






























































Unit 6

w3 . Poem : Hiawatha
Teacher's page Story: The Scholar’s Mother Tongue

THEMES
Communication, mother tongue
and multilingualism

The teacher’s effort in this Unit is to realise that as children develop the skill of
using language, they acquire the ability to think objectively. Many factors in the
home environment affect the way a child learns language.

e Help students use language to transmit and receive meaning.
e Develop in children the ability to listen effectively to communicate with others.
Give a variety of inputs in English and use the mother tongue as a resource.

Materials can be designed to promote multilingual activities, and teachers need to
work out how more than one language can be used naturally. Teachers can
introduce parallel texts in more than one language — these may be the same story
in different Indian languages to involve similar language activities such as
rhymes, sound games, etc.

Warm up

Create a class drama where some children can take up roles as mummy, papa,
dada, dadi, nana, nani. The rest of the class can go and ask them for their
favourite food/clothes/stories (this exchange in a warm-up exercise will bring
out the vibrancy of language).

Reading time

Reading is a transferable skill — improvement in reading in one language
results in reading improvement in general. Try to foster correct pronunciation
and develop fluency in speech.

Sharing time: Share the story of Mowgli the boy who was brought up in the
Indian jungles with the help of Baloo the bear and Bagheera the panther and
how they have to fight the tiger Sherkhan and the animals in the jungle. If
possible let them hear the song SiTd SiiTel dTd el & UAT 9ell & ISa! Usd aR hel
Rge & (the Japanese animation of Jungle Book’s original story by Rudyard
Kipling was dubbed in Hindi for Doordarshanin the early 1990’s).

Creative time: Ask children to talk to imaginary friends like the wind, water,
trees, grass and ask them to write/draw what they felt.

Language corner: Class dictionary from Unit 1 to 6 should be checked and
Unit 7 to be included.

Environment: An outdoor trip where the children are involved with creating a

learning environment.
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