracy as a modern form of

paolitical authority demonstrated how
an individual actor was both
recognised for her/his skills and

&l

training and given responsibilities with
the requisite authority o implement
them. The legal delimitation of tasks
and authority constrained unbridled
power and made officials accouniable
to thelr clients as the work was carried
out in the public domain.

Activity 4
To what extent do you think the
following groups or activities involve
the Eﬂmseufbummauﬁm‘mr
in Weber's sense? =
(a) your ¢lass: (b} your school! (] a
foothall team: (d} & panchayat samiti
mtvﬂhin [l a fan association for
a popular film Btgrm a group of
- regular nuters on a train or bus
route: (gl a joint family: (h) a village
yﬂmmtm.‘ll‘a"(m crew of a ship; (j)
‘a criminal gang; (k) the followers of
:lmﬂmdn"andﬂ}nﬂaﬂm'
a fim Inva cinema hall
_ Based on vour discussions, which
of these groups would you be willing
‘to characterise as ‘hureancratic'?
Rmemhm*yndmm‘ndﬂmurmm
huthﬁ:,rﬂwﬂlﬂagﬂluﬂt.anﬂlmtﬂ:

to people whao disagree with!

GLOSSARY

Alienation: A process in capitalist aociety by which human beings are separated
and distanced from jor made strangers to] nature, other human beings, thedr
wiork and its product, and their own nature or self.

Enlightenment: A period in 18th century Europe when philosophers rejected
the supremacy of religious doctrines, established reason as the means to trath,
and the human being as the sole bearer of reason,

Social Fact: Aspects of soctal reality that are related to collecttve patierns of
behaviour and beliefs, which are ool created by individuals bul exerl pressure

on them and influence thelr behaviowr.
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Mode of Production: It is a system of material production which persists over a
long period of Hme, Each mode of production is distinguished by its means of
production (eg: techinology and forms of production organisation) and the relations
of producticn feg: slavery, serfdom, wage Tabour),

Office: In the context of bureaucracy a public post or positlon of Impersonal and
formal authority with specified powers and responsibilities; the office has a
scparate existence independent of the person appeinied to i, {This s different
froam anather meaning of the same word which refers o an actual bureaveratic
Insdintion or (o its physical locatlon: ed. post office. panchayvat olfice. Prime
Minister's office, my mother's or father's office, ete.)

ExERCISES

1. Whv is the Enlightenment important for the development of socialoge?

2, How was the Indusirial Revolution responsible for giving rise o sociology?
3. What are the various components of a mode of production?

4, Why do classes come into conflicl, according 1o Marx?

G, What are soctal facts? How do we recognise them?

B, What iz the difference between ‘'mechanical’ and ‘organic’ solidarity?

7. Show, with cxamples. how moral codes are Indicators of soclal solidarty.

8, What are the basic features of bureaucracy?

9. What s special or different absoat the kind of objectivity needed in soclal seienoe?

1. Can you identify any ideas or theories which have led to the formation of
social movements in India in recent times?

11. Trv to And out what Marx and Weber wrote about India.

12. Can you think of measons why we should study the work of thinkers who
died long age? What could be some reasons to not study them?
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INDIAN SOCIOLOGISTS

As vou saw in the opening chapter of
vour first book, ntroducing Sociologr.
the discipline is a relatively young one
everl in the European context. having
been established only about a century
agn. In India, interest in sociological
wiys of thinking is a little more than a
century old, but formal university
teaching of sociolody only began in
1919 at the Universiiy of Bombay. - In
the 1920s, two other universities —
those at Caleulta and Lucknow — also
began programmes of feaching and
research in sociology and anthropology.
Today, every major university has a
depariment of sociology, social
anthropology or anthropology. and
often more than one of these disciplines
is represented.

Now-a-days sociology tends 1o be
taken for granted in India. like most
established things, But this was not
abways so. In the early days, it was
not clear at all what an Indian sociology
would look like, and indeed, whether
India really needed something like
sociology, In the first quarter of the
20ih century, those who became
interested in the discipline had to
decide for themselves what role it could

play in India. In this chapter, you are
going o be introduced (o some of the
founding figures of Indian sociology.
These scholars have helped o shape
the discipline and adapt it to our
historical and social context.,

The specificity of the Indian context
raised many questions. First of all, if
western sociology emerged as an
attempl o make sense of modernity,
what would lis role be in a country like
India? India. oo, was of course
experiencing the changes brought
about by modernity but with an
important difference — it was a colony.
The first experlence of modernity in
India was closely intertwined with the
experience of colonial subjugation.
Secondly, It social anthropology in the
west arpse oul of the curiosity felt by
European soclety about primitive
cubiures, what role could it have In
India, which was an ancient and
advanced civilisation, but which also
had ‘primitive’ societies within it?
Finally, what useful role could sociology
have in a sovereign, independent India,
a nation about to begin s adventure
with planned development and
democracy?
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The pioneers of Indian soclology
not only had to find their own answers
to gquestions like these, they also had
to formulate new gquestions for
themselves. [t was only through the
experience of ‘doing’ sociology in an
Indian context Lhal the questions took
shape — they were not avallable
‘readymade’. As is often the case, in
the beginning Indians became
socicloglisis and anthropologlsts
mostly by accident. For example, one
of the earliest and best known
pioneers of social anthropology In
India. L.K. Ananthakrishna Iyer
[1B61-1937), bepan his career as a
clerk, moved on to become a school
teacher and later a college teacher in
Cochin state in prezent day Kerala, In
1902, he was asked by the Dewan of
Cochin Lo assist with an ethnographic
SUrvey ol the state, The British
government wanted similar surveys
done in all the princely states as well
as the presidency arcas directly under
its control. Ananthakrishna Iver did
this work on a purely voluntary basis,
working as a college teacher in the
Maharajah's College at Ernakulam
during the week. and functioning as
the unpaid Superintendent of
Ethnography in the weekends. His
work was much appreciated by British
anthropologists and administrators of
the time, and later he was alzo invited
to help with a similar ethnographic
survey in Mysore stale,

Ananthakrishna Iver was probably
the first seli-taught anthropologist to
receive national and international
recognition as a scholar and an

LN YRS TANIIMNG SOCEETY

academician. He was invited to lecture
at the University of Madras. and was
appointed as Reader at the University
of Calcutta, where he helped set up the
first post-graduaie anthropology
department in India. He remained at
the University of Calcutia rom 1917
to 1932, Though he bad no formal
gualifications in anthropalogy, he was
elected President of the Ethnology
section of the Indlan Sclence Congress.
He was awarded an honorary doctorale
by a German university during his
lecture four of European unlversitics.
He was also conferred the Gies of Rao
Bahadur and Dewan Bahadur by
Cochin state,

The lawyer Sarat Chandra Roy
(1871-1942) was another ‘accidental
anthropologist’ and pioneer of the
discipline in India. Before taking his
law degree in Caleutta’s Ripon College,
Roy had done graduate and post-
graduate degrees in English, Soon after
he had begun practising law. he
decided to go to Ranchi in 1898 to take
up a job as an English teacher at a
Christian missionary school. This
decision was to change his life, for he
remained in Ranchi for the next forty-
four years and became the leading
authority on the culture and soclety of
the tribal peoples of the Chhotanagpur
region [present day Jharkhand). Roy's
interest in anthropological matters
began when he gave up his school job
and began practising law at the Ranchi
courts, eventually being appointed as
official interpreter in the court,

Roy became deeply interested in
tribal society as a byproduct of his
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professional need to interpret tribal
customs and laws (o the court. e
travelled extensively among tribal
communities and did intensive
fieldwork among them. All of this was
done on an ‘amateur’ basis, but Roy's
diligence and keen eye [or detail
resulied in valuable monographs and
research articles. During his entire
career, Hoy published more than one
hundred articles in leading Indian and
British academic journals in addition
to his famous monographs on the
Oraon, the Mundas and the Kharias.
Roy soon became very well known
amongst anthropologisis in India and
Britain and was recognised as an
authorily on Chhotanagpur. He
founded the journal Man in India in
1922, the earliest journal of its kind in
India that is still published.

Both Ananthakrishmna Iver and
Sarat Chandra Roy were true pioneers.
In the early 1900s, they began
practising a discipline that did not yet
exist in [ndia, and which had no
institutions to promote it. Both Iver
and Roy were born, lived and died in
an India thal was ruled by the British.
The four Indian sociologists you are
gaing to be introduced in this chapter
were born one generation later than
Iver and Roy. They came of age in the
colonial era, bul their careers
continued inio the era of independence,
and they helped to shape the first
formal institlutions that established
Indian sociology, G.5. Ghurve and DLP,
Mukerji were born in the 1890s while
AR, Desai and M.N. Srinivas were
about fifteen yvears younger, having

B85

been born in the second decade of the
20th century, Although they were all
decply influenced by western traditions
of sociology, they were also able to offer
some nitlal answers to the question
that the ploneers could only begin to
ask : what shape should a specifically
Indian sociology take?

G.5. Ghurye can be considered the
founder of institutionalised sociology
in India. He headed India’s very first
post-graduate teaching department of
Sociology at Bombay University for
thirty-five years. He gulded a large
number of research scholars, many of
whomm went on o occupy prominent
positions in the discipline. He also
founded the Indian Sociological
Soclety as well as lts Journal
Sociclogical Bulletin. His academic
wrilings were nol only prolific, but very
wide-ranging In the subjects they
covered. At a time when [inancial and
institutional support for university
research was very limited, Ghurye
managed to nurture sociology as an
increasingly Indian discipline. Ghurye's
Bombay University department was the
firsl to successfully implement two of
the features which were later
enthusiastically endorsed by his
guccesaors In the discipline. These
were the active combining of teaching
and research within the same
institution. and the merger of social
anthropology and sociology inlo a
composite discipline.

Best known, perhaps. for his
writings on caste and race, Ghurye also
wrote on & broad range of other themes
Including tribes: kinship., family and
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1913;

1919:

1923;

1624

1951

1951

G, 5. Ghurye was born on 12 December 1823 in Malvan,
a town In the Konkan coastal region of weatern India. His
family owned a trading business which had onee been

prosperous. but was in decline.

1936

Gevind Sadashiv Ghurye [1803-1083)

7

Joined Elphinstone College in Bombay with ]l
Sanskrit Honours for the BA. degree which he |
completed in 1916, Received the M.A. degree in
Sanskrit and English from the same college in 1918,

Selected for a scholarship by the University of

Bombay for training abroad in sociology. Initially went to the London
School of Economics to study with LT, Hobhouse. & prominent sociologist
of the time. Later went mﬂambrhdgutustuﬁ}'udﬂlWHR ‘Rivers. and
was deeply Influenced by his dlEuE.lrmlnt perspective.

Fh.D, submilted under A.C, Haddon after River’s sudden death in 1922,
Returned to Bombay in May. Caste and Hm:?ﬁl‘inm the manuscripl
based on the doctoral dlmﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂﬁ!h‘h‘!l anueptﬂfmpuhllmunn ina major
ook series at Cambridge,

After brief stay in Caleutta, was appointed Reader and Head of the
Department of Seciology at Bombay University in June. He remained as
Head of the Depantment at Bombay University for the next 35 vears.

Ph.Iy, ngmmm::waﬂaumh:dntﬂmﬂumhay Pepartment; the first Ph.D.
in Sociology at an Indian university was awarded to G.R. Pradhan under

Ghurye's supervision, The. H..H.. courss was revised and made a full-fedged
Booourse programime ln

Ghmmhlﬁmmhlgmﬂ Soclologleal Society and became its founding
President. The journal of the [ndian Soclological Society. Sociological Bulletin
was launched tn 1952,

Ghurye retired from the University, bul continued o be active in academic
life, pﬂ:ﬁﬂulﬂ.rﬁ.’r']n terms of publication — 17 of his 30 bocks were writien

after retirement,
G.5, Ghurye died in 1983, at the age of 90,

¥

marriage: culture, civilisation and the
historlc role of cities; religlon; and the
sociology of conflict and integration.
Among the intellectual and contextual
concerns which influenced Ghurye, the
maost prominent are perhaps
diffusionism, Orientalist scholarship

on Hindw religion and thought,
nationalism, and the cultural aspects
of Hindu identity.

One of the major themes that
Churye worked on was that of trilsal”
or ‘aboriginal’ cultures, In fact, it was
his writings on this subject, and
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specially his debate with Verrier Elwin
whiich [irst made him known oulside
sociology and the academic world, In
the 1930s and 1940s there was much
debate on the place of tribal societies
within India and how the state should
respond to them. Many British
administrator-anthropologisis were
specially intercsted in the tribes of
India and believed them to be primitive
peeples with a distinctive culture far
from mainstream Hindoism., Th::,.'alﬂn
believed that the innecent and simple
tribals would sulfer exploitation and
cultural degradation through contact
with Hindu culture and society, For
this reason, they felt that the state
had a duty to protect the tribes and
Lo help them susiain their way of life
and culture, which were facing
conslant pressure o assimilate with
mainstream Hindo enlture. Howewer,
nationalist Indians were equally
passionate about their beliel in the
unity of India and the need for
modernising Indian sociely and
culture., They believed that attempis
to preserve tribal culture were
misguided and resulted in maintaining
tribals in a backward state as
‘muscums’ of primitive culture. As
with many features of Hinduism itself
which they felt to be backward and in
necd of reform, they fell that tribes,
too, needed to develop. Ghurve
became the best-known exponent of
the nationalist view and insisied on
characterising the tribes of India as
'‘backward Hindus® rather than
distinet cultural groups. He cited
detailed evidence from a wide variety

BT

of tribal cultures to show that they had
bBeen involved in constant interactions
with Hindulsm over a long perfod.
They were thus simply further behind
In the same process of assimilation
that all Indian communities had gone
through. This particular argument —
namely, that Indian tribals were
hardly cver isolated primitive
communities of the type that was
written about In the classical
anthropological texts — was not really
disputed. The differences were in how
the impact of mainstream culiure was
evaluated. The ‘protectionists” believed
that assimilation would result in the
severe exploitation and cultural
extinetion of the tribals. Ghurye and
the nationalisis, on the other hand,
argued that these ill-effects were not
specific to tribal cultures, bul were
common to all the backward anid
downirodden sections of Indian
aociety., These were the inevitable
difficulties on the road to development.

Activity 1

Today we still seem to be invalved in
sides to the gquestion from a
contemporary perspective. For
example. many iribal movemenis
assert their dhath:icthﬂ: culiural and
political Identity — in fact, the states
of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh
were formed In reaponse (o
such movements, There is also o
major controversy around the
disproportionate burden that tribil
communitics have been forced to
bear for the sale of developmental
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projects like big dams. mines and
factories, How many such conflicts
do you know about? Find out what
the |ssues are in these conflicts.
feel should be done about these
problems?

Ghurye on Caste and Race

G.5. Ghurye's academic reputation
was biilt on the basis of hiz doctoral
dissertation at Cambridge. which was
later published as Caste and Race in
Indin (1932). Ghurve’s work atiracted
attention because it addressed the
major concerns of Indian anthropology
at the time, In this book, Ghurye
provides a detailed critique of the then
dominant theories about the
relationship hetween race and casie,
Herbert Risley, a British colonial
offtcial whe was deeply interested In
anthropological matters, was the main
proponent of the dominant view, This
view held that human beings can be
divided Into distinet and separate
races on Lthe basis of their physical
characterlstics such as the
circumference of the skull, the length
of the nose, or the volume [size] of the
cranium or the part of the skull where
the brain is located.

Risley and others beliceved that
India was a unigue laboratory’ for
studving the evolution of ractal tvpes
because caste strictly prohibits inter-
marriage among different groups, and
had done so for centuries. Risley’s
IrLiLin ArgEummenl weas that caste must
have nﬂginatnd in race because

LR DERSTANIDIMNG SOCIETY

different caste groups seemed to
bkelong (o distinct racial tyvpes, In
general, the  higher castes
approximated Indo-Arvan ractal traits,
while the lower castes seemed (o
belong to non-Aryan aboriginal,
Mongoloid or other racial groups. On
the basis of differences between
groups In terms of average
measurements for length of nose, size
of cranium etc., Risley and others
suggested that the lower castes were
the original aboriginal inhabitants of
India. Thev had been subjugated by
an Arvan people who had come from
elsewhere and settled in India.
Ghurve did not disagree with the
hasic argument put forward by Risley but
beliewved it to be only partially correct.
He pointed out the problem with using
averages alone without considering the
variation in the distribution of a
particular measurement for a given
eommunity. Ghurye believed that
Risley’s thesis of the upper castes being
Aryan and the lower castes being
non-Aryan was broadly true only for
northern India, In other parts of India,
the inter-group differences in the
anthropometric measurcments were
not very large or systematic. This
auggested that. in most of India exeept
the Indo-Gangetic plain, different
racial groups had been mixing with
each other for a very long time. Thus,
racial purity” had been preserved due
to the prohibition on inter-marriage
only in ‘Hindustan proper” (north
India). In the rest of the country. the
practice of endogamy (marrying only
within a particular caste groupl may
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hawve been introduced into groups that
were already racially varied.

Today, the racial theory of caste is
no longer believed, but in the first half
of the Z20th century it was still
considered to be true. There are
canflicting opinions among historians
about the Arvanz and their arrival in
the subcontinent, However, at the
time that Ghurye was writing these
were among the concerns of the
discipline., which is why his writings
aftracted atiention.

Ghurve g also known lor offering
a comprehensive definition of
caste, His definitlon emphasises six
features.

(] Caste is an institution based on
segmenial divisior.  This means
that caste is divided into a number
of closed, mutually exclusive
segments or compartments, Each
caste |s one such compartment. It
is closed because caste is decided
by birth — the children born to
parents of a particular caste will
always belong to that caste, On the
other hand, there is no way other
than birth of acquiring caste
membership. In short, a person's
caste 18 decided by birth at birth;
it can neither be avoided nor
changed.

[il] Caste is based on hierarchical
division. Each caste is strictly
unequal to every other casie, that
is, every caste is cither higher or
lower than every olher one. In
theory [though not in practice], no
two castes are ever equal.

B

(ifi} The institution of caste necessarily
involves resirictions on social
interaction, specially the sharing
of food., There are elaborate rules
prescribing what Kind of food may
be sharcd between which groups,
These rules are governed by ideas
of purity and pollution. The same
also applics to social Inferaction,
most  dramatically in  the
Institution of untouchability,
where even the touch of people of
particular castes is thought 1o be
polinting,

{ivl Following from the principles of
hierarchy and restricted social
interaction. caste also Involves
differential rights and duwlies lor
different castes. These rights and
duties pertain not only to religions
practices but externd to the secular
world, Az ethnographic accounts
of ‘everyday life in casle sociely
have shown, interactions beiween
people of different castes are

governed by these rules.

ivi Caste restricts the choice of
ovcupation, which, like caste itself,
is decided by birth and is
hereditary. At the level of society,
caste functions as a rigid form of
the division of labour with specific
pecupations being allocated to
specilic castes.

ivi] Caste involves strict restrictions
ot mamioge,  Caste ‘endogamy’,
or marriage only within the caste,
is often accompanied by rules
about ‘exogamy’, or whom one
may not marry. This combination
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of rules about eligible and non-
eligible groups helps reproduce
the caste system,

Ghurve's definition helped to
make the study of caste more
systematic. His conceptual definition
was based on what the classical texls
prescribed. In actual practice, manmy
of these features of caste were
changing, though all of them continue
to exist in zome form, Ethnoegraphic
lieldwark over the next several

decades helped to provide valuable
accounts of what was happening to
caste in independent India,

Between the 1920 and the 1950,
sociology in India was equated with
the two major departments at Bombay
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and Lucknow, Both bhegan as
combined departments of sociology
and economics. While the Bombay
department in this period was led by
7.5, Ghurye. the Lucknow department
had three major figures, the famous
‘trinity” of Radhakamal Mukerjee [the
founder], D.P. Mukerji, and D.N.
Majumdar, Although all three were
well known and widely respected. D.P.
Mukerji was perhaps the most
popular. In fact, D.F. Mukerjl — or D.F.
as he was generally known — was
among the most influential scholars
of his generation nol only in sociology
bul In intellectual and public life
bevond the academy, His influence
and popularity came not so much from

Economics from Caleutla Universily.
1924

1934:

Pradeshy,
1947

185a:
1955
1456:

December 1961,

Dhurjati Prasad Mukerji (1894-1961)

D.F. Mukerjl was born on 5 ﬂmuher 1894 In a middle
clags Bengall brahmin I’m’nl!].r th a lang ;rﬂllu:m ol

Imvolvement in higher education. Undergraduaie degree
In science and postgraduate degrees in History and

Appointed Lecturer in the Department of
Economics and En-r:{n'lqg»m Lucknow Unlversity

4] Served as I:l:lrnutnr of Information under the
first Congress-led government of the United
Provinces of British India [present day Uttar

Served as a Member of the U.P. Labour Enguiny Committee,
Appointed Professor (by special order of the Vice Chancellor) at Lucknow
University,

Appointed Professor of Economics at Aligarh Muslim University
Presidential Address to the newly formed Indian Soclological Society
Underwent major sturgery for throal cancer in Swiizerland Died on &
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his scholarly writings as from his
teaching, his speaking at academic
events, and his work in the media,
including newspaper articles and
radio programmes, D.F. came to
sociology via history and economics,
and retained an actve inferest in oa
wide variety of subjects ranging across
literature, music, film, western and
Indian philosophy, Marxism, political
coonomy, and development planning.
He was strongly influenced by
Marxism. though he had more faith
in it as a method of social analysis
than as a political programme for
action. D.P. wrote many books in
English and Bengall. His Infrodeuction
to Indian Music is a pioneering work,
considered a classic in its genre.

D.P. Mukerji on Tradition and Change

It was through his dissatisfaction
with Indian history and economics
that DUF. turned to sociology. He felt
very sirongly thal the erueial
distinctive feamure of India was its
sacial system, and that, therefore, it
was important for each sccial science
to be rooted In this context, The
decisive aspect of the Indian context
was the social aspect: history, politics
and ecconomics in India were less
developed in comparison with the
west: however, the social dimensions
were ‘over-developed’. As DUP. wrote .
"... my conviction grew that India had
had society, and very litle else. In
fact. she had too much of it. Her
history. her economics, and even her
philozophy, | realizsed, had always
centred in soclal groups, and at best,

ol

in socialised persons.” [Mukherji
1965:2)

Given the centrality of society in
Indla, it became the first duty of an
Indian sociologist (o study and Lo
know the social traditions of India. For
DLP. this siudy of tradition was ool
orfented only towards the past, bl
also included sensitivity to change.
Thus, tradition was a living tradition,
makntaining its links with the past, but
also adapting to the present and thus
evalving over Ume. As he wrote, it
iz not enough for the Indian seciologist
to be a sociologist, He musi bhe an
Indian first, that is, he is to share in
the folk-ways, mores, customs and
traditions, for the purpose of
understanding his soclal system and
what lics beneath it and beyond it.”
In keeping with this view, he believed
that sociologists should learn and be
familiar with both ‘high’ and ‘low’
languages and cultures — not only
Sanskrit, Persian or Arabic, but alsn
local dialects.

D.P, argucd that Indian culfure
and sociely are nol individualistic in
the western sense, The average Indian
individual's pattern of desires is more
or less rigidly fixed by his socio-
cultural group pattern and he hardly
deviates from it. Thus, the Indian
social system is basically oriented
towards group, sect. or caste-action,
not voluntaristic” individual action.
Although "volunitariam’ was beginning
to influence the urban middle classes,
ils appearance ought to be (tself an
interesting subject of study for the
Indian sociologist, DLP, pointed owt
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that the reot meaning al the word
tradition is to transmit. s Sanskril
equivalents are elther parampara, that
is, succession; or aitithyoa, which comes
from the same roof as itthas or history.
Traditions are thus strongly rooted in
the past thal is kept alive through the
repeated recalling and retelling of
stories and myths, However, this link
with the past does not rule oul change,
but indlcates a process of adaptation
tn i, Internal and external sources of
change are always present in every
soclety, The most commonly clted
internal source of change in western
societies is the economy. but this
gource has not been as effective In
India, Class conflict, D.P. believed, had
been "smonthed and covered by cazte
traditions” in the Indian context.
where new class relations had not vet
emerged very sharply. Based on this
understanding. he concluded that one
of the firsi tasks for a dynamic Indian
sociology would be to provide an
account of the internal, non-economic
causes of change,

D.P. believed that there were three
principles of change recognised in
Indian traditions, nameby: shruf, s
and anubhava, Of these, the last —
anubhava or peraonal experience — 1s
the revolutionary principle, However, in
the Indian context personal experience
soom flowered into collective experience.
This meant that the most important
principle of change in Indian society
was generalised anubhava, or the
collective experience of groups, The high
traditions were centred in smrili and
sruti, but they were periodically
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challenged by the collective experience
of groups and sects, as for example in
the bhaketl mosvement., DL P, emphasised
that this was true not only of Hindu
but also of Muslim culture in India. In
Indian Islam, the Sufis have siressed
love and experience rather than holy
texts, and have been important in
bringing about change. Thus, for D.P.,
the Indian context is nol one where
discursive reason [buddhd-vichard is the
dominant force for change: amibhava
and prem [experience and lovel have
been historically superior as agents of
change.

Conflict and rebellion in the Indian
eontext have tended to work through
collective experiences. But the
resilience of tradition ensures that the
pressure of conflict produces change
in the tradition without breaking it.
So we have repeated cycles al
dominant erthodoxy being challenged
by popular revolis which succeed In
transforming orthodoxy, but are
eventually reabsorbed inte this
transformed tradition. This process
of change — of rebellion contalned
within the limits of an overarching
tradition — is tvpical of a caste soclety,
where the formation of classes and
class consciousness has been
inhibited. I).P.'s views on tradition and
change led him to criticise all
instances of unthinking borrowing
from western intelleciual tradidons,
including in such contexis as
development planning, Tradition was
neither to be worshipped nor ignored,
just as modernity was needed but not
to be blindly adopted. D.P. was
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simultancously a prouad but critical
inheritor of radition, as well as an
admiring eritic of the medernity that
he acknowledged as having shaped his
own intellectual perspective.

Activity 2

Discusa what s meant by a ‘living
iradition”, Accorling to P Hukeql
this 15 a traditton which malntasins
links with the past by retaining
; from H.. and al the same
e ine s mew things. A lving
trl_aﬂltinﬂ thus Includes some old
clements but also some new ones.
You cun gel a betler and more
ooncrete sense of what this means IF
you try 1o find out from different
generations of people in your
neighbourhond or family about what
is changed and what is unchanged
about specific practices, Herelsalist
Mﬁutsg:ﬁisynu.uantﬁr:ymmuﬂ._ih&-.
trv other subjects of own choiee.

Games played hgiﬂlmun nr
your age group (boys,/
Wazuramwmmapqnﬂhr‘ﬁamm

. Plus other such ﬂ:]:ax of
your =h1:ri:!e
P carh ot . vou need to
find out: What hupm‘rrs have
remained unchanged since as far
back as you or can find out?
What aspects have changed? What
was different and same about the
practice fevent (1] 10 vears ago; (i)
20 yoars ago; [ili] 40 years ago:
(i) B4 or more vears ago
Discuss your findings with the
whobe class,

X

AR Desald is one of the rare Indian
sociologists who was directly involved
in politics as a formal member of
political parties. Desal was a life-long
Marxist and became [nvolved In Marxist
politics during his undergraduate days
al Baroda, though he later resigned his
membership of the Communist Party
of India. For most of his career he was
associated with various kinds of non-
mainstream Marxist political groups.
Dwesai's father was a middle evel efvil
gervant in the Barcda state, but was
also a well-known novelist, with
sympathy for both socialism and
Indian pnationalism of the Gandhian
variety. Having lost his mother early
in life, Desai was brought up by his
father and lived a migratory life
because of the frequent transfers of
his lather to different posts in the
Baroda state.

After his undergraduate studies in
Baroda. Desal eventually joined the
Bombay department of sociology to
study under Ghuryve. He wrote his
doctoral dissertation on the social
aspects of Indian nationalism and was
awarded the degree in 1946, His
thesis was published in 1948 as The
Social Background of Indian
Nationalism, which is prebably his
best known work, In this book, Desal
offered a Marxist analysis of Indian
nationalism, which gave prominenace
to economic processes and divisions,
while taking account of the specific
conditions of British colonialism.
Although it had its ertics, this book
proved to be very popular and went
through numerous reprinis. Among

2018-19



LiE

LR DERSTANIDIMNG SOCIETY

190439
104i6:
1948:;

aof Indican Nationalisr
1951

BMed on 12 November 1994,

Akshay Ramanlal Desai (1915-1994)
A R Desal was born in 1815, Early education in Baroda, then in Surat and Bombay,
Member of Commumist Party of India; invobeed with Trotskyite groups,
PhiDy; submitted at Bombay under the superdsion of G.5. Ghurye.
Desai's Ph. D, dissertation is published as the book: Soctal Background

Joins the faculty of the Department of Sociology at Bombay University
1953 1981: Member of Revolutionary Soclalist Party.

1961 Rural Transition (n India is published.

1967 Appointed Professor and Head of Department,

1975 Sare and Socletyy InIndia: Essays in [issent 15 published.
1976; Retired from Department of Sociology.

19740: Peasant Eb'ugg.tss mhldiﬂhplﬂilahng

1966 mswqmmw!wmpum

the other themes that Desal worked
on were peasant movements and rural
sociology, modernisation, urban
issucs, political sociology, forms of the
state and human rights. Because

Marxism was not very prominent or

influential within Indian sociology.
AR, Desai was perhaps better known
outside the discipline than within it.
Although he received many honours
and was elected President of the
Indian Sociological Society, Desal
remained a somewhat unusual figure
in Indian zeciology.

AR, Desal on the State

The modern capitalist state was one
of the significant themes that

interested AR Desai. As alwava, his
approach to this issue was from a
Marxist perspective. In an essay called
“The myth of the welfare state”, Desal
provides a detailed critique of this
notien and points to it many
shortcomings. After considering the
prominent definitions available in the
sociological literature, Desai identifies
the following unique features of the
wellare stale:

[[) A wellare state is a positive state,
This means that, unlike the laisses
faire’ of classical liberal political
theory, the welfare state does not
seek to do only the minimum
necessary to maintaln law and
arder. The weltare siate 1s an
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interventionist state and actively
uses iis considerable powers (o
design and implement social policies
for the betterment of society.

[ii] The welfare state s a democratic
state, Democracy was considered
an essential condition for the
emergence of the wellare state.
Formal democratic institutions,
specially multi-party elections,
were thought to be a defining
feature of the welfare state. This
is why liberal thinkers excluded
soclallst and communist states
from this definition.

[1i]) A welfare state involves a mixed
econamy. A ‘mixed econemy” means
an economy where both private
capitalist enterprizes and state
or publicly owned enterprises
co-exist. A welfare state does not
seck to eliminate the capitalist
market, nor does it prevent public
investment In industry and other
flelds. By and large. the state
sector concentrates on basic goods
and social infrastructure, while
private industry dominates the
consumer goods sector.

Desal then goes on to suggest some
tesl criteria against which the
performance of the wellare state can
be measured, These are:

() Does the wellare state ensure
freedom from poverty. social
discrimination and security for all
its citizens?

[ii) Does the welfare state remove

inequalities of Income through
measures to redistribute income

a5

from the rich to the poor, and by
preventing the concentration of

wealth?

[iii} Does the wellare state transform
the economy in such a way that
the capitalist profit motive is made
subservient to the real needs of the
cormmunity?

v} Does the wellare state ensure
stable development free rom the
cycle of economic booms - and
depressions?

v] Does it provide employmeént for all?

Using these oriterlia, Desal
examines the performance of those
states that are most often described as
wellare states, such as Britain, the USA
and much of Europe. and finds their
claims 1o be greatly exaggerated. Thus,
most modern capitalist states, oven in
the most developed countries, fail to
provide minimum levels of economic
and social security (o all their citizens.,
They are unable o reduce economic
incquality and often seem to encourage
it The so-called welfore states have also
been unsuccessful at enabling stable
development free from market
Muetuations. The presence of excess
economic capacity and high levels of
unermnployment are vel another failure.
Based on these arguments, Desal
concludes that the notion of the welfare
state is something of a myth.

AR, Desal also wrote on the
Marxist theory of the state, In these
writings we can see that Desal does
not take a one-sided view but openly
criticises the shoricomings of
Communisi stafes, He cites many
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Marxist thinkers to emphasise the
importance of democracy even under
communism, arguing strongly that
political liberties and the rule of law
must be upheld in all genuinely
socialist states. '

Activity 3
AR. Desal criticises the welfare state
from a Marxist and socialist polnt of
view — that is he would like the siaie
to do more for its cltizens than is
being done by western capitalist
welfare states, There are also very
strong opposing viewpolnls today
which say that the state should do
less — it should leave most things
o the frée market, Discuss these
viewpaints in class. Be sure to give
a fair hearing to both sides,

Make a list of all the things that
are done by the state or government
in your nelghbourhond, i g with
your achool, Ask: people to aut
Il'this list has grown longer or shorler
In recent years — lh-’r.hq Btate dolng
miare things new tharn b or
What do you feel would happen if
state were 1o stop doing these things?
Wmﬂmmdymrnmrhhud
-school be worae off, better off, or
remain unaffected? Would rich.
middle class, and: pn-u{'-pﬂnpl: have
the s:nmen]:ﬂnm or be affected in
the same way, if the state were 1o
'nmpmﬂmﬁﬂiﬂﬂm?

Make a list of state-provided
services and facilities In your
neelghbourhond, mdumhmnplum
might differ across class groups on
whether thess should contioue or be
stopped. (For example: roads, water
supply, electricity supply, street
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lights. schools, sanitation, police
services, hospitals. bus, train and
alr transport... Think of others that
are relevant in Vour comiext.]

Probably the best known Indian
sociologist of the post-independence
era, M.N. Srinivas earned two doctoral
degrees, one rom Bombay University
and one from Oxford. Srinivas was a
student of Ghurye's at Bombay.
Srinivas’ intellectual orlentation was
transformed by the yvears he spent at
the department of secial anthropalogy
in Oxford, British social anthropology
was al thal time the dominant foree
In western anthropoelogy, and Srinivas
also shared in the excitement of being
at the ‘centre’ of the discipline.
Srinivas’ doctoral dissertation was
published as Heligion and Society
aurtnty the Coorgs of South India. This
book established Srinbas’ intermational
reputation with its detailed ethnographic
application of the structural - functional
perspective dominant in British social
anthropology. Srinivas was appainted
toa newly created lectureship in Indian
sociology at Oxford, bul resigned In
1951 to return to India as the head of
a newly created department of
sociology al the Maharaja Sayajirac
University at Baroda, In 1959, he
moved to Delhi to set up another
department at the Delhi School of
Economics, which seon became known
as one of the leading centres of
sociology in India.

Srinivas often complained that
most of his energles were taken up in
institution building, leaving him with
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aT

depn:tmrm,

under G. 8. Gharye.

1942
Coorgs published as book.

194
1645

19457
from Oxlord: returns to India,

1961

1950,
soviology department
1971
Change at ﬂaﬁgm!ﬂrﬁ
Died on 30 November 1899,

Mysore Narasimhachar Srinivas (1916-1993)

M.M. Srinkras was born on 16 November 1916 in an
Ivengar brahmin Family in Mysore, His [ather was
landowner and worked for the Mysore power and lght
His early education was al Mysore
University, and he later went to Bombay to do an MA

M.A Lh:aiadmﬂa[nrrhg:qnﬂFmﬂ;}rﬂmmigﬂi:

Fh.D, thesis {in 2 volumes) submitted 1o Bombay
University under the supervision of G.S, Ghurye.

Leaves Tor Oxford; studies first under Radeliffe-
Brown and then under Evans-Pritchard.
Awarded D.Phil. degree In Emﬂlﬂmtﬁnpnlnmr

1948 Appointed Lecturer In &Ld]anﬁaglnﬁnraiﬂﬂmirﬂﬂlﬂwuﬂtmlhmm

Resigns from Oxlord mmmwnmmmp.mmmm
ummmmwﬁ@jmwmmm -

Takes up Fmii.*&qthlg ﬂwﬁelhl St:hnul af Economics to set up the

Leaves Delhi ummm&wm&mmm

little time for his cwn research,. Despite
these difficulties. Srinivas produced a
sigmificant body of work on themes such
as caste, modernisation and other
provesses of social change, village
soclety. and many other Iszues.
Srinivas helped to establish Indian
sociology on the world map through
his international contacts and
associations,. He had strong
connections In British  social
anthropology as well as American
anthropology, particularly at the

University of Chicagoe, which was then
a powerful centre in world
anthropology, Like G.S. Ghurye and the
Lucknow scholars, Srintvas succeederd
in training a new generation of
sociologisis who were to become
leaders of the discipline in the following
decades,

M.N. Srinivas on the Village

The Indian village and village society
remained a life-long focus of interest
for Srinivas, Although he had made
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short visits to villages to conduct
surveys. and interviews, it was not
until he did feldwork for a year at a
village near Mysore that he really
acquired first-hand knowledge of
village society. The experience of
fieldwork proved (o be decisive for his
carcer and his intellectual path.
Srinivas helped encourage and
coordinate a major collective effort at
producing detailed ethnographic
accounts of village society during the
19508 and 960s. Along with other
scholars like S.C. Dube and D.N.
Majumdar, Srinivas was Instrumental
in making village studies the
dominant field in Indian =zociology
during this time,

Srinivas” writings on the village
were of two broad types, There was
first of all ethnographic accounts of
fieldwork done in villages or
discussions of such accounts., A
second kind of writing included
historical and concepiual discussions
about the Indian village as a unit of
social analysis. In the latter kind of
writing, Srinlvas was involved in a
debate about the usefulness of the
village as a concept. Arguing against
village studies, =zome social
anthropologists llke Louls Dumont
thought that social institutions like
caste were more Important than
something llke a village, which was
alterall only a collection of people
living in a particular place. Villages
may live or die, and people may move
from one village (o another, but their
social institutions, like casiec or
religion, follow them and go with them
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wherever they go, For this reason,
Dumont believed that it would be
mizleading to give much importance to
the village as a category. As against
this view, Srinivas belicved that the
village was a relevant social entily.
Historical evidence showed that villages
had served as a unifying ldentity and
that village unity was quite significant
in rural social life. Srinivas also
criticised the British administrator
anthropologists who had put forward
a picture of the Indian village as
unchanging, sell-sufficient. “Httle
republics™,  Using historical and
socintogical cvidence, Srinivas showed
that the village had, in fact, experienced
considerable change, Moreover, villages
were never sell-sufficient. and had been
invoblred in varous kinds of economic,
social and political relationships at the
regional level.

The village as a site of research
offered many advantages to Indian
sociology. It provided an opportunity
to illustrate the importance of
ecthnographic research methods. It
offered eye-witness accounts of the
rapid social change that was taking
place in the Indian countryside as the
newly independent nation began a
programme of planned development.
These vivid descriptions of village India
were greatly appreclated at the time
as urban Indians as well as policy
miakers were able to form impressions
of what was going on in the heartland
of India. Village studies thus provided
a new role for a discipline like sociology
in the context of an independent
nation. Rather than being restricted
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io the stody af '‘primitive’ peoples, it
could also be made felevant to a
modernising society,

Actlvity 4
Suppose vou had friends from
another planet or civilisation who
werné visiting the Earth for the first
time and had never heard of
something called a village'. What are
the five clues you would give them
te identify a village If they ever came
across one? _

Dy thiis By srmall grovpes and then
compare the five clues gl\rl:n by
different groups. Which features
appear most often? Do the most
common leatures help yvou o make
a sart of definition of a village? [To
check whether your definition is a

one. ask vourself the question:
there be a village where all or
imoal features mentioned in yﬁu.r
definition are absent?) '

Activity 5

mthﬂﬂﬁmthérem-gwﬁt&umm
among urban Indians in the

-atudlesﬂmtaﬂcmingimhegmldmrﬂ’
at that tme. Do you feel urban people
are interested in the village today?
How often are villages ed in
m:Tv,.mnmapnﬁqtsandﬂhnﬂ‘F i §

u live In & your family
}'ﬂ mta‘:g relatives in the
v:ll.lage_? Did e such contacts in

your pﬂ.ﬂ:ﬂkﬁ' generation or your
grandparents’ gmﬂaﬂun‘j' Do you
lnow of anvhody fram a.r:rl}rldwhﬂa
mioved to a village? Do you know of
preople who would ke to go back®? 1f
wour do. what reasons do these people

give for wanting Lo leave the city and
live In the village? If you don't know
of any such people, why do you think
people don't want to e in a village?
ITyons know of people ving in a village
wlhw would like to live inoa town or
city. what reasons do they give for
wanting to leave the village?

Conclusion

These four Indian sociologists helped
Lo give a distinctive character to the
discipline in the context of a newly
independent modernising country.
They are offercd here as examples of
the diverse ways in which sociology
wias Indianised’. Thus, Ghuryve began
with the questions defined by western
anthropologists. but hrought to them
his Intimate knowledge of classical
texts and his sense of educated Indian
opinion. Coming from a very different
background, a thoroughly westernised
modern intellectual like D.P. Mukeri
redizcovered the importance of Indian
tradition without being blind to its
shortcomings. Like Mukerji. A.R.
Desai was also strongly influenced by
Marxism and offered a critical view aof
the Indian state at a time when such
criticism was rare. Tralned in the
dominant centres of western social
anthropolomy, MM, Srinivas adapred
his training to the Indian context and
helped design a new agenda for
sociology in the late 20th century,

It Iz a sign of the health and
sirength of a discipline when
succeeding generations learn from
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and eventually go beyond their
predecessors, This has also been
happening in Indian sociology.
Succeeding generations have
subjected the work of these pioneers

LMY RS TANIIMNG SOCEETY

to constructive criticlsm in order to
take the discipline further, The signs
of this process of learning and critigue
are visible not only in this book but
all over Indian socioloagy,

GLOoSSARY

Administrator-anthropologists: The term refers to British admindstrative
officials who were part of the British Indian government in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. and who took great interest in conducting
anthropological research. speclally surveys and censuses. Some of them
became well known anthropologists afler retirement. Prominent names
Include: Edgar Thurston, William Crooke, Herbert Rislev and J.H. Hutton,

Anthropometry: The branch of anthropology that studled human racial
types by measuring the human body, particulary the volume of the eraniam
[skull}, the circumference of the head, and the length of the nose,

Assimilation: A process by which one culture (usually the larger or more
dominant one) gradually absorbs another: the assimilated culture merges
into the assimilating culture, so that it 1s no longer allve or visible at the
end of the process,

Endogamy: A soclal institution thai defines the boundary of a sccial or
kin group within which marmiage relations are permissible; marriage outside
these defined groups are prohibited. The most common example is caste
endegamy, where marriage may only take place with a member of the
samme caste.

Exogamy: A social institution that defines the boundary of a social or Kin
group with which or within which marriage relatlons are prohibited;
marriages must be contracted outside these prohibited groups. Common
examples include prohibition of marriage with blood relatives [sapind
exogamy), members of the same lineage (sagotra exogamy], or residents of
the same village or region (village /region exogamy).

Laissez-faire: A French phrase (literally ‘let he’ ar leave alone’) that stands
for a political and economic doctrine that advocates minimum state
intervention in the economy and economic relations; usually assoctated with
belief in the regulative powers and efficiency of the free marlet.
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Exercises

1. How did Ananthakrishia Iver and Sarat Chandra Rov come to practice
social anthropology?

2. What were the main arguments on efther side of the debate about how
to relate to tribal communities?

3. Outline the positions of Herbert Risley and G.5. Ghurye on the
relationship between race and caste in India.

4, Summarize the social anthropological definition of caste.

5. What does D.P. Mukerjl mean by a ‘living tradition™? Why did he insist
that Indian sociologists be rooted in this tradition?

5, What are the specificitles of Indlan culture and society, and how do
they affect the pattern of change?

7. What is a welfare state? Why is A K. Desal critical of the'claims made
on its behall?

8. Whal arguments were given for and against the village as a subject of
aociological research by M.N, Srinivas and Louis Dumont?

9, What is the significance of village studics in the history of Indian
sociology? What role did M.N. Srinivas play in promoting village studies?
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