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Pandemic prevention, preparedness and response 
accord



Article Highlights
• A pandemic treaty was proposed in March 2021 by global 

leaders to improve pandemic response and prevent future 
crises.

• The WHO Pandemic Agreement aims to strengthen global 
defenses against pandemics, focusing on equity and 
international coordination.

• It addresses issues like pathogen surveillance, healthcare 
capacity, supply chains, technology transfer, and IP 
waivers.

• Equitable access to medical resources is a central goal, 
aiming to correct disparities seen during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• Developing countries have supported the revised text, 
while developed countries have raised concerns about 
financing and IP issues.



Article Highlights
• Contentious aspects include sharing pathogens and 

genetic codes and equitable access to benefits from 
research.

• A proposed system (PABS) requires sharing data for 
access to affordable medical products, aiming at equity 
for low- and middle-income countries.

• Challenges in negotiations include global governance, 
enforcement, accountability, and disagreements over 
intellectual property rights.

• The risk of a diluted agreement looms, with the aim of 
reaching consensus by the World Health Assembly in May.

• Failing to reach an agreement could significantly impact 
global trust and coordination against future pandemics.
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Key Points of the Report
• In 2022, the world wasted 1.05 billion tonnes of food, 

equating to 19% of food available to consumers, in 
addition to 13% lost in the supply chain.

• Households are the largest contributors to food waste, 
responsible for 631 million tonnes (60%), followed by the 
food service sector (290 million tonnes) and the retail 
sector (131 million tonnes).

• Food loss and waste generate 8-10% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions, while 783 million people are 
hungry, and a third of humanity faces food insecurity.

• Each person wastes approximately 79kg of food annually, 
resulting in over one billion wasted meals daily.



Key Points of the Report
• Food waste is a global issue with minimal variation in household 

food waste among high-income, upper-middle-income, and 
lower-middle-income countries (7 kg/capita/year difference).

• Hotter countries tend to waste more food per capita, attributed 
to consumption of fresh foods and challenges in food storage 
and transportation.

• Urban areas, especially in middle-income countries, waste 
more food than rural areas, where food scraps are often 
repurposed.

• Among G20 countries, only four (Australia, Japan, UK, and USA) 
plus the European Union have food waste estimates suitable for 
tracking progress towards halving food waste by 2030.



Key Points of the Report
• Successful reductions in food waste have been 

observed in Japan and the UK, highlighting the 
effectiveness of collaboration among governments, 
cities, and food businesses.

• Public Private Partnerships are increasingly adopted 
to tackle food waste and its impacts on climate and 
water stress, focusing on a Target-Measure-Act 
approach.





Target 12.3
• By 2030, halve per capita global 

food waste at the retail and 
consumer levels and reduce food 
losses along production and 
supply chains, including 
post-harvest losses



Prelims Bytes
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Important Points
• Skyroot Aerospace tested stage-2 (Kalam-250) of Vikram-1 

launch vehicle at ISRO's centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
• Kalam-250 is essential for moving the rocket from Earth’s 

atmosphere into space.
• Vikram-1's launch will be India’s first private orbital rocket 

launch.
• Follows Vikram-S, India's first private suborbital rocket, 

launched in November 2022.
• The test lasted 85 seconds, achieving a peak thrust of 186kN, 

expected to reach 235kN in space.
• Kalam-250 uses solid fuel and includes a high-strength 

carbon composite structure.
• Features include a carbon ablative flex nozzle and actuators 

for thrust vector control.



Vikram I
• The Vikram I, first rocket in the 

series, has three solid 
fuel-powered stages and the 
final stage is Raman engine. 

• The Raman engine is powered 
by MMH and NTO liquid fuels.

• These Raman Engines will be 
used to do final adjustments in 
the orbit of the stage.

• Vikram I is designed to lift 290 
kg to a 500 km Sun 
synchronous polar orbit 
(SSPO) and 480 kg in a 500 km 
low Earth orbit (LEO).





Ethylene-Propylene-Diene Monomer (EPDM) 
• Automotive weather-stripping and seals
• Roofing membranes
• Electrical insulation
• Radiator hoses
• Pond liners
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Important Points
• India's eight core sectors saw a growth of 6.7% in 

February, the highest in three months, led by coal, 
natural gas, and cement sectors.

• Fertilizer production fell by 9.5%, marking the most 
significant contraction since May 2021.

• The Index of Core Industries for January was revised 
up to a 4.1% increase from the initial 3.6% estimate.

• Sector Highlights:
• Crude oil production hit an all-time high growth of 7.9% 

year-on-year.
• Natural gas output increased by 11.3%, the highest in two 

years.
• Cement, electricity, and coal also saw substantial growth.



Important Points
• Steel production growth slightly decreased to 

8.4%, while refinery products grew by 2.6% after a 
previous contraction.

• With the core sectors' significant weight in the 
Index of Industrial Production (IIP), industrial 
output growth is expected to recover, with 
estimates ranging from 4% to 6.5% for February.

• Continued robust growth expected in March, 
around 6%, driven by government efforts to meet 
capital expenditure targets.
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Important Points
• The Centre's fiscal deficit increased from 64% to 86.5% of the revised estimates 

between January and February.

• The deficit reached ₹15 lakh crore in the first 11 months of 2023-24, up from ₹11 
lakh crore at the end of January, and 3.5% higher than the same period last 
year.

• Economists expect the year-end fiscal figures to stay within the ₹17.3 lakh crore 
revised target, potentially even lower, equivalent to 5.8% of GDP.

• The government has ₹6 lakh crore for revenue spending in March, 9% more 
than the previous year's March spending.

• To meet its capex target, the government needs to spend ₹1.4 lakh crore in 
March, slightly less than the ₹1.5 lakh crore spent in March 2023.

• The capex target may be missed due to the Model Code of Conduct for the 
General Elections.

• There's a potential saving of ₹50,000-₹60,000 crore if the ₹7.4 lakh crore 
spending target is not fully utilized in March.



Fiscal Deficit
• A fiscal deficit occurs when a 

government's total expenditures surpass 
the revenue it generates, excluding 
money from borrowings.
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Important Points
• China donated over a million bottles of glacier 

water to the Maldives.
• The water comes from melting Tibetan glaciers, 

addressing the Maldives' fresh water scarcity.
• The Maldives faces threats from rising sea levels 

and saltwater intrusion, making it dependent on 
desalination.

• The water was shipped in 90 sea containers to 
Male, the capital of the Maldives.

• The UN's IPCC warned that the Maldives could 
become uninhabitable by the century's end due 
to rising sea levels.



Sea-level Rise and drinking water salinization



Revisited Headlines
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• Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos 

Jr. announced measures against 
aggressive actions by the Chinese 
Coast Guard and suspected militia in 
the South China Sea.

• Marcos stated actions would be 
proportionate and reasonable, without 
detailing specifics.

• The Philippines seeks no conflict but will 
not be silenced, according to Marcos.

• A recent incident involved the Chinese 
coast guard using water cannons on 
Philippine navy crewmen near Second 
Thomas Shoal, causing injuries and 
damage.



Mains Questions
Q1) Examine the key features and challenges of the 

WHO Pandemic Agreement. Critically analyze the 

implications of the proposed provisions on global 

health governance and equity. 

Q2) Discuss the impacts of food waste on global 

hunger, environmental sustainability, and economic 

systems. 


